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A B S T R A C T
One o f the a n o m a lie s  o f R e c o n s tru c t io n  h is to r io g ra p h y  is  
the c u r io u s  sp re ad  o r  lag  tha t has deve loped  o v e r  the y e a rs  betw een 
the g e n e ra l in te rp re ta t io n s  o f the p e r io d  and in te rp re ta t io n s  o f the 
o r ig in a l K u K lu x  K la n , A lth o u g h  re v is io n is t  h is to r ia n s  have been 
la rg e ly  s u c c e s s fu l in  th e ir  s y s te m a tic  ch a llen g es  o f the o ld e r  v ie w s 
o f the  R e c o n s tru c tio n  e ra  and its  v a r io u s  e le m e n ts , th e re  has been a 
s tra n g e  le th a rg y  in  re g a rd  to  ch a lle n g in g  the t ra d it io n s  o f the o ld  K la n . 
I  o r  tha t m a tte r ,  th e re  have been b u t few s c h o la r ly  s tud ie s  made o f the 
K la n  f ro m  any v ie w p o in t. T h is  is  ra th e r  re m a rk a b le  c o n s id e r in g  the 
b iz a r re  and fa s c in a tin g  c h a ra c te r  o f the K la n  and the fa c t  th a t some 
ra th e r  p ro v o c a tiv e  ra c ia l conno ta tions  a re  in v o lv e d . N e v e rth e le s s , 
o n ly  re c e n t ly  have a few  vo ices  o f d is s e n t been h e a rd  to d ispu te  
the dub ious but p o p u la r ly -h e ld  v iew  th a t the K la n  was a n a tu ra l and 
u nd e rs tan da b le  response  by so u th e rn  w h ite  c o n s e rv a tiv e s  to  the 
d eranged  s o c ia l and p o l i t ic a l  co nd itio ns  o f R e c o n s tru c tio n . A  con ­
c o m ita n t o f th a t t ra d i t io n a l v ie w , w h ich  has a lso  gone re la t iv e ly  
u n d is tu rb e d , is  tha t m uch  of the v io le n c e  and t e r r o r is m  a sso c ia te d  
w ith  the K la n  in  i ts  la te r  stages was no' the w o rk  o f t ru e  K la n sm e n  
a t a l l  but, ra th e r ,  re s u lte d  f ro m  the c r im in a l  a c t iv it ie s  o f u n p r in c i­
p led  ru ff ia n s  who in f i l t r a te d  and dom ina ted  the s e c re t s o c ie ty  f o r
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base p u rp o se s . Such a c t iv it ie s  co n tin ue d , so t r a d i t io n  has i t ,  long  
a fte r  the "g e n u in e " K la n  had ceased  to  e x is t.
The p ro g re s s io n  o f  w r it in g s  on the K u  K lu x  K la n  to the p o in t 
w h e re  th is  and o th e r fe a tu re s  o f the K la n  o rth o d o x y  a re  a t la s t  co m ­
in g  u nd e r s e r io u s  q u e s tio n in g  is  in  i t s e l f  an in te re s t in g  s to ry .  The 
f i r s t  p a r t  o f th is  s tudy  is  a b r ie f  s u rv e y  o f a hun d red  y e a rs  o f such 
w r it in g s  and w i l l  s e rve  to  i l lu s t r a te  how the K la n  t ra d it io n s  cam e to  
be and how , p a ra d o x ic a lly ,  these  t ra d it io n s  have not been a c c o m m o ­
dated  to R e c o n s tru c t io n  re v is io n is m .  No such s u rv e y  has e v e r been
The second and m a jo r  p a r t  o f th is  d is s e r ta t io n  is  a s tud y  o f 
the  K u  K lu x  K la n  in  A la b a m a  R e c o n s tru c t io n . A s its  c u r io u s  e v o lu ­
tio n  was o c c u r r in g  in  Tennessee  and e s p e c ia lly  a fte r  its  re fo rm a tio n  
as the In v is ib le  E m p ire  in  1867, the K la n  began to s p re ad  to  o th e r 
so u th e rn  s ta te s  as w h ite  c o n s e rv a tiv e s  g roped  fo r  som e w ay to 
re s to re  the s o c ia l and p o l i t ic a l  s ta tus  quo ante h e liu m . The K la n  
a p p a re n tly  o ffe re d  som e hope in  th is  d ire c t io n  and thus p ro life ra te d .  
One of the f i r s t  a re as  to  w h ic h  i t  sp re a d  was the n e ig h b o rin g  s ta te  o f 
A la b a m a , th e re  to  becom e an in te g ra l fe a tu re  o f th a t s ta te 's  unusua l 
R e c o n s tru c t io n  s to ry .
In  o rd e r  to p ro p e r ly  u nd e rs tan d  the K la n  m a n ife s ta tio n  in  
A la b a m a  one m u s t know  so m e th in g  o f the o r ig in ,  c h a ra c te r ,  and
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p ro b le m s  o f the  K la n  in  g e n e ra l. E q u a lly  im p o r ta n t  is  som e 
c o m p re h e n s io n  o f A la b a m a 's  R e c o n s tru c t io n  h is to r y .  B o th  o f 
these  a re as  a re  syn th e s iz e d  in  th is  s tud y , w ith  the ca usa l r e la t io n ­
sh ip  betw een such la rg e r  m a tte r  and the a c t iv it ie s  o f the K u  K lu x  
K la n  in  the s ta te  be ing  q u ite  obv io u s .
A lth o u g h  the  A la b a m a  K la n  was un ique  due to the  un ique  
n a tu re  o f p o l i t ic s  and s o c ie ty  in  the  s ta te , th e re  w e re , n e v e rth e le s s , 
n o tic e a b le  s im i la r i t ie s  be tw een  i t  and o th e r s ta te  K la u s , e s p e c ia lly  
in  re g a rd  to  m e thods o f o p e ra t io n  and m e m b e rs h ip . The s im i la r i t ie s  
and the d is t in c t io n s  a re  c o n s id e re d  h e re  and A la b a m a  K la n  d e v e lo p ­
m en ts  exam ine d  in  re la t io n s h ip  to  the  R e c o n s tru c t io n  s to r y  o f  the 
s ta te . I t  w i l l  be seen th a t th e re  a re  som e d is to r t io n s  in  the  t ra d i t io n s  
o f the  hooded o rd e r  in  A la b a m a  th a t c a l l  f o r  re v is io n .  On the  o th e r 
hand, som e e s s e n tia ls  o f the fo lk lo r e  o f the K u  K lu x  K la n  seem  to 
s tand  up q u ite  w e ll u nd e r th is  f i r s t  h is to r ic a l  e x a m in a tio n  o f the sub ­
je c t  in  o v e r  s ix ty - f iv e  y e a rs .
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C H A P T E R  I
TH E  K U  K L U X  K L A N  A N D  R E C O N S TR U C TIO N : 
P A R A D O X  O F T R A D IT IO N A L IS M
K u -K lu x  thow a i r  a good th in g .
E v e ry  fa m b e r ly  shou ld  be p ro v id e d  
W ith  one,
E f not 6 ! ^
The R e c o n s tru c t io n  e ra  o f A m e r ic a n  h is to r y  has a lw ays 
evoked  an uncom m on  am o un t o f ro m a n tic  and h is to r ic a l  in te r p re ta ­
t io n . A l l  s e r io u s  s tuden ts  o f the A m e r ic a n  p a s t a re  f a m i l ia r  w ith  
the h is to r io g ra p h y  o f the  p e r io d , and one can e a s ily  im a g in e  a t each 
s e m e s te r 's  end c o un tless  h is to r y  g ra du a te  s tudents p re p a r in g  fo r  
e x a m in a tio n s  on the s u b je c t w ith  r o te - l ik e  in c a n ta t io n  o f the nam es 
and v ie w s o f the "p a r t is a n s ,  "  the " s c ie n t i f ic "  h is to r ia n s ,  the D unning 
" s c h o o l , "  the M a rx is ts ,  the re v is io n is ts ,  and, la te ly ,  the neo- 
ra d ic a ls .  Indeed , the in te rp re ta t io n s  o f R e c o n s tru c t io n  have v a r ie d  
so d ra m a t ic a l ly  and the in te r p re te r s  have been ca ta logued  so o fte n  
th a t th is  is  one e ra  w h ic h  m a y  be re a dy  fo r  the u lt im a te  a cad em ic  
e x e rc is e , an h is to r io g ra p h ic a l essay on the h is to r io g ra p h ic a l s tud ies  
o f the p e r io d .
^ F ro m  a poem  by  H a r r y  M o s s , quo ted  in  the  V ic k s b u rg  
H e ra ld , M a y  5, 1868.
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How is  i t  th a t the  dozen o r  so y e a rs  fo l lo w in g  the A m e r ic a n  
C iv i l  W a r sh ou ld  co n tinue  to be such a f lu id  and v ia b le  epoch fo r  
p ro fe s s io n a l h is to r ia n s  som e one h un d red  y e a rs  a fte r  the fa c t? ^  W hy 
can we not re a ch  in  o u r  s o p h is tic a te d  age a t le a s t  a te n ta tiv e  con ­
sensus fo r  th is  e ra  as has been w o rk e d  ou t fo r  o th e r e p is o d ic  phases 
o f o u r p as t?
I t  is  a x io m a t ic  fo r  r e la t iv is ts  th a t each s u c c e s s iv e  g e n e ra ­
t io n  o r  a lte re d  "c l im a te  o f o p in io n "  w i l l  p ro du ce  its  own in te r p re ta ­
tio n s  o f the p as t. F o r  the R e c o n s tru c t io n  p e r io d  i t  is  h a rd  to deny the 
p o in t. A s id e  f r o m  the s tud ie s  o f the causes o f the W a r B etw een the 
S ta tes — and these have been m e llo w in g  in to  s o m e th in g  o f an a m a l­
gam  — no o th e r f ie ld  o f A m e r ic a n  h is to r ic a l s tu d y  has g iv e n  r is e  to 
such d iv e r s it y  o f v ie w p o in t. M o re o v e r ,  the v a r ie t ie s  o f o p in io n  in  
the case o f R e c o n s tru c t io n  a re  in  re la t io n  to  e s s e n tia l fa c ts  o f the 
p e r io d  as w e ll as in te rp re ta t io n .
E xa m p le s  o f th is  s c h o la r ly  m o d if ic a t io n  a re  n u m e ro u s ; the 
am o un t and the g ro ssn e ss  o f c o r ru p t io n  in  the so u th e rn  le g is la tu re s ;  
the p o w e r and p r in c ip le s  o f the b la c k  m an in  h is  e leva ted  p o s it io n ;
T h e re  is  f o r  th a t m a tte r  som e co n te n tio n  am ong h is to r ia n s  
even as to the dates o f the p e r io d . One o u ts tan d ing  s tudent o f 
R e c o n s tru c t io n  m akes a good case fo r  push ing  the s ta r tin g  p o in t 
f r o m  the  g e n e ra l ly  a ccep ted  1865 back to  1861. H a ro ld  H ym an , The 
R a d ic a l R e pu b lica ns  and R e c o n s tru c t io n , 1861-1870 (In d ia n a p o lis ,
1967), p a s s im .
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the  s ta tu s  o f the so u th e rn  w h ite s , o r  sca law ag s , in  R e c o n s tru c t io n  
p o li t ic s ;  the t ru e  n a tu re  o f the R a d ic a ls  in  re g a rd  to e con om ics , 
b la c k  e q u a lity  and p o l i t ic a l  o p p o rtu n is m ; and the ro le  o f the a rm y  
as an agent o f fe d e ra l a u th o r ity .  These  and m a n y o th e r a spec ts  o f 
the e ra  have been p ro be d  re p e a te d ly  and, o fte n  on the b as is  o f the 
sam e ra w  data , re m a rk a b ly  d if fe re n t  c o n c lu s io n s  have been o ffe re d . 
In  re c e n t y e a rs  the q u a n tita t iv e  and s o c io lo g ic a l m e tho d o lo g y  
em p loye d  by h is to r ia n s  has gen e ra te d  s ta t is t ic a l ev idence  w h ic h  tends 
to  s u s ta in  one o r  the o th e r  o f the o v e r a l l  in te r p re t iv e  v ie w s  w h ile , a t 
t im e s ,  u n d e rm in in g  o ld e r  fa c tu a l concepts o f the age.
P e rh a p s  the m o s t p ro m in e n t e xam ple  o f such d eve lo pm en t 
can be noted  in  the m any q u a n tita t iv e  s tud ie s  w h ic h  have been p ro ­
duced re c e n t ly  re g a rd in g  the n o r th e rn  R a d ic a l R e p u b lica n s . W hereas 
the R a d ic a ls  w e re  once g e n e ra l ly  c h a ra c te r iz e d  as b e ing  c y n ic a l and 
v in d ic t iv e  o p p o rtu n is ts  ben t on p u n is h in g  and su b ju g a tin g  the South 
and e n tre n c h in g  th e ir  p a r ty  in  p o w e r,^  th e re  has deve loped  la te ly  a 
s ig n i f ic a n t  s h if t ,  f i r s t  o f in te r p re t iv e  p e rs p e c tiv e  and then  o f the 
s p e c if ic a t io n s  o f the ch a rge . K enneth  S tam pp e p ito m iz e d  th is  m o d i­
f ie d  g e n e ra l v iew  o f the R a d ic a ls  in  h is  b r i l l ia n t  re v is io n is t  syn th e ­
s is ,  The E ra  o f R e c o n s tru c t io n , when he c a te g o r iz e d  th e ir  m o tiv e s
^ M o s t o f the Dunn ing  " T ra g ic  E ra "  sch oo l e nd orsed  th is  
v ie w , o f c o u rs e , and i t  is  d y ing  a v e ry  s lo w  death in  the te x tb oo ks .
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as be ing  " id e a lis t ic  and p ra c t ic a l" '^  ra th e r  than  c y n ic a l and v in d ic ­
t iv e .  The " p ro o f"  o f th is  in te rp re ta t io n  has com e in  s e v e ra l e x tr a ­
o rd in a ry  s tud ie s  w h ich  s e rve  to show p re c is e ly  who the R a d ica ls  
w e re , how the y  vo te d  on p e r tin e n t  le g is la t io n ,  and how s in c e re  they 
w e re  in  th e ir  d e m o n s tra tio n s  o f c o nce rn  fo r  the fre e d m e n . ^ Though 
the  co nc lu s io n s  o f these  s c h o la rs  d if fe r  som ew ha t in  scope and degree  
the o v e r r id in g  e ffe c t o f th e ir  w o rk  is  la rg e ly  to  s u p p o rt the so ftened  
v ie w  o f the R a d ica ls  h in te d  a t by e a r l ie r  r e v is io n is ts  and e p ito m iz e d  
by S tam pp. The R a d ic a ls  have a lm o s t becom e the "good  g u y s " to 
m a n y  h is to r ia n s  today, g iv in g  r is e  to a new c la s s if ic a t io n  in  
R e c o n s tru c t io n  s c h o la rs h ip , the n e o - ra d ic a ls .
W h ile  a l l  o f th is  s e rv e s  to m ake  R e c o n s tru c t io n  a d i f f ic u l t  
p e r io d  fo r  the h is to r ia n  to keep a b re a s t o f, i t  a ls o  m akes i t  an age
K enneth  S tam pp, The E ra  o f R e c o n s tru c t io n  (New Y o rk ,
1965), 108.
^John  and L a  Wanda Cox s tro n g ly  e m phas ized  th is  a pp roach  
in  P o l i t ic s , P r in c ip le s  & P re ju d ic e , 1865-1866 (New Y o rk , 1963), 
p a s s im , and in  th e ir  "N e g ro  S u ffra ge  and R e pu b lica n  P o l i t ic s :  The 
P ro b le m  o f M o tiv a tio n  in  R e c o n s tru c tio n  H is to r io g ra p h y ,  "  The 
J o u rn a l o f S ou the rn  H is to r y , X X X II I  (A u gu st, 1967), 303-30. See 
a ls o  G lenn  M . L in d e n , " 'R a d ic a ls ' and E co n o m ic  P o lic ie s  : The 
Senate, 1861-1873, "  The J o u rn a l o f S ou the rn  H is to r y , X X X II  (M ay, .
1966), 1 89 -99; id e m , "R a d ic a ls  and E c o n o m ic  P o l ic ie s :  The House 
o f R e p re s e n ta tiv e s , 1861-1873, "  C iv i l  W a r H is to r y , X IV  (S ep tem ber,
1968), 222 -3 9 ; E d w a rd  L .  G a m b ill,  "W ho W ere  The Senate 
R a d ic a ls , "  C iv i l  W ar H is to r y , X I (S ep tem ber, 1965), 237 -4 4 ; and 
D a v id  D ona ld , The P o l i t ic s  o f R e c o n s tru c t io n , 1863-1867 (B a ton  
Rouge, 1965).
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o f p e c u lia r  fa s c in a tio n . Indeed , i t  was a fa s c in a tin g  t im e  in  i t s e lf ,  
a p a r t f r o m  the v a c il la t in g  in te rp re ta t io n s ,  w h ich  is  the re a son , 
a fte r  a l l ,  fo r  the redundance  o f o p in io n . T h is ,  then , b r in g s  one 
back to  so m e th in g  lik e  the e a r l ie r  s ta te d  r h e to r ic a l q u e s tio n : why? 
W hy does th is  one to p ic a l phase o f A m e r ic a n  h is to r y  have so m uch 
a tt ra c t io n  fo r  s c h o la rs  th a t i t  con tinues to p ro du ce  a p ro l i fe r a t io n  o f 
d iv e rg e n t v ie w p o in ts ?  A nd  w hy have one g e n e ra t io n 's  e xp la n a tio n s  
o f the age seem ed so u n s a t is fa c to ry  to  a n o th e r?  Though i t  m a y  seem  
a ta n ta l iz in g  o v e rs im p lif ic a t io n ,  the a nsw e r to  the g e n e ra l q u e s tio n  
m a y l ie  in  one w o rd , m o r a l i t y .
A l l  h is to r ic a l  is s u e s  w h ich  in v o lv e  c o n f lic t in g  in te rp re ta t io n s  
a lso  in v o lv e  q ue s tion s  o f m o r a l i t y  to som e d e g re e ; th a t is ,  a re a d in g  
o f the h is to r ia n 's  own p r in c ip le s  and m o ra l ju d g m e n ts  in to  p as t 
even ts . In  the p a s t such ju dg m e n ts  w e re  c lo ake d  o r  m a ske d  beh ind  
p re te n s io n s  o f s c ie n t i f ic  o b je c t iv ity .  The ty p ic a l h is to r ia n  o f today, 
h o w e v e r, w h ile  not eschew ing  o b je c t iv ity ,  does no t s h r in k  f ro m  
in d ic tm e n t o f w hat he judges to  be e r r o r s  o r  s in s  in  the p as t. T h is  
h as, in  fa c t ,  becom e a lm o s t the c o n v e n tio n a l a p p ro ach  as m o s t 
p re s e n t-d a y  h is to r ia n s  a re  o f l ib e r a l  p e rs u a s io n  and thus f in d  a 
g re a t d ea l o f u ne n lig h te ne d  c o n s e rv a tis m  to  condem n in  the  A m e r ic a n  
p as t.
W ha t m akes R e c o n s tru c t io n  so m uch  a t im e  o f co n tin u in g  
consequence, then , is  the  r ic h n e s s  and v a r ie ty  o f m o ra l p ro b le m s
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w h ic h  a c c ru e  to  i ts  s tud y . P o l i t ic a l  m o ra l i t y ,  econ om ic  m o ra l i t y ,  
ra c ia l m o ra l i t y ;  a l l  o f the se , s in g ly  o r  in  tan d em , have been 
debated by the in te r p re te r s  o v e r the y e a rs , and w ith  each changed 
p o l i t ic a l ,  e co n o m ic , o r  s o c ia l m i l ie u  the m a jo r i t y  v ie w p o in t has 
been a lte re d . In  re c e n t y e a rs , a lthough  the o th e r fa c to rs  have not 
been a lto g e th e r  s lig h te d , the s o c ia l o r  r a c ia l co nn o ta tion s  o f the age 
have e x c ite d  the m o s t p o s it iv e  responses  f ro m  h is to r ia n s .  F o r  th a t 
m a t te r ,  r a c ia l co n ce rn  has becom e the hub upon w h ich  even m o d if ie d  
p o l i t ic a l  and econ om ic  in te rp re ta t io n s  m a y re v o lv e . A s  John and 
L a  W anda Cox, two m o d e rn  o b s e rv e rs , have noted, "W ith  the m o re  
f r ie n d ly  a tm o s p h e re  in  w h ich  re c e n t s c h o la rs h ip  has a pp roached  the 
R a d ic a ls  o f R e c o n s tru c t io n , i t  has becom e a p p a re n t th a t m en  fo r m e r ly  
d is m is s e d  as m e re  o p p o r tu n is t ic  p o li t ic ia n s  . . . a c tu a lly  d is p la y e d  in  
th e ir  p u b lic  c a re e rs  a genuine c o nce rn  fo r  the equal s ta tu s  o f the 
N e g ro . Such a tte m p te d  re s u r re c t io n  o f the lo ng  m a lig n e d  R a d ic a ls  
is  no t s u rp r is in g  in  the face  o f the ev idence  th a t m o re  o f the m  than  
once supposed do seem  to have had hon es t c o n v ic tio n s  re g a rd in g  
b la c k  r ig h ts .  B u t the fa c t  tha t such ev idence  has been sought is  a lso  
i l lu s t r a t iv e ,  in  i t s e l f ,  o f the ra c ia l id e a lis m  o f  the re s e a rc h e rs .
H is to r ia n s  have been touched as m uch  as any o th e r g roup  
o f s o c ia l s c ie n t is ts  by the c iv i l  r ig h ts  s tru g g le  o f the 1950 's and
6 "N e g ro  S u ffra g e  and R e pu b lica n  P o l i t i c s , "  328.
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1 9 6 0 's . T h is  has been the o ve rw e e n in g  m o ra l is s u e  o f th e ir  age 
and, i f  th e y  have re c o g n iz e d  th a t h is to r y  o ffe rs  no so lu tio n s  to  th is  
m o s t p e rp le x in g  p ro b le m  o f o u r t im e s , the y  h ave , n e v e rth e le s s , 
d i l ig e n t ly  sought to is o la te  c o r re c t ly  the o r ig in s  and causes o f tha t 
p ro b le m . H is to r ia n s  o f an e a r l ie r  day d id  not a d m it to m a k in g  
ra c ia l a tt itu d e s  the c e n tra l is s u e  o f th e ir  s tud ie s  on R e c o n s tru c tio n . 
They  w e re , h o w e v e r, as m uch  bound by c o n te m p o ra ry  c o n v ic tio n s  
re g a rd in g  such m a tte rs  as a re  the p re s e n t-d a y  s c h o la rs . C o n v ic ­
t io n s ,  o f co u rs e , have changed m a rk e d ly  o v e r the  y e a rs  w h ic h  sug ­
gests  the re a so n  fo r  the s h if t  in  p ro fe s s io n a l o p in io n  re g a rd in g  the 
N e g ro  and o th e r  p ro ta g o n is ts  in  the R e c o n s tru c t io n  s to ry .  I t  a lso  
d e m o n s tra te s  th a t r a c ia l  p re ju d ic e  o r  m o ra l i t y  has been the c a ta ly s t 
o f R e c o n s tru c t io n  h is to r io g ra p h y ,  m a k in g  i t  an e m o t io n -s t ir r in g  
p e r io d  fo r  s tudy  w h ich  has been bo th  a tt ra c t iv e  and u n s e ttl in g  fo r  a 
c e n tu ry  o f c o m m e n ta to rs .
H is to r ia n s  m a y  s e a rc h  fo r  the causes o f  the A m e r ic a n  
R e v o lu tio n  o r  t r y  to d e te rm in e  the tru e  m e an ing  o f the A ge  o f 
Ja ckson  o r  the P o p u lis t  M o ve m en t — changed "c l im a te  o f o p in io n "  
a lte r in g  in te rp re ta t io n s  in  those  m a tte rs  too  — b u t th e re  can h a rd ly  
be the  s h r i l ln e s s  o f ja n g lin g  q u a lity  in  such ques ts  as in  
R e c o n s tru c t io n  w r it in g s .  The r a c ia l o ve rto n e s  m ake  the p e r io d ic  
re ru n s  o f th is  s to r y  re s o u n d in g ly  re le v a n t to  any g e n e ra tio n .
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W il l ia m  A . D u nn in g , the s p ir i tu a l  fo u n d e r o f the " T ra g ic  
E ra "  gen re  o f h is to r ia n s ,  co u ld  w r ite  q u ite  a s s u re d ly  in  h is  day th a t 
s ince  r a c ia l in e q u a lity  had been c o n firm e d  both  N o rth  and South i t  
was "m o s t im p ro b a b le "  th a t any h is to r ia n  w o u ld  e v e r re c o rd  th a t 
C o n g re s s io n a l R e c o n s tru c t io n  was a n y th in g  le s s  than  a h o r r ib le  
b lu n d e r .^  P ro fe s s o r  S tam pp, in  the r a c ia l ly  ch a rge d  a tm o s p h e re  o f 
1965, co u ld  say, w ith  equ a l ca nd o r, th a t " . . .  the  b lu n d e rs  o f th a t 
e ra , t r a g ic  though the y  w e re , d w in d le  in to  in s ig n if ic a n c e . F o r  i f  i t  
was w o rth  fo u r  y e a rs  o f c iv i l  w a r  to save the U n ion , i t  was w o rth  a 
few  y e a rs  o f r a d ic a l re c o n s tru c t io n  to g ive  the  A m e r ic a n  N e g ro  the 
u lt im a te  p ro m is e  o f equal c iv i l  and p o l i t ic a l  r ig h ts .
T h us , c o n tin u a lly  changing r a c ia l c o n v ic tio n s  cause 
R e c o n s tru c t io n  h is to r y  to be p e r tin e n t  to e v e ry  age. So m any o f the 
fo rc e s  a c tiv e  d u r in g  those  p o s t -C iv i l  W a r days w e re  a n im a te d  by 
p re v a il in g  a ttitu d e s  to w a rd  the b la c k s  th a t i t  is  to be e xpec ted  tha t 
the w e ig h t o f each s h if t  o f o p in io n  in  r a c ia l id e o lo g y  w i l l  c o lo r  in t e r ­
p re ta t io n s  o f those fo r c e s .  The R a d ic a l R e pu b lica ns  in  the N o rth  a re  
now found  to have been m uch  m o re  h o n e s tly  co n ce rn e d  fo r  b la c k  
p ro g re s s  by h is to r ia n s  who a re  th e m s e lv e s  caught up in  the
^ W il l ia m  A . D unn ing , E ssays  on the C iv i l  W a r and 
R e c o n s tru c t io n  (New Y o rk :  H a rp e r  and Row re p r in t  o f 1897 e d it io n , 
1965), 3 84 -85.
^S tam pp, E ra  o f R e c o n s tru c t io n , 215.
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c o n te m p o ra ry  c iv i l  r ig h ts  s tru g g le . L ik e w is e ,  the sca law ags and 
ca rp e tb a g g e rs , once the bane o f m o s t R e c o n s tru c t io n  d is c u s s io n , 
a re  d is c o v e re d  to  have in c lu d e d  a s u b s ta n tia l n u m b e r o f h igh  
p r in c ip le d  in d iv id u a ls  in  th e ir  ra n k s . The re v is io n is ts  a re  fa r  
ahead today  and i f  Dunn ing  co u ld  once jo ke  th a t the o n ly  w ay a 
h is to r ia n  co u ld  hope to a t t r a c t  any a tte n t io n  was by ta k in g  the p o s it io n  
th a t the w hole  b us in e ss  o f R e c o n s tru c t io n  was "e th ic a l ly ,  s o c ia l ly ,  
and p o l i t ic a l ly  r ig h t ,  then  th a t w h ic h  to h 
h e re s y  has p ra c t ic a l ly  becom e o rth o d o xy .
Indeed , R e c o n s tru c t io n  h is to r io g ra p h y  seem s to  have gone 
beyond re v is io n is m ,  and the s tud e n t o f tha t tu rb u le n t  age m u s t p ro ­
ceed c a u tio u s ly  in  se ek in g  to  a tta in  a c o r re c t  p e rs p e c tiv e . F o r  i f  
r a c ia l id e o lo g y  has o b v io u s ly  p ro du ced  d is to r t io n s  in  p a s t w r it in g s ,  
is  th e re  not a c le a r  dan ge r th a t the c o r re c t iv e s  m a y  be d is to r te d  
fo r  the same re a so n s?  D unn ing  was a ca p tive  o f h is  own v ie w s  o f 
r a c ia l  in e q u a lity ,  but sh ou ld  to d a y 's  h is to r ia n  n o t be a b i t  su spe c t 
a ls o ?  One o f the  fo re m o s t o b s e rv e rs  o f R e c o n s tru c t io n  s c h o la rs h ip , 
w h ile  a d m itt in g  to re v is io n is t  le an in g s  h im s e lf ,  sounded a s im i la r  
w a rn in g :
I f  D unn ing  w o u ld  have been a b e t te r  h is to r ia n  had he 
ca u tioned  h im s e lf  th a t, s in ce  he was c o nv in ce d  o f 
r a c ia l in e q u a lity ,  he sh ou ld  check w ith  g re a t  ca re
^H ym a n , The R a d ic a l R e pu b lica ns  and R e c o n s tru c t io n , xx x .
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those  f in d in g s  about N egroes  and "s c a la w a g s " w h ich  
f i t te d  in  so n e a tly  w ith  h is  b e lie f ,  shou ld  not h is ­
to r ia n s  o f today ca u tio n  the m se lve s  th a t, s in ce  they 
b e lie v e  in  r a c ia l e q u a lity , the y  shou ld  exam ine  w ith  
p a r t ic u la r  r ig o r  those  fin d in g s  w h ich  co in c id e  w ith  
th e ir  c o n v ic tio n s ? ^®
In  v iew  o f the fo re g o in g  d is c u s s io n , i t  is  ra th e r  c u r io u s  th a t 
the K u  K lu x  K la n  has n o t come u nd e r m o re  s c ru t in y  and a tta c k  f r o m  
m o d e rn  h is to r ia n s .  I f  th e re  was one agency o r  fo rc e  o f the 
R e c o n s tru c t io n  e ra  th a t w o u ld  seem  to be cu lpa b le  b y  c o n te m p o ra ry  
r a c ia l s ta n d a rd s , one w o u ld  c e r ta in ly  th in k  th a t i t  was the K la n .
The v a r io u s  K u  K lu x  m a n ife s ta tio n s  o f the p as t f i f t y  y e a rs  a re , to the 
ra c ia l l ib e ra ls ,  the v e ry  q u in tesse n ce  o f the p re ju d ic e ,  b ig o t ry  and 
w h ite  s u p re m a c y  n o tio ns  so re p e lle n t in  o u r s o c ie ty . I t  is  so m e th in g  
o f an a n o m a ly , then, th a t the K u  K lu x  K la n  o f R e c o n s tru c t io n  days 
has n o t been s u b je c ted  to  the same in te n s iv e  s tudy  and q u a n tif ic a t io n  
as have the R a d ic a ls , the fre e d m e n  and o th e r e lem en ts  in  the s to ry .
I t  w o u ld  seem  tha t i f  the o ld  bogeym en a re  to be so m e w ha t e xa lte d  
then an a d ju s tm e n t shou ld  be made re g a rd in g  the K la n . A f te r  a l l ,  the 
K la n  s t i l l  la rg e ly  s y m b o liz e s  the s o u th e rn -o r ie n te d  in te rp re ta t io n  
th a t is  p erhaps  even y e t the m a jo r it y  v ie w p o in t on R e c o n s tru c tio n . 
T h a t is ,  th a t the K u  K lu x  K la n , as one m in o r  h is to r ia n  o f the s e c re t
^^T h om a s  J. P re s s ly ,  "R a c ia l A tt itu d e s ,  S c h o la rs h ip  and 
R e c o n s tru c t io n : A  R eview  E s s a y ,"  The J o u rn a l o f S ou the rn  H is to r y , 
X X X II  (F e b ru a ry ,  1966), 93.
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o rd e r  put i t ,  "b ro k e  the cha ins tha t w e re  r iv e n  upon the South, and 
l i f te d  the g a ll in g  yoke th a t had so long  opp re ssed  h e r people. "
S ou th e rn e rs  fo r  a hundred  y e a rs  have g ro w n  up b e lie v in g  
so m e th in g  o f th a t n a tu re . I t  is  a ro m a n tic  a d ju n c t to the o ld e r ,  
b ro ad  in te rp re ta t io n s  o f the e n tire  e ra . The South was p ro s tra te  
a fte r  the w a r, so the s to r y  goes, and le g a lly  and p o li t ic a l ly  h e lp le ss  
b e fo re  the b la c k s , the c a rp e tb a g g e rs , and the sca law ags who 
sco u rge d  and ra v is h e d  i t .  Law  and o rd e r  van ished  as the ra d ic a l ly -  
d om ina ted  le g is la tu re s  b an k ru p te d  the s ta te  t re a s u r ie s .  P ro p e r ty  
and l i fe  i t s e l f  w e re  in s e c u re . Then  cam e the K u K lu x  K la n  and, as 
ano the r e q u a lly  m in o r  e s s a y is t w o u ld  have i t ,  the South was ra is e d  
"P h o e n ix - lik e  f ro m  h e r ashes th ro u g h  the s u b lim e  e ffo r ts  o f those 
w h ite - ro b e d  h e roe s .
The Ku K lu x , then , the m o s t r a c is t  of m o d e rn  o rg a n iz a ­
tio n s , is  s t i l l  v iew ed  by m any to have been the cham pion  o f the 
"o p p re s s e d " w h ites  o f the South a fte r  the C iv i l  W a r. R o b e rt S he lton, 
the Im p e r ia l W iz a rd  o f the p re s e n t-d a y  K n ig h ts  o f the K u  K lu x  K la n , 
as re c e n tly  as 1964 was re p o r te d  as s ta tin g  tha t " th e  K la n  s y m b o l­
ize s  R e c o n s tru c tio n . We t r y  to keep the K la n  today on the same
 ̂  ̂L a m a r F o n ta in e , The Cause and E ffe c t  o f the K u K lu x  
K la n  on the South (C la rk s d a le  / ^ i s s . 7 ,  1910), 21.
^^Susan L a w re n ce  D a v is , A u th e n tic  H is to ry  o f the K u K lu x  
K la n , 1865-1877 (New Y o rk , 1924), v i.
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
p e d e s ta l o f h is to r y ,  o f the R e c o n s tru c t io n  p a s t, w hen th e re  w e re  no 
la w s  to defend  the S o u th e rn e r u n d e r the h ee l o f F e d e ra l o p p re s ­
s io n . W ith  such p ro v o c a tiv e  thoughts and w ith  the a fo re s ta te d
ro m a n t ic  v ie w  o f the o ld  K la n , i t  is  ra th e r  re m a rk a b le  th a t the 
h is to r y  o f the ro b ed  s o c ie ty  has re m a in e d  r e la t iv e ly  f re e  o f re v is io n ­
is t  re s e a rc h .
T h e re  have , o f  c o u rs e , been those  v o ic e s  ra is e d  in  p ro te s t  
a t the  gen tle  tre a tm e n t o f the K la n . E s p e c ia lly  have the te x tb o o k  
s u rv e y s , both  p u b lic  sch oo l and c o lle ge  le v e l,  com e u n d e r a tta c k .
In  m any in s ta n c e s  the  w r i t e r s  o f such  vo lum es  have m ade the m se lve s  
v u ln e ra b le  by th e ir  s low ness  in  in c o rp o ra t in g  re v is io n is t  concepts in  
th e ir  o v e r a l l  n a r ra t iv e s  o f the R e c o n s tru c t io n  p e r io d . F o r  e xam p le , 
the T e x tb o ok  C o m m is s io n  o f the Alab^ama D e p a rtm e n t o f E d u c a tio n  
has re c e iv e d  p ro te s ts  re c e n t ly  re g a rd in g  the t re a tm e n t o f b lacks  and 
the K la n  in  one o f i ts  adopted  e le m e n ta ry  h is to r y  te x ts . Such p ro ­
te s ts  a re  a ls o  h e a rd  f r o m  w ith in  the f r a te r n i t y  o f  p ro fe s s io n a l 
h is to r ia n s  as c o m p la in ts  a re  h e a rd  tha t the South has been w in n in g  
the b a tt le  o f w o rd s  fo r  o v e r  a c e n t u r y . N o r  is  such d is s e n t m e re  
c a v il in g .
New Y o rk  T im e s  M a g a z in e , J u ly  5, 1964.
^ '^H ym an, The  R a d ic a l R e pu b lica ns  and R e c o n s tru c t io n ,
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T h e re  have a ls o  been a few  g e n e ra l a tte m p ts  a t re v is in g  
the im ag e  o f the K la n . M o s t o f these , h o w e v e r, have the l im i t a ­
t io n  o f be ing  b ro ad  s tud ie s  w ith  a la rg e  p a r t  o f the e f fo r t  being 
d ire c te d  to w a rd  the K la n  in  the tw e n tie th  c e n tu ry . The la t te r - d a y  
K u  K lu x e rs  a re  f a i r l y  w e ll ta rn is h e d  in  re p u ta tio n  anyw ay, but the 
o rth o d o x  v ie w  o f the o ld  K la n  stands re la t iv e ly  unshaken . A  re c e n t 
s tud e n t o f  the K u  K lu x , h im s e lf  a r e v is io n is t ,  even  o ffe re d  a con ­
c is e  s y n th e s is  o f tha t o rth o d o x y :
. . . s ta n d a rd  p o r tr a y a ls  con tinue  to  a s s e r t  th a t the 
K la n  was n o t o n ly  an u nd e rs tan da b le  but a ju s t i f ia b le  
and even n e c e s s a ry  response  to tha t w id e s p re a d  e v i l  
and d is o rd e r  w h ich  a lle g e d ly  accom pa n ied  N e g ro  
e q u a lity  and R e pu b lica n  ru le .  The m o re  a tro c io u s  
excesses o f th is  re s p e c ta b le  o rg a n iz a tio n  o f t e r r o r ­
is ts  a re  fre q u e n t ly  a t t r ib u te d  to lo w e r c la ss  r i f f r a f f  
a c tin g  c o n tra ry  to the d e s ire s  o f the o r ig in a l 
K la n s m e n .
Thus s ta te d , the K la n , a lm o s t a lone o f the fo rc e s  in  R e c o n s tru c t io n , 
has no t been re in te rp re te d  as e x te n s iv e ly  o r  as s p ir i te d ly  as m ig h t 
be expec ted .
^M o s t n o te w o rth y  e xam ples  a re  D a v id  M . C h a lm e rs , 
H ooded A m e r ic a n is m : The F i r s t  C e n tu ry o f the K u  K lu x  K la n , 1865- 
1965 (G arden  C ity , 1965); W i l l ia m  P . R ande l, The K u K lu x  K la n :
A  C e n tu ry  o f In fa m y (New Y o rk , 1965); and A lle n  W. T re le a s e . 
W h ite  T e r r o r ;  The K u  K lu x  K la n  C o n s p ira c y  and S ou the rn  
R e c o n s tru c t io n  (New Y o rk , 1971).
^ ^O tto  H. O lse n , "T h e  K u  K lu x  K la n : A  S tudy in  
R e c o n s tru c t io n  P o l i t ic s  and P ropaganda , "  The N o r th  C a ro lin a  
H is to r ic a l  R e v ie w , X X X IX  (J u ly , 1962), 340.
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T h e re  a re  s e v e ra l p o s s ib le  e xp la n a tio n s  fo r  th is  s h o r t­
c o m in g . I t  co u ld  be tha t the l ib e r a l / r e v is io n is t  h is to r ia n s  have- 
been u n w ill in g  o r  unable  to  a pp ly  P ro fe s s o r  P re s s ly 's  " p a r t ic u la r  
r i g o r "  o f o b je c t iv ity  in  th is  co nn ectio n . O r i t  m a y  be th a t the  K la n  
is  s im p ly  passed  o ff  as b e ing  ju s t  a no the r exam ple  in  th a t t r a d i t io n  
o f v io le n c e  w h ich  ta in ts  the  w hole  o f A m e r ic a n  h is to r y .  "B lu e  
R ib b o n " p re s id e n tia l c o m m is s io n s  a tte s t to  the fa c t  o f th is  u n ru ly  
s t ra in ,  ^^  and events o c c u r r in g  re c e n tly  on A m e r ic a n  co lle ge  
cam puses and c ity  s tre e ts  seem  to  v e r i f y  th a t te s t im o n y . W i l l ia m  P. 
R ande l, one o f the few  s c h o la rs  to  a tte m p t a s y s te m a tic  r e w r i t in g  o f 
K la n  h is to r y ,  was t ro u b le d  by h is  own f in d in g s  th a t " F o r  b e tte r  o r 
w o rs e , the K la n  has been as A m e r ic a n  as baked beans, tom a to  
ke tch u p , and h o m in y  g r its .  W ith  a tw is t  o f lo g ic ,  then , one cou ld
p lace  the o r ig in a l K u  K lu x  K la n , ra th e r  ir o n ic a l ly ,  in  the t ra d i t io n  o f 
c iv i l  d isobed ience  so a d m ire d  by l ib e r ta r ia n  e x tre m is ts  — the ones 
so e n th ra lle d  by the b la c k  r ig h ts  m o ve m e n t today. T h is  though t 
p ro b a b ly  has no t o c c u r re d  to  m any.
l? T o  E s ta b lis h  J u s tic e , To In s u re  D o m e s tic  T ra n q u i l i t y : 
F in a l R e p o rt o f the N a tio n a l C o m m is s io n  on the Causes and 
P re v e n tio n  o f V io le n c e  (New Y o rk , 1969), p a s s im .
ISQ uoted  in  C a r l N . D e g le r , "A  C e n tu ry  o f the K la n s : A 
R e v iew  A r t ic le ,  "  The J o u rn a l o f S ou the rn  H is to r y , X X X I 
(N o ve m b e r, 1965), 442.
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A n o th e r h in d ra n c e  to re v is io n is t  re s e a rc h  on the K la n  is  one 
th a t has h a m p e re d  s tuden ts  o f the o rd e r  f r o m  the beg in n ing : the 
e x tre m e  p o v e r ty  o f s o u rc e  m a te r ia ls .  K la n s m e n  in  R e c o n s tru c t io n  
days w e re  s w o rn  to  s e c re c y  re g a rd in g  e v e ry  a s p e c t o f the s o c ie ty , 
even th e ir  own m e m b e rs h ip , and such oaths c a r r ie d  a g re a t d ea l 
m o re  w e ig h t in  those days . M o re o v e r ,  as the s ta te s  and fe d e ra l 
g o v e rn m e n t began to  le g is la te  a g a in s t the K la n ,  p ro v e n  a s s o c ia t io n  
w ith  the o rd e r  co u ld  le a d  to f in e  o r  im p r is o n m e n t.  T h e re fo re , v e ry  
l i t t le  f ir s th a n d  in fo rm a t io n  was c o m m itte d  to w r i t in g  a t the t im e . 
A lth o u g h  som e o f the p a r t ic ip a n ts  p u b lis h e d  th e ir  m e m o irs  o r  r e c o l­
le c t io n s  a f te r  the a n t i-K u  K lu x  la w s had la p se d , t im e  had by then  
e ro de d  the sh a rpn ess  o f the ev idence  o r  the o ld  K la n s m e n  the m se lve s  
had fa l le n  u n d e r the in f lu e n c e  o f  the K u  K lu x  m y th s  th a t had becom e 
g ra fte d  upon the S ou the rn  m in d .
N o tw ith s ta n d in g  the d if f ic u lt ie s  o r  h in d ra n c e s  in v o lv e d , and 
d e sp ite  the fa c t  th a t l i t t le  has been done in  the w ay o f re v is io n ,  the 
o r ig in a l K u  K lu x  K la n  is  c e r ta in ly  a s u b je c t w o rth y  o f s tudy. No 
m a t te r  w h a t co n te x t in  w h ic h  i t  m ig h t  be a pp ro ach e d  — ra c is t ,  
n a t iv is t ,  f r a te r n a l is t ic ,  in  o r  o u t o f any t r a d i t io n  o f v io le n c e  — 
the K la n  sh ou ld  be a tt ra c t iv e  to  h is to r ia n s  and o th e r  w r i t e r s .  F o r  
th a t m a tte r ,  a g re a t d ea l o f m a te r ia l has been p u b lis h e d  on the K la n  
o v e r  the y e a rs , and th is  l i t e r a tu r e  w i l l  be b r ie f ly  su rv e y e d  in  th is  
and the fo l lo w in g  c h a p te r , bu t c o n s id e r in g  the b iz a r re  and m y s te r io u s
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c h a ra c te r  o f the  o rg a n iz a tio n , w h e th e r one is  re p e lle d  o r  d ra w n  
by th a t c h a ra c te r ,  i t  is  ra th e r  s tra n g e  tha t m o re  has n o t been done 
in  re c e n t y e a rs .
T h e re  is  an u rg e n t need fo r  such s tud y . The K u  K lu x  K la n  
is  a q u ir k  o f the A m e r ic a n  p a s t w h ich  has p e c u lia r  re le v a n c y  fo r  
today. V ie w ed  as a un ique  response  to un ique  c irc u m s ta n c e s  o r  as 
a m a n ife s ta tio n  o f a s u b lim in a l co ns ta n t o f v io le n c e  in  the A m e r ic a n  
p syche , the K la n  m e r its  p e r io d ic  re v ie w  as do the o th e r fe a tu re s  o f 
R e c o n s tru c t io n . In  l ig h t  o f the m o ra l co nn o ta tion s  i t  is  re m a rk a b le  
th a t i t  has n o t com e. A ls o  re m a rk a b le  a re  som e o f the th ing s  th a t 
have been p re v io u s ly  w r it te n  about the K la n , a ltho ug h  th e ir  s in g u la r  
n a tu re  is  som ew ha t le ssen e d  by an u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f the p s y c h o lo g ic a l 
and s o c ia l a tm o s p h e re  in  w h ich  th e y  w e re  com posed.
In  1902 , P ro fe s s o r  John B u rge ss  o f C o lu m b ia  U n iv e rs ity  
m ade the fo l lo w in g  co m m e n t on the K la n : "T h e  appea rance  o f both  
the  L o y a l Leagues and the K u  K lu x  K la n s  in  the m a n n e r in  w h ich  
th e y  appea red , ough t n o t to cause any s u rp r is e  to  the s tud e n t o f 
h is to r y .  These  w o rd s  a re  both  in te re s t in g  and re v e a lin g , f o r
B u rg e s s , who was a p ro fe s s o r  o f p o l i t ic a l  th e o ry  and h is to r y  and a 
g re a t  b e lie v e r  in  the o rd e re d  s ta te , was o f fe r in g  h e re  a c e r ta in
1 9 jo h n  W . B u rg e s s , R e c o n s tru c t io n  and the C o n s titu t io n , 
1866-1876, (New Y o rk ,  1902), 252.
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ra t io n a le  fo r  the d is o rd e r  s u rro u n d in g  the K u  K lu x  K la n  w h ic h  he 
b e lie v e d  any s tuden t o f h is to r y  shou ld  accep t. W hat he m e a nt, o f 
c o u rs e , and w h a t o th e rs  b e fo re  h im  and a fte r  have made even m o re  
e x p lic it  in  th e ir  ra t io n a liz a t io n s  o f the  K la n , is  th a t m en have a lw ays  
bound th e m s e lv e s  to g e th e r, o v e r t ly  o r  c o v e r t ly ,  in  u n if ie d  response  
to  the la c k  o f e s ta b lis h e d  p ow e r o r  the o v e re x e rc is e  o f i t .  In  the 
case o f the K u  K lu x  K la n  B u rge ss  found  i t  to  be a " r a th e r  n a tu ra l,  "  
i f  n o t p a r t ic u la r ly  "p ra is e w o r th y "  d eve lo pm en t o f the R e c o n s tru c t io n  
e ra . S t i l l ,  he b e lie v e d  th a t w h e th e r "n a tu ra l o r  not . . .  i t  is  a lw a ys  
to be e xpe c ted " tha t such  o rg a n iz a tio n s  w i l l  e m e rge  when m en f in d  
th e m s e lv e s  a t the m e rc y  o f u s u rp e rs .
A lth o u g h  P ro fe s s o r  B u rg e ss  fa l ls  ra th e r  n e a tly  in to  a c a te ­
g o ry  o f R e c o n s tru c tio n  h is to r ia n s  whose su b s ta n tiv e  though t re g a rd ­
in g  the p e r io d  has been la rg e ly  re v is e d , h is  e xp la n a tio n  o f the Ku 
K lu x  phenom enon co u ld  re s t  e a s ily  a nyw here  w ith in  the e n t ire  s p e c ­
t ru m  o f R e c o n s tru c tio n  and K la n  h is to r io g ra p h y .  F ro m  K la n  days 
u n t i l  the p re s e n t, a p o lo g is ts  o f the hooded o rd e r  and even som e o f 
i t s  d e tra c to rs  have o ffe re d  ro u g h ly  the sam e p ro p o s it io n : the K u  K lu x  
K la n  o rg a n iz a tio n  was a p re d ic ta b le  re a c tio n  on the p a r t  o f p o s t-  
C iv i l  W a r w h ite  s o u th e rn e rs  to the u n co n ve n tio n a l c o n d itio n s  then  
p re v a il in g .  O p in ions and a ttitu d e s  have p a r te d  s e v e re ly  beyond th is
2 0 lb id .
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
18
p o in t,  h o w e v e r, depending upon the p a r t ic u la r  h is to r ia n 's  concept 
o f ju s t  w ha t the "c o n d it io n s "  w e re  w h ich  evoked th a t e x tr a o rd in a ry  
but u nd e rs tan da b le  response  o r w hat p r io r i t ie s  e m e rg in g  K la n s m e n  
m ig h t have h e ld  in  re g a rd  to re e s ta b lis h in g  co nve n tio n s . On the one 
hand the e x tre m e  a p o lo g is t w ou ld  say th a t c o n d itio n s  w e re  in to le ra b le  
in  the p o s tw a r South, b o rd e r in g  on s o c ia l,  p o l i t ic a l  and econ om ic  
a n a rc h y , and th a t the K la n  was b o rn  o f p u re s t m o tiv e s . The 
d e tra c t in g  e x tr e m is t  w o u ld  say, on the o th e r  hand, tha t the  u n s e ttle d  
s ta te  o f th ing s  was a n a tu ra l c o n d itio n  in  v ie w  o f the re v o lu t io n a ry  
changes co m in g  w ith  R e c o n s tru c t io n , and the K u  K lu x  K la n  was a 
b a s e ly  in s p ire d ,  t e r r o r is t i c  fo rc e  fo r  p o l i t ic a l  and ra c ia l 
counte r -  re  v o lu tio n .
In  a d d it io n , th e re  a re  those  s c h o la rs , who m a y be e ith e r  
p ro  o r  con, who a re  le s s  co nce rned  w ith  the fa c tu a l d e ta ils  o f the  
s itu a t io n  and m o re  a p p re c ia tiv e  o f the  p re v a il in g  m e n ta l a tm o s p h e re . 
F o r  the m  in te lle c tu a l c u rre n ts  re v e a l the  t ru e  essence o f h is to r y .
I t  is  m o re  e s s e n tia l to  know  w hat people  b e lie v e d  to be happen ing  
to  the m  than i t  is  to  know  the v e r if ia b le  fa c ts , f o r  a c tion s  and 
re a c tio n s  on a b ro a d  sca le  re s u lt  d ir e c t ly  f ro m  c o lle c t iv e  thought 
p ro c e s s e s  w h ich  m a y  o r  m a y  not re f le c t  the t ru e  s ta te  o f a f fa ir s .
Such w r i te r s  m ig h t say, as one has, th a t the "K u  K lu x  K la n  was a 
s e c re t  t e r r o r is t  o rg a n iz a tio n  . . . who though t th a t v io le n c e  was the 
o n ly  a nsw e r to  the m i l i t a r y  and c o r ru p t  g ove rn m e n ts  im p o s e d  on the
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c o n s id e ra tio n  is  not w h e th e r the c o r ru p t io n  o r  u s u rp a tio n  o f pow e r 
o r  s o c ia l re v o lu t io n  was a c tu a lly  o c c u r r in g  a t the  t im e , bu t tha t 
m o s t w h ite  s o u th e rn e rs  b e lie v e d  i t  to  be, ju s t  as the y  b e lie v e d  th e ir  
own a c tion s  to be the c o r re c t  co u rse  fo r  c o m b a tin g  such d e ve lo p ­
m e n ts . In  any e ven t, th e re  is ,  in  such a l ig h t,  an u nd e rs ta n d a b le  
ra is o n  d 'e tre  fo r  the K la n .
W ith  the b la c k  h is to r ia n s  the m a tte r  o f the K u  K lu x  K la n  
has g e n e ra l ly  been h an d led  ra th e r  s im p ly  as an e x p lo s iv e  e ru p tio n  
o f the w h ite  r a c ia l p e rv e rs io n  w h ic h  has ta in te d  the w ho le  o f the 
n a tio n ’ s h is to r y .  F ro m  the M a rx is t  W. E . B . D u B o is  o f a p as t 
g e n e ra tio n  to the m i l i t a n t  L e ro n e  B e n n e tt, J r .  , o f tod a y , the ty p ic a l 
N e g ro  s c h o la r  has v ie w e d  the K la n  in  unb lended shades o f b la c k  and 
w h ite . F o r  D u B o is  the K la n  was m e re ly  an e x te n s io n  and re v iv a l o f 
p o s tw a r "oa thbound  o r d e rs "  whose p u rpo se  was to "e x te n d  s la v e ry  
a t a l l  h a z a rd s . F o r  B en n e tt i t  was in v o lv e d  w ith  re te n t io n  o f
"p o w e r"  and " c o n t r o l "  by the w h ite s , w ith  the p urpo se  o f the pow e r 
and the o b je c t o f the c o n tro l be ing  su b ju g a tio n  o f b la c k  m en . "T h e  
w ho le  o f A m e r ic a  b e fo re  A p p o m a tto x  was a huge K u  K lu x  K la n , "
1967), 268.
22 W . E . B . D u B o is , B la c k  R e c o n s tru c t io n  (New Y o rk ,
1935), 6 78 -80.
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says B e n n e tt, w ith  the s ta te  g u a ra n te e ing  "the  a lie n a tio n  o f e v e ry  
b la c k -w h ite  re la t io n .  "  B u t w ith  the d em ise  o f le g a l s la v e ry ,  he 
a s s e r ts , "T h e  K la n  cam e in to  be ing  to p ro v id e  the v io le n c e  o f 
s e p a ra t io n " a fte r  the w a r and to "o rg a n iz e  the e x tra -g o v e rn m e n ta l 
fo rc e  n e c e s s a ry  to  m ake  the s ta te  once a ga in  the p r in c ip a l engine 
o f v io le n c e  a g a in s t A fr ic a n -A m e r ic a n s .
P e rh a p s  D u B o is  and B en n e tt, because o f th e ir  e x tre m e  
d is ta s te  fo r  the K la n , o f fe r  the b e s t te s t im o n y  fo r  the odd t ru th  in  
th a t s ta te m e n t o f P ro fe s s o r  B u rg e s s ',  m ade so long  ago. E ven  the 
b la c k  h is to r ia n s  do not seem  to  be " s u rp r is e d "  th a t the K u  K lu x  
a ro s e . F o r  tha t m a t te r ,  g iven  th e ir  p o s it io n , i t  m a y  be th a t they 
a re  le a s t  s u rp r is e d  o f a l l .  B u t w h a te v e r the case, re g a rd in g  a t t i ­
tudes to w a rd  ra ce  o r the  s ta te  o f a f fa ir s  in  the South o f R e c o n s tru c ­
t io n ,  and the " t r u th s "  th e re o f, h is to r ia n s  s ince  the t im e  o f its  
e x is ten ce  seem  to have been say ing  tha t hum an n a tu re  be ing  w hat i t  
is ,  the K la n  o r  s o m e th in g  lik e  i t  was to  be expected . Some have 
f e l t  c o m p e lle d  to show o th e r e xam ples  o f such o c c u rre n c e s  in  h is to r y  
— the Saxon m o s s - tro o p e rs  o f N o rm a n  E ng land , the C a rb o n a r i o f the 
I ta l ia n  re p u b lic a n  m o ve m en t, the v ig ila n te s  o f the  A m e r ic a n  f r o n t ie r ,  
and even R o b in  Hood — but a l l  o f the c o m p a ris o n s  a re  q u ite  s tra in e d
2 3 i,e ro n e  B en n e tt, J r . ,  B la c k  P o w e r, IE  , The
H um an Side o f R e c o n s tru c t io n , 1867-1877 (B a lt im o re ,  1969), 368.
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in  v ie w  o f d is s im i la r  c ir c u m s ta n c e s . C onse q ue n tly  m o s t w r i te r s  
have been con ten t to e x p la in  the K la n  as be ing  a t once un ique  but 
n o t u n n a tu ra l.
The l i te r a tu r e  o f the K u  K lu x  K la n  does no t, then , on the 
w h o le , co n ta in  a g re a t d ea l o f p h ilo s o p h ic a l c o m m e n t on the causes 
b eh in d  the  p ro l i fe r a t io n  o f the s e c re t  s o c ie ty . The s itu a t io n  be ing  
w h a t i t  w as, and m en  be ing  w hat they  a re , the K la n  ju s t  happened: 
such is  the a pp ro ach  take n  by m o s t w r i t e r s  on the s u b je c t. One 
m a y  n o t app rove  — and p erhaps  m o s t m o d e rn  w r i t e r s  do no t — 
b u t one cannot deny. T h us , even today, as noted  e a r l ie r ,  the  K la n  
is  g e n e ra l ly  s tud ie d  in  an a c a d e m ic , n o n - in te rp re t iv e ,  s tra n g e ly  
t r a d i t io n a l m o ld . The shaping o f th a t m o ld , h o w e v e r, re q u ire d  an 
a p r io r i  c o n c e p tu a liz a tio n  o f the e n tire  R e c o n s tru c t io n  p e r io d  tha t 
was la rg e ly  o f p h ilo s o p h ic a l d im e n s io n s . The c u r io u s  th ing  about 
i t  is  th a t the g e n e ra l concepts have now m oved  d e c id e d ly  to w a rd  
l ib e r a l  r e v is io n is m  w h ile  in te rp re ta t io n s  o f the K u  K lu x  K la n  have 
re m a in e d  re la t iv e ly  h idebound in  t r a d i t io n a l is m .  A l l  o f th is  is  to 
say th a t the s to ry  o f  the K u  K lu x  K la n  has been to ld  in  m uch  the 
sam e w ay fo r  o v e r one h un dred  y e a rs  now.
The f i r s t  people  to  w r ite  on the s u b je c t w e re  the p ro ta g o n ­
is ts  th e m s e lv e s , and th e ir  v ie w p o in ts  on the o r ig in ,  m e a n in g , and 
fu n c t io n  o f the hooded o rd e r  w e re  a lm o s t a d ir e c t  re f le c t io n  o f each 
p a r t ic u la r  w r i t e r 's  p o l i t ic s  o r  a tt itu d e  to w a rd  R e c o n s tru c t io n . W hat
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th is  m e a ns, o f c o u rs e , is  th a t a t f i r s t  th e re  w e re  some s in g u la r ly  
c o n tra ry  though ts on the K la n . M o s t o f th is  d is c o u rs in g  a ppea red  
in  the  p a r t is a n  p re s s  o f the  day and p erhaps  does n o t d e se rve  a 
p lace  in  the le g it im a te  K u  K lu x  h is to r io g ra p h y .  I t  w o u ld  be some 
y e a rs  a f te r  the fa c t  b e fo re  any s e r io u s  s tud y  o f p a r t ic u la r  
R e c o n s tru c t io n  to p ic s  w o u ld  be u n d e rta k e n , and by  then  o ld  a n i­
m o s it ie s  had becom e d e s e n s itiz e d  and ra c ia l p re ju d ic e s  in te l le c tu -  
a liz e d . N e v e r th e le s s , c o n te m p o ra ry  e x p re s s io n s  re g a rd in g  the 
K la n  a re  both  in te re s t in g  and im p o r ta n t .
A lo n g  w ith  o f f ic ia l  g o v e rn m e n ta l s o u rc e s , re p o r ts  o f 
t r a v e le rs  in  the South and re m in is c e n c e s  o f p a r t ic ip a n ts ,  a l l  o f 
w h ic h  a re  abou t e q u a lly  u n re lia b le  in  th is  c o nn ec tio n , new spape rs  
o f the  t im e  o ffe r  the m a jo r  p r im a r y  s o u rc e  fo r  the  s tud y  o f the K la n . 
A lth o u g h  p e r io d  m a n u s c r ip t  m a te r ia l abounds in  the  a rc h iv e s ,  
in c lu d in g  le t te rs  and p a p e rs  o f som e know n K la n  le a d e rs , th is  
m a te r ia l ,  w h ich  n o rm a l ly  w o u ld  be the essence o f  any h is to r ia n 's  
w o rk ,  is  p r a c t ic a l ly  d e v o id  o f in fo rm a t io n  on the  K u  K lu x  o rg a n iz a ­
t io n . The re a son s  a re  o bv ious  and have been s ta te d  p re v io u s ly ;  
a n t i-K u  K lu x  la w s  and vows o f s e c re c y . T h e re fo re ,  any s tuden t 
o f the K la n  m u s t r e ly  h e a v ily  on w hat was s a id  and  w r it te n  fo r  p u b lic  
co n su m p tio n  and p a r tis a n  p ropaganda . He m u s t in te r p re t  i t  as b e s t 
he can in  l ig h t  o f w ha t o th e r  s c h o la rs  have shown to be the e x is t in g  
c irc u m s ta n c e s  a t a g iv e n  m o m e n t d u r in g  R e c o n s tru c t io n . A n d  th is
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is  w ha t a l l  h is to r ia n s  o f the K la n  have done to a g re a te r  o r  le s s e r
O f the c a te g o r ie s  o f s o u rces  m e n tio n e d  above, the le a s t 
va lu a b le , f r o m  a fa c tu a l s ta n d p o in t, a re  the re p o r ts  and re c o lle c ­
tio n s  o f to u r in g  jo u rn a lis ts  and o th e r s o jo u rn e rs  in  the p o s tw a r 
South. T hom as C la rk  and F le tc h e r  G reen  have done a re m a rk a b le  
jo b  in  c o m p ilin g  a b ib l io g ra p h y  o f such w o rk s  f o r  the p e r io d ^ ^  and 
f r o m  th is  type  o f p ub lis h e d  n a r ra t iv e ,  w h e re  th e re  a re  com m ents  
on the K u  K lu x ,  the y  a re  d u t i fu l ly  p a r t is a n  and ty p ic a l ly  m o re  
fa l la c io u s  than even the c o n te m p o ra ry  new sp a pe rs  — and fo r  the 
sam e re a son s .
M o s t o f the im p o r ta n t  jo u r n a lis t ic  a ccou n ts  o f the 
R e c o n s tru c t io n  scene by  o u ts id e  re p o r te rs  came e ith e r  b e fo re  o r  
a f te r  the h eyd ay  o f the K la n  and thus have l i t t le  o f substance  to 
o f fe r  on the s u b je c t. One e xcep tion  is  the n a r ra t iv e  o f R o b e rt
24,Thom as D. C la rk  and F le tc h e r  G re e n , eds. , T ra v e ls  in  
the  New  South, 1865-1955 (2 v o ls . ; N o rm a n , O k la . , 1962).
John T . T ro w b r id g e , The South (B o s to n , 1866), and W h ite la w  R e id , 
A f te r  the W a r ; A  S ou the rn  T o u r (New Y o rk , 1866), a l l  p re ced ed  the 
K K K  in  the South; E d w a rd  K in g , The S ou the rn  S ta tes o f N o rth  
A m e r ic a  (H a r t fo rd ,  1875), C h a rle s  N o rd h o ff,  The C o tton  S ta tes in  
the S p r in g  and S um m e r o f 1875 (New Y o rk ,  1875), and Jam es S, 
P ik e ,  The P ro s tra te  S ta te ; South C a ro lin a  U n de r N e g ro  G o v e rn m e n t 
(New Y o rk ,  1874), p ub lis h e d  th e ir  a ccounts a f te r  K la n  a c t iv it ie s  had 
su bs id e d .
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
S o m e rs , the E n g lis h  jo u r n a l is t  who to u re d  the lo w e r South in  1870- 
71. S om ers  had a p ro -S o u th e rn  ben t but h is  com m ents  on the K la n  
a re , w h ile  ra th e r  in no cu ou s , n e v e rth e le s s  in te re s t in g  in  th a t the y  a re  
ty p ic a l o f w ha t w o u ld  la te r  com e to be the accep ted  t ra d i t io n .  H is  
e x p la n a tio n  o f the o rd e r  f i t s  the "n a tu ra l d e v e lo p m e n t" th e s is  p e r ­
fe c t ly  and cou ld  have been w r it te n  a t any t im e  in  the p as t c e n tu ry . O f 
the o r ig in  o f the K la n , he sa id , i t  was "o n e  o f those  s e c re t  o rg a n iz a ­
tio n s  w h ic h  sp ra ng  up in  d is o rd e re d  s ta te s  o f s o c ie ty , when the honds 
o f law  and g o v e rn m e n t a re  a l l  bu t d is s o lv e d , and w hen no co n fid en ce  
is  fe l t  in  the re g u la r  p u b lic  a d m in is tr a t io n  o f ju s t ic e .  C o rre s p o n d ­
in g  n e a tly  w ith  w h a t w ou ld  la te r  com e to be the s ta n d a rd  v e rs io n  o f the 
" r is e  and f a l l "  o f the K u  K lu x ,  and pe rha ps  h e lp in g  to  g en era te  i t ,  
S o m e rs , in  h is  w id e ly  re a d  n a r ra t iv e ,  re p o r te d  th a t:
F o r  a t im e  the " K u -K lu x "  e n joyed  the re s p e c t, i f  not 
the co n fid en ce , o f the "c o n q u e re d  p o p u la t io n ;"  b u t n e a r ly  
a l l  tra c e  o f th is  m y s te r io u s  league  has now h a p p ily  d is ­
app ea re d  f ro m  the c o u n try , o r ,  w h e re  s t i l l  e x ta n t in  any 
fo rm ,  its  ro le  has been taken  up by m e re  m a ra u d e rs , 
b e tw ix t w hom  and the w h ite  peop le  th e re  is  no m a n ne r 
o f s y m p a th y .
S om ers  then  o ffe rs  an e x c e lle n t c o n te m p o ra ry  e xam ple  o f the 
S ou the rn  p a ll ia t io n  o f the K la n  th a t w o u ld  soon com e to be ra th e r
^ ^ T h e  S o u th e rn  S ta te s  S in c e  the W a r , 1870-71 (R e p r in t ;  
T u s c a lo o s a  M la ._ 7 ,  1965).
2 7 lb id . , 153.
2 8 lb id . , 152.
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u n iv e rs a l ly  accep ted . I t  w as, as the them e had i t ,  a g e n e ra l ly  
com m endab le  and h ig h -m in d e d  body in  i ts  e a r ly  pha ses , and c e r ­
ta in ly  u n d e rs ta n d a b le , b u t then , as the " r e d e e m in g "  o f the 
so u th e rn  s ta tes  p ro g re s s e d  and law  and o rd e r  was re s to re d  — 
the K la n  h av ing  s e rv e d  its  p u rpose  — the o rg a n iz a tio n  began to f a l l  
on h a rd  t im e s , the b e t te r  e lem en ts  le f t  i t ,  and the  once re s p e c ta b le  
o rd e r  passed  in to  the hands, o f w ha t S om ers  h im s e lf  c a lle d , " u t te r  
sc o u n d re ls . "  W h ite  S o u th e rn e rs  a t th is  t im e , i t  seem s w e re  a lre a d y  
d eve lo p ing  a defense  o r  excuse fo r  the  K la n  a b e r ra t io n .  T h is  they  
w o u ld  h o ld  so s tre n u o u s ly  th a t e v e n tu a lly  even m o s t o f the n a tio n  
cam e to a ccep t i t  and, w h a t is  m o re , came to b e lie v e  i t .  E v id en ce  
th a t m o s t w h ite s  in  the K u  K lu x  a re a  o f the South w e re  a lre a d y  
a rra n g in g  th e ir  though ts to w a rd  the in c o rp o ra t io n  o f such b e lie fs  a t 
th is  t im e  (1872) is  a p p a re n t in  the ad nauseam  re p e t it io n s  o f i t  
w h ich  a ppea r in  con te m p ora n eo u s te s t im o n y  and new sp a pe r re p o r ts .
A s  noted  e a r l ie r ,  p e r io d  new spape rs  c o n s titu te  a r ic h  and 
va lua b le  so u rce  fo r  the h is to r ia n  o f the K la n , and in  re v ie w in g  the 
w r it in g s  on the s e c re t o rd e r  som e co m m e n t on p re s s  accoun ts  o f 
i t s  a c t iv it ie s  is  n e c e s s a ry . M o s t p re v io u s  w o rk s  on the K la n , 
w h e th e r s c h o la r ly  o r  ro m a n t ic ,  have , f r o m  n e c e s s ity , re l ie d  
h e a v ily  on th is  so u rce  (as w i l l  th is  study) s in ce  re p o r t in g  and 
e d ito r ia l iz in g  on the do ings o f the K u  K lu x e rs  was q u ite  com m on  
a t the t im e  and such s o u rc e s  a re  re a d ily  a c c e s s ib le . T h e re  is .
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and has been, a p ro b le m  in  th is  re g a rd , h o w e v e r, fo r  m o s t n e w s­
papers  o f tha t day w e re  w ild ly  and im p e n ite n tly  p a r tis a n  on the 
w hole  bus iness  o f R e c o n s tru c t io n  and c e r ta in ly  on the K u  K lu x  K la n , 
and even the best o f K la n  s c h o la rs  have been som ew hat in d is c r im i­
nate  in  th e ir  s e le c tio n s  o f su p p o rtiv e  c ita tio n s , Not\% ithstand ing  the 
dange r in v o lv e d , o r ,  b e t te r ,  w ith  an aw areness  o f i t ,  the w id e s p re a d  
n ew spape r c o m m e n ta ry  on the s e lf - s ty le d  In v is ib le  E m p ire  fo rm s  
both  a u s e fu l so u rce  and an in te g ra l p a r t  o f the l i te ra tu re  on the 
Sub ject.
A  tho ro u gh  in v e s tig a tio n  o f the K la n  and the new spape rs  is  
beyond the scope o f th is  s tudy. Indeed, i t  w o u ld  m ake  a p ro p e r  su b ­
je c t  fo r  d e f in it iv e  re s e a rc h . T h e re  can be o ffe re d  h e re , h ow e ve r, 
som e g e n e ra l re m a rk s  as to the n a tu re  o f such w r it in g  and its  p lace  
in  the o v e ra ll s t ru c tu re  o f K la n  h is to r io g ra p h y .
O w ing to the u nusua l c h a ra c te r  o f the o rg a n iz a tio n , 
how e ve r " n a tu ra l"  m ig h t have been its  e m e rge n ce , e a r l ie s t  n ew s­
p a p e r c o m m e n ta ry  on its  a c t iv it ie s  seem s to  have been la rg e ly  
s a t i r ic  and w h im s ic a l.  C o u n try  e d ito rs  in  the  p laces w here  the 
K la n  was s p r in g in g  up seem  to have d e lig h te d  in  re p o r t in g  its  n o c ­
tu rn a l p e ra m b u la tio n s ; the y  w e re , h o w e v e r, c a re fu l a lw ays  to  deny 
any f irs th a n d  know ledge  and to a s s u re  th e ir  re a d e rs  th a t the 
m y s te r io u s  and c a b a lis t ic  "n o t ic e s "  w h ic h  they  m ig h t p u b lis h  had 
been s u r re p t i t io u s ly  put in to  th e ir  hands by "p e rs o n s  unknow n. "
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R e fe ren ces  o f th is  s o r t  a re  p le n t ifu l fo r  the h is to r ia n  and some 
in te re s t in g  exam ples  w i l l  be u t i l iz e d  in  la te r  ch ap te rs  o f th is  s tudy. 
I t  seem s app a ren t tha t in  the s m a ll tow ns the c o n s e rv a tiv e  e d ito rs  
w e re  g e n e ra lly  am ong the o rg a n iz e rs  o f the lo c a l K u  K lu x  groups 
and, in  som e in s ta n c e s , w e re  p ro m in e n t vo ices  in  the s ta te  m o v e ­
m e n ts . T h us , as m ig h t be expected , in  the e a r ly  stages o f the K la n  
y e a rs , 1866-67 , the o rd e r  seem s to have en joyed  a v e ry  fa v o ra b le
The R e pu b lica n  o r  o p p o s itio n  papers w e re  a ls o  q u ic k  to 
n o tice  the  K u K lu x . A lth o u g h  th e re  was l i t t le  in  the w ay o f an 
o rg a n iz e d  R e pu b lica n  p re s s  in  the South d u r in g  the f i r s t  y e a r o r  so 
o f the K la n  e ra , those p u b lis h e rs  and e d ito rs  who w e re  so in c lin e d  
seem ed in tu it iv e ly  to sense the p o li t ic a l im p lic a t io n s  o f the o rg a n i­
z a tio n , and th e re  a re  a ra sh  o f K u K lu x  re p o r ts  and e d ito r ia ls  
e x ta n t f ro m  about the m id d le  o f 1866 w h ich  a re  g e n e ra l ly  negative  
in  tone. The N o rth e rn  ra d ic a l p re s s , a ls o  g ro w in g  in  v o ice  by tha t 
t im e ,  w ould  q u ic k ly  p ic k  up the them e. F ro m  1867 on. R e pu b lica n  
e d ito rs  and re p o r te rs  w e re  ab le  to get v a lua b le  m ile a g e , 
jo u r n a l is t ic a l ly  and p o l i t ic a l ly ,  f ro m  th e ir  e x p o s it io n s  o f the a lle g e d  
K la n  "o u tra g e s "  and "c o n s p ira c y "  in  the South.
In te re s t in g ly  enough. S ou the rn  R e p u b lica n  e d ito rs ,  in  the 
s m a lle r  tow ns a t le a s t, n e v e r becam e q u ite  as s h r i l l  o r  v i t r i o l i c  
in  th e ir  a tta c k s  on the K u  K lu x e rs  as d id  th e ir  b ig  c ity  and n o r th e rn
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c o u n te rp a r ts . Indeed , in  any e x te n s iv e  re v ie w in g  o f a p p lic a b le  
n ew spape rs  one is  s tru c k  by  the g e n e ra l q u ie tude  in  the  c o u n try  
R e p u b lica n  w e e k lie s  in  the South in  re g a rd  to K la n  o u tb re a k s . A nd  
th is  a t the sam e t im e  th a t such a f fa ir s  w e re  b e in g  tru m p e te d  so 
lo u d ly  e ls e w h e re . The e xp la n a tio n  fo r  th is  pe rha ps  lie s  in  the fa c t 
th a t a la rg e  pe rcen tag e  o f the e d ito rs  o f such p a p e rs  w e re  lo n g - t im e  
re s id e n ts  o f th e ir  tow ns and w e re  d e s iro u s  o f m a in ta in in g  a ra p p o r t  
w ith  th e ir  C o n s e rv a t iv e /D e m o c ra t ic  n e ig h b o rs . A ls o ,  one m ig h t 
su spe c t th a t econ om ics  was a co n c e rn , f o r ,  d e sp ite  the fa c t  th a t 
m a n y  o f these coun ty  jo u rn a ls  e n joyed  the boon o f p r in t in g  a l l  o f f ic ia l  
p a r ty  n o tice s  and such, the y  w e re  s t i l l  h e a v ily  dependent upon th e ir  
a d v e r t is e rs ,  the b u lk  o f w hom  p ro b a b ly  s y m p a th iz e d  w ith  the K la n . 
T h is  s o r t  o f "n o t -b i t in g - th e -h a n d "  type  o f n o n -c o n t ro v e rs ia l 
jo u r n a lis m  is  a p p a re n t even  in  the u rb a n  p re s s  o f today . In  the K u  
K lu x  s tro n g h o ld s , fe a r  no doubt m u ffle d  the pens o f the le s s  h a rd y  
R e p u b lica n  e d ito rs  a ltho ug h  th e re  a re  no re c o rd e d  in s ta n c e s  o f K la n  
a tta c k s  upon c ru s a d in g  jo u r n a lis ts .
A t  about th is  sam e p o in t in  t im e  th e re  was a n o tic e a b le  
change in  the so u th e rn  c o n s e rv a tiv e  p re s s  in  re la t io n  to  the K la n . 
T h ro u g h o u t 1867 and in to  1868 the l ig h th e a r te d  w h im s y  w ith  w h ich  
such  jo u rn a ls  had f i r s t  g re e te d  the g h o s tly  s o c ie ty  seem ed to g ive  
way g e n e ra l ly  to e ith e r  a p o lo g ie s , e xcuse s , o r  s ile n c e  on the m a tte r .  
The K la n  was ta k in g  a m u ch  h a rd e r  l in e  now , and its  p re s s  agents
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— m any of the  e d ito rs  good den b ro th e rs  the m se lve s  — w e re  being 
fo rc e d  in to  a c le a r -c u t  o ffe n s iv e  o r  d e fe ns ive  p o s tu re . M any 
jo u rn a lis ts  a d a m a n tly  den ied  the e x is te n c e  o f the o rg a n iz a tio n , even 
in  the face  o f re g u la r  K u  K lu x  o p e ra tio n s  in  th e ir  lo c a le s . Some 
adopted  the d ev ice  o f s im p ly  re p o r t in g  its  "a lle g e d "  do ings; o th e rs  
becam e q u ite  d e m o n s tra t iv e  in  its  su pp o rt.
The la t te r  p o s it io n  was m ade ra th e r  un tenab le  b eg inn ing  in  
1868 when the s o u th e rn  s ta te s , u n d e r R e pu b lica n  c o n tro l,  began to 
fo l lo w  the lead  o f Tennessee  and enact v a r io u s  ca te g o r ie s  o f a n t i-  
K u  K lu x  le g is la t io n .  The p u b lic a t io n  o f the b iz a r re  K la n  "n o t ic e s "  
and o f f ic ia l  re p o r ts  o f m e e ting s  p ra c t ic a l ly  ceased w ith  these e na c t­
m e n ts . The c e ssa tio n  was h u r r ie d  in  some a re as  by the m i l i t a r y  
a u th o r it ie s  who w e re  a d m in is te r in g  the te rm s  o f the C o n g re s s io n a l 
R e c o n s tru c t io n  A c ts . The fo l lo w in g  o rd e r ,  fo r  e xam p le , c e r ta in ly  
put A la ba m a  e d ito rs  s tra ig h t  on the p r in t in g  o f K u  K lu x  n o tice s  no 
m a tte r  how "m y s te r io u s ly "  the y  m a y have re c e iv e d  them .
H e a d q u a rte rs  - S u b -D is tr ic t  o f A labam a 
M o n tg o m e ry , A la b a m a , A p r i l  4, 1868
G e n e ra l O rd e rs  No. 11
I. The o u tra g es  a g a in s t l i f e ,  the peace and good o rd e r  
o f the c o m m u n ity , in  th is  S u b -D is tr ic t ,  p e rp e tra te d  by 
a band, d is g u is e d  w ith  m a s k s , and s ty lin g  i t s e l f  the 
"K u  K lu x  K la n , "  c o n s titu te s  a p u b lic  e v il:  I t  is  th e re ­
fo re  o rd e re d  th a t the v a r io u s  s h e r if fs ,  m a y o rs , 
m a rs h a ls ,  m a g is tra te s  . . . and p o lic e  w i l l  be he ld  
a ccoun tab le  b y  the P o s t C o m m a n de rs , o v e r th e ir  
re s p e c tiv e  d is t r ic t s ,  f o r  the s u p p re s s io n  o f the 
in itq u ito u s  o rg a n iz a tio n , and the a pp re h e n s io n  o f its  
m e m b e rs  w h e re v e r found.
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W hen app re he n s ion s  a re  made and the Code o f 
A la b a m a  is  s ile n t  on the su b je c t o f the o ffences  fo r  
w h ich  ch arge d , the p r is o n e rs  w i l l  be tu rn e d  o v e r to 
the c o m m a nd e r o f the p ro p e r m i l i t a r y  post . . . w ith  
a v ie w  to t r i a l  by M i l i t a r y  C o m m is s io n .
I t  sh ou ld  be d u ly  c o n s id e re d  tha t the Code of 
A la b a m a  d e r iv e s  i ts  v i t a l i t y  f ro m  the C om m anding  
G e n e ra l o f the T h ird  M i l i t a r y  D is t r ic t  . . . and 
w h e re  th e re  happens to be a seem ing  d if fe re n c e  
between i t  and the m i l i t a r y  o rd e rs  . . . the la t te r  a re  
ru le d  as p a ram o u n t.
I I .  A l l  p la c a rd s  and new spaper ca rds o f the "K u  
K lu x  K la n "  a re  p ro h ib ite d , and the ig n o ra n c e  o f 
th e ir  e x is ten ce  w i l l  not be he ld  as an adequate 
excuse, i t  being the bus iness o f the c iv i l  and m i l i ­
ta r y  o ff ic e rs  to know w hat a p p e rta in s  to th e ir  
d u tie s . C itiz e n s  not h o ld in g  o ff ic e ,  lik e w is e ,  w i l l  
not be h e ld  g u il t le s s .
F u r th e r  o u tra g es  w i l l  be v iew ed  as ev idence  o f 
n e g le c t o f duty .
B y o rd e r  o f Col. & B r ' t  B r ig .  G en e ra l 
O. L .  S hepherd
W . T . H a rtz . ^9 
B r ' t  M a j.  U .S .A . ,  A .A . A .  G.
A ltho u gh  th is  ra th e r  e x tr a o rd in a ry  o rd e r  seem s to  have 
been d ire c te d  p ro m a r i ly  a t n e g lig e n t o f f ic ia ls ,  i t  is  obv ious tha t 
the new spape rs  w e re  a ls o  w ith in  its  la t itu d e . L o c a l e d ito rs  
a p p a re n tly  y ie ld e d  to the p re s s u re , fo r  " f ir s th a n d "  K la n  m a te r ia l is  
r a re ly  seen in  A la ba m a  p ap ers  subsequent to th is  date. E v id en ce  
o f any t r ia ls  by " m i l i t a r y  c o m m is s io n "  u nd e r th is  o rd e r  has not 
been unco ve red .
^ ^ P r in te d  in  M o u lto n  M la ._ /  A d v e r t is e r , A p r i l  17, 1968. 
See a ls o  H u n ts v il le  A d v o c a te , A p r i l  15, 1868, and M o n tg o m e ry  
M a i l , A p r i l  15, 1868.
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F o r  a v a r ie ty  o f reasons  then the jo c u la r  a pp ro ach  to  the 
K la n  was la rg e ly  abandoned in  n e w sp a pe rs . N o rth  and South, by 
1868. The p o l i t ic a l  p ra c t ic a l i t ie s  o f the o rg a n iz a tio n  w e re  being  
Scouted by  a l l  s ides  now and, though p u c k is h  c o n s e rv a tiv e  e d ito rs  
co u ld  no t r e s is t  p ro -K la n  anecdo tes on o cca s io n , m o s t e veryon e  
had becom e q u ite  s e r io u s  about the w ho le  b u s in e ss . A s the 
R ich m o n d  AVa.7 E n q u ire r  re f le c te d .
I t  is  now e v id e n t th a t th is  "K u  K lu x  K la n "  is  no t a 
m e a n in g le s s  m e r r y  A n d re w  o rg a n iz a tio n , b u t th a t 
u n d e r i ts  cap and b e lls ,  i t  h ides  a p u rpo se  as re s o lu te , 
n ob le , and h e ro ic  as th a t w h ic h  B ru tu s  co ncea led  
beneath the m a sk  o f w e ll  d is s e n .o le d  id io c y  . . . .  I t  
p ro m is e s ,  we hope, to b r in g  in to  the f ie ld  f o r  the 
defense  o f o u r l iv e s ,  l ib e r t y  and p ro p & rty , h un dred s  
o f thousands o f those  h e ro ic  m en who have been t r ie d  
and in d u ra te d  b y  the p e r i ls ,  d an ge rs , and s u ffe r in g s  
o f m i l i t a r y  s e rv ic e , 30
A s the  n o r th e rn  R a d ic a l p re ss  began to re c e iv e  and re p o r t  
w o rd  o f in c re a s in g ly  n um ero u s  "o u tra g e s "  c o m m itte d  by  the K la n  
in  the  South, th e re  seem ed to deve lop  a t the sam e t im e  a p e c u lia r  
a m b iv a le n c e  in  re g a rd  to  the o rd e r .  W h ile  b i t te r ly  a s s a il in g  K la n s -  
m en as " t e r r o r i s t i c  s a vag es" and " im p e n ite n t  r e b e ls "  m o s t 
th o u g h tfu l R e pu b lica n  jo u r n a lis ts  w o u ld  a ls o  accede  to  the w is d o m  
o f H o ra c e  G re e le y  o f the New Y o rk  T r ib u n e  who e a r ly  re c o g n iz e d
^^Q uo ted  in  N a tche z  / M i s s ^  W e e k ly  D e m o c ra t , A p r i l  13,
1868.
C h icago  T r ib u n e , N ov. 10, 1868.
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th a t e v e ry  K u  K lu x  a tr o c i ty  in  the South was b r in g in g  in c re a s e d  
s u p p o rt to the R a d ic a l cause. G re e le y ’ s D e m o c ra tic  c o u n te rp a r t 
a t the New Y o rk  H e ra ld  a lso  o b se rve d  th is  R a d ic a l a m b iv a le n c e . In  
co m m e n tin g  on w id e ly  re p o r te d  " d is o rd e r s "  in  the South, he n o te d :
" i t  is  w o rth y  o f n o tic e , h o w e v e r, th a t the re p o r te d  t e r r ib le  K u  K lu x  
o u tra g e s  a lw a ys  a re  m ade to assum e a fo rm id a b le  c h a ra c te r  a t the 
t im e  o f e le c tio n s  in  the N o rth  . . . .  We a re  in c lin e d  to  th in k  th a t th e re  
is  m uch  m o re  p o li t ic a l sm oke than re a l f i r e  in  these  re p o rts '. "  
S ou the rn  c o n s e rv a tiv e  e d ito rs  w e re  q u ite  su re  i t  was m o s t ly  a 
sm o k e s c re e n , o r  so the y  w ro te , and a tre m e nd ou s  a m oun t o f 
jo u r n a l is t ic  e n e rg y  w o u ld  be spen t in  t r y in g  to p ersua de  som eone tha t 
the  w hole  K u  K lu x  " a t r o c i t y "  lin e  was one m ass R a d ic a l fa b r ic a t io n .  
J u s t who th e y  w e re  t r y in g  to p e rsua de  is  a m y s te ry ;  n o r th e rn e rs  
a p p a re n tly  d id  n o t c a re  and s o u th e rn e rs , b la c k  and w h ite , knew  
b e tte r .
F ro m  1868 u n t i l  the K la n  faded  f r o m  the scene in  the 1870's 
th is  is  the g e n e ra l te n o r  to be noted in  the p re s s . The R a d ic a l 
e d ito rs  in  the N o rth  p laye d  up the K la n , the n o r th e rn  D e m o c ra ts  
p la y e d  i t  down; s o u th e rn  R e pu b lica n  e d ito rs  too k  pokes a t i t  but 
o fte n  lo o ke d  the o th e r w ay, and s o u th e rn  C o n s e rv a tiv e s  g e n e ra l ly
^ ^ R e p o rte d  in  Rome /G a . /  C o u r ie r , Sept. 8 , 1868. 
^^Q uo ted  in  A th e ns  /Â la .7  P o s t, A p r i l  14, 1871.
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den ied  th e re  was such a th in g . T h e re  was in  the la t te r  a pp ro ach  a
s o r t  o f p a th e tic  desp e ra te ne ss  w h ich  becom es q u ite  a p p a ren t w ith
the  scann ing  o f any b ro a d  segm en t o f such p a p e rs . I t  is  a lm o s t as
i f  these  e d ito rs  now v ie w e d  the K la n  as a F ra n k e n s te in  m o n s te r
w h ic h  was th re a te n in g  i t s  c re a to r .  A nd  the de fenses , e xcuses ,
d e n ia ls , and ch arge s  o f s p u rio u s  and fa ls e  K la n s  p o u re d  f ro m  th e ir
pens in  an a lm o s t p a ra n o id  fre n z y . T h ey  w e re  see ing , o f c o u rs e ,
the va lue  o f a good K u  K lu x  "o u tra g e "  to the R a d ic a l p re s s . One
ra th e r  sedate exam ple  o f th is  new d e p a rtu re  am ong so u th e rn  e d ito rs
is  th is  e d ito r ia l f r o m  the R ich m o n d  W h ig  w h ich  was cop ied  by m any
o th e r so u th e rn  p a p e rs , both  c o n s e rv a tiv e  and ra d ic a l;
W ho the K u  K lu x  a re ,  w h ere  the y  a re , w h e th e r indeed  
the y  a re  re a l people  o r  o n ly  c re a tu re s  o f the im a g in a ­
t io n , we cannot d e te rm in e . T h ey  a lw a ys  seem ed to  us 
to be m y th s . B u t i f  th e re  a re  r e a l ly  such people  in  any 
p o r t io n  o f the South, the y  a re  the v e ry  la s t  who have 
any r ig h t  to  a sk  o u r  s y m p a th y . T h ey  a re  w o rs e  enem ies 
to the  South than th e y  a re  to  the people  th e y  a re  sa id  to 
h a ra s s  and pun ish . T h e re  is  now bu t one c o m p la in t 
a g a in s t the South, and th a t is  th a t i t  a ffo rd s  a h a rb o r  
fo r  the K u  K lu x . L e t  the S ou the rn  people  com e to the 
d e te rm in a tio n  tha t th e re  s h a ll be no g ro un d  fo r  th is  
c o m p la in t.
M o re  ty p ic a l,  h o w e v e r, w e re  the c r ie s  o f " f o u l"  em a na ting  f ro m  the 
c o n s e rv a tiv e s  and the w h in in g  c o m p la in ts  th a t the ra d ic a ls  w e re  d is ­
to r t in g  e v e ry  " n a tu ra l"  c r im in a l  ep isode in to  a K u  K lu x  "o u tra g e . "
Q uoted  in  H u n ts v il le  A d vo ca te , Dec. 17, 1871.
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"T h e se  th ing s  a re  bad enough and too c o m m o n ,"  one such e d ito r  
c a n d id ly  a d m itte d , "b u t the R a d ic a l v e rs io n s  o f th e m , a re  a lw ays  
fa ls e  o r  in te n s e ly  c o lo re d  and u s u a lly  a t t r ib u te d  by the m  to 
p o l i t i c a l  causes."^^
C o n te m p o ra ry  n e w sp a p e rs , then, o ffe r  a un ique  fo o tin g  fo r  
K la n  s c h o la rs . A lth o u g h  not e s p e c ia lly  u s e fu l in  d is c o v e r in g  the 
d e ta ils  o f the o rd e r ,  p a r t ic u la r ly  a fte r  1867, the y  do c o m p ris e  a 
v e ry  re v e a lin g  so u rce  fo r  d is c o v e r in g  p re v a il in g  a ttitu d e s  to w a rd  
the w ho le  K u  K lu x  e x p e rie n c e . T h e re  is  m uch  c o m p en sa tio n  fo r  the 
re s e a rc h e r  in  these o ld  jo u rn a ls .  B u t i t  is  w o rth w h ile  o n ly  i f  the 
c a u sa l re la t io n s h ip  betw een c o n c u rre n t events and such jo u r n a lis m  
is  k e p t in  m in d . B u t the sam e, o f co u rs e , is  t ru e  in  re v ie w in g  the 
o th e r  w r it in g s  on the K la n .
35M acon /M is s .  /  Beacon, N ov. 19, 1870.
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c h a p t e r  I I
T H E  K L A N  T R A D IT IO N S :
c o n t r i v e d , s u s t a i n e d , n o w  d o u b t e d
Some m en a re  l ia r s  f ro m  in s t in c t ,  som e fro m  
v a n ity , som e f ro m  a s o r t  o f n e c e s s ity ; o th e rs  
a re  . . . seduced  by e v i l  exam ple  and e duca tion . 
W h it f ie ld  b e longs  to a h ig h e r c la ss  o f the fin e  
a r ts  . . . .  He is  a n a tu ra l l ia r ,  ju s t  as som e 
dogs a re  n a tu ra l s e tte rs ;  he n e v e r la b o rs  a l ie ,  
he lie s  w ith  re l is h .  ^
The s o -c a lle d  "n a tu ra l l i a r "  in  the s a rc a s t ic  t ira d e  above 
was H e n ry  B . W h it f ie ld ,  R a d ic a l m a y o r o f C o lu m b us, M is s is s ip p i,  
in  1871. H is  c r i t i c  was the c o n s e rv a tiv e  W i l l ia m  H u m p h re ys  o f the 
sam e p lace  and t im e . H u m p h re y s ' a tta c k  upon the c h a ra c te r  o f 
W h it f ie ld  cam e in  re sp on se  to  the la t te r 's  d e c la ra t io n s  b e fo re  the 
c e le b ra te d  C o n g re s s io n a l In v e s tig a t in g  C o m m itte e  w h ich  p ro be d  the 
a c t iv it ie s  o f the K u  K lu x  K la n  in  th a t sam e y e a r . The n a tu re  o f the 
te s t im o n y  o ffe re d  b y  these  two m en , one ra d ic a l ,  the o th e r c o n s e r­
v a tiv e , is  ty p ic a l o f the co u rse  o f th a t e n t ire  c o m m itte e 's  h e a rin g s , 
in v o lv in g  h undreds  o f w itn e s s e s . On e ith e r  s id e , w h e th e r a n t i-  o r  
p ro -K la n ,  th e re  seem s to have been a g re a t d ea l o f ly in g  "w ith
 ̂U n ited  S ta tes C o ng re ss , R e p o rt o f the J o in t S e lec t C o m ­
m itte e  ^  In q u ire  In to  the  C o n d itio n  o f A f fa ir s  in  the L a te  In s u r -  
r e c t io n a ry  S tates (13 v o ls . ; W a sh ing ton , 1872), "M is s is s ip p i 
T e s tim o n y , "  1051. (H e re in a f te r  c ite d  as K u  K lu x  R e p o rt) .
35
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r e l is h .  "  A s noted  e a r l ie r ,  m o re o v e r ,  th is  s o r t  o f p a r t is a n  p r e v a r i­
c a tio n  extended to p ra c t ic a l ly  e v e ry th in g  tha t was w r it te n  about the 
K u  K lu x  in  the f i r s t  y e a rs . The h is to r ia n ,  n e v e rth e le s s , m u s t re ly  
a lm o s t to ta l ly  upon such b ia se d  so u rc e s , u s ing  a c c e s s o ry  in fo r m a ­
tio n  and h is  own o b je c t iv ity  to t r y  to e s ta b lis h  som e base o f 
c re d ib i l i t y .
N o tw ith s ta n d in g  such a d ra w b a ck , the o u tp u t o f th is  con­
g re s s io n a l "K u  K lu x  C o m m itte e , "  c o m p r is in g  a lm o s t s e v e n ty - fo u r  
h un d red  pages o f te s t im o n y  in  tw e lv e  vo lum es  p lus  a R e p o rt, con­
s t itu te s  a m a jo r  fund  o f c o n te m p o ra ry  though t re la t iv e  to the K la n . 
T aken  a lto g e th e r , i t  is  p ro b a b ly  the s in g le  m o s t im p o r ta n t  so u rce  
in  the e n tire  re a lm  o f w r it te n  m a te r ia ls  on the K la n . M o s t h is to r ia n s  
and w r i t e r s  who have su bse qu e n tly  p u b lis h e d  a ny th ing  on the s e c re t 
s o c ie ty  have re l ie d  h e a v ily  on th is  te s t im o n y , a ltho ug h  one m a y  s u s ­
p e c t th a t m o s t o f the m  have not gone d ir e c t ly  to the so u rce , p re ­
fe r r in g  ra th e r  to e x tr a c t  p o in t-m a k in g  g lean ings  f ro m  the e ffo r ts  
o f m o re  s t if f -n e c k e d  re s e a rc h e rs .  B u t w h a te v e r the fo ib le s  o f its  
u s e rs ,  o r  its  own s h o r tc o m in g s , the te s t im o n y  g a th e re d  and p r in te d  
by th is  "s m e l lin g  c o m m itte e , "  as s o u th e rn e rs  c a lle d  i t ,  is  a v e r i ­
ta b le  t re a s u re  t ro v e  o f K u  K lu x  lo re .  P e rh a p s  the in te n tio n s  o f the 
m a jo r i t y  p a r ty  in  c re a tin g  the c o m m itte e  w e re  la rg e ly  p a r tis a n , as 
b ro a d ly  ch arge d  at the t im e , and no doubt m any o f the w itn esse s  
p e r ju re d  th e m s e lv e s , but the a c c u m u la tio n  o f K la n  in fo rm a t io n  is
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phe no m e n a l and no h is to r ia n  o f the K u K lu x  o r ,  f o r  tha t m a tte r .  
R e c o n s tru c t io n , can a ffo rd  to  ig n o re  i t .
The s c h o la r w i l l ,  o f co u rse , re a liz e  the lim ita t io n s  o f 
th is  m a te r ia l and be g ua rded  in  its  use . A s W a lte r  L . F le m in g , 
one o f the s tu rd ie s t  re s e a rc h e rs  o f the R e c o n s tru c t io n  f ie ld ,  w ro te  
lo ng  ago:
The m a te r ia l c o lle c te d  by the K u  K lu x  C o m m itte e  and 
o th e r c o m m itte e s  th a t in v e s tig a te d  a f fa ir s  in  the South 
a fte r  the w a r, can be used  w ith  p r o f i t  o n ly  by one who 
w i l l  go to the b io g ra p h ic a l books and le a rn  the s o c ia l 
and p o lU ic a l h is to r y  o f each p e rs o n  who te s t if ie d .  ^
When / t h i ^  . . .  is  know n, m a n y th ing s  becom e p la in .
F le m in g ,  a p p a re n tly , d id  not a lw a ys  heed h is  own a dv ice  and in  
m any o f h is  p u b lis h e d  w o rk s  K u  K lu x  " te s t im o n y "  is  used re g u la r ly  
to docum ent o r  su b s ta n tia te  c e r ta in  p o in ts  and n o t a lw a ys  w ith  the 
suggested  q u a li f ie rs .  D e sp ite  the p ro b le m s  in v o lv e d  in  its  usage, 
the ev idence  g a th e red  by the "K u  K lu x  C o m m itte e "  is  o f in e s ­
t im a b le  w o rth  to those who w r ite  o f the K la n . T h is  c o m m itte e  is  
a ls o  in te re s t in g  f r o m  a n o th e r p o in t o f v ie w ; not o n ly  a re  its  pub­
lis h e d  fin d in g s  unm a tch ed  in  the l i te ra tu re  o f the K la n , bu t, by its  
v e ry  e x is te n ce  and the p ro v o c a tiv e  ro le  i t  p laye d , the co m m itte e  
stands as an in te g ra l phase in  the h is to r y  o f the K la n . A s such i t  
w i l l  be d e a lt w ith  m o re  th o ro u g h ly  in  a la te r  c h a p te r .
A la b a m a  (p a m p h le t f o r m ;  M o rg a n to w n  A V . V a_j7 , 1904), 4.
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In  a d d itio n  to  the K u  K lu x  R e p o rt th e re  a re  m any o th e r con ­
te m p o ra ry  o f f ic ia l  re c o rd s  w h ic h  g ive  s e rv ic e  as both  p o r tio n s  o f the 
li te r a tu r e  o f the K la n  and as e s s e n tia l so u rce s  o f the h is to r ia n .  The 
f ie ld  h e re  is  q u ite  v a r ie d  and in c lu d e s  such  th ing s  as annua l A t to rn e y -  
G e n e ra l's  R e po rts  and o th e r  e xe cu tive  d ocum ents on the fe d e ra l and 
s ta te  le v e l ,  The C o n g re s s io n a l G lobe and e q u iv a le n t s ta te  jo u rn a ls ,  
c o u r t  re c o rd s , and F re e d m e n 's  B u rea u  re c o rd s . T h is  type  o f m a te ­
r i a l  abounds in  the fe d e ra l and s ta te  a rc h iv e s  and can be m o s t re w a rd ­
in g  fo r  the re s e a rc h e r  though K la n  ite m s  a re  s o m e tim e s  s c a rc e  
w h e re  one w ou ld  expec t th e m  to be p le n t ifu l .
P e rh a p s  n ex t in  the c h ro n o lo g ic a l lin e  o f w r it in g s  on the K la n  
a re  the m any m e m o irs ,  d ia r ie s ,  " t r u e  e x p e rie n c e s , "  a u to b io g ra p h ie s  
and such, p ub lis h e d  in  the  p o s t-R e  c o n s tru c t io n  y e a rs  by n o r th e rn e rs  
who had s o jo u rn e d  fo r  a t im e  in  the R e c o n s tru c t io n  South. M in is te rs ,  
te a c h e rs , F re e d m e n 's  B u re a u  age n ts , s o ld ie rs ,  and c a rp e tb a g g e rs  o f 
a l l  k in d s , these people  seem  to have found  a re a d y  aud ience  as they  
p ub lis h e d  th e ir  s to r ie s  in  the N o rth  w h ile  R e c o n s tru c t io n  was g r in d ­
in g  to  a c lo se  in  th e ir  la te  so u th e rn  hom es. T h e re  a re  l i t e r a l l y  h un ­
d re ds  o f such w o rk s  re p o r te d  in  P ro fe s s o r  C la rk 's  T ra v e ls  in  the 
New South and, w h ile  m o s t o f the m  a re  o f a g e n e ra l re m in is c e n t 
n a tu re , th e re  a re  som e few w h ich  a re  s p e c if ic a l ly  re la te d  to  the K la n .
E ven  the "g e n e ra l"  w o rk s  o f th is  spec ie s  can p ro v e  u s e fu l 
to the  h is to r ia n  o f the K u  K lu x , h o w e v e r, f o r  th e re  a re  found  in  these
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p r in t in g s  m any p ass in g  re fe re n c e s  to  the  K la n , and these  re m a rk s  
a re  o fte n  q u ite  in c is iv e  and in fo rm a t iv e .  V /itn e s s , fo r  e xa m p le , the 
ca sua l o b s e rv a tio n  o f a fe m a le  m is s io n a ry  te a c h e r th a t a m a jo r  goa l 
o f the M is s is s ip p i K la n  seem ed to  be the d e s tru c t io n  o f the f re e  
sch oo l s y s te m  in  th a t s ta te  and th a t its  m o tiv a tio n s  w e re  as m uch  
econ om ic  as s o c ia l.  H e r  though ts have s in ce  been g iven  m o re  sub ­
s ta n tiv e  s u p p o rt by o th e rs .  ̂ C e r ta in ly  the p u b lis h e d  m u s in g s  o f the 
m o re  im p o r ta n t  f ig u re s  have som e s ig n ific a n c e  even i f  fo r  m o s t o f 
the m  th e ir  so u th e rn  e xp e rie n c e  was none too p le a sa n t. G e n e ra l O. 
O. H o w a rd , fo r  in s ta n c e , has a g re a t dea l to say about "S e c re t
ences to the K la n  a re  vague and im p re s s io n is t ic  th e y  a re  va lua b le  
because o f H o w a rd 's  p o s it io n  as head o f the F re e d m e n 's  B u rea u  and 
because they a re  im p re s s io n s  fo rm e d  by h im  out o f a m a ss  o f 
re p o r ts  f r o m  h is  agents in  the f ie ld .  Such m a te r ia l is  p le n t ifu l ,  
and fo r  the s tud e n t o f the K u K lu x  K la n  its  c a re fu l s c re e n in g  and 
a ssess in g  is  a n e c e s s ity .
^ M a r ia  W a te rb u ry , Seven Y e a rs  A m o ng  the F re e d m e n  
(C h icago , 1883), 140.
^ W il l ia m  D . B e l l ,  "T h e  K u  K lu x  K la n  in  M is s is s ip p i,  
1 86 6 -18 7 2" (u n pu b lishe d  M A  th e s is , M is s is s ip p i S ta te  U n iv e rs ity ,  
1963), p a s s im .
1908), n ,  p a s s im , 374 -89 .
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
4 0
T h e re  a re ,  as e a r l ie r  o b se rve d , som e p u b lis h e d  m a te r ia ls  
in  th is  c a te g o ry  tha t a re  m o re  d ir e c t ly  re la te d  to the K la n . These 
a re  c e r ta in ly  u s e fu l but m u s t be used w ith  a m e a s u re  o f c a re , fo r  
som e o f th is  type  o f w r it in g  seem s c le a r ly  to have e vo lved  as 
R e pu b lica n  ca m pa ign  m a te r ia l o f the "b lo o d y  s h i r t "  v a r ie ty .  O th e r 
e x ta n t ite m s  o f the sam e genre  p re s e n t a t le a s t p a r t ly  f ic t io n a l o r  
g ro s s ly  e xag ge ra ted  a ccounts o f the K u  K lu x .^  A l l  o f th is  does, 
n e v e rth e le s s , b e n e fit  the h is to r ia n ,  i f  no t in  fa c tu a l m a t te r  then a t 
le a s t in  h e lp in g  to  d e te rm in e  c o n te m p o ra ry  a tt itu d e s  to w a rd  the K la n , 
w h ic h  w e re  m ix e d , to say the le a s t.
R e m in is c e n s e s  o f the K la n  by s o u th e rn e rs , K la n s m e n  and 
n o n -K la n s  m en, ty p ic a l ly  d id  no t come u n t i l  m uch  la te r ,  n ea r the 
tu rn  o f the c e n tu ry  and a fte r .  A lth o u g h  on the s u rfa c e  th is  seem s 
e a s ily  e x p la in a b le  in  v ie w  o f the E n fo rc e m e n t A c ts , o r  a n t i-K u  K lu x
“ R e p re s e n ta tiv e  exam ples  o f th is  type a re : John P . G reen , 
R e c o lle c t io n s  o f the In h a b ita n ts , L o c a l i t ie s , S u p e rs t it io n s , and Ku 
K lu x  O u tra g es  o f the C a ro lin a s  (C leve la nd , 1880), w h ich  is  an 
a p p a re n tly  f ic t io n a liz e d  accoun t o f a N e g ro  w a r re fugee  who came 
back South d u r in g  R e c o n s tru c t io n ; J u s tin  K n ig h t, The N a tio n 's  
P e r i l .  T w e lve  Y e a r 's  E x p e rie n c e  in  the South . Then and Now.
The K u  K lu x  K la n , a C om p le te  E x p o s it io n  o f the O rd e r  . . . .  (New 
Y o rk ,  1872), w h ich  p u rp o r ts  to be le t te rs  f ro m  K n ig h t w r it te n  in  
the South d u r in g  h is  te n u re  as a m in is te r  th e re ; and Rev. H a m ilto n  
W. P ie rs o n , A  L e t te r  to Hon. C h a rle s  S um ner W ith  'S ta te m e n ts ' o f 
O u tra g es  Upon F re e d m e n  in  G e o rg ia , W ith  an A ccou n t o f m y 
E x p u ls io n  F ro m  A n d e rs o n v il le , Ga. , by the K u  K lu x  K la n  (W ash ing ton , 
1870), w h ich  is  a c o lle c t io n  o f a t r o c i ty  s to r ie s  and the s to r y  o f the 
a u th o r 's  a lle g e d  t ro u b le s  w ith  s o u th e rn  w h ite s  and h is  subsequent 
e x p u ls io n  a t th e ir  hands.
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la w s , w h ich  w e re  on the books, th e re  does, h o w e ve r, seem  to have 
been so m e th in g  m o re  su b tle  beh ind  th is  c u r io u s  so u th e rn  s ile n c e  on 
the su b je c t. I t  is  tru e  th a t te c h n ic a l ly  these la w s  w e re  in  fo rc e  fo r  
some y e a rs  a fte r  R e c o n s tru c t io n  and a p ro fe s s in g  K la n s m a n  m ig h t 
be la y in g  h im s e lf  open fo r  p ro s e c u tio n . B u t th e re  a c tu a lly  was l i t t le  
danger o f th is  happen ing  a fte r  1874 because by then , due to sh o rta g es  
of funds and fe d e ra l c o u r t o ff ic ia ls  and as a re f le c t io n  o f in c re a s in g  
n o r th e rn  apa thy o v e r the m a tte r ,  "th e  /K u - K lu W  A c ts  w e re  v ir tu a l ly  
dead le t te rs .
I t  m ay be tha t the g e n e ra l re lu c ta n c e  o f K la n  v e te ra n s  to 
speak o f th e ir  a s s o c ia tio n  w ith  the hooded o rd e r  was m o re  a m a tte r  
of e m b a rra s s m e n t and s o c ia l s e lf -p ro te c t io n  than  any fe a r  o f the law . 
Indeed , u n t i l  P ro fe s s o r  D unning and h is  fo l lo w e rs  had co nv in ce d  a 
re c e p tiv e  n a tio n  o f the i l le g a l  and im m o ra l n a tu re  o f C o n g re s s io n a l 
R e c o n s tru c tio n , the K u  K lu x  K la n  was s t i l l  v ie w e d  w ith  c o n s id e ra b le  
s k e p tic is m , even by m any s o u th e rn e rs . W ith  the w id e -s p re a d  
accep tance  o f a p ro -s o u th e rn  in te rp re ta t io n  o f R e c o n s tru c t io n , h ow ­
e v e r , and w ith  an a lm o s t c o m p le te  d e te r io ra t io n  o f r a c ia l s o l i c i ­
tude in  the n a tio n  as the tw e n tie th  c e n tu ry  began, m any o ld  K la n s m e n  
began to "sh o w  th e ir  s h ro u d s " and boast o f th e ir  p as t co nn ectio n s  w ith
^ E v e re tte  Sw inney, "E n fo rc in g  the F if te e n th  A m e n d m e n t, 
1870-77 , "  The J o u rn a l o f S ou the rn  H is to ry ,  X X V I I I  (M ay , 1962), 
218.
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the o rd e r .  E ven  then, though, each one wanted  i t  c le a r ly  u n d e r­
stood  th a t h is  ro le  had been p layed  out d u r in g  the e a r ly  days o f the 
K la n , the g lo ry  days b e fo re  the o rd e r  had degene ra ted . T h e re  has 
been so m e th in g  o f a s im i la r  d eve lo pm en t re la t iv e  to  tw e n tie th  cen­
tu r y  K la n  e x p e rie n c e s , a t le a s t a phase o f i t .  W hereas  the K u 
K lu x  r e v iv a l in  the  1920 's  was ra th e r  b ro a d ly  h a ile d  and app lauded, 
now K la n is m  has fa l le n  f ro m  g race  once a ga in , and m any o ld  
so u th e rn  g en tlem en  a re  som ew ha t e m b a rra s s e d  and re t ic e n t  about 
t h e ir  y o u th fu l tra v e ls  am ong the K la v e rn s  and K le a g le s .
N e v e rth e le s s , som e o ld  v e te ra n s  o f the R e c o n s tru c tio n  
K la n  e v e n tu a lly  began to p u b lis h  th e ir  re c o lle c t io n s .  G e n e ra lly , 
such w r it in g s  a re  too vague and ro m a n tic iz e d  to be o f g re a t va lue  
to the s e r io u s  s c h o la r , but o c c a s io n a lly  one m a y  u n c o v e r am ong 
the lo c a l h is to r ie s  and p r in te d  m e m o irs  a s p a rk lin g  gem  o f K la n  
m e m o ra b ilia .  N o ta b ly  re v e a lin g  a re  the m e m o irs  o f John L .
H u n n ic u tt, a w e st A la b a m a  K la n s m a n  who a f te r  R e c o n s tru c tio n
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w ro te  down h is  im p re s s io n is t ic  m e m o rie s  o f the w hole  e ra . 
H u n n ic u tt was a lu s ty  c h a ra c te r  whose w r it in g s  re f le c te d  h is  
s t ra ig h t fo rw a rd  a pp ro ach  to l i fe .  He was v e ry  p ro u d  and fra n k  
a bou t h is  ro le  in  the K la n  and the K la n 's  ro le  in  the c o m m u n ity :
W il l ia m  S. H o o le , ed. , R e c o n s tru c t io n  in  W est A la b a m a : 
The M e m o irs  o f John L . H u n n ic u tt (C on fed e ra te  C e n te nn ia l S tud ies , 
N o. 11; Tu sca loo sa  ^ l a . 7 ,  1959.
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
The idea  o f being t r ie d  b e fo re  a C a rp e t-B a g g e r Judge 
w ith  a N e g ro  ju r y  was re p u ls iv e  no m a tte r  w hat you 
had done. A nd  the idea  o f such  m en  as they w e re  
e le c tin g  to o ff ic e  to be law  m a k e rs  o f o u r coun ty  was 
s im p ly  too m uch  fo r  a S ou the rn  m an to sw a llo w  
. . . .  A bo u t th is  t im e  the K u  K lu x  K la n  was o rg a n ­
iz e d  and com m enced  bus iness  and they soon c r e ­
ated  an a tm o s p h e re  tha t was as d is a g re e a b le  to  the 
C a rp e tb ag g e rs  and Scalawags as th e irs  had been to
H u n n ic u tt is  so p la in -s p o k e n  in  h is  re v e la t io n s  o f f i r s t  hand K la n  
e xp e rie n ce s  th a t one is  in c lin e d  to  w o nde r w h e th e r tha t w h ich  s u re ly  
seem s to be e xa g g e ra tio n  m ig h t not be tru e  a f te r  a l l .  A t  any ra te , 
i t  is  p ro b a b ly  safe  to conclude  th a t i t  was the H u n n ic u tts  o f the day 
— b o ld , b ra s h , ra th e r  u n ru ly  yo u n g s te rs  — who w e re  the a c t iv is ts  
o f the s e c re t o rd e r .  The re a d e r is  s tro n g ly  im b u e d  w ith  a fe e l of 
c o n te m p o ra ry  n a tive  w h ite  a tt itu d e s  f ro m  such w o rk s  as th is .
A n o th e r r a re  e xam ple  o f such w r it in g  is  P ik e  C ounty 
M is s is s ip p i, a lo c a l h is to r y  w r it te n  by a K la n  v e te ra n  in  h is  la te r  
y e a rs . A lth o u g h  not as c o lo r fu l as H u n n ic u tt's  w o rk ,  th is  book 
does o ffe r  som e s p e c if ic  in fo rm a t io n  about K la n  o p e ra tio n s  in  so u th ­
eas t M is s is s ip p i.  I t  is  a lso  m o re  ty p ic a l o f the s o r t  o f w r it in g s  (too 
num ero u s  to  ca ta log) a v a ila b le  in  a l l  o ld  K la n  s ta te s , w h e re in  the 
w ho le  R e c o n s tru c t io n  scene takes on a s o r t  o f A rm a g e d d o n - lik e
^ Ib id . , 45.
^^LiUke W a rd  C o n e rly , P ik e  C ounty M is s is s ip p i (N a s h v ille ,
1909).
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a tm o s p h e re  w ith  the K la n , o f c o u rs e , ch am p io n ing  the fo rc e s  o f
P e rh a p s  the m o s t n o tab le  b it  o f re m in is c in g  cam e f r o m  the 
pen o f John C. L e s te r ,  who was one o f the s ix  fo u n d e rs  o f the o rd e r .  
L e s te r ,  f r o m  P u la s k i,  T ennessee , a p p a re n tly  a llo w e d  h im s e lf  to be 
ta lk e d  in to  a jo in t  v e n tu re  o f p u b lis h in g  a h is to r y  o f the "R is e  and 
F a l l  o f the In v is ib le  E m p ire "  w ith  one D. L . W ils o n , a fre e la n c e  
w r i t e r .  The book was p u b lis h e d  in  1884, but, because o f a d ispu te  
o v e r the  t i t le  as w e ll as som e o f the in fo rm a t io n  i t  co n ta ine d , the 
book d id  n o t re c e iv e  w ide  c ir c u la t io n .  The L e s te r  w o rk  d id  g a in  a 
n a tio n a l aud ience , h ow e ve r, when i t  was p r in te d  in  the J u ly , 1884, 
is s u e  o f C e n tu ry  M agazine  w ith  W ils o n 's  b y lin e  a lon e , and a p p a re n tly  
w ith o u t L e s te r 's  p e rm is s io n .^   ̂ T h is  same w o rk  was la te r  p ic k e d  up 
and p r in te d  e ls e w h e re ; i t  can be found, fo r  in s ta n c e , as an a pp en d ix  
to  B ro m f ie ld  L .  R id le y 's  B a ttle s  and Sketches o f the A rm y  o f the 
Tennessee  (M e x ic o , ^ o . _ / ,  1906). W a lte r  L . F le m in g  re v is e d  and 
re p r in te d  the L e s te r  and W ils o n  w o rk  w ith  h is  own c o p y r ig h t in  1905 
u n d e r the t i t le  K u K lu x  K la n , Its  O r ig in , G ro w th  and D is b a n d m e n t.
L e s te r 's  re c o lle c tio n s  a re  m o re  d is t in c t iv e  and va lua b le  
fo r  obv ious re a son s : they  a re  a f ir s t - h a n d  re p o r t  o f the o rg a n iz a tio n
11 Susan L .  D a v is , A u th e n tic  H is to ry ,  K u  K lu x  K la n , 1865-
1877 (New Y o rk , 1924), 2 -4 .
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and e a r ly  days o f the g ro up  by one o f the le ad in g  p a r tic ip a n ts  and 
they have the ra re  s ta tu s  of being ra th e r  fre s h ,  h av in g  f i r s t  been 
p ut to pap e r in  1884. W hen he cam e to d e s c r ib in g  the s t ru c tu re  
and o p e ra tio n s  o f the K la n  beyond h is  P u la s k i e n v iro n s , h ow e ve r, 
L e s te r 's  w o rk  re s te d  a lm o s t c o m p le te ly  on h e a rs a y  and thus s u f­
fe r s  som ew ha t in  its  b ro a d  v ie w . T h e re  a re  m any o m is s io n s  — 
L e s te r  and W ils o n  do no t, fo r  e xam p le , o ffe r  th e ir  re a d e rs  any 
e x p o s it io n  o f the r i tu a l is t ic  s e c re ts  o f the g roup  — and th e re  a re  
som e d is to r t io n s  o f the t ru th ,  as in  the s ta te m e n t th a t the "K u  K lu x  
K la n  had no o rg a n iz e d  e x is ten ce  a fte r  M a rc h , 1869, ^ but th is  is ,
n e v e rth e le s s , one o f the b e tte r  w r it te n  and m o s t in fo rm a t iv e  b its  
o f e a r ly  w r it in g  on the K la n . S tra n g e ly  enough, i t  has r a r e ly  been 
c ite d  by la te r  a u th o rs .
P r a c t ic a l ly  a l l  o f the w r it in g s  m e n tion ed  to th is  p o in t 
have been, to some d e g re e , f ic t io n a liz e d  o r  p e rv e r te d  accounts o f 
o f the K u  K lu x  phenom enon w h ich  w e re  d ispe n sed  und e r the la b e l 
o f t ru th  — and th e re  w o u ld  be m o re  o f th is  to  com e. H is to r io ­
g ra p h ic a l s tudy  o f the K la n , h o w e ve r, re v e a ls  one q u ite  u nco n ­
v e n tio n a l phase o f the l i te r a tu r e  in  w h ich  ra th e r  b ro ad  e x p o s i­
to r y  w o rk  was done on the s u b je c t o f the K la n , s tro n g ly  im p ly in g  
t ru th ,  and ye t a c tu a lly  p re se n te d  as f ic t io n .  S e v e ra l p o p u la r
^ ^ F ro m  the a fo re m e n tio n e d  R id le y  v e rs io n  o f the essay , 66.
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nove ls  w e re  p u b lish e d  a ro un d  the tu rn  o f the c e n tu ry  whose p lo ts  
w e re  h inged  upon the v a r io u s  a c t iv it ie s  o f Ku K lu x  and, w ith  one 
no ta b le  e xce p tio n , a l l  o f the m  w e re  unabashed ly  p ro -K la n .  The 
fa c t  th a t these nove ls  w e re  w r it te n  a t th is  t im e , and w id e ly  accep ted , 
is  added p ro o f o f the changed c lim a te  o f o p in io n  in  the c o u n try  
re g a rd in g  the w hole  o f R e c o n s tru c t io n  and r a c ia l c o n ce rn s . The 
D unn ing  h is to r ia n s  and a v a r ie ty  o f o th e r  in te lle c tu a l fo rc e s  had c o m ­
b ined  to  cause A m e ric a n s  to a ccep t a g e n e ra l ly  p ro -s o u th e rn  s la n t on 
the p e r io d , and K la n s m e n  w e re  being  tra n s fo rm e d  in to  the he roe s  o f 
th a t  e ra  by a new g e n e ra tio n  o f so u th e rn  w r i t e r s ,  and a p p a re n tly  
accep ted  as such in  the N o rth . The im p a c t o f these  nove ls  is  h a rd  to 
d e te rm in e  fo r  the y  w e re  s h a m e le s s ly  ro m a n tic  in  an age tha t was 
re je c t in g  ro m a n t ic is m , but W i l l ia m  R ande l, the one h is to r ia n  who 
has n o tic e d  th is  c lass o f K la n  w r it in g ,  was p ro b a b ly  c o r re c t  in  the 
o b s e rv a tio n  tha t th is  f ic t io n  had an "e n d u rin g  e ffe c t"  and th a t i t  
he lped  to  co n d itio n  "s e v e ra l g en e ra tio n s  o f A m e ric a n s  to to le ra te  
the o ld  K la n  as an agency s t r iv in g  to p re s e rv e  a b e a u tifu l c iv i l iz a ­
tio n  in  i t s  unequa l c o n f l ic t  w ith  the m a te r ia l is t ic  N o rth . "
The f i r s t  o f the f ic t io n a liz e d  accounts o f the K u  K lu x  w as, 
o d d ly  enough, the o n ly  one w h ic h  was a n t i-K la n .  T h is  was the 
c e le b ra te d  w o rk  by A lb io n  T o u r gee, A  F o o l 's  E r ra n d , B y  One o f
 ̂^R ande l, The K u  K lu x  K la n , 160.
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the F o o ls , f i r s t  p u b lis h e d  a n o n ym o u s ly  in  1879. Tourge 'e  was an 
id e a lis t ic  n o r th e rn e r  who liv e d  in  N o rth  C a ro lin a  fo r  fo u rte e n  
y e a rs  a fte r  the w a r ,  s e rv in g  m uch  o f th a t t im e  as judge  o f the 
S u p e rio r C o u rt o f th a t s ta te , To u rge 'e 's  id e a lis m  o fte n t im e s  put 
h im  as m uch a t c ro s s  p u rpo ses  w ith  h is  ra d ic a l co lle ag u es  as w ith  
the fo rc e s  o f re a c tio n  and he re tu rn e d  n o r th  in  1879 a m uch  d is ­
i l lu s io n e d  m an , though not b e fo re  he had m ade som e la s t in g  con­
tr ib u t io n s  to the N o rth  C a ro lin a  ju d ic ia l  s y s te m . A  second e d it io n  
o f the book was re le a s e d  in  1880 u nd e r T o u rg e e 's  im p r im a tu r  w h ich  
had added to i t  a P a r t  I I ,  w h ich  was The In v is ib le  E m p ire ;  A  Con­
c ise  R ev iew  o f the E po ch . M a n y  o f the c h a ra c te rs  and ep isodes o f 
T ourge 'e 's  w o rk  a re  o n ly  s l ig h t ly  v e ile d  cop ies o f a c tu a l people  and 
events and, as th e re  is  a g re a t dea l o f c o m m e n ta ry  in  the book, 
th is  is  p a r t ly  the re a son  fo r  i t s  s ig n if ic a n c e . The re a d e r can be 
f a i r l y  c e r ta in  he is  be ing  exposed  to the a tt itu d e s  o f c o n te m p o ra ry  
R e pu b lica n  o ff ic ia ld o m  in  re g a rd  to  the K la n  and o th e r a spec ts  o f 
R e c o n s tru c tio n . T h e re  re m a in s , h o w e v e r, the nagging  re a liz a t io n  
th a t Tourge'e was not the ty p ic a l c a rp e tb a g g e r and th a t c o n d itio n s  
in  N o rth  C a ro lin a  w e re  a lso  un ique. A  F o o l 's  E r ra n d , n e v e rth e le s s , 
is  a va lua b le  fe a tu re  o f the K la n  and R e c o n s tru c t io n  l i te r a tu r e  
because i t  is  tru e , as To u rge 'e 's  b io g ra p h e r o b s e rv e s , th a t "n o w h e re  
e lse  in  the h is to r y  o f A m e r ic a n  le t te rs  a re  the e x p e rie n c e s  o f a
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in  the c o n tin uu m  o f in te rp re ta t io n  Tourge 'e  w i l l  com e to be ju dged  
som ew ha t le ss  a " fo o l"  than  he h im s e lf  b e lie ve d . One stud e n t o f 
the  s u b je c t, in  s u rv e y in g  changing  op in io n s  o f the m an  sees the 
in f lu e n c e  o f Tourge 'e  in  re c e n t b la c k  advances in  the South, in c lu d ­
in g  the S uprem e C o u rt d e c is io n  o f 1954. ^^ A lth o u g h  one m ig h t 
p re fe r  to  q u a lify  the "p ro fo u n d  re s p e c t"  a c c o rd e d  Tourge 'e  by a 
m o d e rn  s c h o la r fo r  h is  "p e rs p ic u i ty  and o b je c t iv ity ,  ^ ye t one 
today  is  a lso  in c lin e d  to  a ccep t the s in c e r it y  o f h is  im p re s s io n s .
T o urge 'e 's  w o rk  is  a lso  d is t in c t iv e  in  the lin e  o f K la n  f i c ­
t io n  in  th a t i t  is  d e c id e d ly  a n t i-K u  K lu x  w h ile  la te r  n ove ls  o f th is  
type  ca s t the hooded o rd e r  in  a m o re  h e ro ic  v e in . T h is  is  ra th e r  
s tra n g e  in  v ie w  o f the a p p a re n t f in a n c ia l success o f A  F o o l 's  E r ra n d . 
In  the decades a f te r  its  p u b lic a t io n , h o w e v e r, as the H o w e lls , C ran es , 
and D re is e rs  le d  A m e r ic a n  re a d e rs  to w a rd  m o re  re a lis m  in  the 
l i t e r a r y  a r ts  th e re  re m a in e d  enough re s id u a l ro m a n t ic is m  in  the 
p u b lic  m in d  to p ro v id e  a re a d y  aud ience  fo r  a few  th ro w b a c k  so u th e rn
^^T h e o d o re  L .  G ro s s , A lb io n  W . Tourge 'e  (New Y o rk , 1963),
113.
^^O tto  H . O lse n , "A lb io n  W . Tourge 'e , "  N o r th  C a ro lin a  
H is to r ic a l  R e v ie w , X L  (A ugust, 1963), 434 -54 . P ro fe s s o r  O lse n  
has a ls o  p u b lish e d  a w e ll- re c e iv e d  b io g ra p h y  o f Tourge 'e , C a rp e t­
b a g g e r 's  C rusade  (B a lt im o re ,  1965).
1 ^R a nd e l, The K u K lu x  K la n , 167.
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a u th o rs  who q u ic k ly  began to  m in e  the r is in g  p ro -S o u th  s e n tim e n ta l­
is m  w h ic h  peaked e a r ly  in  the tw e n tie th  c e n tu ry . A  n u m b e r o f 
in te l le c tu a l and p o l i t ic a l  c u rre n ts  c o nve rg ed  a t th is  m o m e n t to  p ro ­
v id e  a h o s p ita b le  a tm o s p h e re  fo r  such w o rk . In  any even t, as 
P ro fe s s o r  R ande l sees i t :
The v e ry  absence o f a n t i-K la n  nove ls  a fte r  the f i r s t  
gave the f ic t io n a l v ic to r y  to  the p ro -K la n  fo rc e s  by 
d e fa u lt and c re a te d  the im p re s s io n  th a t nobody though t 
the K la n  was e v i l  in  any im p o r ta n t  w ay . P e rh a p s  tha t 
was the p re v a il in g  o p in io n  in  the la t te r  p a r t  o f the 
n ine tee n th  c e n tu ry  and w e ll in to  the  tw e n tie th ; and p e r ­
haps the p ro -K la n  n o v e lis ts  m e re ly  c o n firm e d  the 
g e n e ra l a tt itu d e , w h ic h  saw m o re  g la m o u r than  
v ic io u s n e s s  in  the K la n ,  ̂^
W ith  th a t changed c lim a te  o f o p in io n  a spate  o f s y m p a th e tic  
K la n  nove ls  appea red  and, though o n ly  one o f these had any s in g u la r  
su ccess , a lto g e th e r th e y  he lped  to  aug m e nt an o v e r a l l  in te rp re ta t io n  
o f the o ld  K u  K lu x  w h ic h  m eshed  p e r fe c t ly  w ith  the D unn ing  v iew  o f 
R e c o n s tru c t io n  and w h ich  has re m a in e d  la rg e ly  u n a lte re d  u n t i l  the 
p re s e n t. The f i r s t  o f these  appea red  in  1884. I t  was T h o rn s  in  the 
F le s h , by N . J . F lo y d ,  and as the t i t le  page in d ic a te s , i t  was "a  
v o ic e  o f v in d ic a t io n  f r o m  South in  a n s w e r to 'A  F o o l 's  E r ra n d ' and 
o th e r s la n d e rs . "  F lo y d 's  p lo t  is  a lm o s t g ro te sq ue  in  i ts  m e lo d ra m a  
— bu t o n ly  ty p ic a l ly  so — and re p le te  w ith  such s tock  ro m a n tic  
dev ice s  as lo s t  w e a lth , m ix e d  b loo d , g en tee l s o u th e rn  h e ro .
' ib id .  , 156-57.
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c a rp e tb a g g e r v i l la in ,  and c ro s s e d  lo v e rs .  T h ro u g h o u t, the 
re a d e r is  b om ba rd ed  by le n g th y  e x p o s it io n s  on the c o rre c tn e s s  
o f the so u th e rn  p o s it io n  and the d e p ra v ity  o f those  in  the N o rth  
who w e re  u s u rp in g  the A m e r ic a n  w ay. The K la n , w h ile  o n ly  
in c id e n ta l to the p lo t o f F lo y d 's  w o rk , is  a re c u r r in g  them e in  the 
d is c u s s io n s  o f the p ro ta g o n is ts  and, as expec ted , is  s u c c e s s fu lly  
defended and ju s t i f ie d  b e fo re  its  i l l - in f o r m e d  o r  v il la in o u s  
d e tra c to rs .
The n e x t im p o r ta n t  f ic t io n a l accou n t o f the K la n  was pub ­
lis h e d  in  1895; i t  was T hom as J. J e ro m e 's  K u -K lu x  N o. 40. J e ro m e , 
a N o rth  C a ro lin ia n ,  was too young to have p la ye d  a p e rs o n a l ro le  
d u r in g  h is  s ta te 's  R e c o n s tru c t io n  in te r lu d e ,  bu t a f fa ir s  o f th a t p e r io d  
o b v io u s ly  made a p ro fo u n d  im p re s s io n  upon h im , and in  1895, when 
t im e s  w e re  r ig h t ,  he was re a d y  to g ive  l i t e r a r y  subs tance  to those 
Im p re s s io n s . The p lo t  o f K u -K lu x  N o. 40 is  m uch  n e a te r and the 
c h a ra c te r iz a tio n s  m uch  s h a rp e r  than in  T h o rn s  in  the F le s h , but the 
w ho le  th in g  is  no le s s  in te n s e ly  m e lo d ra m a t ic .  The  K la n  and K la n s ­
m en a re  c e n tra l fe a tu re s  in  th is  w o rk , and J e ro m e  s tro n g ly  p re s s e d  
h is  them e q u ite  e a r ly ;  " .  . . w h ile  the hand o f K u - K lu x is m  is  s ta ine d  
w ith  b lo o d , ye t, c o n s id e r in g  the s u ffe r in g s  the South e nd ured  d u r in g  
the b r ie f  e x is te n ce  o f th a t o rg a n iz a tio n , i t  is  the p u re s t and w h ite s t 
hand e v e r ra is e d  by an o u tra g e d  people  to  re p e l the a s s a u lts  o f th e ir
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g re a t ly  in  d e fin in g  those  c o lo r fu l b u t c o n t ro v e rs ia l R e c o n s tru c t io n  
s te re o ty p e s  th a t so lo ng  have c a p tiv a te d  the  A m e r ic a n  m in d . They 
a re  a l l  h e re : ra d ic a ls  o f e v e ry  s t r ip e ,  f ro m  id e a lis t ic  but m is ­
guided  re fo r m e rs  to c o r ru p t ,  h e a r t le s s  s c o u n d re ls ; b ru ta l fe d e ra l 
a rm y  o f f ic e r s ;  the m is c e g e n a tin g  w h ite  New E n g la n d e r; the e v i l  p ro -  
R e p u b lica n  N e g ro  and the  good o ld  lo y a l U n c le  T o m -ty p e  b la c k  m an; 
the lo n g -s u f fe r in g  but s to ic  s o u th e rn e r; the l im p id  b u t courageous 
h e ro in e ; and, o f c o u rs e , tha t d esp e ra te  and h e ro ic  e p ito m e  o f 
s o u th e rn  m anhood, the w h ite  ro b ed  K la n s m a n . A tt itu d e s  w e re  chang­
in g , as w e re  im p re s s io n s  o f the p a s t, and ro m a n t ic is ts  l ik e  J e ro m e  
w e re  a t once e x p lo it in g  th is  change and h e lp in g  to advance i t .  The 
n a tio n a l im a g e  o f the K la n  was b eco m in g  m uch  m o re  a pp ea ling . 
Succeeding  a u th o rs  fu r th e re d  the g la m o r iz in g  t re a tm e n t.
Tw o o f those  subsequent w r i t e r s  w e re  to  a ch ie ve  m uch 
m o re  a c c la im  in  l i t e r a r y  c ir c le s  than  T o u rg e e , F lo y d , o r  J e ro m e . 
Th ey  w e re  Thom as N e lso n  Page and J o e l C h a n d le r H a r r is  and, 
a ltho ug h  the K la n  n ove ls  the y  w ro te . Red R ock (1898), and G a b r ie l 
T o l l iv e r  (1902), re s p e c t iv e ly ,  w e re  f a i r l y  s u c c e s s fu l, th e ir  re p u ­
ta tio n s  w e re  founded upon o th e r w o rk s . Page was a s k i l le d  and
^^T h o m a s  J. J e ro m e , K u - K lu x  No. 40 (R a le ig h ,/N . C. / ,
1895), 3.
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and p r o l i f ic  so u th e rn  ro m a n t ic is t  o f the m o o n lig h t and m a g n o lia s  
s ch o o l who a ls o  had a d ip lo m a t ic  c a re e r ,  and H a r r is ,  o f co u rs e , 
is  c e le b ra te d  fo r  h is  U nc le  R em us ta le s . P ag e 's  Red R o ck  and 
H a r r i s '  G a b r ie l T o l l iv e r  a re  ty p ic a l o f the  g en re , e m p lo y in g  m any 
o f the s to c k  ro m a n tic  d ev ice s  and, w hat w e re  ra p id ly  co m in g  to be, 
s to c k  R e c o n s tru c t io n  c h a ra c te r iz a tio n s .  A lth o u g h  both  o f these 
n ove ls  w e re , f r o m  the s ta n d p o in t o f b e l le s - le t t r e s , som ew ha t s u p e r io r  
to  a ny th ing  m e n tion ed  p re v io u s ly  th e ir  s ig n if ic a n c e  fo r  th is  s tud y  lie s  
in  the fa c t  o f th e ir  easy accep tance  and v e ry  n o n -c o n t ro v e rs ia l n a tu re . 
The K la n , indeed , seem ed to be g a in in g  m o re  than  ju s t  a re g io n a l 
fo l lo w in g  and th is  w hole  re g io n a l in te r p re ta t io n  o f a ra th e r  c r i t i c a l  
segm en t o f A m e r ic a n  h is to r y  a ppea red  to  be a p p ro a c h in g  n a tio n a l 
accep tance . The la s t  im p o r ta n t  K la n  n o v e l, w ith  its  p o p u la r ity  and 
im p a c t, w o u ld  perhaps  re g is te r  the  peak o f th a t g a in  and accep tance ; 
th is  was Thom as D ix o n 's  The C la n sm a n .
T h is  n o v e l, by the N o rth  C a ro lin a -b o rn  D ixo n , was o n ly  
one o f th re e  R e c o n s tru c t io n  sagas he com posed in  the e a r ly  y e a rs  
o f the tw e n tie th  c e n tu ry ; the o th e r two being The L e o p a rd 's  Spots 
and The T r a i t o r . A l l  em p loye d  the p ro -s o u th e rn  a pp ro ach  to  the  e ra , 
the u s u a l ro m a n tic  conven tions  (w ith  a few  new tw is ts ) ,  and a l l  w e re  
q u ite  s u c c e s s fu l f in a n c ia lly .  The C la n sm a n  p ro v e d  a ls o  to  be 
im m e n s e ly  s u c c e s s fu l in  the in te l le c tu a l ly  d y n a m ic  e ffe c t i t  had on 
the A m e r ic a n  m in d ; the p o s it iv e  o r  n eg a tive  n a tu re  o f tha t success
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be ing , o f co u rs e , a m a t te r  o f in te rp re ta t io n .  To the m o d e rn  m in d  
D ix o n 's  w o rk  m a y  seem  " r a b id ,  "  as i t  d id  to  the p e n e tra tin g  m in d  
o f W. J. Cash, o r  " v io le n t ly  a n t i-N e g ro ,  "  as the b la c k  s c h o la r 
John Hope F ra n k lin  has a s s e r te d , bu t fo r  a m a jo r i t y  o f A m e r ic a n s  
a t the t im e , The C la n sm a n  and The B ir t h  o f A  N a tio n , D. W. 
G r i f f i t h 's  e a r ly  f i lm  c la s s ic  fo r  w h ich  the n ove l s e rv e d  lo o s e ly  as a 
p lo t ,  seem  to have been a ccep ted  as the sad but re g re t ta b ly  tru e  
s to r y  o f R e c o n s tru c t io n . E ven  P re s id e n t W ils o n  and C h ie f J u s tic e  
E d w a rd  D . W h ite  a re  re p u te d  to have s a n c t if ie d  the f i lm  by th e ir  
a p p r o v a l , a n d  the s o u th e rn  b ackg ro un d s o f those two p re s tig io u s  
re v ie w e rs  w ent l i t t le  n o tic e d . Now the v il la in o u s  R a d ic a ls  and 
savage b la cks  co u ld  be h is s e d  and booed w ith  l i t t le  fe a r  o f re p ro a c h , 
fo r  th e ir  de fe nd e rs  w e re  a l l  but s ile n c e d , and the h e ro ic  K la n s m e n  
co u ld  be o p e n ly  c h ee re d  as the y  had been s i le n t ly  fo r  so m a n y  y e a rs  
in  s o u th e rn  m in d s .
The K la n  w a y was c o m in g  to be v ie w e d  as the A m e r ic a n  w ay, 
and som e o b s e rv e rs  have seen T hom as D ix o n 's  w o rk  as e s s e n tia l to
^ ^T he  M in d  o f the South (New Y o rk ,  1941), 197.
ZOp ro m  S la v e ry  to F re e d o m , A  H is to ry  o f N e g ro  A m e ric a n s  
(V in tag e  Books e d it io n ; New Y o rk , 1969), 454.
2 ^ E r ic  G o ldm an , R endezvous W ith  D e s tin y  (New Y o rk ,
1953), 228-29.
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the re v iv a l and w id e s p re a d  accep tance  o f a new K u  K lu x  o rg a n iz a tio n  
in  1915.
T h e re  re a l ly  can be l i t t le  doubt tha t The C lansm an  and The 
B ir t h  o f a N a tio n , w h ich  i t  spawned, because o f the tre m e nd ou s  a u d i­
ence re sp on se  the y  re c e iv e d , d id  as m uch  as any s in g le  p iece  o f w r i t ­
in g  to  g la m o r iz e  and p o p u la r iz e  the K la n  — "w h ite w a s h "  m ig h t be an 
a p p ro p r ia te  v e rb , a ls o . The ré a n im a tio n  and ra p id  g ro w th  o f the K u 
K lu x  in  the e a r ly  1920's is  a d i f f i c u l t  and in v o lv e d  s to ry ,  h ow e ve r, 
and i t  w ou ld  be m o re  c o r re c t  to say th a t T hom as D ixo n , fo r  a l l  h is  
s in g u la r  in f lu e n c e , was o n ly  one l in k  in  a c o m p le x  ch a in  o f a tt itu d e -  
shap ing  fo rc e s  w h ich  had been o p e ra tin g  on the  n a tio n a l psyche  fo r  
tw o  g e n e ra tio n s . H is  ro le  m a y  have been th a t o f a f in is h e r  who 
capped and p o lis h e d  the new in te rp re ta t io n  o f R e c o n s tru c t io n  and the 
K la n , bu t th e re  w e re  c o un tless  o th e r c ra fts m e n  who p re p a re d  the 
f ra m e w o rk .  A lo ng  w ith  o th e r  a s s o r te d  f in  de s ie 'c le  s o c ia l s c ie n t is ts  
— s c h o la r ly  and o th e rw is e  — the h is to r ia n s  had an a c tiv e  hand in  a l l  
o f th is .  A nd  th e re  was no s c a rc it y  o f K la n  h is to r ia n s ,  now th a t i t  
was an a ccep ted  p a r t  o f the A m e r ic a n  t ra d i t io n .
In  1912 , E y re  D a m e r, one o f the e a r ly  " s e r io u s "  s tuden ts  o f 
the K la n , p re fa c e d  h is  s tud y  o f the hooded o rd e r  w ith  the fo l lo w in g
2 2 c a s h , M in d  o f the S ou th , 376; and C h a lm e rs , Hooded 
A m e r ic a n is m ,  27.
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e x p la n a to ry  re m a rk s :
. . . The w id e s p re a d  and in te n se  in te r e s t  m a n ife s te d  
in  . . . the K la n  in d ic a te s  tha t the p re s e n t g e n e ra tio n  
e a g e r ly  im b ib e s  know ledge  o f the s a c r if ic e s  and 
a ch ie ve m e n ts  o f the m en who in  the a w fu l c r is is  o f 
re c o n s tru c t io n ,  and a g a in s t a lm o s t in s u p e ra b le  
o b s ta c le s , re s c u e d  the c o m m o nw ea lth  f r o m  the
D a m e r fu r th e r  in d ic a te d  th a t h is  " w o r k "  had been u n d e rta k e n  to 
s a t is fy  a "p o p u la r d e s ir e "  to s u pp le m e n t the  sca n t l i t e r a tu r e  re la t in g  
to  R e c o n s tru c t io n  and " th a t  m o s t re m a rk a b le  o rg a n iz a tio n  o f m o d e rn  
t im e s  . . . the m i l i ta n t  K u  K lu x  K la n . H is  l i t t le  v o lu m e , w h ic h  is
a ra th e r  d is jo in te d  and undocum en ted  s tud y  o f the  K la n  in  the B la c k  
B e lt  o f A la b a m a , was no doubt q u ite  s e lf - g ra t i f y in g ,  and i t  m ay 
in deed  have in d u lg e d  a ra th e r  b ro a d  "p o p u la r  d e s ir e "  fo r  in fo rm a t io n  
on the  K la n , fo r ,  by the t im e  he w ro te , as we have seen, th e re  was a 
q u icke n in g  o f in te re s t  in  the K la n  them e and accep tance  o f i t s  ro le  in  
the pas t.
A  p ro fu s io n  o f c o m p lic a tin g  s o c ia l,  e c o n o m ic , and p o li t ic a l 
fa c to rs  co nve rg ed  on the A m e r ic a n  in te l le c t  fo r  the dozen o r  so y e a rs  
e ith e r  s ide  o f the c e n tu ry  m a rk ,  fa c to rs  w h ich  f in a l ly  caused  a s o r t  
o f p s y c h o lo g ic a l im p lo s io n  le a v in g  the ave rag e  A m e r ic a n  b lin k in g  and 
w o n d e rin g  how a p re v io u s  g e n e ra tio n  co u ld  have to le ra te d  the tra u m a
24lbid.
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o f R e c o n s tru c t io n  fo r  the sake o f the b la c k  m an. I f  w a r t im e  e x i­
gencies and p o s tw a r p o l i t ic a l  e xpe d ien c ie s  had e leva ted  the N e g ro  
to  u nu sua l h e igh ts  o f p lace  and p r iv i le g e ,  m o s t A m e r ic a n s  now fe l t  
i t  was t im e  fo r  h im  to  g ra v ita te  to h is  n a tu ra lly  in f e r io r  s ta tio n .
God was in  H is  heaven and the ra ce s  w e re  aga in  g e ttin g  th e m s e lv e s  
c o r re c t ly  a rra n g e d . The b io lo g ic a l concepts o f D a rw in  and A g a s s iz , 
m is c o n s tru e d  though they  w e re , gave s c ie n t i f ic  s u b s ta n tia t io n  to 
la te n t a tt itu d e s  re g a rd in g  N e gro  in f e r io r i t y .  The back la sh  o f the 
defeated  b la c k /w h ite  p o p u lis t fu s io n  m o ve m e n t and the  expand ing  p ro ­
g re s s iv e  c o n v ic t io n  re g a rd in g  econ om ic  m o tiv a tio n s  in  h is to r y  
enhanced these new s c ie n t i f ic  c o n f irm a t io n s .  C e r ta in ly ,  in  v ie w  o f 
the n e w ly  d is c lo s e d  p o l i t ic a l  and e con om ic  sch em ing s  o f the R a d ic a ls  
in  the p o s tw a r p e r io d  — m a n ife s t in  the c o r ru p t io n  both N o rth  and 
South — and the p ro v e n  d e fic ie n c ie s  o f the b la c k  ra c e , i t  was d i f f i ­
c u lt  to f in d  any ju s t i f ic a t io n  fo r  the fe d e ra l p ro g ra m  d u r in g  
R e c o n s tru c t io n . I t  seem ed w ro n g  now fo r  the w h ite  South to have 
been s u b o rd in a te d  to  b la c k  ru le .
W ith  th is  o rd e r  o f th in k in g  p re d o m in a n t, i t  is  not d i f f i c u l t  
to u n d e rs ta n d  w hy the  A m e r ic a n  N e g ro , who had lo ng  s ince  been 
abandoned p o l i t ic a l ly ,  was abandoned both  s o c ia l ly  and m o ra lly  by 
the N o rth . R a c is m , w h ic h  had fo r  a b r ie f  b r ig h t  m o m e n t been 
p a r t ia l l y  s u b lim a te d  in  a t le a s t p a r t  o f the c o u n try , once a ga in  cam e 
b o ld ly  push ing  to the s u rfa c e . I t  seem s tha t a t th is  h is to r ic a l
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ju n c tu re ,  as one re c e n t d is a p p ro v in g  a n a ly s t has put i t ,  "m o r a l 
s te w a rd s h ip  gave w ay to  o th e r in te re s ts .  The Dunn ing  s c h o la rs
and o th e r " s c ie n t i f ic "  h is to r ia n s  b e fo re  and a fte r  th e m  b ro u g h t 
fo r th  e la b o ra te ly  d e ta ile d  s tu d ie s  o f R e c o n s tru c t io n  w h ich  a cco rd e d  
n ic e ly  w ith  and gave a c e r ta in  s c h o la r ly  s a n c t if ic a t io n  to  these con ­
c e p tio n s . In  fa c t,  th e ir  ro le  was p ro b a b ly  c ru c ia l to the g e n e ra l 
accep tance  and p o p u la r ity  o f these  v ie w s . B u t no m a tte r  w hat the 
fo rc e s  w e re , o r  who the c r i t i c a l  agen ts , the  South, w h ich  had c e r ­
ta in ly  lo s t  the w a r,  was ju s t  as c e r ta in ly  b e g in n ing  to lo o k  lik e  the 
m o ra l v ic to r  o f the  R e c o n s tru c t io n .
T h is  p ro -s o u th e rn  s tance  on R e c o n s tru c t io n , w h ic h , h is to r io -  
g ra p h ic a lly  spea k in g , had been h in te d  a t by Jam es S c h o u le r , John W. 
B u rg e s s , Jam es F o rd  Rhodes and o th e r m a jo r  s c h o la rs , was 
c le a r ly  a r t ic u la te d  by  W i l l ia m  D unn ing  and h is  fo l lo w e rs  e a r ly  in  the 
tw e n tie th  c e n tu ry . The ro s te r  o f the D unn ing  "s c h o o l,  "  in c lu d in g  
F le m in g ,  G a rn e r , H a m ilto n , eL aL  , is  too fa m i l ia r  to w a r ra n t  
a n o th e r m u s te r  h e re , but c o l le c t iv e ly  the y  shaped a d e f in it io n  o f the 
p o s t - C iv i l  W a r decade th a t p ro v e d  to be a lm o s t in d e s tru c ta b le . One
^H ym a n , The R a d ic a l R e p u b lic a n s , x x v i.
le s s  o th e r  w r i t e r s  as they re la te  to th is  p e r io d  can be s tu d ie d  in  
T hom as J. P re s s le y ,  A m e r ic a n s  In te rp re t  T h e ir  C iv i l  W a r (F re e  
P re s s  e d it io n ; New Y o rk , 1965), p a s s im .
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fe a tu re  o f th a t d e f in it io n  w as, o f co u rs e , a s c h o la r ly  e x c u lp a tio n  
o r  a po logy  fo r  the K la n  w h ic h  gave le a rn e d  s u p p o rt to  the f ic t io n a l 
rh a p s o d iz in g  d iscusse d  e a r l ie r .  Now  the e v ils  o f R e c o n s tru c t io n  
w e re  th o ro u g h ly  docum ented  and K la n s m e n  w e re  the h e roe s  who 
b a tt le d  th a t e v il.  T h e re  was re a lly  l i t t le  need fo r  the ju s t i f ic a t io n s  
th a t w e re  o ffe re d ;^ ^  m o s t people  w e re  q u ite  c le a r  on w hy th e re  had 
been such an o rg a n iz a tio n .
I t  is  d i f f ic u l t  to  say when th is  in te rp re ta t io n  o f R e c o n s tru c ­
t io n , w ith  its  K la n  c o ro l la r y ,  re a che d  the peak o f  a ccep tan ce . I t  
s t i l l  p re v a ils  in  some s e c to rs , o f co u rse . The p o p u la r ity  o f C laude 
B o w e rs ' The T ra g ic  E r a , w h ich  was c e r ta in ly  an a rc h e ty p ic a l p ro ­
du c tio n , suggests  th a t, in s o fa r  as p o p u la r l i te r a tu r e  was con ­
ce rn ed , such a c re s t in g  m ay have com e ju s t  p r io r  to the d e p re s s io n  
decade. In  the next g e n e ra tio n  a le s s  s e n tim e n ta l g ro up  o f s c h o la rs  
w o u ld  b eg in  the re v is io n is t ic  c h ip p in g -a w a y  a t the Dunn ing  in te r p r e ­
ta t io n  w h ic h  w o u ld  s lo w ly  b r in g  the tid e  o f o p in io n  to w a rd  the m o re
^ ^ J u s t if ic a t io n s  w e re  o ffe re d , o f co u rs e , as e x e m p lif ie d  by 
the quote  f ro m  B u rg e s s  in  C h ap te r One. The K la n  was seen as 
n a tu ra l re a c tio n  to in to le ra b le  c o n d itio n s  by s o u th e rn e rs  who had no 
o th e r  re c o u rs e . T h is  is  a s teady  r e f r a in  in  the w o rk s  o f a l l  those 
who fo llo w e d  o r  fo l lo w  the D u n n in g /t ra d it io n a l v ie w  o f R e c o n s tru c tio n . 
W ith  i t  a lw a ys  is  the se qu e l w h ich  has the K la n  fa i l in g  on h a rd  t im e s  
because its  ra n ks  w e re  in f i l t r a te d  and its  re p u ta tio n  s u ll ie d  by m is ­
gu ided , a m o ra l p o o r w h ite s .
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b a la n ced  v ie w  o f the p e r io d  th a t is  advanced  today — no lo n g e r 
p ro -s o u th e rn ,  c e r ta in ly ,  b u t a consensus w h ich  has so m e th in g  in  
i t  fo r  and a g a in s t a l l  s id e s , in c lu d in g  the South. C u r io u s ly ,  one o f 
the m o s t sweep ing  s c h o la r ly  s ta te m e n ts  o f the D unn ing  c re d o  d id  
no t com e u n t i l  w e ll a f te r  the s o v e re ig n ty  o f th a t c re e d  had been 
p r ic k e d . T h is  was The South D u rin g  R e c o n s tru c t io n , 186 5-18 7 7 , 
by E . M e rto n  C o u lte r .  I ts  p u b lic a t io n  in  1947, as V o lu m e  V I I I  
in  the p re s tig io u s  A  H is to ry  o f the South s e r ie s ,  d esp ite  the fa c t th a t 
i t  came u n d e r a g re a t d ea l o f a tta c k , d e m o n s tra te s  th a t the re f lu x  o f 
such o p in io n s  was q u ite  s lu g g is h .
In  both  the B o w e rs  and the C o u lte r w o rk s  — as in  a l l  such 
s o u th e rn - le a n in g  s tu d ie s  o f the e ra  — the p o p u la r iz e d  v ie w  o f the K u  
K lu x  K la n  was m a in ta in e d  and re in fo rc e d . A lth o u g h  the te r r o r  and 
v io le n c e  m ig h t  be id e a l is t ic a l ly  d e p lo re d , i t  was to  the m in d s  o f such 
a u th o rs , u nd e rs ta n d a b le  and ju s t i f ie d  by the end re s u lts .  In  
C o u lte r 's  v ie w , " th e  K u  K lu x  K la n  h e lp e d  to save the o u tw a rd  fo rm s  
o f S ou the rn  l i fe .
Thus the K la n  s to r y  becam e a le g i t im a te ,  even n e c e s s a ry , 
a d ju n c t to  the lo n g -a c c e p te d  t ra d it io n s  o f R e c o n s tru c t io n , and con ­
te m p o ra ry  h is to r ia n s ,  as e a r l ie r  no ted , have no t s y s te m a t ic a lly  and
29(B a ton  Rouge, 1947). 
3 0 lb id . , 172.
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c a te g o r ic a l ly  a tte m p te d  to  d e fla te  th a t s to ry .  M o d e rn -d a y  s tud e n ts , 
even s t r ic t  re v is io n is ts ,  who have w r it te n  g e n e ra l s tud ie s  o f the e ra  
have o ffe re d  l i t t le  new on the hooded o rd e r ,  p re fe r r in g  in s te a d  to 
re p e a t the t ra d i t io n a l v ie w s  o f the K la n , s o m e tim e s  w ith  the heavy  
use o f c y n ic a l ly  chosen "q u o te s " to s u p p o rt an a lm o s t s a t i r ic a l  
a pp ro ach  and som e d eg ree  o f h a u t e u r . N o n e  o f these  g e n e ra l 
s tu d ie s , s in g ly  o r  in  c o n c e r t w ith  o th e rs , has e ffe c t iv e ly  d es tro y e d  
the "m y th "  o f the K la n 's  re d e m p tiv e  ro le .  On the  o th e r  hand, the 
a scendancy o f the r e v is io n is t  in te rp re ta t io n  o f the  R e c o n s tru c t io n  
p e r io d  has n a tu ra lly  b ro u g h t w ith  i t  a p a r a l le l bu t le ss  s p e c if ic  
d e te r io ra t io n  o f tha t m y th . One re c e n t s u rv e y  o f the e ra , by 
R e m b e rt W. P a t r ic k ,  in tro d u c e s  som e e lem en ts  o f K la n  re v is io n ­
is m ,  n o tin g  th a t c e r ta in  o f the o ld  c h e r is h e d  b e lie fs  re g a rd in g  the 
K la n  have "no  fo u n d a tio n  in  fa c t,  "  and th a t the K u  K lu x , ra th e r  than 
speeding " r e s to ra t io n  o f hom e r u le "  as so u th e rn  t ra d i t io n  has i t ,  m a y  
w e ll  have "len g th e ne d  the p e r io d  o f C o n g re s s io n a l R e c o n s tru c t io n .
^^K en ne th  S tam pp is  one who uses such an a pp roach  in  h is  
a fo re m e n tio n e d  E ra  o f R e c o n s tru c t io n , 199 -200 . A v e ry  C ra ve n , 
though la te  in  r e v is io n is m ,  uses e s s e n t ia l ly  the sam e ta c k  in  the 
s h o r t s h r i f t  he g ives  the K la n  in  h is  re c e n t R e c o n s tru c t io n ; The 
E nd ing  o f the C iv i l  W a r (New Y o rk , 1969), 2 3 2 -3 3 . John Hope 
F ra n k lin ,  the re s p e c te d  b la c k  h is to r ia n ,  is  a n o th e r who fo llo w s  th is  
m e tho d , though i t  m u s t be a d m itte d  h is  essay  on the K u  K lu x  con­
s t itu te s  m o re  o f an "a t ta c k ,  "  a lb e it  an u nd ocum en ted  one. 
R e c o n s tru c t io n : A f te r  the  C iv i l  W a r (C h ica g o , 1961), 154-73.
^^T h e  R e c o n s tru c t io n  o f the N a tio n  (New Y o rk , 1967), 155.
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I t  seem s c le a r ,  then , th a t w h ile  s c h o la rs  w o rk in g  in  th is  f ie ld  have 
re c e n t ly  re f le c te d  som e re s e rv a tio n s  and c o n tra ry  fe e lin g s  about the 
K la n , they  have n o t been ab le  to  a s s e r t  these fe e lin g s  w ith  any 
a u th o r ity .  In  o th e r w o rd s , th e re  has no t been the b a s ic , 
m o n o g ra p h ic -ty p e  re p o r t in g  done in  th is  conn ec tio n  as w ith  o th e r 
fe a tu re s  o f the e ra . A n e w ly  p u b lish e d  w o rk  by A lle n  W. T re le a s e  
p ro m is e s  to re lie v e  th is  nagging  s h o r tc o m in g , fo r  T re le a s e 's  
s tud y , w h ic h  w i l l  be d iscu sse d  in  som ew ha t m o re  d e ta il la te r ,  
re s ts  upon p ro d ig io u s  re s e a rc h  and is  a ny th ing  bu t sy m p a th e tic  to the 
K la n . I t  is  the la te s t  in  a long  lin e  o f s p e c ia liz e d  s tud ie s  o f the K u  
K lu x  and i t  s y m b o liz e s  the c lo s in g  o f the t im e - la g  th a t has e x is te d  
betw een in te rp re ta t io n s  o f the K la n  and changed in te rp re ta t io n s  o f the 
p e r io d  in  g e n e ra l.
The b u ild in g  o f the K la n  im ag e  c lo s e ly  p a ra lle le d  the b u ild ­
in g  o f th a t p ro -s o u th e rn  im ag e  o f R e c o n s tru c tio n . I t  has a lre a d y  
been o b s e rv e d  how re a d ily  the w o rk  o f the K la n -o r ie n te d  n o v e lis ts  
was re c e iv e d  and how a p o p u la r g la m o r iz a t io n  o f  the K la n  o c c u r re d  
e a r ly  in  the tw e n tie th  c e n tu ry . Then  the h is to r ia n s  b ro u g h t a deg ree  
o f s c h o la r ly  c o n s is te n c y  to th a t im a g e , and o ld  m en began to speak 
w ith  p r id e  o f th e ir  m e m b e rs h ip  in  the lo n g -s i le n t  o rd e r .  O th e r
3 3 \vh ite  T e r r o r :  The K u  K lu x  K la n  C o n s p ira c y  and S ou the rn  
R e c o n s tru c t io n  (New Y o rk ,  1971).
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h is to r ia n s ,  n e a r -h is to r ia n s ,  and ra n k  a m a te u rs  o f m o re  s in g le -  
m ind ed  p e rs u a s io n  d ec ided  th a t t im e s  w e re  r ip e  fo r  a " t r u e "  h is ­
to r y  o f th a t "m o s t re m a rk a b le  o rg a n iz a tio n  o f a l l  t im e s ,  "  and 
p ro d u c tio n  o f the K la n  m o nog raphs  began. S trange  to say, th e re  
have been but few  o f these  in  re la t io n  to  the in te r e s t  and fa s c in a ­
t io n  w h ich  the s e c re t s o c ie ty  has a lw a ys  engendered . B u t these  few  
sp e c ia l w o rk s ,  to g e th e r w ith  a s c a tte r in g  o f a r t ic le s ,  c o n s titu te  the 
la s t  and m o s t im p o r ta n t  phase in  the s u rv e y  o f K la n  l i te ra tu re .
In te re s t in g ly ,  i t  was one o f the Dunn ing  s c h o la rs , W a lte r  
Lynw ood  F le m in g ,  who f i r s t  scouted  the p o s s ib i l i ty  o f a b o o k - le n g th  
s tud y  o f the K la n . F le m in g , an A la b a m ia n , n e v e r got a ro un d  to 
co m p le tin g  such a vo lum e  b u t he d id  c o lle c t a w e a lth  o f p e r tin e n t 
m a te r ia ls  and in te r v ie w  a n u m b e r o f s u rv iv in g  K la n s m e n . M any 
o f h is  f in d in g s  in  th is  s p e c ia l c a te g o ry  m ade th e ir  way in to  p r in t  in  
h is  b ro a d e r w o rk s . T h e re  is  some su gg estio n  th a t F le m in g  m a y
^ ^ C iv i l  W a r and R e c o n s tru c t io n  in  A la b a m a  (New Y o rk ,
1905); "T h e  K u  K lu x  T e s tim o n y  R e la tin g  to A la b a m a , "  G u lf S ta tes 
H is to r ic a l  M a g a z in e , I I  (N ov. , 1903); and The Sequel o f A p p o m a t­
to x  (New Haven, 1919). F le m in g  was a lso  re s p o n s ib le  fo r  the pub­
l ic a t io n  o f a s e r ie s  o f D ocum en ts R e la tin g  to R e c o n s tru c t io n  d u r in g  
h is  te n u re  a t the U n iv e rs ity  o f W est V i£ g in ia  (1903), w h ich  w e re  la te r  
c o m p ile d  in  book fo r m  (M o rg a n to w n , /W . V aJ7 , 1904). The  p u b lic a ­
t io n  o f a tw o -v o lu m e  D o c u m e n ta ry  H is to ry  o f R e c o n s tru c t io n  
(C le v e la n d , 1906-7), co m p le te d  h is  e x p o s it io n  o f the so u rc e s  o f the 
p e r io d  and co n ta in  m any s c a rc e  docum ents o f the s e c re t so u th e rn  
o rg a n iz a tio n s . F le m in g  made know n  h is  sym p a th y  to  the K la n  id ea  
in  the p re v io u s ly  noted in tro d u c t io n  to  the 1905 r e p r in t  o f L e s te r  and 
W ils o n 's  K u  K lu x  K la n , Its  O r ig in ,  G ro w th , and D isb a nd m e n t.
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have been p ro m p te d  in  th is  e f fo r t  by the w o rk  o f a fe l lo w  A la b a m ia n  
and h is to r ia n ,  W i l l ia m  G a r ro tt  B ro w n . B ro w n , a H a rv a rd  s c h o la r 
o f n a tio n a l re p u ta tio n , had b ro ach ed  the K la n  b us in e ss  w ith  a s h o r t 
a r t ic le  in  1901, w h ich  la te r  a ppea red  as a c h a p te r in  h is  w e ll-  
re c e iv e d  s u rv e y  o f so u th e rn  h is to r y .  H is  in te r p re ta t io n  o f the 
K la n  re f le c te d  an a p o lo g e tic  tone th a t was p re c u rs o ry  to the su b tle  
r a t io n a liz a t io n  o f F le m in g  and the open a d u la tio n  o f fo r th c o m in g  
w r i t e r s .  In  the w o rk  o f B ro w n  and F le m in g  can be seen c le a r  e v i­
dence o f the n e g ro ph o b ia  th a t was so p re v a le n t in  the n a tio n  a t th is  
t im e  — c e r ta in ly  in  the m ind s  o f such p o s tw a r g e n e ra t io n  s o u th e rn e rs  
as these  tw o . T h e re  is  l i t t le  q u e s tio n , though , th a t F le m in g  knew  
m o re  than anyone e lse  abou t the s t ru c tu re  and w o rk in g s  o f the K la n  
and s im i la r  o rg a n iz a tio n s ; i t  is  re g re t ta b le  th a t he d id  not p u b lis h  h is  
fin d in g s  in  a s in g le  vo lu m e .
F le m in g  d id , h o w e v e r, o ffe r  m uch  m o re  on the K u  K lu x  
K la n  and the K n ig h ts  o f the W h ite  C a m e llia  in  h is  s tud y  o f C iv i l  
W a r and R e c o n s tru c t io n  in  A la b a m a  than d id  the o th e r  D unn ing  
s c h o la rs  in  th e ir  w o rk s . W ith  re fe re n c e s  to the s e c re t  g roups  
S ca tte re d  th ro u g h o u t the s u b s ta n tia l vo lum e  and a s p e c if ic  ch ap te r
35 'The  K u  K lu x  M o ve m en t, "  A t la n t ic  M o n th ly , L X X X V l l
(M ay , 1901), 634 -44 .
^^T h e  L o w e r South In  A m e r ic a n  H is to ry  (New Y o rk ,
1902).
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o f o v e r  f i f t y  pages on the  K la n , th is  was b y  fa r  the m o s t th o ro u g h  and 
co h e re n t tre a tm e n t o f such  m a tte rs  ye t p re s e n te d  by a h is to r ia n .  
A lth o u g h  th is  w o rk  is  m o re  p a r t i c u la r ly  v a lu a b le  fo r  s tudents  o f the 
A la b a m a  K la n  — as such, o f c o u rs e , o f in e s t im a b le  w o rth  to the 
s tu d y  a t hand — i t  a lso  re ta in s  a h igh  deg ree  o f va lue  to  w id e r  
s tu d ie s . F i r s t ,  F le m in g  c ite d  re fe re n c e s  and quo ted  so u rces  no 
lo n g e r a v a ila b le , such as o ld  K la n  c o m m u n ic a n ts , and, though one 
m u s t be g ua rd ed  in  th e ir  use , the y  a re  c e r ta in ly  s t i l l  u s e fu l to  any 
in te rp re ta t io n .  S eco n d ly , and p erha ps  m o re  im p o r ta n t ,  F le m in g  
a p p lie d  som e re m a rk a b ly  m o d e rn  concepts to  the K la n , d esp ite  h is  
p ro -s o u th e rn  b ia s  — m aybe even because o f i t .  T h ro u g h o u t h is  w r i t ­
in gs  on s e c re t  a ge nc ies , he spoke o f the  "K u  K lu x  M o ve m e n t, "  and 
e x p re s s e d  the v ie w  th a t the K la n , the W h ite  C a m e llia  and o th e r m o re  
lo c a liz e d  g ro up s  w e re  o u tw a rd  m a n ife s ta tio n s  o f w ha t was e s s e n t ia l ly  
"a  s ta te  o f m in d "  in  the South — a p ro fo u n d  fe e lin g  o f f r u s t r a t io n  and 
h e lp le s s n e s s  th a t ju s t i f ie d  the going  to  any le n g th s , h o w e ve r e x tre m e , 
to o v e r c o m e . T h e r e  is  som e in fe re n c e  h e re  th a t F le m in g  m a y  have 
b e lie v e d  th a t the  " id e a "  o f to ta l re p re s s io n  was s ig n if ic a n t  enough in  
i t s e l f  to w a r ra n t  the re sp on se  and th a t the re sp on se  was a c tu a lly  as
C iv i l  W a r and R e c o n s tru c t io n  in  A la b a m a , 653; L e s te r  
and W ils o n , K u  K lu x  K la n , 36.
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m u ch  a ha rde ne d  a tt itu d e  o f  re s is ta n c e  as i t  was any o v e r t  s t i r r in g s  
on the p a r t  o f s o u th e rn e rs .
I t  m u s t be a d m itte d , h o w e v e r, tha t F le m in g  as m uch  as any 
A la b a m ia n  o f 1868, b e lie v e d  th a t the re p re s s io n  had been q u ite  re a l.  
N e v e r th e le s s , we f in d  h im  say ing  o f the A la b a m a  o f 1874 th a t " th e  
w hole  s ta te  was p ra c t ic a l ly  a g re a t K la n , a ltho ug h  he p re v io u s ly  
o b s e rv e d  tha t the o rd e r  faded  f r o m  the scene m any m on ths  e a r l ie r .
To F le m in g ,  the s p i r i t  o r  m ood o f re s is ta n c e  was the essence  o f 
k u k lu x is m  and he b e lie v e d  a p p a re n tly  th a t such a s p i r i t  p e rs is te d  in  
the  m in d s  o f A la ba m a  c o n s e rv a tiv e s  long  a fte r  the y  shed th e ir  ro b es . 
I t  was Such a s t if fe n e d  a tt itu d e  tha t p e rvad ed  the cam pa igns w h ich  
f in a l ly  b ro u g h t down the R a d ic a l re g im e  in  the s ta te . T h e re  was in  
the w h ite  s e c to r a g r im  and "s te rn  d e te rm in a tio n  to  de fe a t the 
R a d ic a ls  a t any cos t. T h is  d e te rm in a tio n  was n o tic e a b le , a c c o rd ­
in g  to P ro fe s s o r  F le m in g ,  in  the " c o lo r  l in e "  e ffo r ts  th a t u lt im a te ly  
b ro u g h t success to  the "W h ite  M a n ’ s P a r ty .  "  T h us , i f  i t  is  an 
a ccep tab le  th e s is  tha t a l l  o f th is  was p a r t  o f som e K u  K lu x  "M o v e ­
m e n t, "  then  i t  a g ree s  q u ite  w e ll  w ith  the t ra d it io n s  th a t the K la n  — 
o r  m o re  a c c u ra te ly ,  k u k lu x is m  — lo om ed  la rg e  in  the sav ing  o f the 
South f r o m  the ra d ic a l fo rc e s .
38 
^ Ib id .
I b i d . , 708.
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T h e re  is  l i t t le  q u e s tio n  tha t the r ig id  d e te rm in a tio n  was 
th e re , but i t  is  a ca d e m ic  a t th is  p o in t to say w h e th e r i t  was "K la n  
s p i r i t "  o r  p o l i t ic a l a rd o r  th a t b ro u g h t about the m a rs h a llin g  o f th a t 
d e te rm in a tio n . R e c o n s tru c t io n  p o li t ic s  was as un ique  in  A la b a m a  as 
e ls e w h e re  and the fo rc e s  as f lu id .  T h a t th e re  was a s p i r i t  o r  so u l to 
the R a d ic a l o v e r th ro w  m a y  not be a lto g e th e r fa n c ifu l because  i t  
re s u lte d  f ro m  the k in d  o f to ta l e f fo r t  tha t r a re ly  com es w ith o u t some 
in s p ira t io n a l q u a lity ,  bu t i t  is  q u ite  l ik e ly  th a t the p ro p a g a tio n  o f tha t 
s p i r i t  is s u e d  as m uch  s im p ly  f ro m  the "o u ts "  w a n tin g  " i n "  as f r o m  
any tra n s c e n d e n t id e o lo g y . In  the re m a in in g  ch a p te rs  o f th is  s tudy  
the ro le  o f the K u  K lu x  K la n  in  the p o l i t ic a l  and s o c ia l a f fa ir s  o f 
R e c o n s tru c t io n  A la b a m a  w i l l  be c lo s e ly  fo llo w e d  and i t  w i l l  be seen 
th a t its  in flu e n c e  was d e c id e d ly  m o re  p h y s ic a l and re a l than s p ir i tu a l ,  
though i t  d id  p e rhaps  g ive  som e s y m b o lis t ic  s e rv ic e  in  the la t te r  days 
o f the  p e r io d . Some re lia n c e  upon F le m in g 's  e a r l ie r  w o rk  w i l l  be 
bo th  i r r e s is t ib le  and re w a rd in g  in  the  p ro c e s s .
A f te r  F le m in g 's  w o rk ,  E y re  D a m e r 's  a fo re m e n tio n e d  vo lu m e . 
W hen the K u  K lu x  Rode, seem s to have been the n e x t s e r io u s  a ccou n t 
o f the  o ld  K la n ; indeed , w ith  a p u b lic a t io n  date o f 1912, i t  has the d is ­
t in c t io n  o f be ing  the e a r l ie s t  b o o k - le n g th  s tud y  o f  the s u b je c t. T h e re  
is  l i t t l e  e lse  to com m end  i t  as h is to r ic a l  l i te r a tu r e .  D a m e r 's  vo lum e  
is  a ra m b lin g  c h ro n ic le  o f the m o re  s e n s a tio n a l R e c o n s tru c t io n  e p i­
sodes in  the e ig h t w e s te rn  A la b a m a  co un ties  w h ic h  then  fo rm e d  the
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F o u r th  C o n g re s s io n a l D is t r ic t .  I t  c le a r ly  fo l lo w s  the D u n n in g / 
F le m in g  l in e  and is  th o ro u g h ly  fu ls o m e  in  i t s  p ra is e  o f the K la n . 
D a m e r, w ith  n e v e r a w in c e , re c ite d  m any o f the m o s t g ru eso m e  ta les  
o f K u  K lu x  ly n c h in g s  w ith o u t a h in t  o f re s e rv a t io n  o r  a po logy . H is  
re a d e rs  w e re  n a tu ra lly  expec ted  to u n d e rs ta n d  th a t i t  was a l l  the sine  
qua non to the  re s to ra t io n  o f le g it im a te  a u th o r ity .  The book does not 
have the sa v ing  g ra ce  o f foo tno tes  o r  b ib l io g ra p h y ,  b u t the a u th o r 
a p p a re n tly  re l ie d  h e a v ily  upon F le m in g 's  w o rk  and the  A la b a m a  te s t i ­
m ony taken  by the K u  K lu x  C o m m itte e  in  1871, T h e re  is  a ls o  a 
s tro n g  im p lic a t io n  th a t som e o f h is  in fo rm a t io n  was d e r iv e d  f ro m  s u r ­
v iv in g  p a r t ic ip a n ts ,  though he d id  not e x p re s s ly  say so. D e sp ite  its  
obv ious w eaknesses , D a m e r 's  l i t t le  vo lu m e  n e v e rth e le s s  has som e 
va lue  to  the h is to r ia n .  I t  is  s y m p to m a tic  o f the changed n a tio n a l 
r a c ia l m ood o f 1912, and i t  s ig n a ls  a c le a r  d e p a r tu re  to w a rd  open 
a d u la tio n  o f the c o n s e rv a tiv e  fo rc e s  in  R e c o n s tru c t io n . Thus i t  m ig h t 
see s e rv ic e  in  s e v e ra l w a ys : as a fe a tu re  in  the h is to r io g ra p h y  o f the 
K la n ,  as a s o u rc e  o f in fo rm a t io n  (D a m e r d id  p re s e n t som e un ique  
a ne cdo tes), and as a m e a s u re  o f the e a r ly  tw e n t ie th -c e n tu ry
"^®The T u s c a lo o s a  D is t r ic t ,  as i t  v/as kn ow n , was m ade up o f 
T u s c a lo o s a , G reene , S u m te r, H a le , C hoctaw , M a re n g o , P ic k e n s , 
and F a y e tte  c o u n tie s , m o s t o f w h ich  a re  in  the s o i l - r ic h  B la c k  B e lt  
se c tio n . M o s t o f these coun ties  had e ith e r  a N e g ro  m a jo r i t y  o r  a 
n e a r p a r it y  o f the ra ce s  and w e re  co nse qu e n tly  the  scene o f m uch  
v ig o ro u s  and c o n t ro v e rs ia l p o l i t ic a l a c t iv i t y  d u r in g  the p e r io d .
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A m e r ic a n  m in d . In  the la t te r  re g a rd , a lthough  such conceptions 
a re  w e ll u n d e rs to o d  today  in  re la t io n  to the in te l le c tu a l c ir c u m ­
s tan ce s , i t  is  non e th e less  fa s c in a tin g  to re a d  such  a s ta te m e n t as 
the fo l lo w in g  f r o m  the pen o f th is  s e e m in g ly  in te l l ig e n t  and w e ll-  
educated  a u th o r o f  1912:
A s the m ig h ty  A n g lo -S a xo n  ra ce  on th is  c o n tin e n t 
had e v e r p ro v e d  equal to e m e rg e n c ie s , so now the 
m en  o f th is  ra c e , w a r - t r a in e d  in  a rm s  and h o rs e ­
m a n sh ip , s e n s ib le  th a t the g re a t stake o f 
C h r is t ia n ity  and c iv i l iz a t io n  la y  in  the ba lanc£ , 
n e rv e d  th e m s e lv e s  fo r  the c o n f lic t  . . . .  ^ n ^
re scu e d  th a t g a rde n  sp o t o f the s ta te  f ro m  
savage d o m in a tio n  and a ga in  m ade i t  f i t  a b id in g  
p lace  fo r  the ra c e .
N o t o n ly  so u th e rn  c iv i l iz a t io n  but indeed  " C h r is t ia n i t y "  i t s e l f  had 
been re scu e d  by the K la n  in  D a m e r 's  v ie w .
T h e re  w e re  b u t few  vo ices  to  d ispu te  these  in te rp re ta t io n s  
o f  the K u  K lu x  o r  R e c o n s tru c t io n . A  h a n d fu l o f a ngu ished  b la cks  and 
s y m p a th e tic  w h ite s  re c o ile d  in  h o r r o r  f r o m  the re  e n s h rin e m e n t o f 
such  v ie w s  and a ire d  th e ir  fe e lin g s  as bes t th e y  co u ld  u n d e r the 
a eg is  o f the N ia g a ra  M o v e m e n t o r  the n e w ly  fo rm e d  N . A . A . C. P . , 
b u t even b la c k  g ro a n in g s , fo r  the m o s t p a r t ,  w e re  m u ted  now by 
the  b la n d is h m e n ts  o f B o o k e r T. W a sh ing ton . P ro g r e s s iv is m  was 
a b ro a d  in  the la n d  b u t i t  was a l ib e r a l  m o ve m e n t th a t d id  n o t in c lu d e  
the  N e g ro . A p a rth e id  was f ix e d  as n a tio n a l p o lic y  in  W oodrow
^ D a m e r,  W hen the K u  K lu x  Rode,
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W ils o n 's  f i r s t  a d m in is tr a t io n  and the K u  K lu x  K la n  was to becom e 
a n a tio n a l f ix tu r e  once a ga in  a f te r  the "S tone M o u n ta in  r e v iv a l"  o f 
1915.
D u rin g  the 1920's m o s t l i t e r a r y  a tte n t io n  d ire c te d  to w a rd  
the w h ite - ro b e d  o rd e r  was focused  upon its  then c u r re n t  m ode w h ich  
was n a tio n a l in  scope and re m a rk a b ly  w e ll accep ted . P ro  o r  con 
e x p re s s io n s  re g a rd in g  the "n e w "  K la n  s w e lle d  the  w r it te n  m e d ia .
The o ld  K la n  had becom e d ig n if ie d  w ith in  the f ra m e w o rk  o f p r e v a i l ­
in g  in te rp re ta t io n s  o f the p as t and was th e re fo re  e s s e n t ia l ly  n oncon - 
t r o v e r s ia l  — som ew ha t in co n g ru o u s  c o n s id e r in g  the in te l le c tu a l 
fa c tio u s n e s s  s w ir l in g  about th is  new K u  K lu x  w h ich  em p loye d  b a s i­
c a lly  the sam e s ym b o ls  and a s s e r te d  the sam e p r in c ip le s .  Such 
s id e sw ip e s  as the d e tra c to rs  o f the new K la n  too k  a t the o ld  w e re  
u s u a lly  c o n c il ia to ry  and m i ld .  F o r  th a t m a tte r ,  the b e t te r  s tud ie s  
o f the la te r  K la n  w e re  ra th e r  gen tle  even w ith  th a t phenom enon.
The p re s tig io u s  J o u rn a l o f N e gro  H is to r y  p u b lis h e d  d u r in g  
th is  p e r io d  a n um be r o f s e r io u s  s tud ie s  on b lacks  d u r in g
^ ^K a th le e n  L .  W o lg em uth , "W ils o n  and F e d e ra l S eg re ga ­
tio n , "  The J o u rn a l o f N e g ro  H is to ry ,  X L IV  (A p r i l ,  1959),
158-73.
D a rk e r  P hases o f the South (New Y o rk ,  1924), w h ile  speaking  o f the 
K la n  as v e ry  u nw ho lesom e and dange rous fo r c e ,  re fu s e d  to in du lg e  
h im s e lf  w ith  t ira d e s  a g a in s t the m e m b e rs h ip , p a s s im .
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R e c o n s tru c t io n  and, d e s p ite  the depth  o f som e o f the se , th e re  
seem ed to be even h e re  a s o r t  o f g ua rd ed  o b s e rv a n c e  o f the D unn ing  
o rth o d o x y . W hen the K la n  was re p o r te d  upon, i t  was done so w ith  
l i t t le  c o m m e n ta ry  o th e r than to  re p e a t the c u r re n t  t ra d i t io n s :  the 
K la n  "g a in e d  in f lu e n c e  in  p ro p o r t io n  as the re  c o n s tru c t io n is ts  gave
S im k in s  p u b lis h e d  an e p is o d ic  a r t ic le  on the South C a ro lin a  K la n  in  
the sam e jo u rn a l in  1927 d u r in g  the ascendancy  o f  h is  long  and p ro ­
d u c tiv e  c a re e r . A lth o u g h  he had no t ye t essayed  in to  the re a lm  o f 
r e v is io n is m ,  S im k in s  was n e v e rth e le s s  a ju d ic io u s  s c h o la r  and h is  
tre a tm e n t o f the C a ro lin a  K u  K lu x  m o ve m en t was p erha ps  as even 
te m p e re d  as had y e t app ea re d . He, too, a ltho ug h  c le a r ly  re p e lle d  by 
K la n  t e r r o r is m ,  re tu rn e d  m uch  the sam e a p o lo g ia  as was b e ing  h e a rd  
f r o m  the t r a d i t io n a l is t  cam p . S im k in s  a t le a s t  had the d is t in c t io n
^ “̂ P a r t ic u la r ly  A lru th e u s  A . T a y lo r ,  "T h e  N e g ro  in  South 
C a ro lin a  D u rin g  the R e c o n s tru c t io n , "  The J o u rn a l o f N e g ro  H is to r y , 
IX ,  Nos. 3 & 4 {J u ly  and O ct. , 1924), 241 -569 .
^ ^ Ib id . , 444.
^ ^ Ib id . , 446 -4 7 .
^ "^F ran c is  B . S im k in s , "T h e  K u  K lu x  K la n  in  South 
C a ro lin a , 1868-1871, "  The J o u rn a l o f N e g ro  H is to r y , X I I  (O ct. , 
1927), 606 -47 .
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The sam e cannot be sa id  o f the one m o n o g ra p h ic  s tudy  tha t 
was p ro du ced  d u r in g  the I9 2 0 's  on the s u b je c t o f the  R e c o n s tru c t io n  
K la n . I ts  d is t in c t io n  a r is e s  ra th e r  f ro m  its  s ta t io n  a t w ha t was 
p ro b a b ly  the s u m m it o f K la n  id e a liz a t io n . T h is  was the e a r l ie r  c ite d  
A u th e n tic  H is to r y  o f the Ku K lu x  K la n , c o p y r ig h te d  by Susan 
L a w re n c e  D a v is  in  1924. A ltho u gh  the book has been d is p a ra g e d  by 
som e h is to r ia n s  as so m uch ro m a n tic  t r iv ia  and though i t  is  a h ig h ly  
s e n tim e n ta liz e d  and e x tra v a g a n t accoun t o f the K la n , i t  is  an e r r o r  o f 
ju dgem ent to p re s u m e , as one re v ie w e r d id , " th a t  th e re  is  no th ing  
a u th e n tic  about i t .  M is s  D a v is ' c h a ra c te r  and s itu a t io n  lends
s o m e th in g  to its  p o s s ib le  a u th e n tic ity . C h ild  o f a p ro m in e n t n o r th  
A la b a m a  c o n s e rv a tiv e  fa m ily ,  w e ll- re a d , w e ll- t r a v e le d  and obsessed  
w ith  the  a u ra  o f the O ld  South, she a p p a re n tly  had m o re  than  a ca sua l 
a cq u a in ta n ce sh ip  w ith  the m any im p e r ia l and lo c a l K la n  v e te ra n s  she 
c la im e d  to know . M uch  o f h e r in fo rm a t io n  is  q u ite  c re d ib le ,  
e s p e c ia lly  in  v ie w  o f the fa c t  th a t m any o f the  ta le s  she sp ins  can be 
p a r t ia l ly  c o r ro b o ra te d  f ro m  lo c a l s o u rce s . F o r  e xam p le , she w ro te  
o f so lem n  p o lic y -m a k in g  conclaves o f h igh  K la n  o f f ic ia ls  a t h e r hom e 
and o th e r s ite s  in  the Tennessee  V a lle y  s e c tio n  o f A la b a m a , and 
som e o f the m en  she re fe r re d  to can be p laced  in  the a re a  a t the 
tim e  th ro u g h  n ew spape r re fe re n c e s . T hey  in c lu d e  such ra n k in g
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m o g u ls  as G e n e ra l John  B. G ordon , h igh  in  the G e o rg ia  K la n  and 
on the Im p e r ia l S ta ff, Jam es H . C la n to n , re p u te d  to be G rand  
D rag on  o f the A la ba m a  R e a lm , and even Nathan  B e d fo rd  F o r re s t ,  
G ra nd  W iz a rd  o f the E m p ire  h im s e lf .  H e r fa th e r ,  L a w re n c e  R. 
D a v is , was in f lu e n t ia l in  c o n s e rv a tiv e  c ir c le s  a t the t im e , and m uch 
th a t she re la te d  seem s p la u s ib le  enough though h ig h ly  im a g in a tiv e . 
Indeed , she a d m itte d  th a t h e r  ch ild h o o d  re c o lle c tio n s  o f these  e p i­
sodes was vague and th a t she re l ie d  fo r  h e r in fo rm a t io n  on "d o c u ­
m e n ta ry  e v id e n c e " and a y e a rs - lo n g  p e rs o n a l re la t io n s h ip  and 
co rre sp o n d e n ce  w ith  m a n y  o f the o r ig in a l K la n s m e n . A m ong  h e r  
re p u te d  c o m m u n ican ts  w e re  som e o f the fo u n d e rs  o f the o rd e r  and, 
p e rha ps  m o re  s ig n i f ic a n t ly .  C o lo ne l S um ne r A , C unn ingham , 
f o r m e r ly  G ra nd  M onk ( th ir d  o ff ic e r )  o f the In v is ib le  E m p ire  and 
fo u n d e r o f the C o n fe de ra te  V e te ra n  m a g az in e , who s u p p lie d  h e r  
w ith  m uch  K la n  m a te r ia l .
M is s  D a v is ' book i t s e l f  is  a m a te u ris h  in  s t ru c tu re  and 
s ty le  and in  p lace s  v i r tu a l ly  in c o h e re n t. I t  co n ta ins  n um erous  
fa c tu a l e r ro r s .  In  the n a r ra t iv e  she ra m b le s , d ig re s s e s , and 
pauses on a lm o s t e v e ry  o th e r page fo r  a b it  o f g e n e a lo g ic a l o r  
U n ite d  D a ug h te rs  o f the C o n fe de ra cy  c h itc h a t. In  d e a lin g  w ith  a ne c­
d o ta l m a te r ia l she was re a s o n a b ly  s u c c e s s fu l bu t when v e n tu r in g  
in to  in te rp re ta t io n  o r  c o m m e n t on b ro a d e r aspec ts  o f R e c o n s tru c tio n  
she re g u la r ly  s m o th e re d  the fa c ts  w ith  ro m a n tic  nonsense.
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N o ne the le ss , the book is  not w ith o u t va lue  fo r  K la n  h is to r ia n s ,  
e s p e c ia lly  those  in te re s te d  in  the A la b a m a  R e a lm . The K u  K lu x  
was v e ry  a c tiv e  in  h e r s e c tio n  o f the s ta te  and d il ig e n t  re s e a rc h  
re v e a ls  th is  vo lum e  to be the o n ly  e x ta n t so u rce  o f in fo rm a t io n  
re la t iv e  to  som e o f those  o p e ra tio n s  and o p e ra t iv e s . F o r  tha t 
m a tte r .  M is s  D a v is ' w o rk  is  un ique  in  th a t i t  p re s e n ts  the nam es 
o f m any K la n  o f f ic ia ls  o f A la ba m a  and o th e r s ta te s . Such data  m ay 
not be w h o lly  v a lid  and dem ands s c h o la r ly  re s e rv a t io n ,  but a t le a s t 
i t  o ffe rs  a s ta r t in g  p lace  and g rounds fo r  s p e c u la tio n . The 
A u th e n tic  H is to ry  a ls o  has unq ue stio na b le  h is to r io g ra p h ic a l s ig n i f i ­
cance. I t  i l lu s t r a te s  K la n  g lo r i f ic a t io n  a t i ts  b e s t (o r  w o rs t) ,  and, 
a lthough  i t  a p p a re n tly  had but l im ite d  c ir c u la t io n ,  i t  a lso  says s o m e ­
th in g  o f the s o c ia l and in te lle c tu a l m i l ie u  o f i t s  t im e . The entente  
c o rd ia le  between the s e c tio n s  was a t its  h e ig h t, K u  K lu x e rs  w e re  
b ask ing  in  the n a tio n a l l im e l ig h t  a ga in  and the h e ro ic  m yth s  o f the 
O ld  South w e n t la rg e ly  unch a lle ng ed . E ven  the budding l i t e r a r y  
g ian ts  o f the  South, the F a u lk n e rs , W o lfe s , and C a ld w e lls , w e re  
tro u b le d  in  th e ir  r e a l is m  b y  the in g ra in e d  legends and found  i t  
im p o s s ib le  to  c o m p le te ly  ca s t out the ro m a n t ic  im a g e s .
T h e  n e x t m a jo r  s tu d y  o f the o ld  K la n  ca m e  in  19 3 9 . I t  w as  
S ta n le y  F , H o r n 's  In v is ib le  E m p ir e ,  the  S to ry  o f the K u  K lu x  K la n ,
"C a s h , M in d  o f the S outh, 3 7 6 -7 9 .
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1 866-1871 , and i t  was by fa r  the m o s t th o ro u gh  e x p o s it io n  o f the 
s e c re t  s o c ie ty  ye t p ro du ced . A ltho u gh  som e re v is io n  o f the Dunn ing  
in te rp re ta t io n  o f R e c o n s tru c t io n  was g e ttin g  u n d e r w ay b y  the t im e  
H o rn  p u b lish e d , he a p p a re n tly  had not n o tic e d  the v o ice s  o f d is s e n t 
and h is  w o rk  was a p o lis h e d  e la b o ra tio n  o f the t r a d i t io n a l v iew s 
in s o fa r  as the K la n  was co nce rn ed . H o rn  was a co m p e te n t 
bus iness  m a n / jo u rn a l is t  and th is  book was o b v io u s ly  the re s u lt  o f 
ex te n s ive  re s e a rc h  even though he chose not to  in c lu d e  "d is t ra c t in g  
fo o tn o te s "  so as to "a v o id  in te r ru p t io n  to the f lo w  o f the  n a r ra t iv e .  
S ch o la rs  and re v ie w e rs  m a y  d e c ry  such an o m is s io n  (and they d id  so 
a t the t im e ), but H o rn 's  " s t o r y "  n e v e rth e le s s  o ffe re d  a th o ro u gh go in g  
and c re d ib le  accou n t o f the e a r ly  phases o f the s e c re t  s o c ie ty  w h ich  
the n a tio n  had o n ly  re c e n t ly  pu rge d  i t s e l f  o f a second t im e . The 
success o f the vo lum e  in d ic a te s  th a t th e re  was s t i l l  a g re a t dea l o f 
re s id u a l fa s c in a tio n  fo r  the  h e ro ic s  o f the o ld  K la n  even in  the o ff in g  
o f re s u rg e n t c o n ce rn  fo r  b la c k  r ig h ts .
In  the book i t s e l f  H o rn , w h ile  n o t engaging in  the p a n e g y ric s  
o f e a r l ie r  K la n  w r i t e r s ,  is  c le a r ly  o f the "n a tu ra l p he no m e n on /en d - 
ju s t i f ie d - th e - m e a n s "  sch o o l. H is  is  the consum m ate  s ta te m e n t o f 
the p ro -K la n  t ra d it io n s  w h ich  had been fe rm e n t in g  o v e r  the y e a rs .
^ ^ (B o s to n , 1939 ). 
^ ^ Ib id . , v i i .
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The In v is ib le  E m p ire  q u ic k ly  becam e the s tan d a rd  w o rk  on 
the K la n ; a d is t in c t io n  i t  p ro b a b ly  has to th is  day. H o rn 's  in te r p r e ­
ta tio n s  have been in c o rp o ra te d  in to  co un tless  g e n e ra l s u rv e y s  o f 
A m e r ic a n  h is to r y  and s p e c ia liz e d  s tud ie s  o f the R e c o n s tru c tio n , 
w h ich  is  one o f the reasons fo r  the e a r l ie r  noted  d is p le a s u re  am ong 
c e r ta in  l ib e r a l  re v ie w e rs  o f such w r it in g .  Y e t even "h ig h "  r e v is io n ­
is ts  have found H o rn  n e c e s s a ry  to  th e ir  s tud ie s  fo r  the re a son  tha t 
n o th ing  e lse s u b s ta n tia l — and co ng en ia l to th e ir  v ie w s — has been 
a v a ila b le . E ven  to a s p e c ia lis t  a tte m p tin g  to a l te r  the t ra d i t io n a l 
d iag n os is  o f the K la n  H o rn  w i l l  be u na vo ida b le , f o r  h is  w o rk  con ta ins  
data  and a ne cdo ta l m a te r ia l tha t seem s to be a c c e s s ib le  now here  e lse  
and w h ich  th e re fo re  m u s t be eva lu a te d  no m a t te r  w hat the p o in t o f 
v ie w . E s p e c ia lly  is  th is  tru e  in  co nn ectio n  w ith  the o r ig in s  and 
o p e ra tio n s  o f the hooded o rd e r  in  m id d le  T ennessee , H o rn 's  own 
hom e a re a . F o r  o th e r p a r ts  o f the E m p ire ,  h is  in fo rm a t io n  was 
a p p a re n tly  d e r iv e d  f ro m  p r in te d  so u rces  s t i l l  a v a ila b le  and, thu s , 
m a y be som ew ha t m o re  v u ln e ra b le . D e sp ite  i ts  s y m p a th e tic  tone , 
w h ic h  seem s so u n fa s h io n a b ly  a t odds w ith  the t im e s , its  s c h o la r ly  
l im ita t io n s ,  w h ich  m a y  be m o re  a p p a re n t than re a l,  and its  a g re e ­
m e n t w ith  a la rg e ly  d is c re d ite d  g e n e ra l th e s is , i t  w i l l  take a 
p o w e rfu l re v is io n is t  sho t to launch  an accep tab le  re p la c e m e n t fo r  
S ta n le y  H o rn 's  In v is ib le  E m p ire . F o r  the p e rs is te n t  s e g re g a tio n is ts
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and a s s o r te d  "p ro fe s s io n a l”  s o u th e rn e rs  the t ra d i t io n s  o f the o ld  
K la n , as s yn th e s ize d  b y  H o rn , w i l l  l ik e ly  endure  fo r  a long  t im e .
In  the p o s tw a r y e a rs  o f the F o r t ie s ,  F if t ie s ,  and S ix t ie s , 
as tra d e  com pan ies and the u n iv e rs i ty  p re s s e s  a lm o s t in unda ted  the 
c o u n try  in  a f lo o d  o f h is to r ic a l  p u b lic a t io n s , v e ry  l i t t le  w o rk  was 
done on the K u  K lu x , I t  was one o f the few  a spects  o f R e c o n s tru c t io n , 
o r  any o th e r p e r io d ,  th a t was not b ro u g h t u nd e r the gun o f change o r  
concensus. T h e re  w e re , d u r in g  these  y e a rs , som e s h o r t  and spe ­
c ia liz e d  s tud ie s  done in  a r t ic le  f o r m  fo r  the  j o u r n a l s , b u t  th e y  gen­
e ra l ly  fo llo w e d  c o n v e n tio n a l p a tte rn s  and o ffe re d  but a h in t  o f a d a p t­
in g  the K la n  to new re n d it io n s  o f the R e c o n s tru c t io n  s to ry .  B y  1965, 
h o w e v e r, i t  was c le a r  th a t a n u m b e r o f people  w e re  d is s a t is f ie d  w ith  
the e x is t in g  s itu a t io n . P ra is e ,  even a ccep tance , o f the K la n  s im p ly  
d id  no t jib e  w ith  new e xp la n a tio n s  o f the p e r io d  — and c e r ta in ly  not 
w ith  l ib e r a l  v ie w s  o f the th i r d  and la te s t  e ru p tio n  o f K u  K lu x  a c t iv ity .
Such u ne as ine ss  seem s to have p ro v o k e d  W il l ia m  P . R ande l 
in to  h is  re m e d ia l e f fo r t  th a t y e a r , the a fo re m e n tio n e d , K u  K lu x  K la n ,
^^O tto  O ls e n 's  1962 a r t ic le  in  the N o rth  C a ro lin a  H is t o r i ­
c a l R eview  (c ite d  e a r l ie r ) ;  Thom as B . A le x a n d e r, "K u k lu x is m  in  
Tennessee , 1865-1869 , ”  Tennessee  H is to r ic a l  Q u a r te r ly , V II I  
(1949), 195-219 ; H e rb e r t  S h a p iro , "T h e  K u K lu x  K la n  d u r in g  
R e c o n s tru c t io n : The South C a ro lin a  E p isod e , ”  The J o u rn a l o f 
N e g ro  H is to r y , X L IX  (Jan . , 1964), 3 4 -55 ; and John Z . S loan , "T h e  
K u K lu x  K la n  and the A la b a m a  E le c tio n  o f 1872, "  The A la b a m a  
R e v ie w , X V I I I  (A p r i l ,  1965), 113 -23 , a re  good re p re s e n ta t iv e  
e xam p le s .
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A  C e n tu ry  o f In fa m y. R ande l, a l i te r a tu r e  p ro fe s s o r ,  was o b v io u s ly  
m o ve d  by the c u r re n t  c iv i l  r ig h ts  s tru g g le  and re p e lle d  by the "c a s e " 
f o r  the K la n  w h ich  "has found  its  w ay in to  the h is to r y  books tha t have 
co n d itio n e d  the th in k in g  o f m i l l io n s  o f A m e r ic a n s .  H u m a n is t ic a lly ,
he found  the "K la n  s p i r i t ,  "  w h ic h  had p e rvad ed  A m e r ic a n  s o c ie ty  fo r  
o v e r  a c e n tu ry , to be re p u ls iv e ,  and h is  book was an a tte m p t, a t le a s t,  
to c a ll e v i l  by i ts  r ig h t  nam e. A s an e ffe c t iv e  re v is io n  o f the K la n  
s to ry ,  R a n d e l's  w o rk  fa i le d ,  h o w e v e r, f o r  he t r ie d  to  do too m uch too 
fa s t .  In  the f i r s t  p la c e , he a tta c k e d  on too b ro a d  a f ro n t ,  b e a rin g  
down on the w hole  K la n  s to r y  f ro m  o ld  to new, and thus d ilu te d  h is  
fo r c e .  He has been ch ided  f o r  sh a llo w n e ss  o f u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f the 
tim e s  o f w h ich  he w ro te  and th is ,  too , seem s a v a lid  c r i t i c is m ;  he 
was co nce rn ed  w ith  "e f fe c t "  and h a rd ly  a t a l l  w ith  "ca u se . "  Y e t, 
though one m ig h t a gree  th a t the book is  so m uch  te m p o r iz in g  and tha t 
i t  re s ts  as m uch  on p h ilo s o p h y  as re s e a rc h , i t  sh ou ld  be a c k n o w l­
edged th a t P ro fe s s o r  R a n d e l's  p o le m ic s  a re  as h on es t as, say,
Susan L .  D a v is ' p a n e g y ric s . A nd , even though it s  g re a te s t va lue  
m a y  have been as a c a th a rs is  fo r  the a u th o r 's  t ro u b le d  so u l, i t  does 
have h is to r io g ra p h ic a l s ig n if ic a n c e  — fo r  h e re  is  consp icuous 
in d ic a t io n  o f a new d e p a rtu re  in  K la n  w r it in g s .
53R ande l, K u  K lu x  K la n , 155.
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The sam e m a y  be sa id  fo r  D a v id  M . C h a lm e r 's  Hooded 
A m e r ic a n is m , p ub lis h e d  the sam e y e a r . C h a lm e r 's  book is  
d e c id e d ly  le ss  s h r i l l  than  R a n d e l's  and re s ts  upon m o re  accep tab le  
s c h o la rs h ip . I t  dea ls w ith  the o ld  K la n  even m o re  c u rs o r i ly ,  
h o w e ve r and o ffe rs  l i t t le  in  the w a y  o f re v is io n .
A  m a jo r  e f fo r t  in  th a t d ire c t io n  has com e now w ith  the 
re le a s e  o f A lle n  T re le a s e 's  W h ite  T e r r o r , noted  e a r l ie r  in  the 
c h a p te r. P ro fe s s o r  T re le a s e  has no s y m p a th y  w h a te v e r w ith  the 
K la n  o r  t ra d i t io n a l ideas  about the K la n . " I t  is ,  "  he notes in  the 
in a u g u ra t io n  o f h is  w o rk , " im p o s s ib le  any lo n g e r to  e m b ra ce  the 
opp os ite  /favo rab le "?  v ie w  w h ich  has fo r  so long  c e le b ra te d  the K u  
K lu x  K la n  and its  c iv i l iz in g  m is s io n  in  the South. W ith  th a t as
h is  th e s is  he sets out m e th o d ic a l ly  and in c lu s iv e ly  to  s t r ip  aw ay the 
K la n  e le m e n t o f O ld  South t ra d i t io n .  I t  is  T re le a s e 's  co n te n tio n  
th a t d u r in g  R e c o n s tru c t io n  a l l  "o r th o d o x "  s o u th e rn e rs , e ith e r  by 
d es ig n  o r  d e fa u lt, "e n te re d  in to  a c o n s p ira c y  to p ro te c t  the K la n  
and advance its  w o rk s , and in  th is  he is  p a r t ly  c o r re c t .  
S o u th e rn e rs , fo r  the m o s t p a r t,  n e v e r den ied  th e ir  g e n e ra l sym p a th y  
w ith  the p r in c ip le s  o f the K la n  and, d e sp ite  p ro te s ts  o f d is a s s o c ia t io n  
f r o m  the le a d in g  c it iz e n r y  a t the  tim e  the o rd e r  e n te re d  i t s  d a rk e r
^ '^T re le a s e , W h ite  T e r r o r , x i i .  
5 5 lb id . , x i.
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phase, m any o f the m  co n tin ue d  to do so to the end. I t  is  in c o n s is ­
te n t w ith  a ccep ted  n o tio ns  o f so u th e rn  s o c ie ty , f o r  th a t m a t te r ,  to 
b e lie v e  th a t such an o rg a n iz a tio n  co u ld  fu n c t io n  w ith o u t g e n try  
le a d e rs h ip . T h e re  w e re , n e v e rth e le s s , c o un tless  " t r u e "  
s o u th e rn e rs  who cannot be tie d  to  the K la n  m o ve m e n t, and i t  is  p e r ­
haps s tre tc h in g  the c o n s p ira c y  them e a b it  th in  to  have i t  e m b race  
a l l  those who d id  no t a c t iv e ly  w o rk  a g a in s t i t .  W ith  s im i la r  g round  
ru le s  a l l  the q u ie t, u n o b s tru s iv e  o r  unknow ing  G erm a ns cou ld  be 
m ade to sh a re  g u il t  e q u a lly  w ith  H it le r  fo r  the J e w is h  a tr o c i t ie s  o f 
W o r ld  W a r I I .
T re le a s e , in  p ro b in g  the depths o f the caba l, w h ich  in v o lv e d  
a s ta g g e r in g  a m o un t o f re s e a rc h  in  a l l  those  s o u rce  a re as  ca ta logued  
in  th is  s tud y , and o th e rs  b es id e s , a lso  s tr iv e s  to d is lo d g e  a n u m b e r 
o f o th e r h idebound K la n  tra d i t io n s .  He contends tha t the K u  K lu x , 
a ltho ug h  i t  was c o n t r ib u to ry ,  d id  n o t a c tu a lly  b r in g  about the  o v e r ­
th ro w  o f R e p u b lica n  c o n tro l in  a s in g le  so u th e rn  s ta te . T h is  m o s t 
m y th ic a l p a r t  o f the K la n  t ra d i t io n ,  a ltho ug h  i t  m a y  have been a 
c h e r is h e d  p o p u la r b e lie f  in  som e s e c to rs , was n e v e r r e a l ly  accep ted  
by h is to r ia n s  and T re le a s e 's  tho ro u gh go in g  s tud y  m a y  s e rve  to 
top p le  even the legend . On the o th e r hand, T re le a s e  g ives  some
^ ^ C le m e n t E a to n , The M in d  o f the O ld  S outh ( re v . ed. ; 
B a ton  Rouge, 1967), 307.
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backhanded s u p p o rt to  th is  sam e a sp e c t o f the t ra d i t io n s  b y  p ro ­
fe s s in g  th a t the K la n  was d e s tru c t iv e  to N e g ro  and R e pu b lica n  
m o ra le  and th a t th is  he lp e d  b r in g  on tha t n a tio n a l and lo c a l w e a r i­
ness w h ic h  e v e n tu a lly  caused  the abandonm ent o f the w hole  
iru c t io n  e thos.
P e rh a p s  the m o s t n o v e l, t r u ly  re v is io n is t ic ,  fe a tu re  o f 
T re le a s e 's  w o rk , is  h is  a tte m p t to  d e s tro y  the c h iv a lro u s  and ro m a n ­
t ic  im ag e  o f the o ld  K u  K lu x  K la n . A l l  o f its  e xa lte d  p r in c ip le s  and 
d es igns  on in te g r i t y  w e re  n e v e r m o re  than  a facade , he b e lie v e s , and 
the m o ve m e n t was in  t ru th  no th ing  m o re  n o r  le s s  than one o f " th e  
m o s t fa r - f lu n g  and p e rs is te n t  c r im e  w aves in  A m e r ic a n  h is to r y .
In  h is  ic o n o c la s t ic  z e a l P ro fe s s o r  T re le a s e  m a y  be le a v in g  h im s e lf  
open to  the sam e ch arge s  th a t c o n s e rv a tiv e s  a t the  t im e  le v ie d  a t the 
ra d ic a l p re s s : th a t he g ro s s ly  e xag ge ra tes  the e x te n t o f K la n  a tr o c ­
it ie s  and la y s  e v e ry  c r im in a l  a c t c o m m itte d  in  the South a t the d oo r 
o f the K la n . G ra n te d , he m a y  be c o r re c t ,  but he seem s o n ly  too 
eag e r to b e lie v e  e v e ry  a lle g a tio n  m ade by so u th e rn  ra d ic a ls  and to 
d is c re d i t  e v e ry  w h ite  c o n s e rv a tiv e  re b u tta l.  In  in c id e n t a fte r  
fra c t io u s  in c id e n t he a ccep ts  p ro te s ta t io n s  o f innocence  and charges
^ ^ T re le a s e , W h ite  T e r r o r ,  419.
58 Ib id . , 418.
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o f u n p ro voke d  p e rs e c u tio n  f ro m  the ra d ic a l side  w h ile  d is p a ra g in g  
c o u n te rc la im s  f ro m  the o th e r s id e .
A g a in , th is  m a y  indeed  be an a c c u ra te  a ssessm en t. C e r ­
ta in ly  the t e r r o r is m ,  w h ic h  he accen tua tes , has been too lo ng  g lossed  
o v e r . B ut a b la n ke t in d ic tm e n t o f w h ite  s o u th e rn e rs  and an a lm o s t 
u n iv e rs a l e x o n e ra tio n  o f R a d ic a l R e pu b lica ns  seem s no m o re  s a t is ­
fa c to ry  than the re v e rs e  o f tha t. C. Vann W oodw ard  w a rn ed  h is  
b ro th e r  h is to r ia n s  som e t im e  ago o f the d ange r o f s u b s titu tin g  one 
h is to r ic a l  fa l la c y  fo r  a n o th e r, o f m e re ly  in v e r t in g  he roe s  and v i l ­
la in s ,  and P ro fe s s o r  T re le a s e  m a y  w e ll be p lu m b in g  such a danger. 
I t  is  a heady syn d rom e .
V io le n c e  is  easy to condem n, p as t o r  p re s e n t, and the 
R e c o n s tru c t io n  South was perhaps  the m o s t tu rb u le n t  t im e  and p lace  
in  o u r h is to r y  in s o fa r  as s o c ie ty  was in v o lv e d , but s ince  v io le n c e  
begets v io le n c e  i t  h a rd ly  seem s f a i r  to g e n e ra l ly  excuse one seg­
m e n t o f tha t s o c ie ty  f r o m  such a ro le .  The w h ite  and b la c k  ra d ic a ls  
w e re  hum an. D id  they cu t and ru n  o r  d id  they a p p ly  m u s c le  on b e h a lf 
o f th e ir  p r in c ip le s  and a s p ira t io n s ?  O r was i t  w h ite s  o n ly  who 
b e lie v e d  s tro n g ly  enough in  w hat the y  w anted?  P r in c ip le  and m e n ta l 
toughness m a y  not be ju s t i f ic a t io n  fo r  t e r r o r  and v io le n ce  bu t they
59,C. V ann W o o dw a rd , "O u r P a s t I s n 't  W ha t I t  Used to B e, "  
New Y o rk  T im e s  B ook R e v ie w , J u ly  28, 1963, 1 f f .
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do h e lp  to  e x p la in  i t .  P e rh a p s  so u th e rn  s o c ie ty  was not in  such  a bad 
w ay a fte r  the w a r .  W h ite s  m a y  n o t have been ty ra n n iz e d  by the  new 
co n d itio n s  — new s c h o la rs h ip  has shown the re la t iv e  n a tu re  o f th is  — 
b u t the p o in t is ,  the w h ite s  b e lie v e d  they  w e re  bad o ff  and th a t the y  
w e re  be ing  v ic t im iz e d .  T h ey  b e lie v e d  i t  s t ro n g ly  enough to la s h  out 
v io le n t ly  a t the s y m b o lic  cause o f th e ir  g r ie f ,  the ra d ic a ls  and the 
b la c k s . They c o n d itio n e d  th e m s e lv e s  to ra t io n a liz e  any a c tio n  th a t 
w o u ld  re s to re  the s ta tu s  quo, and the K la n  was in s tru m e n ta l in  th a t
The w eakness o f D r .  T re le a s e 's  re v is io n is m  m a y  be h is  
fa i lu r e  to p robe  the m in d  o f the so u th e rn  w h ite . In  h is  eagerness  to  
condem n the te r r o r is m  the y  in v o k e d  and to  m ake  the m  a l l  a p a r t  o f 
the  c o n s p ira c y  he does n o t c re d it  th e ir  c o n v ic t io n s . I t  is  so m e th in g  
o f an a n a c h ro n is m  to ch arge  th e ir  re a l s in  up to  ra c is m . T h is  m a y  
be le g it im a te  by to d a y 's  s ta n d a rd s , bu t the s o u th e rn  w h ite  o f 1870 — 
and m o s t o th e r w h ite  A m e r ic a n s  as w e ll  — w o re  h is  a tt itu d e s  on ra ce  
as an escu tcheon. These  concepts w ou ld  p ro v e  fa u lty  w ith  t im e , o f 
co u rs e , but a t th a t m o m e n t th e y  w e re  accep ted  as t ru th s ,  w o rth  t e r ­
r o r is m  even to s u s ta in , and sh ou ld  be so a cknow ledged  by m o d e rn  
s c h o la rs . T h is  adds to the t ra g ic  a spe c t o f s o u th e rn  h is to r y  fo r  i t  
seem s th a t the " L o s t  C a use " im a g e , in  th is  re g a rd , can be extended 
down to  the p re s e n t.
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I t  re m a in s  to  be seen w h e th e r P ro fe s s o r  T re le a s e 's  
in te rp re ta t io n  o f the K la n  w i l l  be accep ted  and the  t ra d it io n s  tu m b le d . 
S om eth ing  on the o rd e r  o f h is  s tud y  has been needed and expec ted  fo r  
a long  t im e . The m y s te ry  is  i t s  lo n g  d e la y . The n e o -ra d ic a ls  w i l l  
app laud  i t ,  o f c o u rs e , and in c o rp o ra te  i ts  f in d in g s  in  th e ir  fu tu re  
w o rk s . O th e rs  w i l l  q u e s tio n  p a r ts  o r  a l l  o f i t .  W hen the sm oke 
c le a rs ,  a lo ng  t im e  f r o m  now, i t  w i l l  no doubt h e lp  b r in g  a s o m e ­
w hat m o re  b a lanced  a p p ra is a l o f a n o th e r o f the d is p u te d  to p ic s  o f o u r 
p as t. B u t, w h a te v e r the  fu tu re  h o ld s  fo r  i t ,  the h is to r io g ra p h y  o f 
the  K u  K lu x  K la n  has, w ith  th is  p u b lic a t io n , now come f u l l  c ir c le .
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c h a p t e r  I I I  
T H E  K L A N  C IR C L E  IS FO R M E D
Dem  K u K lu x e rs  am  su re  
A  m ig h ty  s ile n t  b a n ',
Dey m ove ju s t  lik e  de w in d .
You nebbe r sees a m an —
Dey leap  up to de c loud ,
A nd  nebbe r m akes a sound,
Dey fo llo w  on y o ' tra c k  ^
L a k  M a s s a 's  o le  b lood  hound.
T h is  d o g g e re l is  p a r t  o f a m uch  lo n g e r poem  f r o m  one o f the 
m u lt itu d e  o f u nn o tice d  so u th e rn  ro m a n t ic is ts  e le g iz in g  the o ld  South 
a ro un d  the tu rn  o f the c e n tu ry . A lth o u g h  such w r i t in g  m a y  seem  
ir r e le v a n t  to a s e r io u s  s tudy  o f the K u  K lu x  K la n , th is  p a r t ic u la r  
r e f r a in  has a g re a t dea l to  say o f the s o u th e rn  m in d  as w e ll as the 
K la n . I t  fa l ls  s e rv ic e a b ly  in to  the t im e  fra m e  o f K la n  g lo r i f ic a t io n  as 
exam ine d  in  p re v io u s  c h a p te rs , and i t  p ro b a b ly  ty p if ie s  the  a ttitu d e  
o f m o s t so u th e rn  w h ite s  o f the p e r io d  in  re g a rd  to the N e g ro  in te lle c t .  
The use o f b la c k  p a to is , as h e re  p h o n e tic a lly  in te rp re te d  by a w h ite  
" a r is to c r a t " ,  m a y be passed o ff  as so m uch  ra c is t  s la n d e r today 
but i t  was a p o p u la r and accep tab le  fo lk  m ode u n t i l  q u ite  re c e n tly .
L a m a r F o n ta in e , "T h e  C o n trab an d 's  Song o f the K . K . K . ”  
(U ndated  p a m p h le t, M is s is s ip p i D e p a rtm e n t o f A rc h iv e s  and H is to ry ,  
p ro b a b ly  f ro m  c. 1910).
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The poet w ent on to e m p loy  m any o f the K la n  m y th s  in  h is  
l i t t le  ske tch  — perhaps  h e lp in g  to c u lt iv a te  them  — and som e of h is  
a s s o c ia tio n s  a re  ra th e r  c u r io u s ;^  but the p o in t m o re  ve x ing  to the 
m o d e rn  m in d  is  the s u p e rs t it io u s  g u l l ib i l i t y  a c c ru in g  to the b la c k  
" s in g e r "  th rou g h  the w ho le  poem . Q u ite  a lo t  has been w r it te n  la te ly  
about the "p u ttin g -o n  M a s s a " ta c t ic s  used by b lacks  both  in  and out o f 
s la v e ry  as a m eans o f s u rv iv a l in  a v /h ite  m a n 's  w o r ld ,^  and i t  m ay 
w e ll be t ru e  tha t m uch  o f  the b la c k  "s h u f fle  and g r in "  and a c tin g  the 
fo o l was in  fa c t  the p la y in g  o f a ro le  tha t p leased  the w h ite s  o r  ca lm e d  
th e ir  fe a rs .  Such a concep t, h o w e ve r, p ro du ces  some c o n tra d ic t io n s  
in  re g a rd  to the b lacks  and the Ku K lu x  K la n  d u r in g  R e c o n s tru c tio n , 
A c c o rd in g  to  p ra c t ic a l ly  e v e ry  in te rp re ta t io n ,  the N e g ro  o f the p o s t­
w a r p e r io d  was m uch changed fro m  h is  a n te b e llu m  c o u n te rp a r t.  In  
the w h ite /c o n s e rv a t iv e  v ie w , a t the t im e  and la te r ,  he had go tten  
"o u t o f p la c e " and becom e "u p p ity , "  in dependen t, even ty ra n n ic a l.
To the m o d e rn  l ib e r a l  the fre e d m a n  was m e re ly  a s s e r tin g  h is  n ew ly  
ga ined  c iv i l  r ig h ts ,  w ith  f irm n e s s  and a re m a rk a b le  le v e l o f
^ I t  seem s in c o n g ru o u s , fo r  e xam p le , to  im p a r t  to  the b lack  
v o ice  in  th is  poem  the nam e "c o n tra b a n d , "  w h ich  had m o re  o f a w a r ­
t im e  co nn ectio n .
in  John H. C la rk e  and V in c e n t H a rd in g , eds. , S lave T ra d e  and S la v ­
e ry  (New Y o rk , 1970), 99-113 ; S te r lin g  B ro w n , "N e g ro  F o lk  E x p re s ­
s io n , "  in  A dd iso n  G ay le , J r .  , ed. , B la c k  E x p re s s io n  (New Y o rk , 
1968), 56 -89 ; L e ro n e  B en n e tt, J r . ,  C o n fro n ta tio n  B la c k  o r  W h ite  
(B a lt im o re ,  1965), 34-35 ,
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s o p h is t ic a tio n .  ̂ E ith e r  o f these  in te rp re ta t io n s ,  w h ich  a re  o th e r ­
w is e  po les a p a r t ,  causes some d i f f ic u l t y  f o r  the K la n  m y th o lo g is t 
who g ives  p recedence  to  the g h o s tly  and s u p e rn a tu ra l aspec ts  o f the 
o rd e r  in  c o n s id e r in g  its  successe s .
How does one accom m od a te  e ith e r  haughty su lle nn e ss  o r  
s o p h is t ic a te d  s e lf-a s s u ra n c e  w ith  the m uch  tou ted  e ffe c t o f the e a r ly  
K la n 's  e e r ie  a t t ir e ,  s p ir i t u a l is t ic  m u m b o - ju m b o  and ra t t l in g  o f bones? 
I t  is  h a rd  to  conce ive  o f  even the m o s t d u ll and uneduca ted  b la c k  m an 
fa l l in g  m o re  than once fo r  the g h o s tly  shenan igans o f h is  cos tum ed  
w h ite  n e ig h b o rs , m uch  le ss  a p e rc e p tiv e  one. N e v e r th e le s s , i t  is  a 
c o rp o ra te  p a r t  o f the K la n  m y th  th a t such  was the case. A t  the t im e  
o f i t s  e x is te n ce  and a t the h e ig h t o f its  la te r  g lo r i f ic a t io n  th e re  was 
g e n e ra l a g re e m e n t as to the s a lu ta ry  e ffe c t o f the s p e c tra l K la n sm e n  
upon the na ive  fre e d m e n . D u rin g  the K u  K lu x  e p id e m ic , s o u th e rn  
c o u n try  e d ito rs  d e lig h te d  th e ir  re a d e rs  w ith  such  o b v io u s ly  m anu­
fa c tu re d  ta le s  as the fo l lo w in g  e xa m p le s , f ro m  the  G renada /M is s .^ /  
S e n tin e l, te l l in g  o f an a lle g e d  s ig h t in g  o f the K la n  by a N egro  
p re a c h e r :
F o re  God, as I  is  a p re a c h e r o f de G o s p il,  and as
I  speaks de w o rd  ob de t ru th ,  I  seed the m  K u  K lu x e rs
^J o e l W ill ia m s o n , A f te r  S la v e ry : The N e g ro  in  South 
C a ro lin a  D u rin g  R e c o n s tru c t io n , 1861-1877 (C hape l H i l l ,  1965), 
4 6 -58 ; V e rn o n  L . W h a rto n , The N e g ro  in  M is s is s ip p i, 1865-1890 
(H a rp e r  T o rc h b a c k  e d it io n ; New Y o rk , 1965), p a s s im .
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gw ine th ro u g h  the s tre e ts  in  de dead ob de n ig h t, f ly in g  
in  the a i r  l ik e  b la c k  f ig u re s  — dey is  a k in d  ob s p i r i t ­
u a l v is ita t io n  o f dead re b ils  dat cum  in  de w o r ld  to 
s c a re  po n ig g e rs . I  got out ob de way q u ic k  o r  dey 
w ou ld  hab k i l le d  m e sho. ^
A nd  f r o m  the M o u lto n  ^ l a .  /  A d v e r t is e r , re p o r t in g  a s im i la r
in c id e n t:
I  know ed dey was ghosts cause you cou ld  see r ig h t  
th ro u g h  'e m , and the y  d id n 't  m ake  no sounds as 
dey com e up on m e . Dey w o re  hats fo u r  fe e t t a l l  
w ith  a h un dred  lig h ts  s tre a m in g  in  the d a rk . ^
No doubt w h ite  s o u th e rn e rs  re c e iv e d  som e ra c ia l s a tis fa c t io n  
f r o m  re p e a tin g  such s to r ie s  and, w h e th e r f ic t i t io u s  o r  no t, a p p a re n tly  
a g re a t m any people  b e lie v e d  tha t the b lacks  a c tu a lly  sw a llo w e d  the 
nonsense about robed  K la n s m e n  being s p ir i t s  o f C on fe de ra te  dead. 
P e rh a p s  a few  o f the m o re  s u p e rs t it io u s  d id , fo r  re lia b le  te s tim o n y  
shows th a t som e dens w e re  s t i l l  ho ld in g  to such g h o s tly  p re te n se  as 
la te  as 1871, f iv e  y e a rs  in to  the e x is ten ce  o f the o rd e r .^  I t  seem s 
m o re  l ik e ly ,  fo r  a l l  the a lle g e d  "p u ttin g  on M a s s a " s u b tle t ie s , tha t 
the fe a r  and h o r r o r  o f K la n  v ic t im s  was in  p o in t o f fa c t  q u ite  re a l,  
though le s s  in s p ire d  by the s p ir i tu a l  facade  and m o re  by the a c tu a l
^Q uoted  in  N a tchez  W e e k ly  D e m o c ra t , A p r i l  6, 1868.
^ M a rc h  5, 1868.
^See T e s tim o n y  o f U n ited  S ta tes D is t r ic t  A tto rn e y ,  G. W ile y  
W e lls ,  K u  K lu x  R e p o rt , " M is s is s ip p i T e s t im o n y , "  1154.
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p h y s ic a l d an ge rs . F o r  e xam p le , in  the 1871 in c id e n t, r e fe r re d  to 
above, the p o o r v ic t im ,  w h ile  be ing  to ld  th a t h is  a n ta g o n is ts  w e re  
s p ir i t s  of the "dead  o f S h ilo h " who had t ra v e le d  " th re e  thousand m ile s  
f r o m  the  m o o n " th a t n ig h t, was a l l  the w h ile  be ing  tru s s e d  to a r a i l ­
ro a d  t ra c k  o n ly  m in u te s  b e fo re  the nex t f re ig h t  t r a in  was due. Tha t 
he was reduced  to to ta l and in c o n tro lla b le  pan ic  is  not s u rp r is in g  and 
th a t he and co un tless  o th e r v ic t im s  o f s im i la r  s itu a t io n s  shou ld , f o r  
sake o f s u rv iv a l,  p re te n d  to  accep t the m a sq ue ra de  is  q u ite  u n d e r­
s tandab le . Such d is s e m b la n c e  is  le ss  re m a rk a b le  than th a t o f the 
K la n s m a n  who co nv in ce d  h im s e lf  o f the m a g ic  po tency  o f h is  cam ou­
fla g e  o r  the la te r  re p o r te r  who expounded such ta le s  w ith  ro m a n tic  
as s u ra n c e . A g a in , th is  says a g re a t d ea l about the so u th e rn  m in d , 
both  b la c k  and w h ite .
In  t ru th ,  i t  a ppea rs  f r o m  the b es t ev idence  a v a ila b le  tha t 
v ic t im s  o f K la n  a c tio n , o f both  ra c e s , w henever th e re  was hope o f 
escape o r  re s is ta n c e  and o fte n  when th e re  was none, fou g h t back o r 
re s is te d  by e v e ry  p h y s ic a l m eans p o s s ib le . A nd  e th e re a l q u a lit ie s  
n o tw ith s ta n d in g , m any a K la n  ra id in g  p a r ty  was ch a g rin e d  to  f in d  
i t s e l f  m e t by a charge  o f b ucksh o t w h e re  i t  had hoped to  m e e t o n ly  
s u p e rs t it io u s  a cqu ie scen ce . N e v e rth e le s s , the c o s tu m e ry  and the 
p la y -a c t in g  was an in te g ra l fe a tu re  o f the K u  K lu x  f ro m  it s  in c e p ­
tio n  and, f ro m  a s o c io -p s y c h o lo g ic a l s ta n d p o in t, one o f i ts  m o s t 
re v e a lin g  a spe c ts .
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A l l  o f th is ,  o f co u rs e , ju s t  evo lve d . The p la n n e rs  and
fo u n d e rs  o f the s e c re t c lu b  tha t w ou ld  e n la rg e  i t s e l f  in to  an " In v is ib le
E m p ire "  n e v e r d re a m e d  th a t w hat they w e re  do ing  w ould  have such
b ro a d  and la s t in g  ra m if ic a t io n s .  A s one w r i t e r  put i t :
No one w o u ld  have laughed m o re  d e r is iv e ly  than  the 
fo u n d e rs  th e m s e lv e s  had a so o th s a y e r p re d ic te d  th is  
c re a tio n  o f a few id le  even ings w o u ld  come to s y m ­
b o liz e  the S ou th 's  d e te rm in a tio n  to r e s is t  R a d ic a l 
R e c o n s tru c t io n , to keep u n ru ly  and la w le s s  N egroes  in  
l in e ,  and to  negate th ro u g h  t e r r o r  the S ou th 's  p o l i t ic a l 
d o m in a tio n  by the N o r th e rn  a d v e n tu re rs  and th e ir  w h ite  
and N e g ro  a l l ie s .
The g h o s tly  m odus, the fa n c ifu l re g a lia ,  the h ig h -s o u n d in g
id e a lo g y  and, f o r  tha t m a t te r ,  even the s im p lis t ic  t e r r o r  ta c t ic s ; none
o f th is  was fo re s e e n  by the s ix  young m en  o f P u la s k i,  T ennessee , who
c re a te d  the K u  K lu x  K la n . T h e re  has been d ispu te  and c o n tra d ic t io n
9
a bout p ra c t ic a l ly  e v e ry th in g  c o n c e rn in g  the K la n , but th e re  is  a lm o s t
^H odd ing  C a r te r ,  The A n g ry  S ca r (G a rden  C ity , 1959), 198.
^The  data  o f the fou n d in g , fo r  e xam p le , has been the su b je c t 
o f m uch  d iv e rs e  o p in io n . The fo u n d e rs  th e m s e lv e s  la te r  d if fe re d  on 
th is  m a t te r .  John C. L e s te r  p laced  the  date on M a y 1866 in  h is  fo r e ­
m e n tio n e d  book, L e s te r  and W ils o n , K u K lu x  K la n , Its  O r ig in , 
G ro w th , and D is b a n d m e n t, 53. D. L .  W ils o n , h is  c o -a u th o r , in  a 
se p a ra te  a r t ic le ,  puts the date in  June, 1866: "T h e  K u  K lu x  K la n ,
I ts  G ro w th  and D isb a n d m e n t, "  C e n tu ry  M a g a z in e , X X V II I,  No. 4 
(1884), 399. Jam es C row e , who was a lso  one o f the fo u n d e rs , 
re c a lle d  i t  as be ing in  the w in te r  o f 1865-66 ; le t te r  quo ted  in  S. E . F . 
R ose, The K u  K lu x  K la n  o r  In v is ib le  E m p ire  (New O rle a n s , 1914),
20. Susan L .  D a v is , a p p a re n tly  on in fo rm a t io n  f ro m  C row e  and 
Jam es B . K ennedy, a t h i r d  fo u n d e r, e s ta b lis h e d  the date p re c is e ly  
on D e c e m b e r 24, 1865, in  h e r  A u th e n tic  H is to r y , 6. The D e cem be r 
24, 1865, date is  the one in d ite d  on the m e m o r ia l p laque a t P u la s k i.
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u n iv e rs a l a g re e m e n t th a t a t its  in c e p tio n  i t  was n o th ing  m o re  than 
a lo c a l band o f fu n -s e e k e rs  "u n ite d  fo r  fu n  and m is c h ie f .  A t
the t im e  o f its  b ir th  th e re  was a p p a re n tly  a g re a t dea l o f m is c h ie f  
o c c u r r in g  in  P u la s k i th a t was so m e th in g  le ss  than  fun  fo r  c o n s e rv a ­
t iv e  p ro p e r ty  h o ld e rs .
G ile s  C ounty, in  s o u th -c e n tra l Tennessee , o f w h ich  P u la s k i 
was the coun ty  sea t, had been a p ro s p e ro u s  a g r ic u l tu ra l s e c tio n  w ith  
a la rg e  s la ve  p o p u la tio n  p r io r  to the w a r. Now th a t the w a r was o v e r , 
i t  s u ffe re d  the sam e p ro b le m s  o f a d ju s tm e n t th a t w e re  be ing  faced  in  
s im i la r  c o m m u n itie s  a c ro s s  the South. T h e re  was a c r i t i c a l  s h o r t ­
age o f m oney, a g re a t d ea l o f s o c ia l d is lo c a tio n  and v e ry  th o rn y  ra c ia l 
que s tion s  p lag u in g  the m ind s  o f the c it iz e n ry .  The s itu a t io n  was f u r ­
th e r  c o m p lic a te d  in  Tennessee  because o f the s tro n g  U n io n is t s e n t i­
m e n t th a t had been m a n ife s t th e re  in  re g a rd  to the w a r. Though G ile s  
County had not been p ro -U n io n  to the deg ree  o f the e a s te rn  c o un ties , 
th e re  was a c o n s id e ra b le  am oun t o f h a tre d  and s t r i f e  between n e ig h ­
b o rs  on th is  m a tte r  th a t c a r r ie d  o v e r in to  the  p o s tw a r y e a rs  and 
w h ic h  was now a g g ra v a te d  by the e ffo r ts  o f G o v e rn o r W i l l ia m  G.
O th e r h is to r ia n s  have g e n e ra l ly  tended to a ccep t th a t date as w e ll,  
excep t th a t A lle n  T re le a s e , in  the re c e n t W h ite  T e r r o r , 3, fe e ls  
th a t the June, 1866, founding  is  m o re  l ik e ly  as th e re  was an a n n i­
v e rs a ry  parade  h e ld  in  P u la s k i in  June 1867.
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(P a rso n ) B ro w n lo w  to e n tre n c h  h is  U n io n is t p a r ty . T h e re  a lso  
seem s to have been a d is c o n c e r t in g  s p i r i t  o f la w le s s n e s s  abroad  
in  the coun ty  w h ich  was a tte s te d  to a lm o s t w e e k ly  by the e d ito r  o f 
the P u la s k i C it iz e n  and s u pp o rted  by agents o f the F re e d m e n 's  
B u rea u .  ̂  ̂ P u b lic  d ru nke nn e ss , p e tty  th ie v e ry ,  and g e n e ra l d is ­
o rd e r  w e re  the o ffs p r in g  o f the in e r t ia  re s u lt in g  f ro m  too  m uch tim e  
and too l i t t le  m oney a t the beck o f the m o s t v ig o ro u s  age g ro u p , and 
i t  was in te n s if ie d  by the nove l r a c ia l s itu a t io n .
P u la s k i was not unique. S im ila r  c irc u m s ta n c e s  p re v a ile d  
in  co un tless  s o u th e rn  tow ns. T h ro ug ho u t the South jo u rn a lis ts  o f the 
tim e  bem oaned w hat seem ed to  them  to  be "th e  abandonm ent o f a l l  
m o r a l i t y  and sense o f hum an p r in c ip le s ,  ^ and th e re  was a s teady  
e d ito r ia l cho rus  la m e n tin g  the in e ffe c tiv e n e s s  o f lo c a l law  e n fo rc e ­
m e n t a ge nc ies . "W e te l l  you, "  sa id  a le t te r  to the A thens ^ la . _ /  
W e e k ly  P o s t , " th a t  when the a u th o r it ie s  cannot o r  w i l l  no t, i t  
becom es a s e r io u s  q u e s tio n  w hat steps the people  m a y take to p ro ­
te c t th e m se lve s  f ro m  the o u tra g es  a lm o s t d a ily  p e rp e tra te d  upon
^^ S e v e ra l re p o r ts  f ro m  Capt. G eorge  Judd, the lo c a l F re e d ­
m e n 's  B u rea u  agent, d u r in g  th is  p e r io d  v e r if y  the d is o rd e re d  s ta te  
o f a f fa ir s  in  P u la s k i,  though Ju dd 's  c o n c e rn  was m a in ly  w ith  o u t­
ra g es  c o m m itte d  a g a in s t b la cks . Tennessee  M o n th ly R e p o rts , 
S e lec ted  R e co rds  o f the Tennessee F ie ld  O ffic e  o f the B urea u  of 
R e fugees, F re e d m e n , and Abandoned L an ds , 1865-1872 (M ic ro ­
f i lm  cop ies in  Tennessee  State L ib r a r y  and A rc h iv e s ,  N a s h v ille , 
Tenn . ).
^^R om e /G a . /  C o u r ie r ,  Feb. 17, 1866.
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in g  the w a r, m any p ro v in c ia l so u th e rn  tow ns re tu rn e d  te m p o ra r i ly
to a m o re  e le m e n ta l, f r o n t ie r  stage. V io le n c e  had a lw a ys  been
c h a ra c te r is t ic  o f the South, though fo r  the p re v io u s  g e n e ra tio n  o r
so i t  had been som ew ha t re f in e d  and ca na lize d ; now fo r  a season i t
e ru p te d  in  a m o s t e x tra v a g a n t and d e m o c ra t ic  fa s h io n . P u la s k i,
Tennessee , was not un ique  in  th is ,  but w hat e vo lve d  th e re  was t r u ly  
14
e x c e p tio n a l.
Out o f sh ee r b o re d o m , fo r  f r a te rn a l re a son s , fo r  pu rpo ses  
o f e n te rta in m e n t — o r  pe rha ps  even w ith  m a lic e  a fo re th o u g h t — 
s ix  young C onfede ra te  ve te ra n s  o rg a n iz e d  th e m s e lv e s  as a c lu b  in  
P u la s k i d u r in g  those u neasy days. They w e re  John L e s te r ,  Jam es 
R. C row e , John B. K ennedy, C a lv in  Jones, R ic h a rd  B . Reed, and 
F ra n k  O. M c C o rd , a l l  re p u te d ly  w e ll educated  and f ro m  "good  
fa m il ie s .  '* A ltho u gh  th e re  has been som e q u e s tio n  about the nam e, 
too , the y  p ro v id e n t ia l ly  chose to c a ll th e ir  g ro up  the K u  K lu x  K la n .
^"^Not to  b e la b o r the p o in t o f the a p o lo g is ts ; m en c e r ta in ly  
have f r o m  t im e  to t im e  fo rm e d  e x tra le g a l,  s e c re t  s o c ie tie s  in  the 
face  o f s e e m in g ly  in s u p e ra b le  p o l i t ic a l  d if f ic u lt ie s ;  but no one e ve r 
pu t to g e th e r a g roup  w ith  the scope o r  im p a c t o f the K u  K lu x  K la n .
o r ig in s  o f the nam e see H o rn , In v is ib le  E m p ire , 7 -1 3 . A ltho u gh  
th e re  a re  o th e r in te re s t in g  p o s s ib i l i t ie s ,  consensus has i t  tha t 
"K u  K lu x  K la n "  was a b a s ta rd iz a t io n  o f the G re e k  w o rd  K u k lo s ,
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The nam e i t s e l f  had an a t t ra c t io n  and no doubt c o n tr ib u te d  to  the 
g ro w th  and p o p u la r ity  o f the o rd e r .  I t  came n ea r to being a g e n e r ic  
te rm  fo r  any s e c re t re s is ta n c e  o r  t e r r o r  g ro u p , hav in g , as John 
L e s te r  sa id , a " w e ird  p o te n c y " about i t .
The o r ig in a l p u rpo se  o f the c lu b  had p ro b a b ly  been fo r  
a m u sem e n t, but because o f the f r a te rn a l p o s tu re  the y  adopted, 
w h ic h  was q u ite  p o p u la r in  those  days, and the d e c is io n  to a do rn  
th e m s e lv e s  in  g h o s tly  m a s q u e ra d e , w h ich  they  supposed ly  found  to 
have a re m a rk a b le  e ffe c t on the fre e d m e n , the fle d g lin g  K u  K lu x e rs  
soon tu rn e d  to the m o re  s e r io u s  b us in e ss  o f v ig ila n t is m .  W ith  the 
in te n s ify in g  d if f ic u lt ie s  o f R e c o n s tru c tio n  the K la n  q u ic k ly  lo s t  its  
e n te r ta in in g  a sp e c ts , o v e rre a c h e d  the e n v iro n s  o f P u la s k i,  and 
even Tennessee , to becom e a d yna m ic  agency in  the w ho le  R econ ­
s tru c t io n  m i lie u .  I t  becam e an aw esom e fo rc e  fo r  good o r  e v il,  
depending upon one 's  p o in t o f v ie w . F o r  m a n y, such as B e n ja m in  H .
m e an ing  " c i r c le ,  "  w ith  the "K la n "  added fo r  a l l i te ra t io n .  T h is  does 
n o t seem  to  have becom e w e ll know n u n t i l  m any y e a rs  la te r  s in ce  a 
c o m p en d ium  o f " P o l i t ic a l  A m e r ic a n is m s , "  e d ite d  by C h a rle s  L . 
N o rto n  in  1885 e x p la in e d  q u ite  s e r io u s ly  th a t "T h e  S ou the rn  N e g ro e s , 
who liv e d  in  m o r ta l t e r r o r  o f the "K la n ,  "  b e lie v e d  the nam e was 
a s s o c ia te d  w ith  c e r ta in  a u d ib le , " c lu c k s , "  by m eans o f w h ich  s ig ­
n a ls  w e re  supposed to be in te rc h a n g e d  d u r in g  m id n ig h t ra id s . "  
M a g az in e  o f A m e r ic a n  H is to r y , X I I I  (Jan. -J u n e , 1885), 199.
M e rto n  C o u lte r  m ade the in te re s t in g  o b s e rv a tio n  th a t 
i f  th e re  had been a good E lk s  C lub  in  P u la s k i a t the tim e  th e re  p ro b ­
a b ly  w ou ld  n e v e r have been a K . K . K . ; in  W il l ia m  G. B ro w n lo w , 
F ig h tin g  P a rs o n  o f the S ou the rn  H ig h lan d s  (C hape l H i l l ,  1937), 353.
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H i l l  o f G eo rg ia , i t  was "a  c u rse  upon o u r la n d , a b lig h t  fo l lo w in g  
s la v e ry  and w a r and the g re a te s t b lu n d e r o u r people  e v e r 
c o m m itte d . ^ I t  was d e p re c a te d  by ra d ic a ls  and c o n s e rv a tiv e s  
a lik e . A  ty p ic a l ra d ic a l v ie w  can be found  in  the s ta te m e n t o f 
R o b e rt F lo u rn o y , who in  h is  own w o rd s  was "c o n s id e re d  to be 
m o s t e x tre m e  and ra d ic a l re p u b lic a n  in  the S ta te  o f M is s is s ip p i.  "  
He fe l t  tha t the K la n  had in s t itu te d  "a  co m p le te  re ig n  o f t e r r o r "  
in  c e r ta in  a re a s  o f h is  s ta te . M any c o n s e rv a tiv e s  re c o ile d  f ro m  
the la te r  t e r r o r is m  o f the o rd e r  and cam e to b e lie v e , as d id  the 
e d ito r  o f a s m a ll M is s is s ip p i jo u rn a l,  th a t the K la n  was no m o re  
than a m ob o f "m id n ig h t  b a n d it t i"  whose "o u tra g e s "  w e re  " fo u l 
u lc e rs  upon the a lre a d y  s ta ine d  re p u ta tio n  o f the South.
O p in ions  w e re , o f  co u rs e , as m a n y as peop le , and pub ­
lis h e d  v iew s w e re  not a lw a ys  the tru e  ones, bu t i t  is  l ik e ly  tha t 
m o s t w h ite  s o u th e rn e rs  w e re  s y m p a th e tic  w ith  the a im s  o f the 
o rd e r ,  w h e th e r s im p le  re g u la t io n  o r  p o l i t ic a l  c o n s p ira c y . W ith  few 
e xce p tio n s , and p a r t ic u la r ly  in  the e a r ly  s tages, m o s t o f th is  e le ­
m e n t b e lie v e d  w ith  one o f the c h a r te r  m e m b e rs , th a t the K la n 's
^ ^ K u  K lu x  R e p o rt , "G e o rg ia  T e s t im o n y ,"  773. 
^^ Ib id . , "M is s is s ip p i T e s t im o n y ,"  95. 
l^ M a c o n  /Miss.^/ B eacon , M a y  14, 1869.
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"a c ts  w e re  a lw a ys  fo r  the good o f o u r c o u n try , o r  as d id  the 
N a s h v ille  B a n n e r, w h ic h  o b se rve d  tha t the K u  K lu x  had "m u ch  
m o re  to ju s t i f y  its  a c tio n  than the  ra d ic a l o lig a rc h y  (w h ich  is  
m a in ly  re s p o n s ib le  fo r  i t ) .  The ro m a n tic s  and poets w ou ld ,
o f co u rs e , have th e ir  day la te r  and the o rd e r  w o u ld  be me tam o r -  
p ha s ize d  in to  an o rg a n iz a tio n  "b o rn  o f n ece ss itou s  t im e s , o f pure  
and p a t r io t ic  im p u ls e s , and to re lie v e  a d ire  and h u m ilia t in g  d is ­
t re s s .  "  To them  the K la n  was "th e  s a lv a t io n  o f the South.
B u t none o f th is  was in  the e a r ly  though ts o f the s ix  
fo u n d e rs . A t  th e ir  f i r s t  m e e tin g  a sem b lance  o f o rg a n iz a tio n  was 
e s ta b lis h e d  w ith  the e le c t io n  o f a c h a irm a n  and s e c re ta ry ,  and the 
a p p o in tm e n t o f two c o m m itte e s , one to s e le c t a nam e and the o th e r 
to p re p a re  b y - la w s  and a r i tu a l  fo r  the in it ia t io n  o f new m e m b e rs . 
A t  a subsequent g a th e r in g  the nam e was se lec te d  and f ro m  th a t 
t im e  e v e ry th in g  was m ade to c o n fo rm  to the w e ird n e s s  o f tha t nam e. 
The o ff ic e s  th a t w e re  e s ta b lis h e d  w e re  those o f p re s id e n t, to be 
c a lle d  G ra nd  C yc lo p s ; v ic e -p re s id e n t,  o r  G ra nd  M a g i; m a rs h a l,  o r  
G ra nd  T u rk ;  t r e a s u re r ,  c a lle d  G ra nd  E xche q ue r; and two
20 John B . K ennedy, quo ted  in  Rose, K u  K lu x  K la n , 23.
21
t io n  in  T e nnessee , 1860-1869 (C hape l H i l l ,  1934), 188. 
22
R e p o rte d  in  Jam es W . P a tto n , U n io n is m  and R e c o n s tru c - 
R ose, K u  K lu x  K la n , 77.
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s e rg e a n ts -a t-a rm s , o r  L ic to r s ,  who w e re  to s e rv e  as in n e r  and 
o u te r gua rd s  fo r  the m e e tin g  p lace , w h ich  i t  was dec ided  w ould  
h e n c e fo rth  be c a lle d  the Den. Rank and f i le  m e m b e rs  w e re  to be 
know n as G hou ls , a lthough  a t f i r s t  i t  w o u ld  seem  th a t a l l  o f the s ix  
w e re  ab le  to en joy  one o f the t i t le d  p o s i t i o n s . W i t h  o n ly  m in o r  
changes and a d d itio n s  th is  w ou ld  be the h ie ra r c h y  fo r  in d iv id u a l 
"dens "  th ro u g h o u t the e n t ire  e x is te n c e  o f the  K la n .
The r i tu a l  and o rd e r  o f in it ia t io n  w h ich  was adopted has 
been re p o r te d  upon m any t im e s . I t  was ra th e r  lu d ic ro u s ,  in v o lv e d  
som e h az ing  o f ca nd id a te s , and s e rv e d  b a s ic a lly  as a fo rm  o f a m u se ­
m e n t fo r  the m e m b e rs h ip . A t  th is  stage the  one im p o r ta n t  o b lig a ­
t io n  o r  p ro m is e  was th a t o f s e c re c y . E v e ry th in g  about the K la n , 
in c lu d in g  the nam es o f m e m b e rs , was to be h e ld  s u b - ro s a . A s 
w ith  the M a s o n ic  O rd e r , w h ich  o b v io u s ly  was the in s p ira t io n  fo r  
m uch  o f th is ,  the a c tiv e  p ro s e ly t iz in g  o f new m e m b e rs  was fo r b id ­
den. T h is  re g a rd  fo r  s e c re c y  was one o f the few  s tan d a rds  about 
w h ich  th e re  was any co ns ta ncy  in  la te r  K la n  days . A lth o u g h  m any 
o ld  G ho u ls , who liv e d  to see the s e c re t o rd e r  g lo r i f ie d  in  p o s t-  
R e c o n s tru c t io n  y e a rs , h a p p ily  re c a lle d  th e ir  p a r t ic ip a t io n ,  m o s t
^ ^ L e s te r  and W ils o n , The K u  K lu x  K la n , Its  O r ig in ,
G ro w th , and D isb a nd m e n t (F le m in g  e d it io n ; New Y o rk , 1906), 19-22 ; 
H o rn , In v is ib le  E m p ire , 10; D a v is , A u th e n tic  H is to r y , 10; P a tto n , 
U n io n is m  and R e c o n s tru c t io n  in  Tennessee , 172-17  3.
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c a r r ie d  th e ir  s e c re ts  w e ll  d u r in g  the y e a rs  o f o p e ra tio n . Q u ite  
l ik e ly  th is  re t ic e n c e  was due as m uch to d is c re t io n  as h o n o r a fte r  
i t  becam e a c r im in a l  o ffe nse  to be connected  w ith  such s e c re t and 
d is g u is e d  g ro u p s .
The n ex t s tep  fo r  the P u la s k i m e rr y m a k e rs  was the don­
n ing  o f c o s tu m e s . M a sq ue ra de  seem ed a l ik e ly  fe a tu re  fo r  such 
an im p ro b a b le  c lu b  and a p p ro p r ia te  d is g u is e s  w e re  h a s t i ly  g a th ered .
A t  f i r s t  the re g a lia  was s im p le , c o n s is tin g  o f m asks  and ro b es  put 
to g e th e r f r o m  bed lin e n . T hey  s h o r t ly  adopted  the h igh  c o n ic a l hat 
as a b a s ic  p a r t  o f the g e t-u p . D e sp ite  the fa c t  th a t w h ite  co s tu m e s , 
w ith  a l l  the co nn ota tion s  in v o lv e d , have been a p a r t  o f the K la n  s te re o ­
type , th e re  does no t seem  to  have been any u n iv e rs a l i ty  in  th is ,  a t 
le a s t  w ith  the o ld  K la n . A s the o rd e r  expanded in  s ize  and p u rp o se , 
ho w e v e r, the g ea r d id  becom e m o re  s o p h is tic a te d . The in te n t o f the 
cos tum e  w as, n e v e r th e le s s , a lw a ys  the sam e: co n ce a lm e n t o f the
id e n t ity  and m a in ten an ce  o f the g h o s tly  the m e . W h e th e r i t  was a 
s im p le  d is g u is e  o f the p o o re r  dens, as the one in  M is s is s ip p i w h ich , 
w ith  b lacke n ed  face s , used o rd in a ry  c lo th in g  w ith  u n ifo rm  re d  hats 
and b e l t s , o r  an e la b o ra te  w a rd ro b e , such  as the w e l l- ta i lo re d ,  
m y s t ic a l a p p e a rin g  gowns and re d -g a rn is h e d , th re e -h o rn e d  hoods o f
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
a lw a ys  se rve d . O n ly  r a r e ly  w e re  the K la n sm e n  re c o g n iz e d  and 
then u s u a lly  by vo ic e . E ven  m o re  ra r e ly  d id  a v is ita t io n  by a w e ll-  
c a p a ris o n e d  g ro up  o f G hou ls f a i l  to p roduce  fe a r .  A s noted, the 
fe a r  m a y have been p ro d u ce d  p a r t ly  f ro m  the s p e c tra l im ag e  at 
f i r s t ,  but la te r  the g ro te sq ue  c lo th in g  was p ro b a b ly  m uch le ss  s ig ­
n if ic a n t  than the p is to ls ,  ropes and b la c k -g u m  s w itc h e s . F o r  in  
s h o r t  o rd e r  the K u  K lu x  K la n  g ra du a te d  f ro m  fun  and f r o l ic  to  m o re  
p ra c t ic a l a c t iv it ie s .
F o r  some m on ths  the g roup  does not seem  to have engaged 
in  a ny th ing  m o re  s e r io u s  than n ig h tt im e  p a ra d in g s  and p ra c t ic a l 
jo k e s . T h e re  is  no m e n tio n  o f the K la n  in  the lo c a l p a p e r, the P u la s k i 
C it iz e n , d u r in g  these f i r s t  m onths even though F ra n k  M c C o rd , the 
e d ito r ,  was one o f the fo u n d e rs . I t  was p ro b a b ly  d u r in g  th is  t im e  
th a t the K u  K lu x  K la n  was being  t ra n s fo rm e d  in to  a p u rp o s e fu l o rg a n i­
z a tio n  o f le g a l and s o c ia l re g u la t io n  w ith  the s u b v e rt in g  o f N egro  
independence  o r  "u p p it in e s s "  as a p r im e  co n ce rn , though ju s t  why 
and how th is  o c c u r re d  can o n ly  be c o n je c tu re d . G ive n  the s itu a t io n , 
i t  was no doubt a n a tu ra l deve lo pm en t fo r  a g roup  o f young m en  who 
a c c id e n tly  d is c o v e re d  som e s tre n g th  and s ta tus in  n um be rs  and
F le m in g , D o c u m e n ta ry  H is to ry ,  I I ,  364.
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s e c re c y . T hey  a lso  had the re c o lle c t io n  and e x p e rie n c e  o f the a n te ­
b e llu m  s la ve  p a t ro l upon w h ich  to b u ild .
I t  was a lso  d u r in g  th is  t im e  — 1866-67 — th a t the in i t ia l  
expa ns ion  o f the K la n  began. E v id en ce  o f a t le a s t some success a t 
w h a te v e r i t  was tha t the y  w e re  doing is  m a n ife s t in  the fa c t tha t men 
fro m  S u rro un d ing  a re a s  a p p a re n tly  asked  fo r  and re c e iv e d  p e rm is ­
s io n  to f o r m  s im i la r  g ro up s . In  any even t, o rg a n iz a tio n s  o f s im i la r  
des ig n  soon a ro s e  in  a d jo in in g  c o m m u n itie s . F ro m  the b eg inn ing  
th e re  was o n ly  a sem b lance  o f c o n tro l f r o m  the m o th e r den a t P u la s k i 
and f r o m  the f i r s t  m o m e n t o f expans ion  th is  was a n o tice ab le  w e ak ­
ness o f the s e c re t s o c ie ty . Some o f the fou n de rs  a p p a re n tly  began to 
have second thoughts about th e ir  c re a tio n  as the y  lo s t  c o n tro l o f 
re c ru it in g  and o p e ra t io n s , but even i f  they had wanted  to abandon 
the id ea  (w h ich  is  not l ik e ly ) ,  i t  is  not c e r ta in  the y  cou ld  have sup ­
p re s s e d  the m o ve m en t a t th is  p o in t. L ea d ing  c o n s e rv a tiv e s  in  cen­
t r a l  Tennessee  c e r ta in ly  had becom e aw are  o f the p o s s ib il i t ie s  
o ffe re d  by the K la n  fo r  th e ir  s tru g g le  a g a in s t the U n io n is t fo rc e s  o f 
G o v e rn o r B ro w n lo w , so the K la n  concep t o u tg re w  its  lo c a l e n v iro n s
^^ L im e s to n e  C ounty, A la b a m a , contiguous to G ile s  County, 
seem s to have spawned one o f the e a r l ie s t  co lo n ie s . See D a v is , 
A u th e n tic  H is to r y , 3 5 -37 , and s u p p o rtin g  te s t im o n y  in  K u K lu x  
R e p o r t , "A la b a m a  T e s tim o n y , 660.
^ ^ L e s te r  and W ils o n , K u K lu x  K la n , 83.
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and p ro v in c ia l le a d e rs h ip , abandoned the f ro lic s o m e  facade and 
was adapted to the  la r g e r  needs o f so u th e rn  w h ite  c o n s e rv a tis m . 
The m eans by w h ich  th is  o c c u r re d  was the c a llin g  o f a 
c o nve n tio n  o f de legates f ro m  a l l  know n K la n  dens to m e e t in  
N a s h v ille  in  e a r ly  1867 fo r  the p u rpose  o f re o rg a n iz in g  and expand­
in g  the s e c re t s o c ie ty . A s  w ith  a l l  o th e r fe a tu re s  o f the K la n , th is  
even t is  sh ro ud ed  in  m y s te ry  and d is p u te s . I t  was n a tu ra lly  not 
re p o r te d  upon a t the t im e  but i t  is  now u n iv e rs a l ly  accep ted  tha t 
such a g a th e r in g  d id  o c c u r  and th a t a p lan  o f o rg a n iz a tio n  was 
w o rk e d  out f o r  the new and la rg e r  K la n , to be c a lle d  The In v is ib le  
E m p ire .  Susan L .  D a v is , in  h e r e x tra v a g a n t h is to r y  o f the o rd e r ,  
re c a lle d  the im a g in a tiv e  t ra d i t io n  th a t the le a d e rs h ip  o f the 
expanded K la n  was o ffe re d  to R o b e rt E . L ee . A s  she q u ite  
e x p lic it ly  to ld  i t ,  the G e n e ra l re sponded  to the o f fe r  w ith : " I
w o u ld  l ik e  to  a s s is t  you in  any p lan  th a t o ffe rs  r e l ie f .  I  cannot 
be w ith  you in  p e rso n  bu t I  w i l l  fo l lo w  but m u s t be in v is ib le ;  and 
m y  a dv ice  is  to keep i t  as you have i t ,  a p ro te c t iv e  o rg a n iz a tio n . "  
T h us , as M is s  D a v is  e xp la in e d  i t ,  the re v e re d  Lee  was a lw ays 
a t le a s t the "g u id in g  s p i r i t "  o f the " in v is ib le "  o rd e r .  T h is  b it  
o f a po c ryp ha  has been re p ea ted  o fte n  a lthough  none o f L e e 's  
b io g ra p h e rs  has seen f i t  to g ive  c redence  to i t .  N o r  has th e re
° A u th e n tic  H is to r y , 81.
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been any s u b s ta n tia tio n  to a second p a r t ic u la r  o f the s to ry  w h ich  
has Lee  suggesting  Nathan B e d fo rd  F o r re s t  fo r  the jo b .
F o r re s t 's  e a r ly  co nn ectio n  w ith  the K la n  is  som ew hat 
o b s c u re , and th e re  a re  s e v e ra l d if fe re n t  a ccounts o f h is  in it ia t io n  
in to  the o rd e r  and s e le c t io n  as G rand  W iz a rd  o r  c h ie f e xecu tive  
o f f ic e r .  In  a l l  o f these s to r ie s  a m a jo r  ro le  is  p laye d  by John W. 
M o rto n , F o r re s t 's  fo r m e r  a r t i l le r y  c h ie f, who was then a N a s h v ille  
re s id e n t and re p o r te d ly  a c tiv e  in  lo c a l K la n  a f fa ir s .  F o r re s t 's  
nam e was no doubt b ro u g h t up a t the N a s h v ille  g a th e r in g  as the 
l ik e ly  cho ice  fo r  the n ew ly  c re a te d  o ffic e  and though he a p p a re n tly  
was not p re s e n t he soon a ccep ted  the pos t and was s w o rn  in . A  
m o re  p e r fe c t  s e le c t io n  co u ld  not have been m ade. F o r re s t 's  
e xpe d ien t and e ffe c t iv e  b ra nd  o f le a d e rs h ip  had been a m p ly  
d e m o n s tra te d  d u r in g  the w a r and th e re  was p ro b a b ly  some p re s u m p ­
t io n  th a t he w o u ld  b r in g  the sam e success to  th is  stage o f the f ig h t .  
H is  bus iness  a c t iv it ie s  ( r a i l ro a d  p ro m o tio n ) , a ls o  p ro v id e d  a p e r ­
fe c t  o p p o r tu n ity  fo r  K la n  o rg a n iz in g . A ltho u gh  he n e v e r p u b lic ly
^ ^ Ib id . ; H o rn , In v is ib le  E m p ire , 313; A n d re w  L y t le ,  
B e d fo rd  F o r re s t  and H is  C r i t te r  Com pany (re v . ed. , New Y o rk , 
1960), 3831
^ ^ H o rn , In v is ib le  E m p ire , 313 -316 ; T re le a s e , W h ite  
T e r r o r , 20; Thom as D ix o n , "T h e  S to ry  o f the K u  K lu x  K la n , "  
M e tro p o lita n  M a g a z in e , X X l l  (Sept. , 1905), 657 -6 9 ; John M o rto n , 
The A r t i l l e r y  o f Nathan B e d fo rd  F o r re s t 's  C a v a lry  (N a s h v ille ,
T 9Ô9). 343-45.
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a d m itte d  i t  — fo r  tha t m a tte r ,  c o n s is te n tly  den ied  i t^ ^  — th e re  has 
been no s e r io u s  q u e s tio n  as to F o r re s t 's  p lace  in  the K la n  h ie r ­
a rc h y . H is  e xecu tive  a u th o r ity  was q u ite  l im ite d ,  as the In v is ib le  
E m p ire  was n e ve r m o re  than  a loose  co n fe d e ra tio n  in  w h ich  lo c a l 
a u to no m y was sa c re d , bu t F o r re s t  c o n tr ib u te d  m uch  to the s o c ie ty . 
A s  an a c tiv e  agent, but m o re  as a s ym b o l and in s p ira t io n ,  he was 
o f g re a t s e rv ic e  to the K la n , and one can e a s ily  im a g in e  tha t m any a 
y o u th fu l n ig h t r id e r ,  o r  supe rannuated  ghoul, p ic tu re d  h im s e lf  as 
one o f F o r r e s t 's  own " c r i t t e r s "  w h ile  c a n te r in g  about on K la n  
bus in e ss .
The p r im a ry  o b je c t iv e  o f the N a s h v ille  co nc la ve  was not, 
h o w e v e r, the s e le c t io n  o f a le a d e r, though tha t was c e r ta in ly  a 
c r i t i c a l  sequel. O b v io u s ly  the d e c is io n  had a lre a d y  been m ade to 
fo r m  a c o a li t io n  o f lo c a l dens, and the g a th e r in g  was fo r  the p urpo se  
o f w o rk in g  o u t d e ta ils .  W h e th e r the in it ia t iv e  was s t i l l  w ith  the 
P u la s k i m o th e r den is  unknow n, but i t  is  q u ite  l ik e ly  tha t by now
c o m m itte e  w h ich  in v e s tig a te d  the K la n , F o r re s t ,  in  the sea o f 
b e w ild e r in g  and in c o n s is te n t te s t im o n y  he le f t ,  n e v e r a d m itte d  
m o re  than  a c u rs o ry  know ledge  o f the K la n . K u  K lu x  R e p o rt, 
"M is c e lla n e o u s  and F lo r id a  T e s tim o n y , "  6 -35 . T h e re  is  a popu ­
la r  s to ry  th a t F o r re s t ,  upon le a v in g  the c o m m itte e  ch a m b e rs , 
to ld  a f r ie n d  tha t he had " l ie d  lik e  a gen tlem an . "  H o rn , In v is ib le  
E m p ire , 316. T h a t he p e r ju re d  h im s e lf  is  c le a r ,  but, as m any 
K la n s m e n  w ou ld  do in  s im i la r  c irc u m s ta n c e s , he no doubt was ab le  
to ra t io n a liz e  such p e r v e rs i ty  on the b as is  o f a s u p e r io r  oath  to the 
K la n .
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events had p ro g re s s e d  beyond the ausp ices  o f the s ix  fou n de rs . 
C o n s e rv a tiv e  Tennessee  le a d e rs , lo cke d  in  a t ita n ic  s tru g g le  w ith  
the B ro w n lo w  re g im e , had no doubt been a p p ris e d  o f the successes 
o f the K la n  in  fr ig h te n in g  and c o e rc in g  b lacks  on a lo c a l le v e l,  and 
as p ro s p e c tiv e  b la c k  v o te rs  w e re  now being c o u r te d  by the U n io n ­
is ts ,  i t  is  not u n l ik e ly  th a t those le a d e rs  saw g re a t p o s s ib il i t ie s  
fo r  the K u  K lu x  and m oved  to in c o rp o ra te  i t  in to  th e ir  p lans ,
Tw o c o n s e rv a tiv e  le a d e rs  who have been a c c o rd e d  such a ro le  w e re  
a c tu a lly  P u la s k i re s id e n ts  and e a r ly  K la n  in it ia te s .  T h ey  w e re  
G e n e ra ls  G eo rge  W . G ordo n  and John C. B ro w n ; both  w e re  p r o m i­
nen t in  Tennessee  p o l i t ic a l  a f fa ir s  f o r  som e y e a rs  a fte r  the w a r. 
B ro w n  re a c h in g  a l l  the way to the g o v e rn o rs h ip  in  1870. G ordo n , 
who en joyed  the re p u ta tio n  o f hav ing  been the youngest b r ig a d ie r  in  
the C o n fe de ra te  a rm y , seem s to  have d e m o n s tra te d  h is  le a d e rs h ip  
a ga in  and p la ye d  a v e ry  a c tiv e  and c ru c ia l p a r t  in  the bus iness  tha t 
S ta n le y  H o rn  c a lle d  "p ro p a g a tio n  o f the o rd e r .  "
^ ^ F o r  tw o  e x c e lle n t a ccounts o f the Tennessee  s itu a t io n  a t 
th is  t im e  see Thom as B . A le x a n d e r, P o l i t ic a l  R e c o n s tru c t io n  in  
Tennessee  (N a s h v ille , 1950), p a s s im . ; and the e a r l ie r  c ite d  P a tto n , 
U n io n is m  and R e c o n s tru c t io n  in  Te nn e ssee , p a s s im .
^^G ordo n  e s p e c ia lly  was a c tiv e  in  K la n  bus iness  as an 
o rg a n iz e r  and o f f ic ia l.  B oth  he and B ro w n  a re  re p o r te d  as hav ing  
been c h ie f e xecu tive  (G ra n d  D ra g o n ), o f the Tennessee  K la n . D a v is , 
A u th e n tic  H is to r y , 21; H o rn , In v is ib le  E m p ire , 113, 215-216 ; 
T re le a s e , W h ite  T e r r o r ,  13.
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W hen the m e e tin g  convened in  s e c re c y  in  N a s h v ille , G ordon  
m e t the d e lega tes  w ith  an a lre a d y  p re p a re d  c o n s titu tio n , o r 
P re s c r ip t ,  f o r  the p ro po sed  In v is ib le  E m p ire . I t  is  not know n how 
b ro a d  a g e o g ra p h ic a l re p re s e n ta t io n  was th e re  but i t  was c e r ta in ly  
not la rg e .  N o r is  i t  l ik e ly  th a t m o re  than a h an d fu l o f d if fe re n t  dens 
p a r t ic ip a te d  in  the a f fa ir .  The K la n , by tha t t im e  (the s p rin g  o f 
1867), p ro b a b ly  d id  not extend  beyond c e n tra l Tennessee  and n o r th e rn  
A la b a m a , a lthough  th e re  is  som e ev idence  tha t th e re  was a s c a t te r ­
in g  o f dens in  M is s is s ip p i and G e o rg ia  by then . G ordon  had done 
h is  w o rk  w e ll,  and, a c c o rd in g  to t ra d i t io n ,  the w o rk  o f the co nve n tio n  
p ro cee de d  s m o o th ly . One w o u ld  su spe c t th a t th e re  was a sense o f 
u rg e n c y  m in g le d  w ith  a nx ious  d e te rm in a tio n  among the N a s h v ille  
d e le g a te s , fo r  the f i r s t  two M i l i t a r y  R e c o n s tru c t io n  A c ts  had been 
passed  o n ly  weeks b e fo re . Tennessee  was not p la c e d  u n d e r m i l i t a r y  
c o n tro l bu t th e re  w as, n e v e rth e le s s , an a tm o s p h e re  o f d e p re s s io n  
and fo re b o d in g  s e tt lin g  upon the e n tire  South. I t  was as i f  the 
A m e r ic a n  U n ion  was as dead as the "C o n s t itu t io n  w h ich  was the l i fe
so u th e rn  w h ite s  who had sw a llo w e d  h a rd  to abide the p re s id e n tia l
^ '^ B e ll, "T h e  K u  K lu x  K la n  in  M is s is s ip p i,  1 8 6 6 -1 8 7 2 ,"
34 -36 .
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plans  o f R e c o n s tru c t io n  now w o nd e re d  how they co u ld  contend w ith  
the new s itu a t io n . "T h e  people  o f the South, i f  w is e  and p ru d e n t, 
can liv e  fo r  a t im e  u nd e r such dam nable  ty ra n n y  as th is , "  
bem oaned the e d ito r  o f the L o u is v i l le  J o u rn a l, "b u t i f  they
consen t, they d e se rve  i t .  The N a s h v ille  co n fe re es  e v id e n tly
p lanned  to d ev ise  a m eans o f some co n te n tio n .
The c o n s titu tio n , o r  P re s c r ip t  as i t  was c a lle d , tha t was 
adopted  and la te r  re v is e d  ^ se t fo r th  a p la n  o f o rg a n iz a tio n  w h ich  
fo llo w e d  the u sua l c o rp o ra te  s tru c tu re  and w h ic h , a p a r t f ro m  its  
w e ird  te rm in o lo g y  and s e c re tiv e  a i r ,  co u ld  s e rv e  as a c o n s titu tio n  
fo r  any fe d e ra te d  o rg a n iz a tio n . On the lo w e r le v e l the dens w e re  to  
re m a in  as o r ig in a l ly  co nce ive d  by the P u la s k i den, but w ith  the 
a d d itio n  o f som e new t i t le d  p o s it io n s . B u t now , above the dens, 
th e re  was a to w e r in g  im p e r ia l  n e tw o rk  w h ich  in c lu d e d  a c o u n ty - le v e l
"R e v is e d  and A m ended  P r e s c r ip t "  a ppea red  so m e tim e  
in  1868 and can be found  in  F le m in g , D ocum en ts  R e la tin g  to R econ - 
s tru c t io n .  The m a jo r  d if fe re n c e s  between th is  and the o r ig in a l p re ­
s c r ip t  a re  th a t i t  co n ta ins  a g e n e ra l s ta te m e n t o f p r in c ip le s  o f the 
o rd e r  and s e v e ra l fe a tu re s  w h ich  seem  to  be an a tte m p t to c e n t ra l­
iz e  a u th o r ity  m o re ; i .  e. , the G ra nd  W iz a rd 's  p o w e rs  w e re  made 
a b s o lu te , m o s t o f f ic ia l  p o s it io n s , f o r m e r ly  e le c t iv e ,  w e re  made 
a p p o in tiv e , and s p e c if ic a t io n s  f o r  the " J u d ic ia r y "  o f the E m p ire  
w e re  m uch m o re  e la b o ra te  and d e ta ile d . I t  m a y  w e ll be tha t th is  
was an a tte m p t to c o r re c t  the m o s t obv ious  w eakness in  the w hole  
s t ru c tu re ,  la c k  o f c o n tro l,  o r  i t  m a y be, as A lle n  T re le a s e  says, 
a s im p le  m ove  to p ro v id e  the now expanded o rd e r  w ith  a g ra n d e r 
d ocum ent. W h ite  T e r r o r ,  16.
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P ro v in c e  {com m anded  by a G ra n d  G ia n t and fo u r  G o b lin s ), a con ­
g re s s io n a l d is t r ic t - w id e  D o m in io n  (w ith  a G ra nd  T ita n  and s ix  
F u r ie s ) ,  and a s ta te -w id e  R e a lm  ( th e o re t ic a l ly  c o n tro lle d  by a 
G ra nd  D rag on  and e ig h t H y d ra s ). A t  the Im p e r ia l p la te a u , w h ich  
su pp ose d ly  e m b race d  a l l  o f the e x -C o n fe d e ra te  s ta te s , p lus 
M is s o u r i,  K e n tu c k y  and M a ry la n d , each one now den om in a te d  a 
R e a lm  o f the In v is ib le  E m p ire ,  s tood  the G ra nd  W iz a rd  and e ig h t 
G e n ii. In  a d d it io n  to these  c h ie f e x e c u tiv e  o ff ic e rs  and th e ir  s ta ffs  
th e re  w e re  n um ero u s  o th e r  su b o rd in a te  and a d m in is tr a t iv e  o f f ic e rs ,  
a l l ,  o f co u rs e , w ith  "g ra n d "  t i t le s .  The ch a in  o f com m and  was 
c le a r  and d ir e c t  and d u tie s  and re s p o n s ib il it ie s  a t the v a r io u s  le v e ls  
w e re  f a i r l y  e x p lic it .  I t  was a w e ll- th o u g h t-o u t  s u p e rs tru c tu re  and 
i f  i t  had been fu l ly  im p le m e n te d  i t  cou ld  have p ro v id e d  the f r a m e ­
w o rk  fo r  a w e ll- c o n t ro l le d ,  w e ll- c o o rd in a te d ,  and fu n c t io n a l agency 
fo r  the fo rc e s  o f w h ite  c o n s e rv a tis m . The t ro u b le  was th a t i t  was 
not f u l ly  im p le m e n te d  and, even in  those re a lm s  w h ere  the o rg a n i­
z a tio n  was f a i r l y  co m p le te , th e re  was l i t t le  c o n tro l and c o o rd in a ­
tio n  f r o m  top to  b o tto m . A lth o u g h  the o ff ic e rs  a t a l l  le v e ls  
th e o re t ic a l ly  w e re  posse ssed  o f som e c o e rc iv e  p o w e r, i t  was a c tu a lly  
o n ly  a t the  den le v e l th a t such p ow e r was a p p lie d  and then n e v e r p e r ­
fe c t ly .  C o nse q ue n tly , th e re  was a la rg e  deg ree  o f "d o in g  one 's  own 
th in g "  w ith in  the dens and p ro v in c e s  w h ich  o fte n  w o rk e d  a t c o u n te r­
p u rpo ses  to  o v e ra l l  s t ra te g y  fo r  the E m p ire .  A nd  when o rd e rs  w ent
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m ands, response  to those  o rd e rs  was a lw ays  s c a tte re d  and im p e r ­
fe c t  depending on lo c a l d e s ire s  o r  re q u ire m e n ts .
N e v e rth e le s s , a la rg e  n um be r o f people  re c e iv e d  h ig h - 
sounding  t i t le s  f ro m  th is  p re s c r ip t .  F ro m  G rand  W iz a rd  down to 
G ra nd  C yc lops  a g g re s s iv e  and v ig o ro u s  m en seem  to have been 
e le c te d  o r  app o in te d  to these p o s it io n s , and the a d m in is tr a t iv e  
s h o r tc o m in g s  o f the  o rd e r  g e n e ra l ly  w e re  m o re  the fa u lt  o f the s y s ­
te m  and p o o r c o m m u n ic a tio n  than  any o f th e ir s .  P ro b a b ly  the 
g re a te s t tro u b le  was the v e ry  unevenness o f the R e c o n s tru c t io n  
s itu a t io n . No two a re as  had e x a c tly  the same p ro b le m s  a t the sam e 
t im e . T h us , o rd e rs  a p p ly in g  to  a ra d ic a l o r  b la c k - m a jo r it y  p ro v ­
in ce  o r  d o m in io n  w o u ld  have l i t t le  m e an ing  fo r  a c o n s e rv a t iv e ly -  
d om ina ted  a re a . E m p ire  o r  R e a lm -w id e  p o lic y  s ta te m e n ts  o r 
g e n e ra l o rd e rs  w e re  th e re fo re  touchy  and c o n t ro v e rs ia l c h a tte rs .
The p re s c r ip t  a ls o  p re s c r ib e d  an oath to be a d m in is te re d  
to in it ia te s  and a r e g is te r  o f code w o rd s . The oa th , o f co u rs e , put 
h eavy em phas is  on s e c re c y , and a new m e m b e r had to sw e ar n e ve r 
to b e tra y  the s e c re ts  o f the o rd e r  and it s  m e m b e rs h ip  o r  face  the 
"e x tre m e  p e n a lty  o f the la w . "  T h e re  a re  m any s to r ie s .
38Such o rd e rs  w e re  o b v io u s ly  sen t on o c c a s io n  though o n ly  
a few  a re  e x ta n t, m o s t ly  f ro m  the Tennessee  R e a lm .
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undocum en ted  n a tu ra lly ,  o f K la n  p un ish m e n t o f t r a i to r s  and s p ie s , 
and the oath does seem  to have been taken q u ite  s e r io u s ly .  The 
code re g is te r  co n ta ined  the whole  le x ic o n  o f o m inous  and f r ig h t fu l  
w o rd s  and phrase s  th a t w e re  to appea r in  the fam ous K la n  n o tic e s . 
Decoded by the use o f the re g is te r ,  these c ry p t ic  n o tic e s , fo r  a l l  
th e ir  sa ta n ic  and th re a te n in g  te n o r, w e re  m o s t ly  s im p le  m e e ting  
announcem ents.
The "R e v is e d  and A m ended  P r e s c r ip t "  o f 1868 had the s ig ­
n if ic a n t  a d d itio n  o f a s e r ie s  o f r e s t r ic t iv e  que s tion s  to be asked  o f 
a l l  p ro s p e c tiv e  m e m b e rs . T h is  c a te c h is m , to g e th e r w ith  an added 
s ta te m e n t o f p r in c ip le s ,  m akes e x p lic it  m uch about the K la n  tha t 
m o s t e veryone  p ro b a b ly  w ou ld  suspec t a nyw ay. To becom e a m e m ­
b e r o f (as the P re s c r ip t  denoted), one had to d isavo w  the
p o lic y  and p r in c ip le s  o f the R e pu b lica n  P a r ty ,  the L o y a l League and 
the G. A . R . , as w e ll  as the concept o f b la c k  s o c ia l and p o li t ic a l 
e q u a lity . A lth o u g h  the d e c la ra t io n  on the "C h a ra c te r  and O b jec ts  o f 
the O rd e r "  m ade the  s o c ie ty  out to  be la rg e ly  c o nce rn ed  w ith  
" c h iv a lr y ,  h u m a n ity , and m e rc y  and p a t r io t is m ,  "  i t  is  c le a r  f r o m  
the q u e s tio n -a n d -a n s w e r se c tio n  th a t the new and expanded K la n  was 
n e v e r the a p o li t ic a l g ro up  th a t som e a p o lo g is ts  w o u ld  c la im  i t  to be.
P ro v id e d  w ith  an im p re s s iv e  s u p e rs tru c tu re ,  im p re s s iv e  
le a d e rs h ip  and nob le  rh e to r ic ,  the K u  K lu x  K la n  now e n te re d  its  
m o s t a c tiv e  phase. O v e r the n e x t few  y e a rs , h o w e v e r, the
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s u p e rs tru c tu re  w o u ld  p ro ve  to be ra m s h a c k le , the le a d e rs h ip  
uns ta b le  and the  rh e to r ic  q u ix o t ic . The o rg a n iz a tio n  w h ich  was 
ded ica te d , q u ite  s e r io u s ly ,  to the defense o f the C o n s titu t io n  and 
" a l l  c o n s titu tio n a l la w s "  and the p ro te c t io n  o f the w eak, in n o ce n t 
and d e fe nse le ss  w o u ld  d ire c t  i t s e l f  s lo w ly  but s u re ly  in to  a b ru ta l 
re ig n  o f t e r r o r  a ga in s t the m o re  d e te rm in e d  ra d ic a ls ,  w h ite  and 
b la c k . W hat the K la n  becam e was not a "p e rs is te n t  c r im e  w a ve , " 
as one s c h o la r c a lls  i t ,  a t le a s t as fa r  as any g e n e ra l p r o f i t  
m o tiv e  m ig h t be in fe r re d  f ro m  the w o rd  " c r im e ,  "  bu t i t  s u re ly  
becam e so m e th in g  le ss  than  tha t w h ich  was a v e r re d  in  its  
id e a lis t ic  s ta te m e n t o f p r in c ip le s .
^ T re le a s e , W h ite  T e r r o r ,  418.
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I  th i i ik  m any o f the o rg a n iz a tio n s  d id  not have any 
nam es; p a r tie s  o rg a n iz e d  th e m se lve s  so as to  be 
re a d y  in  case the y  w e re  a tta cke d  . . . .  T h e re  was a 
g re a t dea l o f in s e c u r i ty  in  the c o u n try , and I  th in k  th is  
o rg a n iz a tio n  /K u  K lu x /  was got up to p ro te c t the weak, 
w ith  no p o li t ic a l in te n t io n  a t a ll.  ^
The m o s t e x te n s iv e  and s y s te m a tic  g ro w th  o f the K la n  
o c c u r re d  in  Tennessee , the s ta te  o f its  b ir th .  The o rg a n iz a tio n  
was le s s  deranged  h e re  and m o re  n e a r ly  e x e m p lif ie d  the d es ign  
o f the N a s h v ille  p ro s p e c tu s  than  any o th e r s e c to r o f The In v is ib le  
E m p ire .  The reasons  fo r  th is  a re  q u ite  o bv io u s : the Tennessee
R e a lm  was re a d y -m a d e  fo r  expans ion , re p re s e n ta t iv e s  f ro m  m any 
o f the e x is t in g  dens o f the s ta te  w e re  p ro b a b ly  in  a ttendance  a t the 
N a s h v ille  conc lave  and co u ld  e a s ily  re g u la r iz e  th e ir  fo rc e s ,  m any 
o f the Im p e r ia l s ta f f  p o s it io n s  w e re  m anned f ro m  w ith in  the s ta te , 
and the R e c o n s tru c t io n  a tm o s p h e re  o f Tennessee  had a fecund
 ̂T e s tim o n y  o f G e n e ra l F o r r e s t  b e fo re  the c o n g re s s io n a l 
c o m m itte e  in v e s tig a tin g  the K la n ; K u K lu x  R e p o rt , "M is c e lla n e o u s  
and F lo r id a  T e s tim o n y , "  7. F o r re s t  was a t g re a t pa ins b e fo re  
th is  c o m m itte e  to c o r re c t  s e v e ra l s ta te m e n ts  a tt r ib u te d  to h im  and 
p r in te d  in  the C in c in n a ti C o m m e rc ia l in  S ep tem be r o f 1868. A c c o rd ­
in g  to  the jo u r n a lis t  who w ro te  th a t a r t ic le  the g e n e ra l had ev idenced  
an in t im a te  know ledge  and a s s o c ia tio n  w ith  the o rd e r  and had 
a tte s te d  tha t the K la n  had indeed  been "m ade  a p o l i t i c a l  o rg a n iz a tio n ."
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q u a lity  about i t  th a t was m o s t conduc ive  to  K la n  g ro w th . N e v e r­
th e le s s , even th is  b es t o f K u  K lu x  w o r ld s  was no t p e r fe c te d . The 
e a s te rn  p a r t  o f the s ta te  was n e v e r f u l ly  o rg a n iz e d  and f ro m  the 
ou ts e t i r r e g u la r i t ie s  and weaknesses w e re  e v idenced  in  the s ta te  
th a t w e re  to becom e e nd em ic  to the w hole  E m p ire .  In  fa c t,  i t  is  
no t too m uch to say th a t the Tennessee  R e a lm , a p a r t  f ro m  its  m o re  
a u th o r ita t iv e  com m and ch a in , was a m ic ro c o s m  o f the whole  K la n  
sphe re .
T h e re  is  l i t t le  q u e s tio n  tha t th e re  was a new d e p a r tu re  in  
K la n  a f fa ir s  a f te r  the N a s h v ille  m e e tin g . W h e re as  p u b lic  re t ic e n c e  
had been the ru le  h e re to fo re ,  now K u  K lu x e rs  began to  a c t iv e ly  and 
ope n ly  p ro m o te  the o rd e r .  In d iv id u a l a n o n y m ity  was s t i l l  s t r ic t ly  
gua rd ed , b u t i t  seem s th a t one o b je c tiv e  o f the new E m p ire  was to 
m ake  i t s e l f  v e ry  v is ib le . I t  was d u r in g  th is  p e r io d  (m id -1 8 6 7 ) th a t 
the b iz a r re  K la n  n o tic e s  began to m ake  th e ir  a pp ea rance  in  con­
s e rv a tiv e  n ew spape rs  a ro un d  the South, a lw a y s , o f co u rs e , be ing  
" fo rc e d  u po n" o r  s e c re t ly  dep os ite d  w ith  re lu c ta n t  and in no ce n t 
e d ito rs .  The P u la s k i C it iz e n  p r in te d  w hat is  p ro b a b ly  the f i r s t  o f 
such  n o tic e s  in  M a rc h ^  and f r o m  then  on, u n t i l  o u tla w e d  b y  the 
m i l i t a r y  a u th o r it ie s ,  such announcem ents cou ld  be found  re g u la r ly  
in  the p ro v in c ia l pap e rs  o f Tennessee , M is s is s ip p i,  A la b a m a ,
^ P u la s k i C it iz e n , M a rc h  29, 1867.
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G e o rg ia , and the C a ro lin a s  as c o u n try  e d ito rs  o r  den s c r ib e s  o u t­
d id  th e m s e lv e s  in  s e a rc h  o f g ru eso m e  a d je c t iv e s . One e n te rp r is ­
in g  jo u r n a lis t  in  F o re s t,  M is s is s ip p i,  even w e n t so fa r  as to  launch  
a l i t t le  w e e k ly  c a lle d  The K u  K lu x , w h ich  was s h o r t- l iv e d  but in t e r ­
e s tin g  and w h ich  seem s to have escaped the n o tic e  o f e a r l ie r  h is ­
to r ia n s  o f the K la n .
In  th a t pap e r the  e d ito r ia ls  too k  the un ique  fo rm  o f a s e r ie s  
o f le t te rs  f ro m  an im a g in a ry  K la n s m a n  who had re m a rk a b le  p ow ers  
— he was in v is ib le ,  a ll- s e e in g ,  and owned a f ly in g  h o rs e  — to h is  
"w o rs h ip fu l C yc lo p s . "  A lth o u g h  the " le t t e r s "  w e re  w h im s ic a l,  they 
a l l  c a r r ie d  a s tro n g  p ro -w h ite ,  c o n s e rv a tiv e  m e ssa ge . The fo l lo w ­
in g  e xam ple  is  w o rth  c it in g  in  th a t i t  show s, in  s a t i r ic  fo rm ,  the 
co nce rn  o v e r ra d ic a l use o f so u th e rn  "o u tra g e s "  w h ich  w ou ld  becom e 
a lm o s t p a ra n o id  w ith  m a n y in te l l ig e n t  c o n s e rv a tiv e s .
W o rs h ip fu l C y c lo p s . A c c o rd in g  to  o rd e rs  f r o m  you 
I  w a tched  the two c a rp e tb a g g e rs  and th re e  sca law ags in
 C oun ty. T h ey  m e t in  a deep fo re s t  and ta lk e d  a
long  t im e . T h ey  s a id  they  m u s t do s o m e th in g  fo r  the 
G o ve rn m e n t and a t f i r s t  d e te rm in e d  to d ispo se  o f two 
D e m o c ra tic  n ig g e rs . B ut a t la s t  the sca law ag s u n ite d  
in  fa v o r  o f ta k in g  o ff  tw o  ra d ic a l bucks in s te a d . A l l  
a g ree d , a t la s t ,  as was sa id  i t  w o u ld  then  be ch arge d  
to  the D e m o c ra tic  p a r ty .  They m a ske d  and sh o t the 
f i r s t  tw o  the y  co u ld  f in d  . . .  I  w a tched  as the y  . . . 
ru sh ed  to . . . send a re p o r t  o f the "D e m o c ra t ic  K u 
K lu x  o u tra g e . "  T h ey  laughed  h e a r t i ly  . . . sa y in g ,
" T h e r e ' l l  be a la rg e  a d d it io n  to the R e p u b lic a n  vote  
when the e le c t io n  com es o f f  . . . . "  I  n e v e r saw fe llo w s
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in  a b e t te r  h u m o r in  m y  l i fe  . . . .  S w ift  W ind  
R in g e d -h o r s e /  k ic k e d  one o f them  on the nose.
W i l l f u l ly  th in e , ^
L a n te rn -e y e d  C yc lo p s .
M o s t c o n s e rv a tiv e  e d ito rs ,  once the v io le n c e  and te r r o r  
began to e s c a la te , w o u ld  s tre n u o u s ly  t r y  to  s h if t  the  b lam e  to 
"s p u r io u s  k la n s , "  as they c a lle d  the m , o r  to com m on  c r im in a l i ty  
am ong the lo w e r c la s s e s . T h e ir  e ffo r ts  w o u ld  becom e a lm o s t 
f r a n t ic  as the ra d ic a ls  began "w a v in g  the b loody  s h i r t "  in  e a rn e s t 
and t ra n s f ig u r in g  e v e ry  u n to w a rd  even t in  the South in to  som e K u 
K lu x  "o u tra g e . "  B ut th a t w o u ld  com e la te r .  In  the h a lcyo n  days o f 
1867 and 1868 a l l  though ts w e re  p o s it iv e :  p ro m o te  and expand the 
o rd e r  to m e e t the s ta te d  goa ls  o f law  and o rd e r  — and the uns ta te d  
ones o f s o c ia l and p o l i t ic a l  re g u la t io n .
P u b lic  d e m o n s tra tio n s  w e re  a n o th e r fe a t re  o f the new K la n  
p ro m o tio n a l cam pa ign . B e fo re  the change K la n  m o ve m en ts  had 
c u s to m a r ily  been o f the s m a ll- s c a le  "n o c tu rn a l p e ra m b u la tio n "  
v a r ie ty ,  but now i t  becam e p a r t  o f the m ode to  h o ld  m assed  d is p la y s  
o f fo rc e  fo r  the p u b lic , s o m e tim e s  d u r in g  d a y lig h t h o u rs . These 
d e m o n s tra tio n s  o r  p arad es  w e re  des igned  to  im p re s s  the c it iz e n r y ,  
e s p e c ia lly  b la c k s , w ith  the n um be rs  and d is c ip lin e  o f the lo c a l dens. 
C o n te m p o ra ry  re p o r te rs  and la te r  e x to lle rs  o f the K la n  becam e
^ F o re s t  /M is s .  /  K u  K lu x ,  O ct. 12, 1871.
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
1 1 4
a lm o s t rh a p s o d ic  in  d e s c r ib in g  the p re c is io n e d  pace o f the hooded 
r id e rs  as they  m a n eu ve red  s i le n t ly  th rou g h  the s tre e ts  o f som e 
tow n, re sp on d ing  p e r fe c t ly  to the hand s ig n a ls  o r  w h is t le s  o f th e ir  
le a d e rs . I t  seem s ra th e r  c u r io u s  now w hy such p u b lic  shows w e re  
not though t to d e tra c t f r o m  the g h o s tly  charade  supposed ly  being 
e m p loye d  a g a in s t s u p e rs t it io u s  fre e d m e n .
The f i r s t  such parade  was a ls o  in  P u la s k i,  w ith  the r id e rs  
n u m b e rin g  som e s e v e n ty - f iv e , a l l  " g o rg io u s ly  ^ i c /  ca pa riso n ed , "  
p e r fo rm in g  th e ir  d r i l l  fo r  s e v e ra l h un d red  s p e c ta to rs  on the  n ig h t of 
June 5. ^  F o r  a season such parades seem  to  have been q u ite  popu­
la r  w ith  K la n s m e n  (and th e ir  fa m il ie s ,  no doubt; one can im a g in e  the 
c h ild re n  t r y in g  to  p ic k  daddy out in  the c ro w d  o f ghos ts ). In  some 
a re as  th is  p a ra d in g  a c t iv it y  con tinued  fo r  y e a rs , even in  the face o f 
s ta te  a n t i-K u  K lu x  la w s . The F e d e ra l E n fo rc e m e n t A c ts , o r  A n t i-  
K u  K lu x  L a w s , o f 1871, w o u ld , h o w e v e r, d r iv e  the la s t  o f the m  f ro m  
the s tre e ts .  In  the m e a n tim e  the p a ra d in g  and p ro m o tio n a l a c t iv ity  
co n tinued  and the ra n ks  o f the K la n  w e re  s w e lle d  w ith  new v o lu n ­
te e rs . The ra d ic a ls  now began to show c o nce rn , fo r ,  d esp ite  
c h iv a l r ic  u tte ra n c e s  about the C o n s titu t io n , p ro te c t io n  o f the weak 
and p u n ish m e n t o f n e 'e r - d o -w e lls ,  som e w e re  b eg inn ing  to  suspect 
th a t the p u rpo se  o f the K u  K lu x  was p r im a r i ly  to c o n tro l the b la c k s .
‘̂ P u la s k i C it iz e n , June 7, 1867.
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p o l i t i c a l l y  and s o c ia l ly .  P e rha ps  not by any g e n e ra l p lan  o r  o b je c ­
t iv e ,  but as th ing s  w o rk e d  out, those s u sp ic io n s  w ou ld  p ro v e  to  be 
la rg e ly  c o r re c t .
Tennessee  R e c o n s tru c t io n  co n tin ue d  apace w ith  its  m o n u ­
m e n ta l s tru g g le  betw een the B ro w n lo w  U n io n is ts  and the a m a lg a m  
o f o ld  W liig s  and D e m o c ra ts  now c a llin g  th e m se lve s  the C o n s e rv a tiv e s . 
The u n fo ld in g  events in  the s ta te , though s im i la r  to re s to ra t io n  m a t­
te r s  in  o th e r so u th e rn  s ta te s , o c c u r re d  in  som ew hat e a r l ie r  stages.
I t  w o u ld  c e r ta in ly  be p ro p e r  to v iew  R e c o n s tru c t io n  h e re  as b e g in ­
n ing  as fa r  back as 1862 w ith  the p a r t ia l m i l i t a r y  p a c if ic a t io n .  Now, 
in  1866-1867, as m o s t e x -C o n fe d e ra te  s ta tes w e re  m u d d lin g  th rou g h  
the hopes and t ra v a i ls  o f p re s id e n tia l R e c o n s tru c t io n , Tennessee  was 
a lre a d y  in  an advanced phase o f R e pu b lica n  c o n tro l,  w ith  the ra d ic a l ly  
in c lin e d  B ro w n lo w  re g im e  d e s p e ra te ly  t r y in g  to s tave  o ff  the ra p id ly  
u n it in g  w h ite  c o n s e rv a tiv e s . Thus the K la n , as i t  adopted it s  new , 
v ig o ro u s  and expans ive  p o s tu re , becam e a p o l i t ic a l  fa c to r  in  
Tennessee  s o on e r and p ro b a b ly  w ith  m o re  n o tice a b le  e ffe c t than 
a nyw h e re  e ls e .
W ith  the p ro l i fe r a t io n  o f the o rd e r ,  th e re  came the perhaps 
unw an ted  s p re a d  o f v io le n c e , m o s t o f i t  d ire c te d  a g a in s t the b la cks . 
B eg in n ing  in  la te  1867, re p o r ts  o f such a c t iv it ie s  in c re a s in g ly  
a p p ea re d  in  the p re s s  and in  the s ta te m e n ts  f ro m  F re e d m e n 's  
B u re a u  a gents. In  A ug u s t, C a p ta in  G eorge  E . Judd, the agent in
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P u la s k i,  m ade w h a t was a p p a re n tly  h is  f i r s t  o f f ic ia l  co m m e n t to 
h is  s u p e r io rs  about the o rd e r ,  a lthough  the K la n  had been fu n c t io n ­
in g  th e re  fo r  m any m o n th s . He re p o r te d  tha t the " s o c ie ty  is  v e ry  
n um ero u s  . . . .  h e a v ily  a rm e d  . . . .  capable  o f g re a t m is c h ie f "
i f  th a t was its  p u rp o se . He con tinued , th a t, a ltho ug h  the "b e s t 
c it iz e n s "  a s s u re d  h im  th a t the K u  K lu x  was "m e r e ly  fo r  fu n "  and 
th a t i t  d id  not in te n d  to b o th e r anyone, he doubted tha t " m ig h t i ly "  
because i t  was " c e r ta in ly  a v e ry  e x te n s ive  o rg a n iz a tio n  f o r  a funny 
one. O th e r B u re a u  agents in  the N a s h v ille  S u b -d is t r ic t ,  in  th e ir  
re p o r ts  to  G en e ra l W. D . C a r lin ,  the B urea u  c h ie f fo r  Tennessee , 
su p p lie d  a d d it io n a l news o f K la n  a c tio n s . C a r l in 's  m o n th ly  re p o r ts  
to G e n e ra l H o w a rd  in  W a sh ing ton , as w e ll as the le t te r  re p o r ts  
re ta in e d  f ro m  agents l ik e  Judd in  the f ie ld ,  r e f le c t  a g ro w in g  con ­
ce rn  in  o f f ic ia l  c ir c le s  o v e r  the K la n  b us in e ss . ^ E s p e c ia lly  is  such 
c o n ce rn  n o tic e a b le  in  the  s ta te m e n ts  f ro m  m id d le  Tennessee  agen ts .
d is t r ic t .  L e t te r s  R e ce ived , F re e d m e n 's  B urea u  R e c o rd s , R e co rd  
G roup  105, N a tio n a l A rc h iv e s  (h e re a f te r  c ite d  RG 105, N A ).
A s s is ta n t  c o m m is s io n e rs  m ade m o n th ly  re p o r ts  th e m s e lv e s  a long  
w ith  synopses a ccoun ts  o f the re p o r ts  f ro m  th e ir  s u b o rd in a te s . 
T h e re  a re  a ls o  m any e x ta n t m o n th ly  and s p e c ia l re p o r ts  f ro m  the 
agents th e m s e lv e s . T hese  re c o rd s  a re , o f c o u rs e , a v a ila b le  in  
the  N a tio n a l A rc h iv e s .  S e lec ted  Tennessee re c o rd s  a re  on 
m ic r o f i lm  in  the Tennessee  S tate  L ib r a r y ,  N a s h v il le ,  Tennessee .
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w h ic h  s e c tio n , by a l l  a ccou n ts , saw the m o s t v ir u le n t  a c t iv it y  o f the 
K la n .
A lth o u g h  the a u tu m n  e le c tio n s  o f 1867 passed  o ff  a p p a re n tly  
w ith o u t any s y s te m a tic  e f fo r t  by the K la n  to in t im id a te  b la c k s , who 
co u ld  now vo te ,^  the o v e rw h e lm in g  R e pu b lica n  v ic to r y  no doubt con­
t r ib u te d  to the change in  ta c t ic s  w h ich  was soon q u ite  o bv io u s . The 
K la n  began, in  la te  1867, a ca m pa ign  o f h a ra s s m e n t and in t im id a tio n  
o f b lacks  th a t was c le a r ly  des igned  to negate th e ir  in flu e n c e  a t the 
p o lls . T h is  cam pa ign  w o u ld  c a r r y  in to  la te  1868 and peak a t the 
t im e  o f the c r i t i c a l  p re s id e n tia l e le c t io n  o f th a t y e a r .
A  p a r t ic u la r  o b je c t o f K la n  a tte n t io n  was the U n ion  League 
(o r L o y a l League) and those  who w e re  o rg a n iz in g  i t .  In  e v e ry  t r a ­
d it io n a l o r  p ro -s o u th e rn  s tud y  o f R e c o n s tru c t io n , a s p e c ia l p lace  o f 
co n te m p t is  re s e rv e d  fo r  the L eague , an a u x il ia r y  a rm  o f the R epub­
l ic a n  P a r ty  w h ich  had been o rg a n iz e d  d u r in g  the w a r to  p ro m o te  the 
p a r ty  w ith in  the m i l i t a r y  and w h ich  was now a m a jo r  fo rc e  in  p r e ­
e m p tin g  the  b la c k  vo te , and th e re  seem s to have been u n iv e rs a l
^Som e a u th o r it ie s  fe e l th a t the K la n  was " la y in g  lo w "  d u r ­
in g  th is  e le c t io n  as w h ite  c o n s e rv a tiv e s  though t th e y  cou ld  m anage 
the b la c k  vo te  th rou g h  th e ir  s u p e r io r  u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f b la c k  though t 
p ro c e s s e s . T h is  m is g u id e d  p a te rn a lis m , w h ich  fa i le d ,  w ou ld  cause 
som e c h a g rin  a l l  o v e r the South in  the e a r ly  stages o f C o n g re s s io n a l 
R e c o n s tru c t io n . See T re le a s e , W h ite  T e r r o r , 23 -24 ; and Thom as 
B . A le x a n d e r, "K u k lu x is m  in  Tennessee , 1865-1869, "  Tennessee  
H is to r ic a l  Q u a r te r ly , V U I (1949), 2 00 -1 .
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d is a p p ro b a tio n  f o r  i t  am ong so u th e rn  w h ite s  a t the  t im e . L a te r ,  
when the K la n  was being p ro be d  by a c o n g re s s io n a l in v e s t ig a tio n , 
a la rg e  am oun t o f te s t im o n y  w o u ld  be o ffe re d  by f r ie n d  and foe 
a lik e  to show the  League  to be a m a jo r  cause in  the r is e  o f the 
o rd e r .  C e r ta in ly  in  1867-68 , L o y a l L e a g u e rs  found  the K u  K lu x  
K la n  to be an u n re le n tin g  and re m o rs e le s s  foe , and, because o f 
th e ir  in t im a te  and u n e th ic a l a s s o c ia t io n  w ith  the L eague , c iv i l ia n  
and m i l i t a r y  agents o f the F re e d m e n 's  B u rea u  as w e ll,  fe l t  the 
heavy hand o f K la n  " ju s t ic e .  "  A s one re c e n t s tu d e n t o f the B u re a u
W hen the N e g roe s  showed . . , they  in te n d e d  to 
stand w ith  the R a d ic a ls ; when th e y  w e re  o rg a n iz e d  
by th e ir  R a d ic a l te a c h e rs  in to  L o y a l League ; and 
when in t im id a tio n s  and th re a ts  d id  no t d e te r  th e ir  
p o l i t ic a l  a c t iv it y  . . . the w h ite  d ^ e n fra n c h is e d  
m a jo r it y  in  the s ta te  /T e n n e s s e e / lo o ke d  to the K u  
K lu x  K la n  to b re a k  up the L o y a l Leagues and keep 
the N e g roe s  aw ay f r o m  the p o lls .  ®
P o l i t ic a l  in d o c tr in a t io n  o f b la c k s  by these  a lie n  w h ite s  was 
u n q u e s tio n a b ly  one o f the m o s t d is tu rb in g  a spec ts  o f the w hole  p e r io d  
to the na tive  w h ite s . B la c k  s u ffra g e  in  i t s e l f  was a h o r r i f y in g  n o tio n , 
b u t to  have som eone e lse  com e in  and o rg a n iz e  i t  — w e ll,  th a t was 
s im p ly  too m uch . The "o u ts id e  a g ita to r "  c o m p le x , w h ich  has long
P a u l D a v id  P h i l ip s ,  "A  H is to r y  o f the F re e d m e n 's  B u re a u  
in  T e n n e sse e ," (u n pu b lishe d  P hD  d is s e r ta t io n ,  V a n d e rb il t  U n iv e rs ity ,  
1964), 293.
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been a fe a tu re  o f the so u th e rn  n e u ro s is , a p p a re n tly  began c r y s ta l­
l iz in g  o v e r a c e n tu ry  ago. I t  is  tru e ,  h o w e v e r, th a t m a n y o f f ic ia l 
agents o f the fe d e ra l g o v e rn m e n t, desp ite  s p e c if ic  o rd e rs  to the 
c o n tra ry ,  w e re  a c t iv e ly  engaged in  g lea n in g  b la c k  vo tes fo r  the 
R e pu b lica ns  e ith e r  th ro u g h  " in d iv id u a l o r  g ro up  in s t ru c t io n .
I t  is  a lso  tru e  tha t the K la n  t r ie d  to c o u n te ra c t th is  p ro g ra m  by any 
m eans i t  co u ld , in c lu d in g  v io le n c e , and though i t  is  im p o s s ib le  to 
ju s t i f y  the e x tre m is m  m o ra lly  one m u s t a d m it  in  a l l  in te l le c tu a l 
hon es ty , tha t in  the K la n  m in d  its  e x tra le g a l a c tio n  was e q u a lly  as 
d e fe n s ib le  as the ra d ic a l o rg a n iz e rs  f e l t  th e ir s  to be. F o r  c o n s e r­
v a tiv e s , the L o y a l League and its  B u rea u  p ro m o te rs  in s p ire d  an 
ove rw ee n ing  h a tre d ; i t  was a s o c ie ty  " to  w h ic h  a h un d red  o u tra g es  
a re  d ir e c t ly  tra c e a b le  — a s o c ie ty  w h ich  teaches the N e g ro  to hate 
h is  fo r m e r  m a s te r  . . . w h ich  m a rc h e s  to the p o lls  w ith  guns . . . 
and th re a te n s  the p e rso n s  o f o ff ic e rs  o f the la w . T h is  h a tre d
ra d ia te d  f ro m  a l l  o v e r  the S outh, w h ich  lo o k e d  upon the League as 
"th e se  pes ts  to o u r s o c ia l sy s te m , these fo u l so re s  to the  body 
p o li t ic ,  ^ n d 7  these re p ro a c h e s  to the genus o f a t ru e  and honest 
f o rm  o f R e p u b lica n  g ov e rn m e n t.  ̂ W ith  such c o m m e n ta ry  com ing
9lb id . , 2 96 -8 .
^*^N ashville  Union  and D is p a tc h , A p r i l  24, 1868.
 ̂^ F lo re n c e  Js, C._/ J o u rn a l,  quo ted  in  the M o u lto n  /A la .  /  
A d v e r t is e r ,  June 8, 1967.
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f ro m  the e d ito r ia l le a d e rs h ip , i t  is  not s u rp r is in g  tha t the Union  
League cam e to be v ie w e d  by p ro v in c ia l c o n s e rv a tiv e s  as the fou n - 
ta inhead  o f th e ir  t ro u b le s  — i t  cou ld , a fte r  a l l ,  be seen — and 
d e s e rv in g  o f d e s tru c t io n . In  Tennessee , a t le a s t,  the K la n  c a m ­
pa ign  a g a in s t i t  was so e ffe c tiv e  tha t by e a r ly  1868, its  a c t iv it ie s  
w e re  p ra c t ic a l ly  "e x tin g u is h e d .
T h e re  w as, i t  a p p e a rs , a v e r ita b le  re ig n  o f t e r r o r  in  
s e v e ra l m id d le  and w e s t Tennessee  co un ties  d u r in g  la te  1867 and 
th rou g h  1868. The K la n  was a t its  peak o f p e r fo rm a n c e  and the 
ra d ic a l re sponse  was e q u a lly  v ig o ro u s . B urea u  o f f ic e rs  becam e 
a la rm e d  abou t the o u tra g es  p e rp e tra te d  a g a in s t b la cks  and o th e r 
good lo y a l is ts .  Jam es W . G e lra y , a s p e c ia l in s p e c to r ,  re p o rte d  
to G e n e ra l C a r l in  in  the s p r in g  o f 1868 tha t "o u tra g e s  w e re  o c c u r ­
r in g  a lm o s t e v e ry  n ig h t in  M id d le  Tennessee , "  and th a t "no  Union  
m an o r  N e g ro  who a tte m p ts  to  take an a c tiv e  p a r t  in  p o l i t ic s ,  o r  in  
the im p ro v e m e n t o f h is  ra c e , is  safe  a s in g le  day; and n e a r ly  a l l  
s leep  w ith  th e ir  a rm s  a t n ig h t. ^ F o r  the la s t  q u a r te r  o f 1867, 
A s s is ta n t  C o m m is s io n e r C a r lin  re p o r te d  25 m u rd e rs ,  35 a ssau lts  
w ith  in te n t to k i l l ,  85 a s s a u lt  and b a t te ry  in c id e n ts , 4 ra p e s , and
 ̂^ G e lra y  to C a r lin ,  M a y 2, 1868, Tennessee  M o n th ly  
R e p o rts , S e lected  R e co rds  o f the Tennessee  F ie ld  O ffic e  (m ic ro f i lm ) .
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4 a rs o n s , and, w h ile  the K la n  was not d ir e c t ly  ch a rge d  w ith  the 
g u il t  in  a l l  o f these c r im e s ,  tha t in fe re n c e  was ra th e r  s tro n g . 
N e v e r th e le s s , som e B u re a u  agents w e re  no t a lto g e th e r  o n e -s id e d  
in  th e ir  re p o r t in g  and a d m itte d  th a t m any o f the "o u tra g e s "  had no 
s ig n if ic a n c e  o th e r  than "g e n e ra l la w le s s n e s s "  by b la c k s  and w h ite s . 
Some even a cknow ledged  th a t the L o y a l Leagues w e re  re s p o n s ib le  
f o r  p a r t  o f the v io le n c e . S ta te  and fe d e ra l o ff ic ia ld o m  g e n e ra l ly  
chose to b e lie v e  o th e rw is e , h o w e v e r, and th is  le d  to the p re v io u s ly  
d is c u s s e d  s itu a t io n  in  w h ich  the c o n s e rv a tiv e  p re s s  p a ra d o x ic a lly  
found  i t s e l f  a lte rn a te ly  d eny ing  the e x is te n c e  o f the K u  K lu x ,  d e fe nd ­
in g  i t ,  o r  c ry in g  " F o u l"  in  re g a rd  to the a lle g e d  o u tra g e s .
T h e re  w e re  s e v e ra l s ig n if ic a n t  d eve lo pm en ts  on the 
T ennessee  scene in  1 868-69 ; even ts w h ic h  had a s e v e re  im p a c t on 
the K la n  th e re  and, in  th e m s e lv e s  o r  because o f p a r a l le l o c c u r ­
re n c e s , on the o rg a n iz a tio n  in  o th e r s ta te s . F i r s t ,  the u psw ing  o f 
K la n  a c t iv it y  b ro u g h t a response  f r o m  the B ro w n lo w  re g im e  w h ich  
was m o re  than K la n  le a d e rs  had b a rg a in e d  fo r .  T h ro ug h  e a r ly  1868, 
the g o v e rn o r re q u e s te d  and used  fe d e ra l tro o p s  on  s e v e ra l occas io n s  
and, then , when th a t seem ed  to be in adequa te , he c a lle d  the le g is ­
la tu re  in to  s p e c ia l s e s s io n  and s p u r re d  i t  in to  p ass in g  a new m i l i t ia
14,’C o lla te d  in  P h i l l ip s ,  "F re e d m e n 's  B u re a u  in  Tennessee , '
268.
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la w  and a s p e c ia l a n t i-K u  K lu x  law  w h ic h  p ro v id e d  s t i f f  p e n a ltie s  
f o r  anyone a s s o c ia te d  w ith  s e c re t  o rg a n iz a tio n s  w h ic h  d is tu rb e d  
the peace o r  a la rm e d  "p e a ce a b le  c it iz e n s .  "  N e ith e r  o f these 
in s tru m e n ts  seem s to  have been m uch o f an im m e d ia te  d e tr im e n t 
to  the K la n . The la w , w h ic h  was dependent upon c iv i l  a c tio n  by 
lo c a l a u th o r it ie s ,  was a dead le t te r  to s ta r t  w ith . P u b lic  o r  p e r ­
so na l s ym p a th y  w ith  the K u  K lu x  o rg a n iz a tio n  p re c lu d e d  v ig o ro u s  
p ro s e c u tio n  by la w  e n fo rc e m e n t o f f ic ia ls ,  and the  ra d ic a l P re s s  
and T im e s  o f N a s h v il le ,  w o u ld  c ry  b i t te r ly  som e m on ths  la te r  
th a t, "o f  a l l  the o rg a n iz e d  bands w h ich  have pu t U n ion  m en  to v io ­
le n t  deaths in  M id d le  Tennessee  w ith in  the p a s t tw e lv e  m o n th s , 
not a s in g le  c r im in a l  has been p un ish ed  o r  even a r re s te d .  ^ A nd  
though th e re  do seem  to  have been som e a r re s ts ,  p ro s e c u tio n s  
w e re  a t b es t d e s u lto ry  and c o n v ic tio n s  p r a c t ic a l ly  n i l .  The m i l i t ia ,  
w h ic h  used som e b la c k  t ro o p s ,  a ltho ug h  m u s te re d  and d ep loyed  on 
s e v e ra l o c c a s io n s , w a s , because o f i ts  l im ite d  p o w e rs , "n e v e r  
r e a l ly  e ffe c t iv e  on a s ta te -w id e  b a s is "  as an a n t i-K u  K lu x  K la n  
fo rc e .  ^^ N e v e r th e le s s , the s p e c tre  o f b la c k  m i l i t ia ,  a rm e d  and 
on the m a rc h , and the fe a r  o f p ro s e c u tio n  u n d e r the la w  had a
°M a rc h  12, 1869.
(M c G ra w -H il l  P a p e rb a c k s  e d it io n . New Y o rk ,  1963), 13.
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dec id e d  e ffe c t on the K la n , caus ing  i t  to reduce  it s  o p e ra tio n s  in  
som e p la ce s .
A  second s in g u la r  d eve lo pm en t in  the Tennessee  K u  K lu x  
s to ry ,  w h ich  is  not u n re la te d  to the fo re g o in g , was th a t abou t th is  
same t im e  the c o n s e rv a tiv e  le a d e rs h ip  app ea rs  to  have lo s t  m o s t o f 
w ha t c o n tro l i t  had o v e r  the o rg a n iz a tio n . B y the  s u m m e r o f 1868 
an in c re a s in g  n um be r o f c o n s e rv a tiv e s  began to speak o u t a g a in s t 
the t e r r o r is t i c  ta c t ic s  o f  the K la n ; c o g n iz a n t, no doubt, o f the w e l l ­
in g  b ack la sh  i t  was c re a tin g  in  o f f ic ia l  c ir c le s  and to som e deg ree  in  
the p u b lic  m in d . T h a t the ra m p a n t v io le n c e  was n o t the re s u lt  o f any 
c o o rd in a te d  p o lic y  o f the E m p ire  o r  R e a lm  le a d e rs  can be in fe r re d  
f r o m  the fa c t  tha t they no lo n g e r seem ed to w a n t to take  c re d it  fo r  
i t .  S ym p a th e tic  n e w sp a p e rs , l ik e  the N a s h v il le  U n ion  and  D is p a tc h ,
w h ich  e a r ly  in  1868 saw the K la n  as "p ro b a b ly  the m o s t e x tr a -
18
o rd in a ry  a s s o c ia t io n  th a t the p re s e n t c e n tu ry  has kn ow n , "  w e re , 
by the f a l l ,  e ith e r  deny ing  i ts  e x is te n c e , ope n ly  d e p re c a tin g  its  
t e r r o r is m ,  o r  b la m in g  its  a lle g e d  c r im e s  on b la c k s  and s p u rio u s  
K la n s . E ven  m o re  p e r tin e n t  is  the fa c t  th a t t i t le d  K la n  o f f ic ia ls  
e v ide n ced  a n ove l co n c e rn . The G ra nd  D ra g o n  o f T e nnessee , in  
J u ly , is s u e d  a s ta te m e n t th rou g h  the c o n s e rv a tiv e  N a s h v ille
^ ^ F e b ru a ry  1, 1868.
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R e p u b lica n  B anner d am nin g  the a tr o c i t ie s  th a t w e re  being c o m m itte d  
by "b a d  m e n " in  the nam e o f the K la n  and w a rn in g  th a t the re a l K u  
K lu x ,  "a  p ro te c t iv e  o rg a n iz a tio n , "  w o u ld  dea l h a rs h ly  w ith  such 
im p o s te rs .  T h a t som e o f  the v io le n c e  was the w o rk  o f " im p o s te rs "  
o r  s p u r io u s  K la n s , is  in deed  p ro b a b le  — the d is g u is e  g a m b it was too 
a tt ra c t iv e  fo r  c r im in a ls  and ru f f ia n s  to fo re g o  — but th a t m uch  o f i t  
was the h a n d iw o rk  o f bon a fid e  K la n s m e n  seem s c e r ta in .  The G rand  
D ra g o n 's  p u b lis h e d  o rd e r  in d ic a te s  th a t the le a d e rs  co u ld  not c o n tro l 
i t  th ro u g h  the n o rm a l c h a in  o f com m and.
T h is  a lso  le d  to  the beg in n ing  o f the debate in  Tennessee , 
th a t w ou ld  e v e n tu a lly  e x tend  a l l  o v e r  the S outh, as to ju s t  w ha t k in d  
o f people  w e re  b eh ind  the d is g u is e s . S u re ly  the o ld  u pp e r c la s s , 
g en tee l, c o n s e rv a tiv e  le a d e rs  w ou ld  no t p a r t ic ip a te  in  o r  condone 
such c ru d e  b e h a v io r as w h ip p in g , a rs o n  and m u rd e r :  th is  is  w hat 
m o s t s o u th e rn e rs  o f  th a t c la ss  w anted  people  to  b e lie v e  and pe rha ps  
w anted  to b e lie v e  th e m s e lv e s . A s c o n d itio n s  becam e m o re  d is o r ­
d e re d  in  the s p r in g  and s u m m e r o f 1868, m any e a r l ie r  K la n  s y m ­
p a th iz e rs ,  and no doubt som e p a r t ic ip a n ts  as w e ll,  began to t r y  to 
d is a s s o c ia te  th e m s e lv e s  f ro m  its  s u p p o rt,  p u b lic ly  a t le a s t.  The 
t r a d i t io n  o f the K la n  b e ing  in f i l t r a te d ,  d om ina ted  and d e s tro y e d  by
T h is  is  f ro m  a copy in  the A thens  ^ la . _ /  W e e k ly  P o s t , J u ly  29,
1868.
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lo w  c la ss  rogues was be ing  c re a te d . C o n s e rv a tiv e  le a d e rs , fo r  
a v a r ie ty  o f re a son s  — o f good co nsc ie n ce  o r  good p o li t ic s  — 
c o n tin ue d  to p ra is e  the o r ig in a l s ta te d  p h ilo s o p h y  o f the K la n  but 
in c re a s in g ly  u rg e d  i t ,  as w o u ld  be sa id  today , to  keep a lo w e r 
p r o f i le ,  to  coo l i t .
The ra d ic a ls ,  o f co u rse , had th e ir  own ideas  about K la n  
m e m b e rs h ip . A lth o u g h  one o f the le a d in g  R e p u b lic a n  jo u rn a ls  
vo ic e d  the o p in io n  th a t th e re  w e re  s e v e ra l types o f "k lu k lu x ite s ,  "  
none o f w h ic h  had "a n y  s o c ia l re s p e c ta b il ity  o r  p e rs o n a l s tan d ing  
am ong any p o r t io n  o r  c la s s  o f the s ta te  . . . a l l  a lik e  in  s tu p id ity ,
w is e . M a n y F re e d m e n 's  B u rea u  agents b e lie v e d  th a t the K u  K lu x ,  
even  in  1868, was m ade up o f "sons  o f f i r s t  fa m il ie s .  "  O th e rw is e , 
asked  one such o f f ic e r ,  how d id  the y  get h o rs e s  to  r id e  on th e ir  n o c ­
tu r n a l ra id s  ? In  M a y , A gen t W i l l ia m  W . B ro w n  o ffe re d  the fo l lo w ­
in g  cogent c o m m e n ts  on K u  K lu x e rs  in  the w e s te rn  co u n tie s :
O s te n s ib ly  i t  is  the ig n o ra n t w h ite  t ra s h  th a t cause the 
l i t t le  a s s a s s in a tio n  jo bs  fo r  the K u  K lu x  K la n  who ro b  
and m u rd e r  the m o s t in d u s tr io u s  and in te ll ig e n t  
n e g ro e s , in s u l t  the te a c h e rs  and d is tu rb  the peace o f 
the c o lo re d  sch oo ls  and in t im id a te  and re n d e r u n p le a s ­
an t the liv e s  o f U n ion  m en g e n e ra l ly , but_ it is  to such 
p ap e rs  as the A p p e a l and the A va lan che  /b o th  M e m p h is
N a s h v ille  P re s s  and T im e s , F e b . 26, 1868. 
^ P h i l l ip s ,  "F re e d m e n 's  B u rea u  in  T e n n e s s e e ,"  312.
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jo u r n a l^ /  and to the S ou the rn  c h iv a lr y  they go fo r  
adv ice  and s u b s ta n tia l a id .
T h a t was o n ly  an a cad em ic  q u e s tio n , h o w e v e r; i t  is  c le a r  
th a t, w h a te v e r the o r ig in a l K la n  p ro c l iv i t ie s  o f the o ld e r  c o n s e rv a ­
t iv e  le a d e rs , a n u m b e r o f the m  w e re  now b eg in n ing  to  oppose i t .
T h ey  m a y  have a b h o rre d  the u n n e c e s s a ry  v io le n c e  b u t the y  a ls o  d id  
no t w a n t to  g ive  G o v e rn o r B ro w n lo w  an excuse to use h is  m i l i t ia .
I t  is  ra th e r  p a ra d o x ic a l but i t  seem s to be t ru e  th a t, as one s c h o la r  
re c e n t ly  no ted , "S o u th e rn  D e m o c ra ts  s y m p a th iz e d  w ith  the K la n , 
b e n e fite d  by i t ,  w e re  in t im id a te d  by , and w e re  asham ed  o f i t ,  o fte n  
s im u lta n e o u s ly . Im p o r ta n t  c o n s e rv a tiv e s , by la te  s u m m e r, w e re
c a llin g  upon th e ir  people  to  r e f r a in  f ro m  v io le n c e , new sp a pe rs  w e re  
do ing  the  sam e (a l l  the w h ile  they  w e re  a tte s t in g  to the qu ie tud e  o v e r 
the s ta te ), and in  A u g u s t, a d is t in g u is h e d  a ssem b la g e  o f th ir te e n  
e x -C o n fe d e ra te  g e n e ra ls  m e t in  N a s h v ille  to beseech  the le g is la tu re  
no t to  s u p p o rt the m i l i t ia  ca m p a ig n  th a t B ro w n lo w  was th re a te n ­
in g  to in it ia te .  T h is  g ro u p  in c lu d e d  F o r re s t ,  B ro w n , G ordon , 
and a n u m b e r o f h igh  K la n s m e n  and the y  p ledged  th e ir  s u p p o rt in
^ ^ B ro w n  to P a lm e r ,  M a y  7, 1868, T ennessee  M o n th ly  
R e p o rts , S e lec te d  R e co rd s  o f the Tennessee  F ie ld  O ffic e  
(m ic r o f i lm ) .
was " p a r t  o f the p h y s c h o lo g ic a l bu rde n  o f w h ite  s u p re m a c y , "  i t  
c o u ld  as e a s ily  have been a s im p le r  case o f p o l i t ic a l  re a l is m ,  o f 
re a d in g  the  s ig n s .
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m a in ta in in g  "the  peace and o rd e r  o f the S ta te . T h is  "C o u n c il o f
P e a c e " was a lso  a tte m p tin g  to tra d e  its  s u p p o rt in  re tu rn  f o r  the 
re m o v a l o f the c iv i l  d is a b il i t ie s  (u n de r s ta te  la w s ) , w h ich  s t i l l  la y  
on m any Tennesseans. I t  d id  not w o rk ; the p ro s c r ip t io n s  w e re  not 
l i f te d  and B ro w n lo w  m oved  to c a ll out the m i l i t ia .  In te rn e c in e  con­
f l i c t  was im m in e n t in  Tennessee  in  the weeks b e fo re  the N o vem be r 
e le c tio n s  but i t  n e v e r q u ite  deve loped . P e rh a p s  the g o v e rn o r ’ s 
th re a ts  w e re  e ffe c t iv e ,  o r  the K la n  le a d e rs  w e re  able  to  c ir c u m ­
s c r ib e  som e o f the v io le n c e , but in  any even t the K u  K lu x  seem s to 
have been m o re  s e d e n ta ry  in  S ep tem be r and O c to b e r than a t any 
o th e r t im e  in  1868. T h e re  was som e p o s tu r in g  on both s id e s , 
but m o d e ra t io n  and w a tc h fu l w a it in g  p re v a ile d .
A s  the e le c t io n  a pp roached, h o w e v e r, even the p a r t ia l  t r a n ­
q u i l i t y  o f the K la n  co u ld  not be m a in ta in e d  and a l l  m a n n e r o f th re a ts  
and a c tu a l in t im id a tio n  o f b la c k  v o te rs  was re s o r te d  to in  the m id d le
^ ^ C o u lte r ,  B ro w n lo w , 360; H o rn , In v is ib le  E m p ire , 103-04; 
T re le a s e , W h ite  T e r r o r , 44.
^ ^ I t  was d u r in g  th is  p e r io d  tha t F o r r e s t  had h is  c e le b ra te d  
in te r v ie w  (m is q u o te d  he sa id ), w ith  the C in c in n a ti r e p o r te r ,  c la im ­
in g  to  have 40 ,000  k la n s m e n  in  Tennessee  a lone  who cou ld  be 
m o b iliz e d  in  f iv e  days i f  c o n f lic t  n e c e s s ita te d  i t .  K u  K lu x  R e p o rt , 
" F lo r id a  and M is c e lla n e o u s  T e s tim o n y , "  32 -36 . B ro w n lo w  a lso  
m ade a b lu s te r in g  p ro c la m a tio n  in  w h ich  he vowed tha t i f  he had to 
he w o u ld  "p u t down a rm e d  m a ra u d e rs  by fo rc e  . . . w ith  such n u m ­
b e rs  and in  such m a n n e r as the e x ige n cy  s h a ll dem and. " Q uoted  in  
T re le a s e , W h ite  T e r r o r ,  45.
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and w e s te rn  Tennessee  co u n tie s . I t  was a p p a re n tly  ra th e r  e ffe c t iv e ,  
too , f o r  d esp ite  the fa c t th a t G ra n t and the R e p u b lica n s  e a s ily  
c a r r ie d  the s ta te , the to ta ls  fo r  th a t p a r ty  d ro p p e d  m a rk e d ly  in  the 
s tro n g  K la n  c o u n tie s . A lth o u g h  som e n ig h t r id in g  co n tin ue d  a f te r  
the e le c t io n , d ire c te d  to a la rg e  e x te n t a g a in s t those  o f the b la c k  ra ce  
who had su p p o rte d  the R a d ic a l p a r ty ,  i t  d id  n o t re a c h  the p ro p o r t io n s  
o f the p re v io u s  s u m m e r. The sam e s itu a t io n  p re v a ile d  a l l  o v e r  the 
South as K la n  le a d e rs  a p p a re n tly  w e re  e v a lu a tin g  the e ffe c ts  o f 
th e ir  p re -e le c t io n  ca m p a ig n . The te m p o ra ry  q u ie tud e  d id  not go 
u nn o tice d  in  h ig h  p la c e s , i t  seem s. G e n e ra l O. O. H o w a rd , head o f 
the F re e d m e n 's  B u re a u , w o u ld  la te r  r e c a ll  th is  as a t im e  "q u ite  f re e  
fro m  the K u  K lu x  ra id s .  In  T e nnessee , a t le a s t ,  m o s t o f  the co n ­
s e rv a tiv e  le a d e rs  seem  to  have d ec id e d  to co n tin ue  th e ir  c o u rse  o f 
co un se lin g  the K la n  to  r e je c t  i ts  v io le n t  s tan ce . C oo l heads co u ld  
see th a t the p u b lic  and p o l i t i c a l  re a c t io n  was m o re  dam ag ing  to th e ir  
cause than ga ins th a t cam e f r o m  the a c tio n  o f the s o c ie ty , p a r t ic u ­
la r ly  when tha t a c tio n  was d is ru p t in g  the p r im a r y  la b o r  fo rc e  and 
l ik e ly  ye t to p ro v o k e  a m i l i t ia  re sp on se  f r o m  G o v e rn o r B ro w n lo w . 
F o rm e r  s y m p a th iz e rs  becam e m o re  a d a m a n tly  a n t i- K la n  (o r ,  m o re
Alexander, P o l i t ic a l  R e c o n s tru c t io n  in  Te nn e ssee ,
189-94.
2 8 o iiv e r  O tis  H o w a rd , A u to b io g ra p h y  (2 v o ls . ; New Y o rk ,  
1908), I I ,  382.
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a c c u ra te ly ,  a n t i- v io le n c e )  by la te  1868. The P u la s k i C it iz e n  by the 
end o f the y e a r  was re f le c t in g  a la w  and o rd e r  p o s it io n  th a t now 
e m b race d  even the K la n 's  w ron gd o ing .
In  Ja n u a ry  the fe e lin g s  o f the w o r r ie d  c o n s e rv a tiv e  c lass 
w e re  e p ito m iz e d  in  a s ta te m e n t f ro m  fo r m e r  G o v e rn o r N e i l l  S. 
B ro w n , b ro th e r  o f G e n e ra l B ro w n  o f P u la s k i K la n  fa m e , a dd re ssed  
to the "s o -c a l le d  K u K lu x : "
We m u s t have la w  and o rd e r  . . . .  I  do n o t know 
the pu rpo se  o f y o u r  o rg a n iz a tio n , n o r am  I  a w a re  o f 
y o u r n u m b e rs . I  n e v e r saw one o f y o u r body to know 
h im . I  have h e a rd  a thousand and one s to r ie s  o f 
y o u r o u tra g e s , v e ry  m any o f w h ich  I  b e lie v e  to have 
been exag ge ra ted .
B u t w h a te v e r m a y  have been y o u r  m o tiv e s  in  
the b e g in n ing , i f  you p lea se , a sense o f in s e c u r i ty  
to l i f e  and p ro p e r ty ,  and a p u rpose  to p ro te c t  both ,
I  re s p e c t fu l ly  s u b m it tha t the p e r io d  in  w h ic h  any 
such idea  m ay have been c h e r is h e d  has passed  
aw ay. C o u rts  have been e s ta b lis h e d  . . . .  and the 
w ho le  m a c h in e ry  o f g o v e rn m e n t, so long  d is ­
tu rb e d , is  re g a in in g  i t s  w onted  v ig o r .  I  beg you to 
r e f le c t  tha t w h ile  . , , o th e rs  a re  s tru g g lin g  con ­
s ta n tly  to re g a in  o u r  lo s t  p r iv i le g e s ,  we a re  
th w a rte d  a t e v e ry  s tep  by c o n tin u a l re p o r ts  o f 
o u tra g es  upon the la w , a t t r ib u te d  to  y o u r 
o rg a n iz a tio n . 29
M o d e ra te s  lik e  B ro w n  w e re  co m in g  to see th a t, a lthough  the K la n  
m ig h t  be w in n in g  som e b a ttle s  (m o s t ly  ra c ia l) ,  th e y  w e re  s t i l l  not 
w in n in g  the w a r; the o n ly  w ay th a t co u ld  be a c c o m p lis h e d  was 
th ro u g h  the re m o v a l o f the  d is fra n c h is e m e n t o f m o s t
^ ^ N a s h v ille  B a n n e r, Jan. 15, 1869.
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e x - C o n fe de ra te  s, and th a t was not l ik e ly  as long  as the R a d ic a l 
p a r ty  had a ny th ing  to "w a ve  the b loo d y  s h i r t "  about.
The fa c t  th a t such fe e lin g s  w e re  e v id e n tly  ra th e r  w id e ­
s p re a d  am ong the T ennessee  g e n try  a t th is  t im e , w ith  the c o n s e r­
v a tiv e  p re s s  a c ro s s  the s ta te  now le ad in g  the la m e n ta tio n s  o v e r the
v io le n c e , is  s ig n i f ic a n t  when co n s id e re d  w ith  the fa c t th a t som e 
30
t e r r o r is m  co n tin ue d . T h is  w o u ld  seem  to c o n f irm  the id ea  tha t 
the s e c re t  s o c ie ty  was in de e d  beyond the c o n tro l o f tha t c la ss  o f 
le a d e rs h ip . F o r  som e m id d le  and w e s te rn  co un ties  th is  p ro b a b ly  
was the case, fo r  s p o ra d ic  v io le n c e  co n tin ue d  th e re  w h ich  seem ed 
to have no p u rp o s e fu l g oa l and w h ich  m ay o r  m a y  not have been the 
w o rk  o f the t ru e  K la n . F o r  m o s t o f Tennessee , h o w e v e r, the p re s ­
su re  f r o m  the p u b lic  and the o ld  le a d e rs h ip  o b v io u s ly  was e ffe c t iv e  
and the K la n  becam e re la t iv e ly  q u ie t aga in . B u t G o v e rn o r B ro w n lo w  
was not co n te n t to le t  bygones be bygones. H is  s u p p o r te rs  w e re  
push ing  h im  and he m ade p re p a ra tio n s  fo r  e lim in a t in g  the K la n  by 
fo r c e .  He is s u e d  a p ro n o u n c e m e n t in  e a r ly  1869 p ro c la im in g  tha t 
a re ig n  o f t e r r o r  e x is te d  in  s e v e ra l und es ign a te d  c o u n tie s , and 
c a lle d  fo r  m i l i t ia  v o lu n te e rs  p re p a ra to ry  to d e c la r in g  m a r t ia l  la w .
th is ; f o r  exam p le  the m u rd e r  o f S eym ou r B a rm o re ,  an u n d e rc o v e r 
agent p ro b in g  the K la n  fo r  G o v e rn o r B ro w n lo w . H o rn  has the f u l l  
s to r y  o f th is  in c id e n t. In v is ib le  E m p ire , 108 -12 .
3 lN a s h v il le  P re s s  and T im e s , J a n u a ry  16 and Ja n u a ry  26,
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I t  was a t th is  t im e  th a t F o r re s t ,  the G ra nd  W iz a rd , is s u e d  
h is  fam ous " In te r d ic t io n  O r d e r , "  G e n e ra l O rd e r  No. 1, w h ich  was 
the  one and o n ly  p u b lis h e d  o rd e r  e v e r to em anate  f r o m  Im p e r ia l 
H e a d q u a rte rs . T h e re  is  no l i t t le  d ispu te  about th is  o r d e r , b u t  
i t  s e e m in g ly  saw the lig h t  o f day on J a n u a ry  25, 1869, and o rd e re d  
the K la n , w h ich  was " in  som e lo c a l it ie s  be ing  p e rv e r te d  f r o m  its  
o r ig in a l h o n o ra b le  and p a t r io t ic  p u rp o s e s , "  to cease a l l  o p e ra tio n s  
and a c t iv it ie s ,  d e s tro y  its  re g a lia ,  and keep  q u ie t. T h is  was 
n e c e s s ita te d , so the o rd e r  con tinued , because "p u b lic  s e n tim e n t is  
a g a in s t a m a ske d  o rg a n iz a tio n  in  the c o u n try , "  and " .  . . bad m en  
ou ts id e  o f the O rd e r "  w e re  d e p re d a tin g  and o u tra g in g  the people  in  
i t s  nam e. Some o f these "bad  m en, "  i t  was a d m itte d , had "b y  
im p ru d e n c e "  go tten  in to  the O rd e r  i t s e l f .  A  s ig n if ic a n t  c lause  in  
F o r re s t 's  o rd e r  a s s e r te d  tha t i t  was not to  be c o n s tru e d  as a
1869. F o r  the f u l l  accou n t o f th is  p e r io d , see A le x a n d e r, P o l i t ic a l  
R e c o n s tru c t io n  in  Tennessee , 189 -98 ; A le x a n d e r, "K u k lu x is m  in  
T ennessee , 1 8 6 5 -1 8 6 9 ,"  215 -18 ; and P a tto n , U n io n is m  and R e con ­
s tru c t io n  in  Tennessee , 1 36 -50. F o r  the a lle g e d  v io le n c e  and p o l i t i ­
c a l in t im id a tio n  in  m id d le  and w e s te rn  Tennessee  see House M is ­
ce lla ne o us D o c u m e n ts , 41st Cong. , 2d ses s. , No. 53, w h ich  con ­
ta ins  le n g th y  te s t im o n y  on these m a tte rs  b u t la rg e ly  re la t in g  to  the 
p as t e le c tio n .
^ ^ H o rn , In v is ib le  E m p ire ,  356 -5 9 , has a le n g th y  d is c u s s io n  
o f the w hole  m a t te r .  The o rd e r  i t s e l f  is  p r in te d  in  D a v is , A u th e n tic  
H is to r y , 125 -2 8 , w ith  the na ive  a s s u m p tio n  tha t i ts  p u rpo se  was to 
l u l l  the R a d ic a ls  in to  n o t pass ing  a n t i-K u  K lu x  la w s . See a ls o  
T re le a s e , W h ite  T e r r o r ,  179 -8 0 , 1 83 -84.
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d is s o lu t io n  o f the K la n , but th a t in  the fu tu re  its  m e m b e rs  shou ld  
be "h e ld  m o re  f i r m ly  to g e th e r and m o re  fa i th fu l ly  bound to each 
o th e r in  any e m e rg e n c y  tha t m a y  com e.
B ecause o f the ch ro n o lo g y  o f even ts , th e re  can be l i t t le  
doubt tha t F o r r e s t  was t r y in g  to stave o ff  m a r t ia l  la w  and the 
U n io n is t m i l i t ia ,  w h e th e r he a c tu a lly  w anted  to d is ro b e  the K la n  o r  
not. I t  is  l ik e ly ,  c o n s id e r in g  the "p u b lic  s e n t im e n t"  a sp e c t, th a t he 
and o th e r K la n  le a d e rs  r e a l ly  d id  w ant to  cease o p e ra t io n s , in  
Tennessee  anyw ay, because the s e c re t o rd e r  had o u tliv e d  its  u s e ­
fu ln e s s  th e re  and was a m ills to n e  on the neck o f the C o n s e rv a tiv e  
o r  D e m o c ra tic  p a r ty .  In  any e ven t, none o f i t  w o rk e d  a b s o lu te ly : 
the K la n  co n tin ue d  to p ly  i ts  tra d e  fo r  som e t im e  to com e in  the 
s ta te , i f  in  a m o re  f ra c t io n a l and m o r ib u n d  m a n n e r; B ro w n lo w  con ­
tin u e d  to a ssem b le  h is  m i l i t ia ;  and, on F e b ru a ry  20, he d id  in voke  
m a r t ia l  law  in  n ine m id d le  and w e s t Tennessee  c o u n tie s .
The m a r t ia l  la w  and m i l i t ia  in te r v e n t io n ,  as i t  tu rn e d  out, 
w e re  som ew ha t red un da n t. S im ila r  ta c t ic s  by G o v e rn o r C la y ton  
som e m on ths  e a r l ie r  had a p p a re n tly  d e s tro y e d  the e ffe c tiv e n e s s  o f 
■ the K la n  in  A rk a n s a s , and the ra d ic a l p re s s  had fo r  weeks been 
p re s s in g  B ro w n lo w  to take  the sam e s tro n g  m e a s u re s  in  Tennessee . 
I t  was th e re fo re  a k in d  o f de lenda  es t C a rth ag o  ca m p a ig n , the need
^ ^ D a v is , A u th e n tic  H is to r y , 125 -2 8 ,
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f o r  w h ic h  had passed. Good ev idence  in d ic a te s  th a t t e r r o r is m  had 
s la cken e d  on the b ro a d  f r o n t ,  and even in  those a re a s  w h e re  i t  con­
tin u e d  e r r a t ic a l ly  the m i l i t ia  co u ld  not d e c is iv e ly  d ea l w ith  i t  
because l im ite d  a u th o r ity  fo rc e d  i t  to w o rk  th ro u g h  lo c a l c o u r ts ; 
th a t,  o f c o u rs e , be ing  fu t i le .  I t  d id  a p p a re n tly  cause a n um be r of 
su spe c ted  K la n s m e n  to " la y  o u t"  in  the  woods o r le ave  the s ta te  fo r  
a t im e  w h ich  was p ro b a b ly  sw eet r e t r ib u t io n  to the  b la c k  and w h ite  
ra d ic a ls  who had been fo rc e d  to do the sam e th in g  u nd e r K la n  th re a ts . 
B ro w n lo w , h o w e v e r, gave up the g o v e rn o rs h ip  f o r  a Senate sea t ju s t  
as the m i l i t ia  was be ing  a c tiv a te d , and h is  s u c c e s s o r, D e w itt  S en te r, 
though a good R a d ic a l, was m o re  in c lin e d  to  t r e a t  w ith  the c o n s e r­
v a tiv e s . The m a r t ia l  law  was phased ou t, s te p -b y -s te p ,  a lm o s t as 
soon as i t  began. He re s to re d  c iv i l  la w , p u lle d  back the m i l i t ia ,  and 
by June the w hole  episode  was o v e r . S en te r m o ve d  m o re  to the  r ig h t  
by r e s to r in g  the vote to  those  e x -C o n fe d e ra te s  s t i l l  d is fra n c h is e d  
and w ith  th e ir  s u p p o rt won a f u l l  te rm  in  A u g u s t, The D e m o c ra ts  
a t the sam e t im e  ca p tu re d  the le g is la tu re  and thus b ro u g h t an end 
to R a d ic a l R e c o n s tru c t io n  in  Tennessee . T h e re  w o u ld  be l i t t le  
n o tic e  o f the K u  K lu x  in  the n ew spape rs  o f the s ta te  a fte r  tha t.
3 4p 'o r th o ro u gh  but som ew ha t d is s im i la r  d is c u s s io n  o f these 
even ts  see A le x a n d e r, P o l i t ic a l  R e c o n s tru c t io n  in  T e nn e ssee , lo c . 
c it .  ; P a tto n , U n io n is m  and R e c o n s tru c t io n  in  T e n n e sse e , lo c . c it .  ; 
and J . A . S ha rp , "T h e  D o w n fa ll o f the R a d ic a ls  in  Tennessee , "
E a s t T ennessee  H is to r ic a l  S o c ie ty  P u b lic a t io n s , V (1933), 107-24.
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W hen i t  was m e n tion ed , i t  was u s u a lly  to re m o n s tra te  a g a in s t the 
p o l i t ic a l  p r o f i t  th a t the R a d ic a l p a r ty  con tinued  to get f ro m  "o u t ­
ra g e s "  in  o th e r s ta te s , o r  s a rc a s t ic a l ly  to c la ss  e v e ry  com m on  
m is d e m e a n o r o c c u r r in g  lo c a l ly  as a no the r "k u  k lu x in g .  "
O rd e rs  s im i la r  to  F o r re s t 's  " in te rd ic t io n  o r d e r "  w ou ld  
a pp ea r in  m any o th e r R e a lm s  and P ro v in c e s  d u r in g  1869. In  those 
a re a s  w h e re  the w e ig h t o f lo c a l o p in io n  had s h if te d  a g a in s t the K la n  
th e re  was a n o tice a b le  d ro p  in  n ig h t r id in g  a c t iv it y  about the same 
t im e ,  in d ic a t in g  a re p e t it io n  o f the Tennessee  s to ry .  In  the 
C a ro lin a s , G e o rg ia , A la b a m a , and M is s is s ip p i the re q u ie m  fo r  the 
K la n  was p re m a tu re , h o w e v e r. R e c o n s tru c tio n  b a ttle s  w e re  s t i l l  
b e ing  fo u g h t in  those  s ta te s  — in  h ig h  p laces  and low  — and the K u  
K lu x  K la n  w o u ld  c a r r y  on ju s t  as i f  th e re  had been no o rd e r  f ro m  the 
G ra nd  W iz a rd . F o r  th a t m a tte r ,  i t  m ay n o t have been t ra n s m it te d  
v e ry  w id e ly  as K la n  c o m m u n ic a tio n s  w e re  n o to r io u s ly  p o o r. O r i t  
m a y  have been, as lo c a l c o n s e rv a tiv e  le a d e rs  w o u ld  a lw a ys  c la im , 
th a t ensu ing  t e r r o r is m  was the w o rk  o f bogus o r  s p u rio u s  K la n s .
I t  r e a l ly  is  not im p o r ta n t ;  the p o in t is  th a t K la n  o r  K la n - l ik e  a c t iv it y  
w o u ld  co n tinue  in  som e p lace s  fo r  m any m on ths a f te r  the genuine 
K u  K lu x  had e x p ire d  in  Tennessee .
One p lace  th a t i t  had a v ig o ro u s  e x is te n c e  fo r  a t le a s t two 
m o re  y e a rs  was A la b a m a , and the subsequent focus  o f th is  s tudy  
w i l l  be upon the  h is to r y  o f th a t tu rb u le n t  and e x c e p tio n a l R e a lm .
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c h a p t e r  V
t h e  r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  s c e n e  i n  A L A B A M A : P H A SE  O NE
N ig g e r , N ig g e r , N ig g e r , N ig ;
N ig g e r , N ig g e r , N ig .
N ig g e r , N ig g e r , N ig g e r , N ig g e r ,
N ig g e r , N ig g e r , N ig .^
In  the s to ry  o f A la ba m a  R e c o n s tru c t io n , th e re  is  m uch  of 
the u sua l and a g re a t d ea l o f the u nusua l. F ro m  the t im e  the w a r 
ended, f o r  tha t p e r io d  o f some ten y e a rs , the t r a in  o f events in  
A la b a m a  c lo s e ly  a p p ro x im a te d  tha t o f s e v e ra l o th e r  s ta te s  o f the 
la te  C o n fe de ra cy . T h e re  was the u tte r  c o n fu s ion  and a pp re he n s ion  
o f the f i r s t  m onths o f the peace, the cau tious  o p t im is m  engendered  
by the p re s id e n tia l p la n s , the h a s ty  e m e rge n ce  o f la te n t n a tive  
"u n io n is ts "  m a n e u v e rin g  fo r  the p lace s  o f p ow e r b e lie ve d  due the m  
fo r  th e ir  p as t " lo y a lty ,  "  the e n tra n ce  o f these m en  in to  the 
R e p u b lica n  p a r ty  and th e ir  subsequent d is il lu s io n m e n t as th e ir  
"p la c e s "  in  the p a r ty  w e re  c a p tu re d  by n o r th e rn  s o jo u rn e rs , the 
R a d ic a l d o m in a tio n  u n d e r the c o n g re s s io n a l p ro g ra m  w h ich  p ro ­
duced u n to ld  h o r ro r s  to  the m ind s  o f m o s t n a tive  w h ite s , and.
D e m o c ra tic  o r  C o n s e rv a tiv e  p ap ers  p r io r  to  1868 e le c t io n s . T h is  
is  f ro m  M o u lto n  A d v e r t is e r , Sept. 11, 1868, w h ich  noted tha t i t  was 
" to  be Sung . . .  at the C o u rtho use , in  the m a rk e t p lace , and w hen ­
e v e r tw o  o r  m o re  R a d ic a l /  p o li t ic ia n s  w e re  g a th e re d  to g e th e r. "
135
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f in a l l y ,  the d ra w in g  o f the  c o lo r  lin e  w h ich  re s u lte d  in  the u lt im a te  
m a s te ry  o f the s ta te  by the new m o d e l D e m o c ra tic  p a r ty . T h ro u g h ­
ou t, th e re  was a lso  the p ro b le m  of ra c ia l d is h a rm o n y  w h ich  
o b tru d e d  w ith  an e n o rm ity  o f fe a r ,  h a tre d , and t r a v a i l  upon w hat was 
e s s e n t ia l ly  a co n te s t fo r  p ow e r. A l l  o f th is  was f a i r l y  ty p ic a l.
The p e c u lia r it ie s  o f A la b a m a  R e c o n s tru c t io n  a ro se  to a 
la rg e  degree  f ro m  c o n d itio n a l c irc u m s ta n c e s  w h ich  have a lw ays  
s tro n g ly  in flu e n c e d  the h is to r y  o f the s ta te . P r im a r i ly  these  fo rc e s  
s tem  f ro m  a com m on d e n o m in a to r — the u nusua l g e o g ra p h ic a l 
n a tu re  o f the s ta te . A la b a m a , o f c o u rs e , is  not unique  in  h av ing  had 
its  c h a ra c te r  shaped by its  p h y s ic a l fe a tu re s , but g eography  has c e r ­
ta in ly  been one o f the m o re  obv ious d e te rm in a n ts  o f th a t d eve lo pm en t, 
and p erhaps  m o re  so than  fo r  m o s t s ta te s . In  m id -n in e te e n th  cen ­
tu r y  i t  was e s p e c ia lly  n o tice a b le .
T h e re  a re  fo u r  d is t in c t  g e o g ra p h ic a l d iv is io n s  in  A la b a m a  
w h ich  extend g e n e ra lly  f ro m  eas t to w e s t a c ro s s  the s ta te . These 
a re a s , f ro m  n o r th  to south , a re  the Tennessee V a lle y ,  the rough  
h i l ly  and m ounta inous  c e n tra l s e c tio n , the f e r t i le  B la c k  B e lt,  and 
the c o a s ta l p la in . In  each o f these s e c tion s  a re  d is t in c t iv e  lo c a l 
fe a tu re s  w h ich  d e te rm in e d  ro u te s  o f im m ig ra t io n  in to  the s ta te , 
a re as  o f s e tt le m e n t, c o m m u n ic a tio n  lin e s ,  e con om ic  g ro w th , and 
p o l i t ic a l  a f f in it ie s .  I t  is  beyond the scope o f th is  s tudy  to  exam ine  
th is  m a tte r  in  depth but i t  is  c le a r  tha t in  the tu rb u le n t  decade
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b e fo re  the C iv i l  W a r and in  tha t succeeding  i t ,  in t ra s ta te  s e c tio n a l­
is m  and p o li t ic a l f ra g m e n ta t io n , w h ich  w e re  la rg e ly  the re s u lt  o f 
the g e o g ra p h ic a l fa c to rs ,  w e re  as m uch  the ru le  as the excep tion . 
The v a r ia t io n s  o f top o g ra p h y  and d is s im iltu d e  o f s o c ia l and e co ­
n o m ic  t ra d it io n s  o f the re s id e n ts  o f th is  young sta te  p ro du ced  p o l i t i ­
c a l c o m p lic a tio n s  in  the I8 5 0 's  w h ich  c a r r ie d  o v e r in to  the w a r 
y e a rs  and R e c o n s tru c tio n . ^ The m o s t ve x ing  c o m p lic a tio n s  and the 
co n te s ts  w e re  between the Tennessee V a lle y  and the B la c k  B e lt  
re g io n s , w h ich  a lw ays  v ie d  fo r  s u p re m a cy , w ith  the a d ja ce n t a re as  
e n jo y in g  the ba lance  o f p o w e r ro le .  The D e m o c ra tic  p a r ty  was 
g e n e ra l ly  p re d o m in a n t in  A la b a m a  p o li t ic s  f ro m  1847 to 1860 but i t  
was a p a r ty  in  f lu x ,  w h e re  patro n ag e  and su ccess was m o re  im p o r ­
ta n t than p r in c ip le .  I t  was w e ig h te d  down — o r  in  a n o the r sense, 
s u p p o rte d  — by a generous m e a su re  o f w h ig g is h  c o n s e rv a tis m  when 
the  once s tro n g  W h ig  P a r ty  was la rg e ly  a bso rb e d  by the la te  1850 's . 
T h a t was a lw a ys  an uneasy a ll ia n c e ,  h ow e ve r, and m any o ld  
A la b a m a  W higs w ent in to  the w a r ye a rs  c a llin g  th e m s e lv e s , fo r  
w a n t o f a n a tio n a l o rg a n iz a tio n , the O p p o s itio n  P a r ty .  O ld  s e c tio n a l 
d if fe re n c e s ,  w ith  p o l i t ic a l  co n c o m ita n ts , w e re  not e a s ily  fo rg o tte n .
F o r  the p re -w a r  decade see L e w y  D o rm a n , P a r ty  P o l i t ic s  
in  A la b a m a  f ro m  1850 th rou g h  1860, A la b a m a  State  D e p a rtm e n t o f 
A rc h iv e s  a n c ^ H is to ry  H is to r ic a l and P a t r io t ic  S e r ie s , No. 13 
(W etum pka  / A l a . / ,  1935), p a s s im .
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I t  w o u ld  be these e a rn e s t W h ig  U n io n is ts  and o th e r a s s o r te d  a n t i-  
D e m o c ra ts  who te m p o ra r i ly  e m b ra ce d  R e p u b lic a n is m  a fte r  the w a r 
in  the e f fo r t  to  w re s t  pow e r f ro m  the D e m o c ra tic  e lite .  T h e ir  
u lt im a te  fa i lu r e ,  due to r a c ia l m a tte rs ,  is  a now fa m i l ia r  s to ry ,  
but the agony and d is tre s s  in  the p o li t ic s  o f R e c o n s tru c t io n  A la b a m a  
is s u e d  f ro m  these o ld  s e c tio n a l s o re s  as w e ll as f r o m  the fe d e ra l 
im p o s it io n s .  I t  w ou ld  take  the c o n tin u ing  q u a nd a ry  o f the b la c k  vote  
and the a lie n  c o n tro l o f i t  to  b r in g  about a te m p o ra ry  s u b lim a tio n  o f 
t ra d i t io n a l a n ta go n ism s in  the in te re s t  o f w h ite  su p re m a c y . A nd  i t  
was th is  s e c tio n a l seasoning  w h ich  he lped  p ro du ce  the d is t in c t iv e  
f la v o r  o f A la ba m a  R e c o n s tru c t io n ; a ltho ug h  th is  is  not to im p ly  tha t 
s im i la r  e lem en ts  w e re  not p re s e n t in  o th e r  s ta te s . N e v e r th e le s s , 
taken  tog e th e r w ith  c o m p lic a tin g  fa c to rs  such as a h e a v ily  lo c a liz e d  
b la c k  p o p u la tio n , a s tro n g  U n ion  Lea gu e , an in o rd in a te  n u m b e r o f 
ca rp e tb a g g e r type s , and a s p o ra d ic a lly  v ib ra n t  K la n , i t  p ro du ced  
in  the s ta te  a v e ry  in te re s t in g  fe rm e n t,  to say the le a s t.
F o r  som e f i f t y  days a fte r  M a y  4, 1865, w hen G e n e ra l 
R ic h a rd  T a y lo r  s u rre n d e re d  a t C it r o n e l le ,  A la b a m a , and a l l  
re m a in in g  C onfe de ra te  fo rc e s  e as t o f the M is s is s ip p i la id  down 
th e ir  a rm s , A la b a m a  was v i r tu a l ly  w ith o u t c iv i l  g o ve rn m e n t. I t
John W ith e rs p o o n  D uB ose , A la b a m a 's  T ra g ic  D ecade , 
e d ite d  by Jam es K . G re e r  (B irm in g h a m , 1940), 3; F le m in g , C iv i l  
W a r and R e c o n s tru c t io n , 262; L .  D. M i l le r ,  H is to r y  o f A la b a m a
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was a p e r io d  w h ich  the p re m ie r  h is to r ia n  o f A la b a m a  R e c o n s tru c t io n , 
W a lte r  L . F le m in g , re fe r re d  to as "T h e  In te rre g n u m . "  The 
C o n fe de ra te  G o v e rn o r, Thom as W a tts , and o th e r  s ta te  le a d e rs  w e re  
a r re s te d  and the l i t t le  re m a in in g  p o lic e  p ow e r o f the s ta te  g o v e rn ­
m e n t e vap o ra te d . A lth o u g h  some p e rp le x e d  lo c a l o f f ic ia ls  s tayed  
on a t th e ir  p o s ts , the o n ly  re c o g n iz a b le  a u th o r ity  in  the s ta te  was tha t 
o f the U n ite d  S ta tes A rm y ,  w h ich  f r o m  the June, 1865, re o rg a n iz a tio n  
te m p o ra r i ly  g ove rn ed  A la b a m a  as a M i l i t a r y  D e p a rtm e n t w ith in  the 
D iv is io n  o f the A rm y  o f the Tennessee . G e n e ra l C. R . W oods 
com m anded  the D e p a rtm e n t w ith  h e a d q u a rte rs  a t M o b ile .
T h e re  had been a g re a t d ea l o f v io le n c e  in  A la b a m a  d u r in g  
the w a r a p a r t  f ro m  the m i l i t a r y  a c t iv it ie s ,  p a r t ic u la r ly  in  the h i l l  
co un ties  in  the n o r th -c e n t r a l a re a . ^ C e ssa tio n  o f o f f ic ia l  h o s t i l i t ie s
(B irm in g h a m , 1901), 237; and R ic h a rd  T a y lo r ,  D e s tru c tio n  and 
R e c o n s tru c t io n : P e rs o n a l E x p e rie n c e s  o f the L a te  W a r (New Y o rk , 
1879), 227 -2 8 .
^ F le m in g ,  C iv i l  W a r and R e c o n s tru c t io n , 262 -6 3 .
and R e c o n s tru c t io n , 1865-1877 (B a ton  Rouge, 1967), 2 0 -22 . T h is  
co m m a nd  sys te m  was a lte re d  s e v e ra l t im e s  b e fo re  A la b a m a  e ven tu ­
a l ly  becam e a p a r t  o f the T h ird  M i l i t a r y  D is t r ic t  u n d e r the 
R e c o n s tru c t io n  A c ts  o f 1867.
^The  C o n fe de ra tes  had been tro u b le d  c o n t in u a lly  by the 
c e le b ra te d  " t o r y "  and "m o s s b a c k "  fa c t io n s  in  th a t re g io n  who 
w a nte d  no p a r t  o f the w a r. See W e s le y  T h om pso n, The F re e  S tate 
o f W in s to n  (W in fie ld  /A la .  / ,  1968), p a s s im .
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d id  n o t end th a t u n o f f ic ia l tu r m o il;  in  fa c t  i t  p ro b a b ly  becam e w o rs e  
d u r in g  th is  lapse  o f c iv i l  a u th o r ity .  T h e re  w e re  o ld  s c o re s  to  be 
s e tt le d  and the s c a tte re d  fe d e ra l tro o p s  w e re  in c a p a b le  o f p o lic in g  
the e n t ire  s ta te . Indeed , f ro m  e x is t in g  a ccou n ts , a f a i r l y  good case 
can be made tha t these g a r r is o n  tro o p s  in c ite d  o r  in s p ire d  som e o f 
the te n s io n .^  I t  is  o n ly  n a tu ra l th a t th e re  w e re  re s id u a l a n im o s itie s  
be tw een conque red  and c o n q u e ro r, e s p e c ia lly  w hen m any o f the o ccu ­
p a tio n a l tro o p s  w e re  b la c k . On the  o th e r hand, i t  sh ou ld  be noted 
th a t la te r ,  when A la b a m ia n s  w re s t le d  w ith  C o n g re s s io n a l 
R e c o n s tru c t io n , the p re s e n c e  o f fe d e ra l tro o p s  s o m e tim e s  s e rv e d  as 
a s ta b il iz in g  and q u ie t in g  fo rc e  a p p re c ia te d  even by some lo c a l 
w h ites .®  In  the e a r ly  days a fte r  the w a r ,  h o w e v e r, p ass io n s  w e re  h igh  
and p ra c t ic a l ly  e v e ry  m an , w h ite  and b la c k , c a r r ie d  o r  k e p t a le th a l 
weapon. The w h ite s  fe a re d  some s o r t  o f N e g ro  u p r is in g ,  w h ic h  the 
b la c k s , re v e lin g  in  d is p la y  o f th e ir  new fre e d o m s , d id  not d is p e l.
The p o o r ly  d is c ip lin e d  t ro o p  s e rv e d  as p ro v o c a te u rs , w ith  the re s u lt  
o f a l l  o f th is  being th a t the s lig h te s t  im p u ls iv e  in c id e n t was l ik e ly  to
^ F le m in g ,  C iv i l  W a r and R e c o n s tru c t io n , 4 17 -2 0 ; W i l l ia jn  
E . W . Y e rb y , H is to ry  o f G re e n s b o ro , A la b a m a  (N o r th p o r t  M la._ /,  
1963), 51-60 . Y e rb y  re la te s  a long  undocum en ted  accou n t o f one 
such " t h r i l l in g  in c id e n t"  o f p e rs o n a l c o n fro n ta t io n  betw een fe d e ra l 
tro o p s  and lo c a l c it iz e n ry  w h ich  a lm o s t deve loped  in to  a f u l l  sca le  
r io t .
®Ku K lu x  R e p o rt,  "A la b a m a  T e s tim o n y , "  1178-81 .
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se t o ff  an e ru p tio n  o f v io le n c e . A dd  to  th is  k in e t ic  s itu a t io n  the 
com m on  c r im in a l  e le m e n t w h ich  took advantage  o f the u n s e ttle d  
c o n d itio n s  fo r  base p u rp o se s  and i t  is  no w o nd e r tha t th o u g h tfu l 
A la b a m ia n s  w o nd e re d  w h e th e r la w  and o rd e r  w o u ld  e v e r be 
re s to re d  and i f  p e rhaps  th e re  was no t s t i l l  m o re  " b i t t e r  f r u i t "  to 
com e. The f r u i t  d id  becom e m o re  b i t te r  fo r  som e p e rson s  in  
la te r  m o n th s , and the v io le n c e  and la w le s s n e s s  w ou ld  co n tin ue , but 
on a som ew ha t d if fe re n t  p lan e , le s s  spontaneous and m o re  o rg a n iz e d . 
R a c ia lly -o r ie n te d  s t r i f e  w o u ld  co n tinue  apace, but even in  th is ,  by 
1866 and a f te r ,  th e re  was so m e th in g  m o re  than  s im p le  b ig o try  
in v o lv e d . The s tru g g le  fo r  p o w e r was on and the s tru g g le  w o u ld  a t 
t im e s  becom e q u ite  p h y s ic a l.  The K u  K lu x  K la n  was d es tin ed  to be 
the agency fo r  m u ch  o f the v io le n c e , though by no m eans a l l  o f i t .
I t  w o u ld  seem  th a t the  tu rb u le n c e  was due p r im a r i ly  to the p o l i t ic a l  
c o m p e tit io n  i f  one o b s e rv e s , as d id  a re c e n t s tud e n t o f the p e r io d , 
th a t th e re  was a m a rk e d  d ec rea se  in  v io le n c e  "once  the n a tiv e s
9Ray G ra na d e, "V io le n c e : A n  In s tru m e n t o f P o l ic y  in  
R e c o n s tru c t io n  A la b a m a , "  A la b a m a  H is to r ic a l  Q u a r te r ly , X X X  
(F a l l  and W in te r ,  1968), 181-202 .
1877, "  A la b a m a  R e v ie w , X IV  (J u ly , 1961), 229 -3 0 .
 ̂^G ranade , "V io le n c e : A n  In s tru m e n t o f P o l ic y ,  "  op. c it .  ,
201.
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dan ge r o f o v e r s im p lif ic a t io n  in  such an o b s e rv a tio n  because m o s t o f 
the K la n  "o u tra g e s "  had ceased long  b e fo re  the D e m o c ra ts  re g a in e d  
co m p le te  c o n tro l.  F o r  th a t m a t te r ,  at the h e ig h t o f i ts  a c t iv it y  some 
K la n  o p e ra tio n s  — even the m o s t v io le n t ones — w e re  c le a r ly  apo­
l i t ic a l .  A nd  c e r ta in ly  the v ic io u s n e s s  and com m on  c r im in a l i ty  f ro m  
w h ich  a la rg e  p a r t  o f th is  u n re s t  s tem m e d  had l i t t le  to do w ith  p o li t ic s  
e xcep t th a t such e lem en ts  w e re  able  to th r iv e  in  the  p o w e r vacuum .
B y the  la te  s u m m e r o f 1865 A la b a m a  was sh ak ing  i t s e l f  out 
o f the d o ld ru m s  and a tte m p tin g  to o rg a n iz e  u n d e r the "p la n "  o f 
P re s id e n t A n d re w  Johnson . L e w is  E . P a rs o n s  was appo in ted  
P ro v is io n a l G o v e rn o r, a cho ice  th a t was p ro b a b ly  in flu e n c e d  by 
P a rs o n 's  re p u ta tio n  as an o b s tru c t io n is t  who had "a id e d  the 
C o n fe de ra cy  m a te r ia l ly  and dam ned i t  s p ir i t u a l ly .  "  H is  a p p o in t­
m e n t was s a t is fa c to r y  to  m o s t A la b a m ia n s  excep t the e x tre m e  " t o r y "  
fa c t io n  in  the n o r th e rn  p a r t  o f the sta te  who had expec ted  to c o n tro l 
a f fa ir s  because o f th e ir  a n t i-C o n fe d e ra te  a c t iv it ie s  d u r in g  the war'. 
A la b a m a  U n io n is ts  g e n e ra l ly  assen ted  in  the a p p o in tm e n t and accep ted  
i t  as a p a r t  o f th e ir  p la n  to u nse a t the a n te b e llu m  e lite .  T h e ir  hopes 
w o u ld  be p a r t ia l ly  dashed in  la te r  days as som e o f  the p re -w a r  
le a d e rs  o p p o r tu n is t ic a lly  m oved  in  a lon g s id e  o f these  sam e n o r th
l^ A lb e r t  B. M o o re , H is to ry  o f A la b a m a  (U n iv e rs ity  /A la .  /, 
1934), 461.
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A la b a m a  U n io n is ts  in  the n ew ly  fo rm e d  R e p u b lica n  P a r ty  and by 
as tu te  p o l i t ic a l  m a n e u v e rin g  ga ined  c o n tro l o f i t .
P a rs o n s ’ a d m in is tra t io n  was a v e ry  d i f f i c u l t  one as the 
p ro c e s s  o f p ro v is io n a l g o v e rn m e n t was n ove l to the A m e r ic a n  
e x p e rie n c e , and no one, in c lu d in g  P a rs o n s , knew  w hat its  pow ers  
o r l im ita t io n s  w e re . B a s ic a lly ,  he fo llo w e d  in s tru c t io n s  f ro m  
W ash ing ton  as to  the re s to ra t io n  o f c iv i l  g o v e rn m e n t in  the s ta te  and 
the re s to r in g  o f the p ro p e r  ba lance  w ith  the c e n tra l g ov e rn m e n t. One 
o f h is  f i r s t  d u tie s , on P re s id e n t Jo hn son 's  in s t ru c t io n s ,  was to o rd e r  
those  m en  who h e ld  m o s t o f the s ta te  and lo c a l o ff ic e s  a t w a r 's  end, 
and who co u ld  take  the a m n e s ty  oa th , to  re m a in  in  o ff ic e . T h u s , a 
sem b lance  o f c iv i l  a u th o r ity  was e s ta b lis h e d . Some o f the s te a d fa s t 
U n io n is ts  w e re  d isa p p o in te d  in  th is  as i t  m e a n t th a t the s e c e s s io n is ts  
w e re  a ga in  ensconced  in  p ow e r and th e ir  hopes o f d ire c t in g  
R e c o n s tru c t io n  w e re  te m p o ra r i ly  t h w a r t e d . A c t u a l l y ,  such  U nion 
m en  w e re  s t i l l  in  a good p o s it io n  to  ga in  p ow e r because a good ly  
n u m b e r o f the s ta te  and lo c a l o ff ic e rs  a p p a re n tly  w ou ld  n o t o r  co u ld
l^ S a ra h  W o o lfo lk  W ig g in s , "U n io n is t  E f fo r ts  to  C o n tro l 
A la b a m a  R e c o n s tru c t io n , 1865-1867, "  A la b a m a  H is to r ic a l 
Q u a r te r ly , X X X  (S p rin g , 1968), 51-64 .
55; P ro c la m a t io n  o f G o v e rn o r L e w is  E . P a rs o n s , J u ly  20, 1865, 
in  L e w is  E . P a rs o n s  P a p e rs  (A la b a m a  D e p a rtm e n t o f A rc h iv e s  apd 
H is to ry ,  M o n tg o m e ry ).
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(unde r e xecu tive  p ro s c r ip t io n ) ,  take the oath . A ls o ,  th e re  w e re  
n um ero u s  fe d e ra l jo bs  to  be f i l le d  th rou g ho u t the s ta te  and o n ly  
staunch U n io n is ts  co u ld  s u b s c r ib e  to the m uch  tou g he r " i r o n - c la d "  
oath  w h ich  was a p re re q u is ite  fo r  those p o s it io n s .
A  second m a jo r  ta s k  o f the P a rs o n s  a d m in is tr a t io n  was the 
c a ll in g  o f an e le c t io n  o f de legates fo r  a c o n s titu tio n a l co nve n tio n  
w h ich  was expected  to  m o d ify  the s ta te  c o n s titu tio n  to c o n fo rm  w ith  
the changed c o n d itio n s . The e le c t io n  o f de lega tes  was h e ld  on the 
la s t  day o f A ug u s t, 1865, and the a s s e m b ly  convened in  M o n tg o m e ry  
on S ep tem ber 12. B y S ep tem be r 30 i t  had co m p le te d  its  im p o r ta n t  
w o rk ; " re m a rk a b le  e v ide n ce , "  as one a u th o r pu t i t ,  " o f  h a rd  w o rk  in  
b r ie f  t im e . ^ T h e re  w e re  n in e ty -n in e  de lega tes  p re s e n t a t the con ­
ve n tio n , m o s tly  o ld  m en  o f c o n s e rv a tiv e  p e rs u a s io n . A lth o u g h  a 
h an d fu l o f the m , on one s id e , had s tro n g ly  s u p p o rte d  s e ce ss io n  in  
1861 and a no the r s m a ll c liq u e  w e re  e x tre m e  U n io n is ts , the m a jo r i t y  
was m ade up o f o ld  W h igs and c o n s e rv a tiv e  D e m o c ra ts  who had 
p la ye d  l i t t le  ro le  in  the s to rm y  se ce ss io n  s tru g g le . D e c id e d ly  in e x ­
p e r ie n c e d , i t  w as , n e v e rth e le s s , p ro b a b ly  as re s p e c ta b le  a g a th e r -
l^ D u B o s e , A la b a m a 's  T ra g ic  D ecade , 27 -29 .
^ ^ Ib id . , 45.
^ ^ Ib id . , 4 5 -46 ; F le m in g ,  C iv i l  W a r and R e c o n s tru c t io n , 
358 -6 4 ; M o o re , H is to ry  o f A la b a m a , 461 -6 4 .
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s e c e s s io n is ts  p re s e n t w e re  the a b le s t m e m b e rs  o f the conve n tio n  
and fo r  the m o s t p a r t  seem  to have a ccep ted  the re s u lts  o f the w a r 
p h ilo s o p h ic a lly .  T hey  w e re  p r im a r i ly  in te re s te d  in  p u rs u in g  w h a t­
e v e r co u rs e  they  m u s t fo l lo w  to b r in g  o rd e r  out o f the chaos o f the 
p a s t s ix  m o n th s .
D e s p ite  the fa c t io n a lis m  th a t m a n ife s te d  i t s e l f  in  the con ­
v e n tio n , w h ich  was m o s t ly  a s tru g g le  fo r  c o n tro l based on the o ld  
in t ra s ta te  s e c tio n a lis m  and S e c e s s io n is t/U n io n is t  is s u e s , the body 
a c te d  d e c is iv e ly  in  fo u r  im p o r ta n t  a re as  o f re s to ra t io n .  The f i r s t  
a c tio n  in v o lv e d  the fo r m a l a b o lit io n  o f s la v e ry  and the accep tance  
o f a d e c la ra t io n  th a t the s e c e s s io n  o rd in a n c e  was " n u ll  and vo id . "  
S eco n d ly , a l l  debts c re a te d  in  s u p p o rt o f the C o n fe d e ra cy  w e re  
re p u d ia te d . T h ir d ly ,  a c o n s titu tio n  was adopted  w h ich  gave the 
N e g ro  a l l  p e rs o n a l and p ro p e r ty  r ig h ts  en joyed  by w h ite s  w ith  the 
s ig n i f ic a n t  e xce p tio n  o f the f ra n c h is e .  F o u r th ly ,  and in  the sam e 
co n n e c tio n , the co n ve n tio n  s u m m a r ily  ta b le d  a p e t it io n  f r o m  M o b ile  
b la c k s  fo r  the r ig h t  to vo te . A l l  o f these  m a tte rs  w e re  c lo s e ly  con ­
s id e re d  fo r  a l l  th e ir  le g a l,  p o l i t ic a l ,  and s o c ia l ra m if ic a t io n s  and, 
though  a ppea ls  to p r in c ip le  w e re  w id e ly  in vo ke d , the d e c is io n s  w e re  
g e n e ra l ly  g rounded  upon exped iency . C e rta in  c o n d itio n s  had to be 
m e t. P re s id e n t  Johnson  had m ade c le a r ,  bu t beyond these  the d e le ­
gates w e re  not p re p a re d  to  go. F u tu re  p o l i t i c a l  c o n tro l was an 
is s u e  th a t was o n ly  s l ig h t ly  v e ile d  in  the im m e d ia c y  o f m e e tin g  those
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f i r s t - s t e p  c o n d itio n s . I t  em e rge d  b r ie f ly  in  the c o n s t itu tio n a l 
debates o v e r  the m a tte r  o f le g is la t iv e  a p p o rt io n m e n t, and h e re  one 
g lim p s e s  the t ru e  p a r t is a n  n a tu re  o f the scene. Now th a t the b lacks  
w e re  f re e  and to be coun ted  one fo r  one in  any census , the B la c k  
B e lt  a r is to c ra c y  s tood  to  g a in  even m o re  p ow e r in  the s ta te  a sse m b ly . 
T h is  sam e f ig h t  had been fou g h t be fo re  in  A la b a m a  but th is  t im e  the 
w h ite  coun ties  p re v a ile d  and w ro te  in to  the law  a p ro v is io n  f o r  co u n t­
in g  o n ly  w h ite s  fo r  re p re s e n ta t io n . Thus the o ld  B la c k  B e lt  d o m i-  
nancy was te m p o ra r i ly  le ssened.
The c o n v e n tio n -o rd e re d  e le c t io n  too k  p lace  on N o vem be r 30, 
1865, f o r  g o v e rn o r , som e lo c a l o f f ic ia ls ,  s ta te  le g is la to rs ,  and 
m e m b e rs  o f C o ng re ss . The le g is la tu re  was to  choose m o s t s ta te  
o ff ic e rs  and the two U n ite d  S ta tes se n a to rs . The c o n s titu tio n  i t s e l f  
was not s u b m itte d  to  the e le c to ra te  and was d e s tin e d  to re m a in  o n ly  a 
p ro v is io n a l one. The s ta te  g ove rn m e n t was o rg a n iz e d  und e r its  
p ro v is io n s ,  h ow e ve r.
T h re e  cand ida tes  announced fo r  g o v e rn o r , a l l  w ith  h o n o rab le  
re c o rd s  o f p u b lic  s e rv ic e  and a l l  f ro m  s tro n g  U n io n is t se c tion s  o f
^^ W ig g in s , "U n io n is t  E ffo r ts  to  C o n tro l A la b a m a  R e con ­
s tru c t io n ,  "  op. c it .  , 56; F le m in g , C iv i l  W a r and R e c o n s tru c t io n , 
3 64 -65; M a lc o lm  C. M c M illa n ,  C o n s titu t io n a l D e ve lop m e n t in  
A la b a m a . 1798-1901 (C hape l H i l l ,  1955), 95 -10 9 ; J o u rn a l o f the 
C o n s titu t io n a l C o nve n tion , 1865 (M o n tg o m e ry , 1865), 5 7 -59 , 76, 
67-68 .
19D uB ose , A la b a m a 's  T ra g ic  D ecade , 4 6 -47 .
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the  s ta te . The m an e le c te d  by a s u b s ta n tia l m a jo r it y  was R. M . 
P a tto n  o f L a u d e rd a le  C ounty, who had been n e ith e r  an a rd e n t 
s e c e s s io n is t n o r a ra d ic a l " lo y a lis t .  "  The v o te r  tu rn o u t was lig h t;  
som e 44, 870 to ta l as c o m p a re d  to 89, 579 in  the I8 6 0  p re s id e n tia l 
co n te s t. The d ec rea se  was p ro b a b ly  due, as W a lte r  F le m in g  
e xp la in e d  i t ,  to  "d e a th  and d is fra n c h is e m e n t o f v o te rs ,  "  and "th e  
in d iffe re n c e  o f south  A la b a m a  people  to the n o r th  A la b a m a  c a n d i­
d ates, T h e re  had been no m ad  s c ra m b le  fo r  the le g is la t iv e
p la c e s , and the le g is la tu re ,  when i t  a sse m b le d  on N o vem be r 20, 
w as "q u ite  s a t is fa c to r y "  in  the p la n te r  c la ss  v ie w p o in t,  c o n ta in ing  
m any o f the "b e s t m e n " o f the s ta te . F iv e  o f  the s ix  m en e le c te d  
to  C o ng ress  had opposed s e cess io n  but la te r  s e rv e d  the C o n fe de ra cy , 
and th e re fo re ,  in  the m in d s  o f the s tro n g e r  U n io n is ts , had c o m ­
p ro m is e d  th e ir  lo y a lty .  Some o f the U n io n is ts  v ie w e d  these  even ts  
w ith  a la rm  and, fe a r in g  th a t p ow e r was g ra v ita t in g  to the o ld  p re ­
w a r le a d e rs h ip , vo ic e d  fu t i le  p ro te s ts  a t th is  t im e  o v e r the g o v e rn -
22
m e n t's  inadequate  s u p p o rt f o r  th e ir  c la im s  to p o w e r. D e sp ite  such 
s n ip in g , P a tto n  was in a u g u ra te d  on D e c e m b e r 13, 1865, as the
^*^F le m in g , C iv i l  W a r and R e c o n s tru c t io n , 373.
^^D u B o se , A la b a m a 's  T ra g ic  D e cad e , 48.
^ ^W ig g in s , "U n io n is t  E f fo r ts  to  C o n tro l A la b a m a  
R e c o n s tru c t io n , "  op. c it .  , 57.
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tw e n tie th  g o v e rn o r o f A la b a m a  and P re s id e n tia l R e c o n s tru c t io n  
p ro ce e d e d  in  the s ta te . P a tto n 's  a d m in is tr a t io n  was la rg e ly  con­
c e rn e d  w ith  econ om ic  p ro b le m s , e s p e c ia lly  the  re s to ra t io n  o f  the 
c re d it  o f  the s ta te , e nco u rag e m e n t o f b us in e ss  d eve lo pm en t, and 
the c o m p o s itio n  o f a la b o r  code. D e sp ite  the w id e s p re a d  re a c tio n  
and n a tio n a l p o l i t ic a l  r a m if ic a t io n s  in  the la t te r  a re a  ( i .  e. , the 
"B la c k  C o de s"), the G o v e rn o r and h is  le g is la tu re  e l ic i te d  g e n e ra l 
co m m e n d a tio n  a t the t im e  and la te r .
A  p a r t ia l  r e a liz a t io n  o f the e x te n t and c h a ra c te r  o f the 
o p p o s itio n  th a t the R a d ic a l R e pu b lica ns  e n te rta in e d  to w a rd  P re s id e n t 
Jo hn son 's  p la n  o f re s to ra t io n  came in  e a r ly  1866 w ith  the re fu s a l o f 
C o ng re ss  to sea t the new m e m b e rs -e le c t  f r o m  the S outh, in c lu d in g  
those  f r o m  A la b a m a . The f u l l  e x te n t o f th a t o p p o s itio n  w o u ld  becom e 
know n  in  the ru n n in g  f ig h t  betw een Johnson  and the C o ng re ss  o v e r  the 
n e x t th re e  y e a rs . The q u e s tio n  o f "m o t iv a t io n "  on e ith e r  s ide  o f th is  
s tru g g le  has p ro du ced  abundant c o m m e n t o v e r the y e a rs  by h is to r ia n s  
and the f in a l re tu rn s  a re  not ye t in , bu t, w h a te v e r the g e n e ra tiv e  
fo rc e s .  C o ng ress  a t th is  ju n c tu re  began to get the u p p e r hand in  the 
c o n f l ic t  and A la b a m a  was le f t  in  a q u a s i - t e r r i t o r ia l  s ta tu s . P a tto n 's  
a d m in is tr a t io n  w o u ld  be p ro v is io n a l a ls o , and in  m a n y  w ays hedged 
about by m i l i t a r y  c o m m is s io n s , the F re e d m e n 's  B u rea u , p re s id e n tia l
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in te r fe re n c e , and fe d e ra l le g is la t io n .  I t  was not lo ng  u n t i l  the 
a u th o r ity  o f the c iv i l  g o v e rn m e n t had aga in  e roded  to the p o in t 
o f being in e ffe c tu a l because of being o v e r ru le d  so fre q u e n t ly  by 
fe d e ra l m i l i t a r y  and c iv i l  a u th o r it ie s .
I t  was a lso  d u r in g  th is  t im e  th a t the s p e c tre  o f b la c k  s u f­
fra g e  in tru d e d  s tro n g ly  upon the A la b a m a  p o li t ic a l scene. Some 
s ta te  le a d e rs  q u ite  e a r ly  began to  th in k  in  te rm s  o f l im ite d  b la c k  
S u ffrage  fo r  reasons  o f e xped iency  and n e c e s s ity . F ro m  the s tan d ­
p o in t o f p ra c t ic a l p o l i t ic s  c e r ta in  advantages w o u ld  have a tta ch e d  to 
Such a p lan , p a r t ic u la r ly  fo r  the B la c k  B e lt  s e c tio n , w h ich  w o u ld  
g a in  the m o s t v o te rs . N o rth  A la b a m a  w h ite s , m o m e n ta r ily  in  the 
ascendancy, w e re  n a tu ra l ly  h o r r i f ie d  by such schem es. Soon, h ow ­
e v e r , i t  becam e c le a r  to  a l l  th a t N e g ro  s u ffra g e  w o u ld  com e, no t by 
the g ra c e  o r  the m a n e u v e r in g  o f the s ta te  le g is la tu re ,  but as a 
d ire c t iv e  f ro m  above, and a c c o rd in g ly , on both s id e s , som e le a d e rs  
made p re p a ra tio n s  to s w a llo w  the " b i t t e r  p i l l "  o f b la c k  v o tin g  sa nc ­
tio n s . B la c k  B e lt  le a d e rs  re a d  the s igns  c o r re c t ly  as a chance fo r  
re s to re d  p ow e r th rou g h  c o n tro l o f N e g ro  vo tes . N o rth  A la b a m a  
w h ite s , both  the c o n s e rv a tiv e s  and e x tre m e  U n io n is ts , saw i t  as a 
th re a t  to  th e ir  le a d e rs h ip  in  the s ta te . The rh e to r ic  o f the day 
re v e a ls  an a lm o s t p a ra n o id  re v u ls io n  a t the id e a , but th e re  w as.
^ '^ F le m in g , C iv i l  W a r and R e c o n s tru c t io n , 386.
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a t the sam e t im e , a g re a t d ea l o f p lan n in g  going on. The re a l 
te s t o f p o s it io n s  on th is  c o n tro v e rs ia l m a tte r  w o u ld  come in  la te  
1866 and e a r ly  1867 d u r in g  the d is c u s s io n s  on the F o u rte e n th  
A m e nd m e n t. A lth o u g h  o p p o s itio n  to the p ro po sed  am e nd m e n t was 
p re d ic a te d  as m uch  upon the p ro s c r ip t io n  c lause  as the su ffra g e  
c la use , the one was m o re  a te c h n ic a l o p p o s itio n  and the o th e r 
e m o tio n a l. S t i l l ,  m any A la b a m ia n s  w e re  p re p a re d  to " lo o k  th is  
N e gro  q u e s tio n  d ir e c t ly  in  the fa c e , "  and a t le a s t one "N o r th  
A la b a m a  C it iz e n "  was a l l  fo r  "o u t-H e ro d in g  H e ro d  — th a t is ,  g iv ­
in g  the N e gro  a l l  the r ig h ts  o f an A m e r ic a n  C it iz e n , "  A f te r  a l l ,  he 
w ro te , " i f  a m an c a n 't  beat a N e gro  fo r  o ff ic e  he ought to go u n d e r ."^ ^  
The fe e lin g  was e x te n s ive  am ong c e r ta in  w h ite s  in  the a re as  
o f b la c k  c o n c e n tra tio n  th a t they, the p la n te r  c la s s , co u ld  ga in  
s tre n g th  th rou g h  the c o n tro l o f N e g ro  vo tes h o w e ve r m uch  they m ig h t 
be re p e lle d  by the p r in c ip le .  The s tro n g  U n io n is ts  in i t ia l l y  opposed 
i t  f o r  the sam e re a son  b u t a ls o  because the p ro p o se d  am endm ent 
made no s p e c ia l p ro v is io n s  fo r  the m any o f the m  who a ls o  w o u ld  be
^ ^ Ib id . , 386 -90 ; W ig g in s , "U n io n is t  E ffo r ts  to C o n tro l 
A la b a m a  R e c o n s tru c t io n , "  op. c it .  , 5 8 -59 ; H o ra ce  M ann Bond, 
"S o c ia l and E c o n o m ic  F o rc e s  in  A la b a m a  R e c o n s tru c t io n , "  J o u rn a l 
o f N e g ro  H is to r y , X X I I I  (J u ly , 1938), 327; K u  K lu x  R e p o rt, 
"A la b a m a  T e s t im o n y ,"  22-27 .
A d v e r t is e r , F e b ru a ry  23, 1867.
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v ic t im iz e d  by the te c h n ic a l it ie s  o f the p ro s c r ip t io n  c la use . I t  was 
a v e ry  in te re s t in g  s itu a t io n  and th e re  deve loped  a s p l i t  in  the ranks  
o f the  R e p u b lica n  P a r ty  o f the s ta te , in to  w h ich  m o s t U n io n is ts  had 
m oved. One fa c t io n , c a ll in g  i t s e l f  the "U n c o n d it io n a l U n ion  M en, " 
f u l ly  e nd o rsed  the e n t ire  c o n g re s s io n a l p ro g ra m  o f R e c o n s tru c tio n , 
a ltho ug h  a n o r th  A la b a m a  co nven tion  o f th is  g ro up  sent a re s o lu t io n  
to C ong ress  w h ich  sounded s tra n g e ly  "c o n d it io n a l! ' The m e m o r ia l 
p ra y e d  fo r  C o ng re ss , " in  e x e rc is in g  the p ow e rs  u n d e r the p ro po sed  
am e nd m e nt, to d is c r im in a te  betw een those  who w e re  co e rce d  . . .  by 
the u s u rp e rs  in to  a n ta go n ism  to the F e d e ra l g o v e rn m e n t, and a re  
now s u p p o rtin g  and a p p ro v in g  the U n ion. The m o re  c o n s e rv a tiv e
n a tiv e  w h ite  R e pu b lica ns  f e l l  g e n e ra l ly  by d e fa u lt in to  the "C o n d it io n a l 
U n ion  M e n "  ca te g o ry . U lt im a te ly  both  o f these  g roups  w ou ld  endorse  
b la c k  s u ffra g e  fo r  re a son s  o f e xpe d ien cy  and som e id e a lis m . In  the 
case o f the la t te r  g ro up , h o w e v e r, th e ir  s o c ia l in c o m p a t ib i l i ty  w ith  
the  b la c k s  and the m o re  r a c ia l ly  l ib e r a l  R a d ic a ls  le d  to th e ir  undoing  
w ith in  R e p u b lica n  ra n k s . B y  m id d le -1867 s ides  w e re  w e ll d ra w n : 
the b la c k -s w e lle d  R e p u b lica n  P a r ty  co n tin ue d  to be d om ina ted  by 
w h ite s , m o s t ly  o f the o ld  " t o r y "  e le m e n t, ra d ic a l "U n io n is ts ,  "  and 
n o n -n a tiv e s , w h ile  the b u lk  o f the  a n te b e llu m  le a d e rs , w h e th e r they
^ ^ M o u lto n  A d v e r t is e r ,  F e b ru a ry  9, 1867.
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had been s tro n g  s e c e s s io n is ts  o r  no t, w ou ld  o pe ra te  und e r the 
C o n s e rv a t iv e /D e m o c ra t ic  b anne r.
Long  b e fo re  th is  a rra n g e m e n t was s e tt le d , the A la ba m a  
R e c o n s tru c t io n  s itu a t io n  had been both  a g ita te d  and c o in p lic a te d  by 
the in tro d u c t io n  o f o th e r  fo r c e s ,  each o f w h ich  was su i g e n e r is  and 
a t once a c o rp o ra te  p a r t  o f the w hole  m is c e lla n y .  The m o s t n o te ­
w o rth y  o f these fo rc e s  w e re  the F re e d m e n 's  B u rea u  and the Union  
L eague , both  o f w h ich  g re a t ly  in flu e n c e d  the d ire c t io n  o f the 
R e pu b lica n  P a r ty  in  the s ta te .
Some note has p re v io u s ly  been m ade o f the a c t iv it ie s  o f the 
U n ion  League in  Tennessee  w h e re  i t  was q u ite  b ro a d ly  o rg a n ize d .
The League — L o y a l League , i t  was m o re  co m m o n ly  c a lle d  — 
m ade its  appearance  in  the n o r th e rn  p a r t  o f A la b a m a  m on ths b e fo re  
the end o f the w a r and b y  the c o n c lu s io n  o f h o s t i l i t ie s  was ra th e r  
e x te n s iv e ly  o rg a n iz e d  in  th a t p a r t  o f the s ta te . A t  f i r s t ,  i t  was o n ly  
the occup y in g  fe d e ra l tro o p s  who p a r t ic ip a te d  in  th is  R e pu b lica n  
o rg a n iz a tio n  but by the co n c lu s io n  o f the w a r m o re  and m o re  d is ­
a ffe c te d  n a tiv e  w h ite s  w o re  e n ro ll in g  o r  fo rm in g  th e ir  own " lo d g e s . "  
M o s t ly  they  w e re  the U n io n is ts  who had o pen ly  opposed o r  been 
lu k e w a rm  in  th e ir  s u p p o rt o f the C o n fe de ra cy . Some w e re  s in c e re ly  
a tt ra c te d  to the l ib e r a l  p r in c ip le s  o f the  p a r ty ;  o th e rs , o f co u rse , 
w e re  m o tiv a te d  by though ts o f the in te re s t in g  o p p o r tu n it ie s  w h ich  
m ig h t a c c ru e  to  those in  league  w ith  the p a r ty  th a t w o u ld  be d ic ta t in g
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re s to ra t io n .  No b lacks  a t f i r s t  belonged, but i t  has been e s tim a te d  
th a t by la te  1865 about o n e - th ird  o f the w h ite  v o tin g  p o p u la tio n  o f the 
n o r th e rn  coun ties  had a f f i l ia te d  w ith  the o rd e r .  L a te r ,  w ith  the 
e n fra n c h is e m e n t o f the fre e d m e n , the League becam e m o re  o r ie n te d  
in  th e ir  d ire c t io n ,  and the w h ite  m e m b e rs h ip  s te a d ily  d e c lin e d . A t  
tha t t im e , 1867 and a f te r ,  the hub o f the League s h ifte d  to  the B la c k  
B e lt  co un ties  w here  R e pu b lica n  s tre n g th  la y . The so u th e rn  co un ties  
w e re  n e v e r m uch  touched  by League a c t iv it ie s .  ^
W hen the U n ion  League began to c a te r p r im a r i ly  to the 
b la c k s , i t  lo s t  m uch  o f w hat l i t t le  " r e s p e c ta b il i t y "  i t  had m e r ite d  in  
the eyes o f m o s t w h ite s  and by 1867 i t  was a s o u rc e  o f p a r t ic u la r  
i r r i t a t io n  fo r  the m . The League was outdo ing  the w h ites  a t th e ir  
own gam e o f m a n e u v e rin g  the b la c k  vote  and th is  was p a in fu l,  not o n ly  
p o l i t ic a l ly  but s o c ia l ly  as w e ll.  The d is p la y s  o f independence, tha t 
w h ite s  c a lle d  "u p p itin e s s , "  and the n o tio ns  o f e q u a lity  being  vo iced  
by b la c k s , w e re  in  la rg e  m e a su re  the re s u lt  o f p s y c h o lo g ic a l a rm a ­
m e n t taken  on in  League m e e tin g s . A t  these League "c o u n c i l"  o r  
" lo d g e "  m e e tin g s  sh re w d  m a n a g e rs , m o s t o f them  n o r th e rn e rs .
^ S w 'a lte r L .  F le m in g ,  "T h e  F o rm a t io n  o f the U n ion  League 
in  A la b a m a , "  G u lf S ta tes H is to r ic a l M a g a z in e , I I I  (S ep tem ber, 1903), 
76 -88 ; F le m in g , C iv i l  W a r and R e c o n s tru c t io n , 556 -59 ; Bond,
"S o c ia l and E c o n o m ic  F o rc e s , "  op. c it .  , 317; W ig g in s , "U n io n is t  
E f fo r ts  to C o n tro l A la b a m a  R e c o n s tru c t io n ,"  op. c it .  , 59; K u  K lu x  
R e p o r t , "A la b a m a  T e s tim o n y , "  305, 487, 783, 897.
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e m p loye d  r i tu a ls  and c a te c h is t ic  p ro g ra m s  fa r  re m o v e d  f ro m  the 
s im p le  c e re m o n ie s  o f e a r l ie r  League days when the b la cks  had not 
been a c o n s id e ra tio n . The ta c t ic s  now used , in v o lv in g  m uch  f r a te rn a l 
and m y s te r io u s  m u m b o - ju m b o  and o a th -s w e a r in g , w e re  c le a r ly  
des ig n ed  to e x c ite  the u n s o p h is tic a te d  fre e d m e n  and to im p re s s  upon 
the m  the n e v e r-e n d in g  o b lig a t io n s  to the p a r ty  o f L in c o ln .
The w h ite s  now , fo r  the m o s t p a r t,  e v in ce d  a g re a t d ea l o f 
h o r r o r  and re v u ls io n  a t these  d eve lo pm en ts , n o t o n ly  in  A la b a m a  but 
a l l  o v e r  the Deep South. I t  becam e q u ite  fa d d is h , e s p e c ia lly  am ong 
b a c k -c o u n try  jo u r n a lis ts ,  to a p p ly  to b lacks  the g e n e r ic  pseudonym , 
"A .  S. L o ilm a n . "
I t  a ls o  becam e p o p u la r to  a tta c k  the League  in  e v e ry  w ay 
p o s s ib le . M o s t ly  th is  was a rh e to r ic a l f la i l in g ,  and the c o n s e rv a ­
t iv e  p re s s  extended i t s e l f  in  s e a rc h  o f in v e c t iv e  s tro n g  enough to 
a p p ly  to these  "J a c o b in ic a l c lu b s , "  as the y  w e re  o fte n  c a lle d , but 
the a tta c k s  s o m e tim e s  w e re  o f a m o re  d ire c t ,  p h y s ic a l n a tu re . 
O s tra c is m  o f w h ite s  who re m a in e d  w ith  the League was com m on.
M any o f these  w e re  n o r th e rn e rs  — a rm y  m en, F re e d m e n 's  B u rea u  
age n ts , te a c h e rs , and o th e rs  o f the c a rp e tb a g g e r c la ss  — bu t som e 
n a tiv e  w h ite s  co n tinued  to  p la y  a ro le  in  League  a f fa ir s .  T h ey  w e re  
n o t tre a te d  to le ra n t ly  b y  th e ir  n e ig h b o rs . One T u s c u m b ia  re s id e n t 
p ro te s te d  to fe d e ra l a u th o r it ie s  the "a s s a u ltin g  w ith  s to n e s " o f h is  
"p la c e  o f b u s in e s s " ju s t  because the "A m e r ic a n  F la g  was e s c o r te d
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f r o m  o u r house to the Lodge of the U, L .  A . by m e m b e rs  o f the 
Lodge . "  He la m e n te d  th a t he was "know n and shunned" as a U n ion  
m an
A s the p o l i t ic a l  p o te ncy  o f the League becam e a p p a re n t, 
w ith  i ts  m ass o f t ra c ta b le  b la c k  v o te rs  p o r te n d in g  a p e rm a n e n tly  
e n tre n che d  ra d ic a l is m  in  the s ta te , the c o n s e rv a tiv e  side  began to 
p re s s  e ith e r  to  g a rn e r  som e o f those vo tes o r e lim in a te  the m . The 
p re s s u re  too k  v a r io u s  fo rm s ,  ra n g in g  f r o m  g en tle  p e rs u a s io n  to 
s t ro n g -a rm  ta c t ic s . Some few  b lacks  w e re  co nv inced  (p ro b a b ly  by 
e con om ic  p re s s u re ) , th a t they shou ld  renounce  the League. I t  seem s 
to have been a p a r t  o f c o n s e rv a tiv e  s tra te g y  to have these b a c k s lid e rs  
m ake  p u b lic  re c a n ta tio n s , as m any A la b a m a  n ew spape rs  in  1867 and 
1868 p u b lis h e d  such s ta te m e n ts . H o w e ve r, those  b lacks  who d id  d is ­
p la y  D e m o c ra tic  le a n in g s , w h a te v e r th e ir  re a s o n s , w h e th e r on 
p r in c ip le  o r  u n d e r c o e rc io n , w e re  g e n e ra lly  tre a te d  ra th e r  ro u g h ly  
by the League . A lth o u g h  i t  is  p ro b a b ly  too m uch to say c o n c lu ­
s iv e ly ,  as d id  W a lte r  F le m in g ,  th a t i t  was " m a r ty r d o m "  fo r  a b la c k  
m an  to " fo llo w  h is  o ld  m a s te r  in  p o l i t ic s ,  th a t m ay w e ll have 
been t ru e  fo r  c e r ta in  p laces  and c e r ta in  t im e s , f o r  th e re  w e re  m any
^ A .  E . B re s le r  to G e n e ra l W ager Swayne, J u ly  13, 1867, 
G e n e ra l L e t te r s  R e ce ived , 1867, F re e d m e n 's  B u rea u  R e c o rd s ,
RG 105, N A .
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
s c a tte re d  re p o r ts  o f p h y s ic a l c o r re c t iv e s  be ing  a p p lie d  to such 
a posta tes by the League. Such s tr in g e n t d is c ip lin e  p re sag ed  
R a d ic a l su ccess in  a re a s  o f heavy b la c k  c o n c e n tra tio n  and w h ite  
d is fra n c h is e m e n t and gave r is e  to  m o re  v ig o ro u s  a c tio n  on the 
p a r t  o f the w h ite s . P a r t  o f tha t a c tio n  (o r re a c t io n , f ro m  the 
w h ite  p o in t o f v ie w ), was the w o rk  o f the K u  K lu x  K la n . In  A la b a m a , 
as in  m o s t o th e r s ta te s , both  K la n s m e n  and a n ti-K la n s m e n  e xp la in e d  
o r  ju s t i f ie d  the K la n  in  te rm s  o f co m b a ttin g  the U n ion  League.
E s tim a te s  v a ry  as to the to ta l e n ro llm e n t o f the League in  
A la b a m a ; a ls o , i t  is  d i f f i c u l t  to d e te rm in e  when i t  e x p ire d . T h e re  is  
l i t t le  q u e s tio n , h o w e v e r, tha t the y e a rs  1867-68 saw the h e ig h t o f its  
a c t iv it y ,  e s p e c ia lly  in  conn ec tio n  w ith  the e le c tio n s  in  the la t te r  y e a r . 
I t  was then th a t the c o m p e tit io n  fo r  b la c k  vo tes was m o s t f re n z ie d . 
A n ti-L e a g u e  p ropaganda  spewed f ro m  the c o n s e rv a tiv e  p re s s , and 
in t im id a t io n  was e sca la te d . A t  the sam e t im e  c o n s e rv a tiv e s  w e re  
w o rk in g  in  q u ie te r  w ays to t r y  to g lean  som e o f th a t vo te  th e m s e lv e s . 
The L e a gu e 's  a tt ra c t io n s  w e re  g re a te r  though, and by c o n tro ll in g  the 
B la c k  B e lt  coun ties  i t  he lped  to c a r r y  the s ta te  fo r  G ra n t and the
^^K u  K lu x  R e p o rt, "A la b a m a  T e s tim o n y , "  283, 291, 362, 
381, 684, et p a s s im .
^ ^ Ku K lu x  R e p o rt , 'A la b a m a  T e s tim o n y , "  p a s s im , but see 
e s p e c ia lly  the te s t im o n y  o f e x -G o v e rn o r  R o b e rt L in d s a y , 170; 
N ic h o la s  D a v is , 781; and W il l ia m  R ic h a rd s o n , 818.
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R e pu b lica ns  by  a safe m a jo r it y .  I t  was a fte r  th is  e le c t io n  th a t the
o rg a n iz a tio n  began to d e c lin e , perhaps  because i t s  sp on so rs  fe l t
th e ir  w o rk  was c o m p le t e d , b u t  a lso  fo r  the t r a d i t io n a l ly  accep ted
re a son  th a t b lacks  w e re  beco m in g  som ew ha t d isen ch an ted  w ith
th e ir  w h ite  le a d e rs  who w e re  ta k in g  a l l  the m o re  re w a rd in g  o ffices.^"^
In  any even t, by 1870, the League was no lo n g e r fu n c tio n in g  w ith
any e ffe c tiv e n e s s . I t  is  a ls o  q u ite  p ro b a b le  tha t the heavy hand o f
the K la n  upon League m e m b e rs  d u r in g  these  peak y e a rs  b ro u g h t
about som e o f the f ra g m e n ta t io n  and w eaken ing  o f the o rd e r .  P r io r
to the 1870 e le c t io n s , a c a ll w ent out f ro m  n a tio n a l League head-
35
q u a r te rs  f o r  a r e v iv if ic a t io n  m o ve m e n t w h ich  a p p a re n tly  d id  not 
succeed. D u r in g  its  heyday in  A la b a m a , h o w e ve r, the Union  League 
was a s in g u la r  fo rc e  fo r  good o r  e v i l  depend ing  upon one 's  p o in t o f 
v ie w . I t  c e r ta in ly  h e lped  to in c u lc a te  w ith in  the c o m m u n ity  o f f re e d ­
m en  an aw areness  o f r ig h ts ,  m anhood, and c o lle c t iv e  s tre n g th .
On the o th e r hand, the p o l i t ic a l  r ig id i t y  i t  dem anded o f the b la c k s , to
t io n  V e rs u s  T r u t h , "  The A la ba m a  R e v ie w , X V  ( A p r i l ,  1962), 136.
^ '^F le m in g , C iv i l  W a r and R e c o n s tru c t io n , 567, 749.
^ ^ M o n tg o m e ry  M a i l , A u g u s t 20, 1870.
^^A  c e n tu ry  la te r  the same s o r t  o f in s t ru c t io n  w ou ld  be 
m o re  e ffe c t iv e ly  o ffe re d  by such o rg a n iz a tio n s  as the N . A . A . C . P . ,
C. O. F . O. , C. O. R. E . , S. N . C. C. , S. C. L .  C. , eL  ^  T h is  
la t te r - d a y  e f fo r t  shou ld  p ro ve  to be m o re  p e rm a n e n t because o f its  
p ro -b la c k ,  n o n -p a r tis a n  base.
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the v ir tu a l  e x c lu s io n  o f any c o n s e rv a tiv e  w h ite  in f lu e n c e , and the 
ra c ia l m i l i ta n c y  i t  no doubt fo s te re d , was g e n e ra l ly  in te rp re te d  
as in s o le n c e  by the w h ite s . The a m a lg a m a tio n  o f such fe e lin g s  
w ith  the la te n t ra c is m  a lre a d y  p re s e n t m o s t c e r ta in ly  he lped  to 
in te n s ify  the a lie n a tio n  o f the so u th e rn  ra ce s  w h ic h  has a lw a ys  been 
the  cu rs e  o f the land .
The second n o v e l fo rc e  in  A la ba m a  R e c o n s tru c t io n  a lso  
p laye d  an im p o r ta n t  p a r t  in  the e s tra n g e m e n t o f the  ra c e s . T h is  
was a fe d e ra l agency, the B u rea u  o f R e fugees, F re e d m e n , and 
A bandoned L an ds , g e n e ra l ly  c a lle d  the F re e d m e n 's  B u rea u . A lth o u g h  
it s  fu n c tio n s  w e re  m o re  s o c ia l and e con om ic  than  p o li t ic a l,  and its  
o b je c t iv e s  m o re  h u m a n ita r ia n  than  p ro v o c a tiv e , the v is io n a ry  in te n ­
tio n s  o f the B u rea u  o fte n  w ent a w ry  in  p ra c tic e  and w e re  a lm o s t 
a lw a ys  m is in te rp re te d  by A la ba m a  w h i t e s . I t  p e r fo rm e d  m uch 
the sam e way in  A la b a m a  as in  Tennessee  and, as was the case in  
m o s t o th e r p la c e s , in  A la b a m a  its  im p o r ta n t  w o rk  and success in  
the a re as  o f r e l ie f  and e du ca tio n  was la rg e ly  o b s c u re d  by the hea t 
o f ra c ia l and p o li t ic a l c o n tro v e rs y .
^^T h e  bes t s tud y  o f the B u re a u 's  A la b a m a  phase is  E liz a b e th  
B e th e l, "T h e  F re e d m e n 's  B u rea u  in  A la b a m a , "  The J o u rn a l o f 
S ou the rn  H is to r y , X IV  (F e b ru a ry ,  1948), 4 9-92 . M o s t o f the fo l lo w ­
in g  in fo rm a t io n  on the B u re a u , e xcep t when o th e rw is e  c ite d , 
g e n e ra l ly  fo l lo w s  the B e th e l a r t ic le  and F le m in g , C iv i l  W a r and 
R e c o n s tru c t io n , 421 -69 .
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The co m m a nd e r o f the A labanaa D is t r ic t  o f the B urea u  d u r ­
in g  m o s t o f the c r i t i c a l  y e a rs  o f R e c o n s tru c tio n  was G e n e ra l W ager 
Swayne w ith  h e a d q u a rte rs  a t M o n tg o m e ry . F ie ld  o p e ra tio n s  o f the 
B u rea u  w e re  handled  th rou g h  S u b -D is tr ic ts  w ith  the n um be r o f such 
d iv is io n s  v a ry in g  f ro m  t im e  to t im e  a c c o rd in g  to need and o th e r 
p ra c t ic a l c o n s id e ra tio n s  such as a v a ila b i l i ty  o f funds and p e rs o n n e l. 
Each  S u b -D is tr ic t  s e rv e d  s e v e ra l coun ties  and was the re p o r t in g  
h e a d q u a rte rs  fo r  the agents who d id  the w o rk  in  the f ie ld .  M o s t o f 
the agents w e re  m i l i t a r y  m en though a few  w e re  c iv il ia n s ,  (In  la te r  
y e a rs  the re v e rs e  was t r u e . )  S w ayne 's B urea u  t i t le  was A s s is ta n t 
C o m m is s io n e r , but a f te r  1866 he becam e m i l i t a r y  co m m a nd e r o f 
A la ba m a  as w e ll,  and th is  d ua l ro le  w ould  endure  u n d e r the d o c tr in e s  
o f c o n g re s s io n a l R e c o n s tru c t io n . B e ing  in  ch a rge  o f two d is t in c t  
m i l i t a r y  co m m a nd s, e x is t in g  s ide  by s id e , was an anom a lous  s itu ­
a tio n  fo r  Swayne w h ich  s o m e tim e s  p re s e n te d  p ro b le m s . P e tty  f r i c ­
t io n s  deve loped  betw een the m i l i t a r y  and B u rea u  tro op s  w h ich  
o c c a s io n a lly  pu t the G e n e ra l in  the p o s it io n  o f being  a re fe re e  in  
a d d itio n  to h is  m any o th e r d u tie s .
^®An in te re s t in g  s itu a t io n  deve loped  in  H u n ts v il le  betw een 
C o lo ne l J . B . C a llis ,  the B u rea u  S u b -A s s is ta n t C o m m is s io n e r , and 
C a p ta in  W il l ia m  B. O cc le s to n , the m i l i t a r y  co m m a nd e r a t H u n ts v il le .  
C a llis  th re a te n e d  to " r e p o r t  the fa c t  to y o u r s u p e r io rs "  i f  O cc le s to n  
d id  n o t c o n tro l h is  tro o p s  b e tte r .  O c c le s to n  re p lie d ,  say ing  in  
essence, tha t C a llis  shou ld  go to i t  "a n d  cease send ing  to  th is  H d Q trs  
any fu r th e r  th re a ts  o f such re p o r ts .  "  C a llis  then fo rw a rd e d  h is
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G e n e ra l Swayne seem s to have gotten  a long  q u ite  w e ll w ith  
m o s t w h ite s  in  A la b a m a , in c lu d in g  the v a r io u s  g o v e rn o rs  w ith  w hom  
he w o rk e d . He was b a s ic a lly  o b je c tiv e  and to le ra n t  in  h is  d ea lin g s  
w ith  s o u th e rn e rs , and fo r  a t im e  he was r e la t iv e ly  accep tab le  even 
to the c o n s e rv a tiv e  w h ite s  who knew  th a t th ing s  co u ld  have been m uch 
w o rs e . A f te r  he becam e m i l i t a r y  c o m m a n d e r, h o w e v e r, and the 
b lacks  re c e iv e d  the f ra n c h is e ,  Swayne, who stood  h igh  in  Union  
League c ir c le s  and th e re fo re  in  a v e ry  s tra te g ic  p o s it io n  v is - a - v is  
the fre e d m e n , l ik e  so m any fe d e ra l a u th o r it ie s  in  the South, got 
p o l i t ic a l  s ta rs  in  h is  eyes and began to c o n ce rn  h im s e lf  m o re  w ith  
p a r ty  m a tte rs  in  the s ta te  than w ith  h is  o f f ic ia l  d u tie s . A f te r  th is ,  
o f c o u rs e , he was an ana them a to c o n s e rv a tiv e s . In  la te  D e c e m b e r, 
1867, fo r  reasons tha t w e re  n e ve r m ade c le a r ,  Swayne was re m o ve d  
fr o m  h is  com m and  and o rd e re d  to re tu rn  to h is  re g im e n t. Q u ite  
l ik e ly  th is  o rd e r  em anated  f ro m  P re s id e n t Johnson  a t the u rg in g  o f 
A la b a m a  D e m o c ra ts . Such m oves w e re  s t i l l  open to the c h ie f e xecu ­
t iv e  in  h is  s tru g g le  w ith  the c o n g re s s io n a l ra d ic a ls .  B re v e t
le t te r  w ith  O c c le s to n 's  e nd o rsem en t on to Swayne w ith  the su gg estio n  
th a t "th e s e  tro o p s  be re lie v e d  and s o ld ie rs  p lace d  in  th e ir  stead . "
J . B . C a llis  to B re v e t M a jo r  W i l l ia m  B. O c c le s to n , w ith  e n d o rs e ­
m e n ts , Ja n u a ry  15, 1867, G en e ra l L e t te r s  R e ce ived , 1867, 
F re e d m e n 's  B u rea u  R e c o rd s , RG 105, NA .
^ ^ B e th e l, "F re e d m e n 's  B u rea u  in  A la b a m a , "  op. c it .  , 80; 
F le m in g ,  C iv i l  W a r and R e c o n s tru c t io n , 494.
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B r ig a d ie r  G e n e ra l J u liu s  Hayden succeeded Swayne in  the dua l c o m ­
m and ro le  and was ada m a nt in  h is  b e lie f  th a t B u re a u  agents shou ld  
a b s ta in  f ro m  p o li t ic s .  On o cca s io n  he re m o v e d  o f f ic e rs  f ro m  th e ir  
pos ts  fo r  such a c t iv it y  b u t was o v e r ru le d  by G e n e ra l H o w a rd , the 
head o f the B u re a u , w hose p o lic y  in  th is  m a tte r  was ra th e r  va c i l i a - 
to r y .  The la s t  a s s is ta n t c o m m is s io n e r  o f B u rea u  a f fa ir s  in  
A la b a m a  was C o lo ne l E d w in  B e e c h e r, who a ssum ed  the p o s it io n  in  
A u g u s t, 1868, a fte r  A la b a m a  had been re s to re d  to  the U n ion  and the 
m i l i t a r y  com m and  a ga in  se p a ra te d  f ro m  the B u re a u  com m and.
C o lo n e l B ee ch e r s e rv e d  u n t i l  the F re e d m e n ’ s B u re a u  te rm in a te d  its  
o p e ra tio n s  in  A la b a m a  in  1870.
The F re e d m e n 's  B u rea u  d id  m uch  good in  A la b a m a , e s p e c ia lly  
in  the f i r s t  y e a rs  a fte r  the w a r. In  those  m o n th s , when p o v e rty  and 
d e s titu tio n  w e re  ra m p a n t, l i t e r a l l y  m i l l io n s  o f ra t io n s  w e re  do led  out 
to  in d ig e n t b la cks  and w h ite s  a lik e .  I t  was the fe d e ra l g o v e rn m e n t's  
f i r s t  g re a t r e l ie f  e f fo r t  and i f  the dole  was s o m e tim e s  used fo r  
p o l i t ic a l  le v e ra g e , as ch a rge d , th a t s m a ll im p e r fe c t io n  m u s t be 
m e a s u re d  a g a in s t the o v e r a l l  b e n e fits  o f the  p ro g ra m .
In  the f ie ld  o f e du ca tio n , a ls o , th e re  can be seen som e p o s i­
t iv e  good in  the w o rk  o f  the B u rea u . In  c o n c e rt w ith  v a r io u s  n o r th e rn
^ ^ A m e r ic a n s  w o u ld  not p e rc e iv e  the r ic h  p o s s ib il i t ie s  o f 
bvelfare p o li t ic s  u n t i l  m any y e a rs  la te r .
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a id  s o c ie tie s  and m is s io n a ry  groups and la te r  in  c o n ju n c tio n  w ith  the 
s ta te  b oa rd  o f edu ca tio n , the B urea u  w o rk e d  h a rd  a t the bus iness o f 
educa ting  the fre e d m e n . A lth o u g h  the n um be rs  o f b lacks  b e n e fit in g  
was re la t iv e ly  s m a ll (the peak y e a r o f 1866-67 ended w ith  som e 9799 
p u p ils  e n ro lle d , th is  be ing  fa r  above the a v e ra g e ), i t  w as, n e v e rth e ­
le s s , a f a i r  b eg inn ing  fo r  b la c k  e duca tion  in  the s ta te . Sad ly , th is  
w e ll- c o n s tru c te d  fou n da tion  was g e n e ra lly  a llo w e d  to d e te r io ra te  a fte r  
re s to ra t io n ,  but some o f the schoo ls  e s ta b lis h e d  d u r in g  th is  t in ie  by 
the  B u rea u  o r the p h ila n th ro p ic  g roups  s t i l l  e x is t  as p a r t  o f the p u b lic  
s y s te m . Then  too , i t  sh ou ld  be noted, th is  phase o f B u rea u  w o rk  was 
m uch  le ss  a p p re c ia te d  by the w h ites  than was the w e lfa re  p ro g ra m . 
The c ru s a d in g  ze a l o f the te a c h e rs  touched the s e n s it iv i t ie s  o f n a tive  
w h ite s  who w e re  not w h o lly  co nv inced  o f the e ff ic a c y  o f educa ting  
N e groes  in  the f i r s t  p lace . A s  som e b la cks  began to f la u n t th e ir  new ­
found  s o p h is t ic a tio n , i t  was n a tu ra lly  taken  as in s o le n c e  and con­
v in c in g  ev idence  o f the im p ro p r ie ty  o f the w hole  idea . The g re a t 
m a jo r i t y  o f those who tau g h t in  these schoo ls  and la te r  in  the b la c k  
p u b lic  schoo ls  w e re  n o r th e rn e rs  and th is  was a so u rce  o f i r r i t a t io n  
as w e ll.  M o s t w h ite s  cam e to v ie w  the schoo ls  m uch  as the y  d id  the 
Union  League lo dg e s ; as ce n te rs  p ro m o tin g  b la c k  m i l i ta n c y  and 
R e pu b lica n  d o c tr in e . T e a c h e rs  and sch oo l b u ild in g s  w e re  a ssa u lte d  
f re q u e n t ly  in  c e r ta in  s e c tio n s  o f the s ta te , the K la n  p la y in g  a p ro m i­
nen t ro le  in  the a c tio n . T h e re  is  l i t t le  doubt tha t the B u rea u  sch o o ls .
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and b la c k  p u b lic  s ch o o ls , too , fo r  th a t m a tte r ,  w e re  tin ge d  w ith  
R e p u b lic a n is m . T h is  p o l i t ic a l  in fe c t io n , a g g ra va te d  as i t  was by 
the r a c ia l p a rad ox , was m o s t in ju r io u s  to  the cause o f e duca tion  in  
the s ta te .
Thus the good th a t the B u rea u  d id  was ove rsha do w e d  in  the 
m ind s  o f w h ite  A la b a m ia n s  a t the t im e  and s in ce  by p re ju d ic e s  tha t 
i t  d id  not c re a te  but d id  h e lp  to  c u lt iv a te . In  the e d u c a tio n a l ro le  
and in  o th e r w o rk s  i t  p e r fo rm e d , such as re v ie w in g  w o rk  c o n tra c ts  
and g e n e ra lly  defend ing  fre e d m e n  in  th e ir  r ig h ts ,  the B u rea u  came 
to be one o f the m a jo r  v il la in s  to w h ite  c o n s e rv a tiv e s . Some o f its  
agents w e re  u n s c ru p u lo u s  — the c iv il ia n s  m o re s o  than  the m i l i t a r y  
m en  — and m any w e re  unab le  to  r e s is t  e n te r in g  p o li t ic s .  The 
te m p ta tio n  to  do so was g re a t because they  w e re  in  an advantageous 
p o s it io n  w ith  b la c k  v o te rs  and o fte n  doubled  as U n ion  League 
o rg a n iz e rs .  B u t i f  the g e n e ra l c a lib e r  o f d o c u m e n ta ry  ev idences
"^^B ethe l, "F re e d m e n 's  B u rea u  in  A la b a m a , "  op. c it .  , 
p a s s im ; F le m in g , C iv i l  W a r and R e c o n s tru c tio n , 624 -31 .
'^^The am oun t o f m a te r ia l in  the F re e d m e n 's  B u rea u  
R e co rds  is  s ta g g e r in g  (RG 105, N A ). The B u rea u  had a v e ry  th o r ­
ough re p o r t in g  s y s te m  and in  the re p o r ts  and co rre spo n de n ces  o f 
agen ts , s u b -a s s is ta n t c o m m is s io n e rs , a s s is ta n t c o m m is s io n e rs , 
c o m m is s io n e r , and o th e r  a s s o r te d  people  up and down the lin e  th e re  
is  a w e a lth  o f s t i l l  u nm ine d  m a te r ia l .  I t  is ,  as e a r l ie r  no ted , an 
e x c e lle n t re s o u rc e  a re a  fo r  K la n  s tudy  as a gen ts , d u r in g  c e r ta in  
p e r io d s ,  m ade re g u la r  re p o r ts  on "o u tra g e s "  in  th e ir  lo c a le s .
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and s o lic itu d e  fo r  the fre e d m e n , who a f te r  a l l  w e re  th e ir  re a son  fo r  
be ing , then th e re  m u s t have been co n s id e ra b le  good in  th a t w h ich  
seem ed e v i l  to  so m any p eople . The ta n g ib i l i ty  o f th a t good o r  e v il,  
w h ic h e v e r i t  w as, is  no t the o n ly  c o n s id e ra tio n  in  the m a tte r .  P e r ­
haps m o re  im p o r ta n t  is  w hat the people  b e lie v e d , because i t  is  f ro m  
co n c e p tio n a l im p re s s io n s  o f a s itu a t io n  tha t in i t ia l  responses  as w e ll 
as h is to r ic a l t ra d it io n s  g e n e ra lly  s p r in g . A t  the r is k  o f fu r th e r  con ­
c e p tu a liz in g , i t  does seem  c le a r  tha t m o s t s o u th e rn e rs  f i r m ly  
b e lie v e d  th a t the F re e d m e n 's  B u rea u  was bad. The sam e was tru e  
fo r  the L o y a l League. Some s u ffe ra n c e , th e re fo re ,  m ig h t le g i t i ­
m a te ly  be a cco rd e d  to those  w h ites  who d id  la sh  out a t the two 
g ro up s . F o r  a l l  tha t we have com e to u n d e rs ta n d  and a p p re c ia te  
today about the p o s it iv e  s ide  of R e c o n s tru c t io n , to the c o n s e rv a tiv e  
w h ite s  a t the t im e , g e n e ra l ly  speak ing , i t  was an u n m ix e d  w ro n g , 
and m o re  d e tr im e n ta l to the fou n da tion s  o f th e ir  s o c ie ty  than  the 
w a r i t s e lf .  The League and the B u rea u  w e re  the v is ib le  agents o f 
the new o rd e r  and thus the m o s t l ik e ly  re c ip ie n ts  o f r e ta l ia to r y  
a c tio n . In  a b ro ad  sense , then , the ra d ic a l a c tio n s  em p loyed  
a g a in s t those  g roups  w e re  m i l i t a n t  e x p re s s io n s  o f c o n s e rv a tis m  
and q u ite  le g it im a te  to the s te w a rd s  o f the o ld  ways o f the  South.
O f co u rs e , the a c tio n s  o f the B u rea u  and League agents w e re  
e q u a lly  as id e a lis t ic  and c o r re c t  c o n s id e re d  f ro m  an a n t ith e t ic a l 
f ra m e  o f re fe re n c e .
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D. H . B in gh am , an a c tiv e  n o r th  A la b a m a  U n io n is t and
R a d ic a l, v o ic e d  the ir o n y  o f the s itu a t io n  in  1867. B in gh am  was an
in v e te ra te  le t te r  w r i t e r  and in  one le t te r  he w ro te  to G e n e ra l G ra n t,
w h ich  tu rn e d  up in  F re e d m e n ’ s B urea u  f i le s ,  he o b se rve d :
T h e re  is  a c e r ta in  te m p e r am ong the g e n try  people  
h e re  /L im e s to n e  C o u n ty / th a t im pedes the w o rk  o f 
the B urea u  w ith  the re s u lt  th a t the c o lo re d  ra ce  is  
l i t t le  b e tte r  o ff  than  b e fo re  the w a r . . . .  Some of 
th is  c la ss  has p ra c tic e d  d ia b o lic a l c ru e lt ie s  on the 
fre e d m e n  and the F re e d m e n 's  B ^  o ff ic e rs  who a re  
a id in g  the m . These e x - re b i ls  /^sic7 a rc  a fr a id  . . . 
f o r  th e ir  ra n k  i f  the y  do not keep the b la c k  people  
down.
B in gh am  d id  no t see the w hole  p ic tu re ,  but he was la rg e ly  
c o r re c t  in  h is  v ie w . R a c ia l d o m in a tio n  d id  m ean c la ss  s ta b i l i ty .  I t  
m e a n t, in  a d d itio n , p o l i t ic a l  d o m in a tio n  and the re c a p tu re  and re te n ­
tio n  o f p ow e r. The re m a in in g  y e a rs  o f R e c o n s tru c t io n  w ou ld  see a 
p la y in g  out o f the s tru g g le  fo r  such o b je c t iv e s , and a l l  the fo rc e s  
w o u ld  be a t w o rk . B la c k s  w ou ld  o fte n  be the c e n te r o f a tte n tio n , 
but fo r  the m o s t p a r t  o n ly  as pawns.
^ ^ B in g h a m  to  G e n e ra l G ra n t, M a y  29, 1867, G en e ra l 
L e t te r s  R e ce ived , 1867, F re e d m e n 's  B u rea u  R e c o rd s , RG 105, 
NA .
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C H A P T E R  V I
T H E  R E C O N S TR U C TIO N  SCENE IN  A L A B A M A : F IN A L  PHASE
The l io n  is  in  h is  s lu m b e r .
A nd  the p a n th e r in  the b ra k e ;
The fo x  is  on h is  ra m b le s  
A nd  the o w l is  w ide  awake;
F o r  now 't is  noon o f darkne ss  
A nd  the w o r ld  seem s a l l  a s lee p ;
B u t som e s h a ll wake to  g lo ry ,
A nd  som e s h a ll wake to weep.
K u  K lu x ^
In  one o f its  la s t  a c ts , the p ro v is io n a l le g is la tu re  o f 
A la b a m a , in  Ja n u a ry , 1867, f i r m ly  re je c te d  the p ro p o se d  F o u r ­
tee n th  A m e nd m e n t. G o v e rn o r P a tto n  had v a c il la te d  in  h is  s u p p o rt o f 
the  am e nd m e n t bu t u lt im a te ly  cam e out s t ro n g ly  in  fa v o r  o f r a t i f ic a ­
tio n . He and G e n e ra l Swayne then used w hat in f lu e n c e  they had on 
the le g is la tu re ,  but to no a v a il .  ^ I t  was c le a r  to some sta te  le a d e rs  
a t th is  p o in t tha t accep tance  o f the a m endm ent was a c o n d itio n  to  be 
m e t by the s t i l l  u n - re c o n s tru c te d  s ta tes  p r io r  to be ing  re s to re d  to 
the U n ion . G o v e rn o r P a tto n  a p p a re n tly  u n d e rs to o d  th is  and had a lso  
c o r re c t ly  in te rp re te d  the  se tback  th a t the p re v io u s  f a l l  e le c tio n s  had
W e e k ly  P o s t , A p r i l  2, 1868.
^ F le m in g , C iv i l  W a r and R e c o n s tru c t io n , 396 -9 7 ; M o o re , 
A la b a m a , 468.
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been fo r  P re s id e n t Jo hn son 's  le a d e rs h ip . The A la b a m a  le g is la tu re ,  
h o w e v e r, fo llo w e d  the p re s id e n t 's  s ire n -s o n g  of o p p o s itio n  and the 
a d v ice  o f e x -G o v e rn o r  P a rs o n s , who though t the N o rth  w o u ld  
s u p p o rt Johnson  in  the m a t te r ,  and vo ted  aw ay i t s  la s t  chance fo r  
a q u ic k  r e c o n c il ia t io n  w ith  C o ng re ss .
B e tw een  O c to b e r, 1866, and F e b ru a ry ,  1867, a l l  o f the 
o th e r f o r m e r  C o n fe de ra te  s ta te s  e xcep t T ennessee  vo ted  a g a in s t the 
p ro p o s e d  am e nd m e nt and seem ed to  p re s e n t a s o lid  p h a la n x  o f 
o b s tin a c y  fo r  n o r th e rn  v ie w e rs . The S ou th 's  im ag e  o f c o n tr i te  su b ­
ju g a tio n  had a lre a d y  been s e r io u s ly  dam aged by the  M e m p h is  and 
New O rle a n s  r io ts  and th is  la te s t  exam p le  o f s o u th e rn  z e a lo try  was 
enough to co nv ince  even the m o d e ra te s  in  the N o rth  o f the need fo r  
s tro n g e r m e a s u re s .
C o ng ress  re sponded  by p ass in g  the R e c o n s tru c t io n  A c ts  o f 
1867, b ru s h in g  a s ide  P re s id e n t Jo hn son 's  o b je c t io n s . These a c ts , 
w h ic h  w e re  the re s u lt  o f la b o r io u s  c o m p ro m is e s  be tw een the ra d i­
c a l and m o d e ra te  w in g s  of the R e p u b lica n  p a r ty ,  p ra c t ic a l ly  r e le ­
gated  the  e x -C o n fe d e ra te  s ta te s  to the s ta tu s  o f t e r r i t o r ie s .  The 
ten  " r e b e l s ta te s "  w e re  d e c la re d  to  have "n o  le g a l S ta te  g o v e rn ­
m en ts  o r  adequate p ro te c t io n  fo r  l i f e  o r  p ro p e r ty ,  and w e re
The co m p le te  te x ts  o f these a c ts  a re  in  W a lte r  L .  F le m in g , 
ed. , D o c u m e n ta ry  H is to r y  o f R e c o n s tru c t io n  (2 v o ls .  , C le ve lan d , 
1 90 6-07 ), V o l. I, 401 -19 .
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d iv id e d  in to  f iv e  m i l i t a r y  d is t r ic t s ,  each u nd e r the c o n tro l o f a 
m i l i t a r y  c o m m a nd e r who was to have a lm o s t a bso lu te  p o w e r. The 
d u tie s  o f these c o m m a nd e rs  w e re  n um ero u s  but g e n e ra l ly  con­
s is te d  o f p ro te c t in g  a l l  p e rso n s  in  th e ir  in d iv id u a l and p ro p e r ty  
r ig h ts ,  s u p p re s s in g  d is o rd e r ,  and p un ish in g  d is tu rb e rs  o f the 
peace. T hey  co u ld  use the e x is t in g  co u r ts  o r  m i l i t a r y  t r ib u n a ls  a t 
t h e ir  d is c re t io n ,  e xcep t th a t a l l  death sentences w e re  s u b je c t to 
re v ie w . The o v e r r id in g  d u ty , h o w e v e r, was to  p re p a re  th e ir  
p ro v in c e s  fo r  re a d m is s io n  to s ta tehood. In  th is  c o nn ec tio n  they 
w e re  to  o ve rsee  the  re g is t r a t io n  o f v o te rs  and the c a llin g  o f a 
c o n s titu tio n a l c o nve n tio n  in  each s ta te . A l l  a d u lt m a le s  w e re  to be 
re g is te re d ,  ir re s p e c t iv e  o f ra c e , excep t those d is q u a lif ie d  by 
p a r t ic ip a t io n  in  the re b e ll io n .  A ls o , w h ite s  who w e re  u nd e r d is ­
a b il i t y  a c c o rd in g  to the s t i l l  u n ra t i f ie d  F o u rte e n th  A m e nd m e n t 
w e re  to  be e xc luded  as w e ll  as o th e rs  who cou ld  n o t s u b s c r ib e  to 
a c o m p lic a te d  lo y a l ty  oath . Once re g is t ra t io n  was c o m p le te , the 
c onven tions  w ou ld  m e e t and p re p a re  new c o n s titu tio n s . A s each 
c o n s titu tio n  was a ccep ted  by a m a jo r i t y  o f v o te rs ,  e le c tio n s  fo r  
g o v e rn o r and le g is la to rs  w ou ld  be conducted. F in a l ly ,  when the 
le g is la tu re s  ra t i f ie d  the F o u rte e n th  A m e nd m e n t and i t  becam e a 
p a r t  o f the C o n s titu t io n , and C ong ress  a p p ro ved  a l l  th is  a c tio n , the 
s ta te s  w o u ld  be re s to re d  to the U n ion  and th e ir  re p re s e n ta t iv e s  
re c e iv e d  by the C o n g re ss . U n t il these  re q u ire m e n ts  w e re  m e t, the
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e x is t in g  s ta te  g o ve rn m e n ts  w ou ld  be p ro v is io n a l and s u b je c t to  the 
a u th o r ity  o f the c e n tra l g o v e rn m e n t s y m b o liz e d  in  the p e rs o n  o f the 
m i l i t a r y  c o m m a nd e r.
U nde r th is  p lan  A la b a m a  becam e a p a r t  o f the T h ird  M i l i ­
t a r y  D is t r ic t ,  a long  w ith  G e o rg ia  and F lo r id a .  The com m and  was 
f i r s t  g iven  to G e n e ra l G eorge  H . T h om as , who was c o m m a nd e r o f 
the D iv is io n  o f the Tennessee  u nd e r the e x is t in g  m i l i t a r y  se tup . 
T h om as , h o w e v e r, asked  fo r  re le a s e  f ro m  the a s s ig n m e n t, and 
G e n e ra l John Pope was a ppo in ted  in  h is  p lace .  ̂ Pope f i r s t  m ade 
h is  h e a d q u a rte rs  in  M o n tg o m e ry , w ith  G e n e ra l Swayne as h is  
s e c o n d - in -c o m m a n d  fo r  the A la ba m a  S u b -D is tr ic t .  He s h o r t ly  
m oved  the D is t r ic t  h e a d q u a rte rs  to A tla n ta , e v id e n tly  because  he 
f e l t  G e o rg ia  was going  to  p re s e n t m o re  p ro b le m s  than A la ba m a . 
I n i t ia l l y  Pope seem s to  have been re c e iv e d  ra th e r  w e ll by 
A la b a m ia n s . One le a d in g  c o n s e rv a tiv e  pap e r p r in te d  a re s o lu t io n  
p ra is in g  h is  " s p i r i t  o f m o d e ra t io n "  and p led g in g  "e a rn e s t  and 
c o rd ia l c o o p e ra tio n . O th e rs  adopted m o re  o f a w a it-a n d -s e e  
a tt itu d e  b u t w e re  a t le a s t  not o pen ly  h o s t ile  in  the b eg in n ing . T h a t 
w o u ld  q u ic k ly  change, h o w e v e r, fo r  as Pope se t about execu ting  the
F le m in g , C iv i l  W a r and R e c o n s tru c t io n , 473 -7 4 ; S efton, 
The U n ited  S ta tes A rm y  and R e c o n s tru c t io n , 20.
^ M o n tg o m e ry  M a i l , A p r i l  21, 1867.
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R e c o n s tru c t io n  la w s as he saw th e m  he a lie n a te d  m any c o n s e rv a tiv e s  
who b e lie v e d  th a t he was going  beyond the le t te r  o f the la w . A la b a m a  
w h ite s  hoped tha t P re s id e n t Johnson , as c o m m a n d e r- in -c h ie f  o f the 
m i l i t a r y ,  w o u ld  be ab le  to a m e lio ra te  the law s in  th e ir  e xecu tion , 
bu t the y  w e re  to  be d is a p p o in te d . The d is t r ic t  co m m a nd e rs  re p o r te d  
d ir e c t ly  to  G e n e ra l G ra n t, who was be ing  e m b ra c e d  by the R a d ic a ls  
a t the t im e , and Johnson , fo r  som e s tra n g e  re a so n , d id  not a tte m p t 
to  s u b v e rt the  c o n g re s s io n a l p la n  by any o f the le g a l m eans s t i l l  open 
to  h im . Pope and Swayne began to p u rs u e  w h a t c o n s e rv a tiv e s  
tho u gh t to  be "e x tre m e  m e a s u re s , "  and the b r ie f  honeym oon betw een 
the G e n e ra l and A la b a m ia n s  q u ic k ly  passed. Soon he cam e to be 
c a s tig a te d  in  the s ta te  p re s s  g e n e ra l ly ,  and P re s id e n t Johnson  was 
b om ba rd ed  w ith  le t te rs  o f c o m p la in t.  C o n s e rv a tiv e  n ew spape r pub­
l is h e rs  w e re  g iven  m o re  re a son  to d is lik e  h im  when, in  A u g u s t, he 
is s u e d  an o rd e r  re m o v in g  a l l  o f f ic ia l  s ta te  a d v e r t is in g  f r o m  jo u rn a ls  
ju dg e d  to be o b s tru c t in g  R e c o n s tru c t io n  p o lic y .  T h is  o rd e r  a ffe c te d  
pap e rs  a l l  o v e r the s ta te  and caused a s to rm  o f p ro te s t  w h ich  se e m ­
in g ly  s ta r t le d  P ope, though not enough to cause any s o fte n in g  o f th is  
p o lic y  as long  as he had the com m and . ®
^S efton , The U n ited  S ta tes A rm y  and R e c o n s tru c t io n , 115 -17 . 
^ F le m in g ,  C iv i l  W a r and R e c o n s tru c t io n , 485 -8 7 .
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P o p e 's  a c tio n s  in  re g a rd  to the c iv i l  a u th o r it ie s  in  the 
s ta te , w hom  he cam e to  v ie w  as re a c t io n a ry  and o b s t ru c t io n is t -  
m ind ed , c re a te d  a s itu a t io n  w h e reb y  p ea ce fu l co ex is te nce  and 
c o o p e ra tio n  betw een m i l i t a r y  and c iv i l ia n  o f f ic ia ls ,  a t le a s t when 
the la t te r  w e re  o f c o n s e rv a tiv e  p e rs u a s io n , was p ra c t ic a l ly  
im p o s s ib le . H is  re p u ta tio n  w ith  the w h ite s  becam e so s u ll ie d  
th a t he has com e down in  h is to r y  as one o f the tw o  o r  th re e  "m o re  
o b je c t io n a b le "  o f the m a n y  g e n e ra ls  who s e rv e d  in  these  d is t r ic t  
a p p o in tm e n ts . A nd  in  the o ld e r  t ra d it io n s  o f R e c o n s tru c t io n  h is ­
to r y ,  i t  was d u r in g  h is  re g im e  tha t the s ta te  e n te re d  the "g lo o m i­
e s t p e r io d  o f h e r h is to r y .
D e s p ite  the a n tip a th y  Pope a ro u se d  in  the w h ite  p opu lace , 
he seem s n e v e rth e le s s  to  have been re la t iv e ly  s u c c e s s fu l a t h is  
d u tie s  o f e n g in e e rin g  the re s to ra t io n  o f the  s ta te s . He was
re m o v e d  in  la te  1867 and re p la c e d  by the m o re  p o p u la r G eorge  C.
10
M eade (a t P re s id e n t Jo hn son 's  d ire c t io n ) ,  bu t by then  m uch o f 
the g ro u n d w o rk  had been done. The cha rge s  th a t Pope had 
la un ch ed  a m i l i t a r y  d e s p o tis m , in t im id a tin g  c iv i l ia n  a u th o r it ie s  and 
la rg e ly  b ypa ss in g  c iv i l  c o u r ts  in  fa v o r  o f m i l i t a r y  t r ib u n a ls ,  w e re
Ib id . , 476 -7 7 ; J. G. R a n d a ll and D a v id  D o na ld , The C iv i l  
W a r and R e c o n s tru c t io n  (2d ed. , B os to n , 1961), 598; W . G. B ro w n , 
A . H is to r y  o f A la ba m a  (New Y o rk , 1903), 262.
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g ro s s ly  exag ge ra ted ; even F le m in g  was fo rc e d  to  a d m it a d e a rth  
o f h a rd  ev idence  to s u p p o rt th is  p a r t  o f the Pope in d ic tm e n t.
No doubt the t ru th  o f the m a tte r  is  th a t P o p e 's  a d m in is tr a t io n  was 
too  s tro n g ly  p o l i t ic a l ,  and Johnson was re a c tin g  to the R a d ic a l 
g e n e ra ls  in  the one w ay he co u ld  — by t r a n s fe r r in g  them .
G e n e ra l Swayne was re a s s ig n e d  a t the sam e t im e .
P r io r  to  tha t, though, u n d e r G e n e ra l P o p e 's  v ig o ro u s  
d ire c t io n ,  re g is t ra t io n  o f v o te rs  had been so s u c c e s s fu l th a t he was 
a b le  to c a ll fo r  an e le c t io n  in  O c to b e r , 1867, f o r  de lega tes  to  a con­
s t i tu t io n a l co nve n tio n  to  m e e t in  M o n tg o m e ry  on N o ve m b e r 5. B oth  
the re g is t ra t io n  d is t r ic ts  and the a p p o rtio n m e n t o f de lega tes  to the 
co nve n tio n  w e re  a rra n g e d  so as to  fa v o r  the b la c k  co un ties  a t the 
expense o f som e w h ite  co u n tie s . A la b a m a  U n io n is ts  w e re  g re a t ly  
d is m a y e d  a t w ha t was happen ing, f o r  the y  d is c o v e re d  th a t not o n ly  
w e re  m any o f the m  d is fra n c h is e d  u n d e r the R e c o n s tru c t io n  A c ts ,  
but now fe d e ra l o f f ic ia ls  seem ed to be a r ra n g in g  m a tte rs  as to 
r e tu rn  p ow e r to the B la c k  B e lt.  ^^
A  g re a t dea l o f e ne rg y  was expended by the R a d ic a ls  to 
e nsu re  th a t b la cks  re g is te re d  and vo ted . B o th  the  U n ion  League 
and the F re e d m e n 's  B u rea u  (u n o f f ic ia lly ) ,  d id  yeom an  s e rv ic e  in
^ ^ Ib id . , 489 -9 1 ; W ig g in s , "U n io n is t  E f fo r ts  to C o n tro l 
A la b a m a  R e c o n s tru c t io n , "  op. c i t . , 60.
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th is  cam pa ign . C o nve n tion s , p a ra d e s , b a rb e cu e s , and o th e r p ro ­
m o tio n a l events w e re  h e ld . The re s u lts  in d ic a te d  the success o f 
the e f fo r t ,  as r e g is t ra t io n  f ig u re s  ju s t  p r io r  to  the e le c t io n  showed 
som e 104, 818 b lacks  re g is te re d  out o f the to ta l o f 165, 81 3, and in  
the e le c t io n  i t s e l f  the c o n s e rv a tiv e s  w e re  sw am ped, re tu rn in g  o n ly  
two de legates co m p a re d  to  n in e ty -e ig h t  R a d ic a ls . T h e re  have been 
ch a rge s  th a t some re g is te re d  w h ite s  w e re  in t im id a te d  in  the e le c ­
t io n  and th a t b lacks  w e re  "m a rc h e d  to p o lls "  to  "v o te  e a r ly  and vo te  
o fte n , ^ but the fa c t o f the m a tte r  is  th a t b la c k  v o te rs  s im p ly  o u t­
n u m b e re d  w h ites  a t the t im e  and m any w h ite s  chose no t to vo te .
G e n e ra l O rd e r  No. 76, f r o m  P o p e 's  h e a d q u a rte rs , o rd e re d  
the co nve n tio n  to a sse m b le  a t M o n tg o m e ry  on the f i f t h  day o f 
N o v e m b e r and to "p ro c e e d  to fra m e  a c o n s titu tio n  a c c o rd in g  to the 
p ro v is io n s  o f the ac ts  above re fe r re d  to ^ R e c o n s tru c tio n  A c ts y . "
I t  was by a l l  a ccounts a ra th e r  d iv e rs e  a sse m b la g e , c o n ta in ing  s ix -  
15
teen  o r  e igh teen  b la c k s , a la rg e  n u m b e r o f n o r th e rn e rs  (B u re au  
O f f ic ia ls ,  m o s tly ; m a n y o f w hom  had been re g is t r a r s  as w e ll and 
had c e r t i f ie d  to th e ir  own e le c t io n s ) , n a tiv e  U n io n is ts , and
^^D uB ose , A la b a m a 's  T ra g ic  D e cad e , 111 -12 .
^ ^ L is ts  v a ry  as to the n u m b e r o f N e gro  d e le g a te s , a p p a r­
e n tly  because th e re  was som e doubt as to the ra c e  o f fo u r  o r f iv e  
m en . Ib id . , 1 14 -15; F le m in g ,  C iv i l  W a r and R e c o n s tru c t io n  in  
A la b a m a , 5 17 -18.
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e x - C o n fe de ra tes  who o b v io u s ly  had p e r ju re d  th e m s e lv e s  in  tak ing  
the  " te s t  oath . "  B o th  G e n e ra ls  Pope and Swayne w e re  in  re g u la r  
a ttendance  a t the co nve n tio n ; Pope o ffe r in g  a w e lc o m in g  speech in  
w h ic h  he a d v is e d  the de lega tes  to be f a i r  and te m p e ra te  in  th e ir  
d e lib e ra t io n s .  The de lega tes  resp on de d , p ra is in g  P op e 's  
g e n tle n e s s , f irm n e s s  and im p a r t ia l i t y .  ^^
A lth o u g h  the g re a t m a jo r i t y  o f d e lega tes  to  th is  co nve n tio n  
w e re  now o p e ra t in g  u n d e r the R e p u b lica n  la b e l i t  is  c le a r  th a t a l l  
o f the m  w e re  n o t b ona fide  R a d ic a ls . The vo tes  on the m o re  r a d i­
c a l p ro p o s a ls  in v o lv in g  touchy  r a c ia l m a tte rs ,  p u b lic  edu ca tio n , 
changing  o f coun ty  nam es, and e s p e c ia lly  the s e tt in g  o f v o te r 
q u a lif ic a t io n s ,  w e re  fa r  f ro m  una n im o us. M a n y  o f the n a tive  
w h ite  de lega tes  began to  fe a r  th a t the c a rp e tb a g g e rs  and a zea lous 
fe w  o f th e ir  own n u m b e r w e re  m o v in g  to g a in  c o n t ro l o f the s ta te  
b y  c a te r in g  to  and c o n tro ll in g  the b la c k  vo te . ^ T h e ir  fe a rs  w o u ld .
 ̂^ O ff ic ia l J o u rn a l o f t ^  C o n s titu t io n a l C onve n tion  o f the 
S ta te  o f A la b a m a  H e ld  in  the C ity  o f M o n tg o m e ry , N o v e m b e r 5, 
1867 (M o n tg o m e ry , 1868), 10-13 ; A p p le to n 's  A n n u a l C yc lo p ed ia  
(New Y o rk ,  1867), 30.
^ ^ J o u rn a l o f the  C o nve n tion , 1867, p a s s im .
^®A few  o f the  w h ite s  w e re  re s p e c te d  s ta te  le a d e rs  f ro m  
p re - w a r  days . M any w o u ld  h e n c e fo rth  la b o r  u n d e r the ta in t  o f 
s c a la w a g is m  a ltho ug h  th e ir  m o tiv e s  a t th is  m o m e n t w e re  e n t ir e ly  
h o n o ra b le . In  th is  g ro up  w e re  such m en  as Joseph H . Speed, 
B e n ja m in  W he lan , B . F .  S a ffo ld , H . C. S em ple , and pe rha ps  even 
E . W . P e c k , a ltho ug h  the la t te r  was o r ig in a l ly  a New Y o rk e r .
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o f c o u rs e , be re a liz e d ,  and som e few  abandoned R e p u b lic a n is m  a t 
th is  p o in t,  though o th e rs  w o u ld  a llo w  th e m s e lv e s  to  be c a r r ie d  
fu r th e r  a long  w ith  the p re v a il in g  c u r re n t  (and the i r r e s is t ib le  
u rg e  fo r  o ff ic e ) .
The m o s t c r i t i c a l  phase o f the c o n s t itu tio n a l conve n tio n  
was the debate co n c e rn in g  the f ra n c h is e .  The a rg u m e n ts  o v e r the 
v a r io u s  p ro p o s a ls  w e re  q u ite  hea ted  and la s te d  fo r  s e v e ra l days. 
T h e re  w e re  m a n y  d if fe re n t  su gg estio n s  m ade on th is  m a tte r  and 
the  R a d ic a ls  th e m s e lv e s  w e re  m uch  d iv id e d . The s u ffra g e  and 
d is fra n c h is e m e n t c la use s  f in a l ly  adopted  w e re  q u ite  e x tre m e , 
excee d ing  the re q u ire m e n ts  o f C o ng re ss  and the F o u r te e n th  A m e n d ­
m e n t, and in v o lv e d  a ra th e r  h a rs h  te s t oath . I t  was ju dg e d  tha t 
som e 40, 000 w h ite  m en  w o u ld  be e xc lud e d  f ro m  v o tin g  o r  h o ld in g  
o ff ic e  u n d e r these s t ip u la t io n s .  The n o r th e rn  d e lega tes  e s p e c ia lly  
seem ed d e te rm in e d  to p ro s c r ib e  enough " r e b e ls "  to  keep the 
ba lance  o f p o w e r. C u r io u s ly ,  som e o f the b la c k  de lega tes  w e re  
in c lin e d  to w a rd  le n ie n c y  in  th is  m a t te r .  ^
The o ld  U n io n is ts , p r im a r i ly  o f n o r th  A la b a m a , who had 
been s tru g g lin g  to  re ta in  com m and  o f p o l i t ic a l p o w e r in  the  s ta te , 
w o u ld  be h u r t  by the  new c o n s titu tio n  in  two d if fe re n t  w ays. F i r s t ,  
a l l  those  p ro s c r ib e d  u n d e r the p ro p o se d  F o u rte e n th  A m e nd m e n t
J o u rn a l o f the C o n ve n tio n , 1867, 3 0-18 7 , p a s s im ; 
F le m in g ,  C iv i l  W a r and R e c o n s tru c t io n, 524 -2 8 ; D uB ose , 
A la b a m a 's  T ra g ic  D e cade , 118 -28 .
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w e re  a ls o  d is fra n c h is e d  by the c o n s titu tio n , and th is  w ou ld  in c lu d e  
m any avow ed U n io n is ts  who had been "c o e rc e d "  in to  some m in o r  
C onfe de ra te  p o s it io n . One such U n io n is t d e c r ie d  the fa c t th a t the 
"h u m b le s t a n te b e llu m  o ff ic e h o ld e r  h ow e ve r m uch  he p re fe r re d  the 
Un ion, and ha ted  se c e s s io n , found  in  a lm o s t e v e ry  case, tha t in  the 
o p in io n  o f the G o ve rn m e n t, he was no le s s  a re b e l,  than Y ancey."^^ 
S econdly , the y  w e re  bound to  lo se  g ro un d  to  the B la c k  B e lt  se c tio n  
w ith  the e n fra n c h is in g  o f b lacks  and a n e w ly -a rra n g e d  re p re s e n ta ­
t iv e  s t ru c tu re  w h ich  w o u ld  be based on the e n t ire  p o p u la tio n  o f the 
sta te
T h e re  a re  a n u m b e r o f in e x p lic a b le  o d d it ie s  in  co nn ectio n  
w ith  the  ca m p a ig n  fo r  r a t i f ic a t io n  o f the new c o n s titu tio n  w h ich  was 
co m p le te d  on D e c e m b e r 6, 1867. One o f G e n e ra l P op e 's  la s t  
o f f ic ia l  a c ts  b e fo re  be ing  re p la c e d  by M eade was to c a ll fo r  a 
re fe re n d u m  on the c o n s titu tio n  and e le c t io n  o f d es igna ted  s ta te  
o f f ic e rs ;  th is  to  be h e ld  F e b ru a ry  4, 1868. In  the f i r s t  p lace  o n ly  
s ix ty -e ig h t  o f the h u n d red  de lega tes  had s ig ne d  the c o n s titu tio n . 
Then , som e o f those  who had e nd o rsed  the docu m e n t su bse qu e n tly  
w ent o u t and w o rk e d  a g a in s t i ts  r a t i f ic a t io n ,  w h ile  o th e rs , who had 
fa i le d  to  s ig n , o r  who had vo ted  a g a in s t i t  in  i t s  f in a l fo rm .
to  C o n tro l A la b a m a  R e c o n s tru c t io n , "  op . c i t . , 61. 
^ ^ Ib id . , 60 -61 .
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
s u pp o rted  r a t i f ic a t io n  and even ra n  fo r  o ff ic e  u n d e r its  p ro v is io n s .  
O b v io u s ly  th e re  was in  a l l  o f th is  som e a n ta go n ism  betw een 
p h ilo s o p h y  and p ra c t ic a l i ty .
A  to ta l o f f i f t y - e ig h t  o f the conve n tio n  de legates 
announced fo r  o ff ic e ,  in c lu d in g  th ir te e n  o f the b la c k s . The c a m ­
p a ig n  in  b e h a lf o f the c o n s titu tio n  and in d iv id u a l cand ida tes  was 
m uch  lik e  the one o f the p re v io u s  O c to b e r. A lm o s t a l l  R a d ic a l 
a tte n t io n  was d ire c te d  to  b la c k  v o te rs  w ith  the U n ion  League aga in  
q u ite  a c tiv e . The C o n s e rv a tiv e  p a r ty ,  now e nco m p ass ing  m o s t 
e x -W h ig s , a l l  D e m o c ra ts , and a few  e rs tw h ile  R e p u b lica n s , 
dec id e d  upon the s tra te g y  o f s ta y in g  aw ay f ro m  the  p o lls ,  as the 
R e c o n s tru c t io n  law  re q u ire d  th a t the c o n s titu tio n  had to  be vo ted  on 
by a m a jo r i t y  o f a l l  re g is te re d  v o te rs  b e fo re  i t  w o u ld  be a ccep tab le . 
T h is  was a d esp e ra te  a tte m p t to  take advantage o f one o f the lo o p ­
ho le s  in  the o r ig in a l R e c o n s tru c t io n  A c ts  w h ich  C ong ress  was a t 
the  m o m e n t m o v in g  to  re p a ir .  I t  w o rk e d  w e ll,  te m p o ra r i ly ,  fo r  
when the vo tes w e re  ta b u la te d , a ltho ug h  th e re  was an o v e rw h e lm ­
in g  m a jo r i t y  " f o r  the C o n s titu t io n , "  i t  was seen th a t som e 13,000  
too few  had vo te d  on the p ro p o s it io n . G e n e ra l M eade, a f te r  
in v e s t ig a tin g  the ch arge s  o f in t im id a tio n  and c o r ru p t io n  w h ich  
cam e f ro m  the  R a d ic a l cam p , conc luded  th a t the c o n s titu tio n  had
K lu x  R e p o rt,  "A la b a m a  T e s tim o n y , "  227.
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fa i le d  on i ts  m e r it s  and he so re p o r te d  to C o ng re ss , a sk ing  fo r  
a u th o r ity  to  re p e a t the w ho le  p ro c e s s .
C o n g re ss , h o w e v e r, a fte r  som e q u ib b lin g  on the m a tte r  
o f c o n tra v e n in g  i t s  own e n a c tm e n t, dec id e d  to  w a ive  the c o n d i­
t io n s  o f the R e c o n s tru c t io n  A c t  o f M a rc h  2, 1867, and a d m it 
A la b a m a  anyw ay, a long  w ith  the " r e c o n s tru c te d "  s ta te s  o f N o rth  
C a ro lin a , South C a ro lin a , L o u is ia n a , G e o rg ia , and F lo r id a ,  
P re s id e n t Jo hn son 's  ve to  o f the b i l l  was e a s ily  o v e r r id d e n . The 
la w , o f June 25, 1868, w h ic h  paved  the w ay fo r  A la b a m a 's  re a d ­
m is s io n  to the U n ion  a lso  e s ta b lis h e d  the fu n d a m e n ta l c o n d itio n  
th a t the c o n s t itu tio n a l p ro v is io n  fo r  N e g ro  s u ffra g e  shou ld  n e ve r 
be a lte re d .
Now i t  was the c o n s e rv a tiv e 's  t im e  to c r y  " f r a u d "  and 
" p e r f id y . "  A la b a m ia n s  w e re  d is tra u g h t to f in d  th a t C ong ress had 
no m o re  c o m p u n c tio n  abou t changing  the ru le s  in  o rd e r  to keep the 
advantage than  the y  th e m s e lv e s  had in  m is u s in g  th e m  fo r  the sam e 
p u rp o s e . T h is  p e r io d  — th ro u g h  the f a l l  e le c tio n s  — was p ro b ­
a b ly  the h ig h w a te r m a rk  o f f r u s t r a t io n  and confused  agony fo r  
w h ite s  o f the e n t ire  e ra . T h e re  seem ed l i t t le  hope o f s u c c e s s fu l
^ ^ Ib id . , 542 -44 ; D uB ose , A la b a m a 's  T ra g ic  D ecade; 138; 
M o o re , A la b a m a , 481
^ ^ Ib id . , 547 -5 2 ; U n ited  S ta te s S ta tu tes  at L a r g e , X V , 73- 
74. A la b a m a , as w e ll as m o s t o th e r s o u th e rn  s ta te s , d is re g a rd e d  
th is  "c o n d it io n "  in  la te r  c o n s titu tio n s  w h ich  e ffe c t iv e ly  d is f ra n ­
ch ise d  b la c k s .
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o p p o s itio n  a t the p o l i t ic a l  le v e l.  Some o ld  le a d e rs  w ith d re w  c o m ­
p le te ly  f r o m  p u b lic  l i f e .  A  few  le f t  the s ta te . O th e rs  now m oved  
to jo in  the in c ip ie n t  K la n  m o ve m en t, w h ich  m u s t have seem ed  to 
the m  the o n ly  v ia b le  c o m p e tit iv e  o p tio n  le f t  open. A lth o u g h  the 
w h ite s  began to c lose  ra n k s  as n e v e r b e fo re  in  A la b a m a  h is to r y ,  
the r a c ia l p o la r iz a t io n  was no t ye t p o l i t ic a l ly  e ffe c t iv e .  Too m any 
o f the m  w e re  u n d e r s u ffra g e  o r  o ff ic e h o ld in g  d is a b i l i t ie s ,  o r  
in fe c te d  w ith  n e g a tiv is m , and a s tro n g  m in o r i t y  o f n a tiv e  w h ite s  
s t i l l  p re fe r re d  to s tay  w ith in  the R a d ic a l cam p, s u ffe r in g  o s tra c is m  
and in d ig n it ie s  f ro m  th e ir  n e ig h b o rs  as the cos t o f the p o l i t ic a l  
o p p o r tu n is m  (o r  in  som e cases, id e a lis m ) .  In  a ny  e ven t, the co n ­
s e rv a tiv e  w h ite  c o a li t io n ,  though g ro w in g  in  s ize  and s p i r i t ,  cou ld  
do l i t t le  a t the m o m e n t e xcep t m ake  fu t i le  p ro te s t .  On the lo c a l 
le v e l the s e c re t  re s is ta n c e  g ro u p s , such as the K la n  and the K n ig h ts  
o f the W h ite  C a m e llia , w o u ld  o ffe r  an o u tle t fo r  e x p re s s in g  these  
f r u s tr a t io n s ,  bu t th e ir  successes  w e re  a l l  s h o r t - te r m  and q u ite  
l im ite d ;  p erhaps  even p ro v in g  d e tr im e n ta l to  the o v e r a l l  c o n s e r­
v a tiv e  cause. T h us , f o r  som e s ix  y e a rs  the R a d ic a ls  had ra th e r  
c le a r  s a il in g  in  the s ta te ; th e ir  b ig g e s t p ro b le m  b e in g  fra g m e n ta t io n s  
w ith in  th e ir  own ra n k s . C o n s e rv a tiv e  fe e lin g s  w e re  pe rha ps  e p it ­
o m iz e d  in  the s n e e rin g  co m m e n ts  o f one n o r th  A la b a m a  jo u rn a l 
w h ic h  acknow ledged  the " .  . . T im b u c to o  'C o n s tito o s h ' ra t i f ie d .
O f co u rse  ! B ayonets is  t ru m p s . N ig g e rs  is  K in g s . N a s ty c h u s e tts
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s c h o o lm a rm s  is  queens. A nd  R um p s h o u ld e r -s tra p p e rs  is  low  
Jacks in  the gam e.
The F e b ru a ry  vo te  w h ic h  had " r a t i f ie d "  the new c o n s t itu ­
t io n  had a lso  e le c te d  a f u l l  s la te  o f s ta te  and lo c a l o f f ic e r s ,  n e a r ly  
a l l  f ro m  the R a d ic a l p a r ty  and a h ig h  p e rcen tag e  o f th e m  o n ly  
re c e n t s e tt le rs  in  the s ta te . A  n a tiv e , W i l l ia m  H . S m ith  of 
Rando lph  C oun ty  was the new g o v e rn o r . D e s c r ib e d  by F le m in g  as 
a m an o f "n o  e x e c u tiv e  a b i l i t y ,  c a re le s s  o f the d u tie s  o f h is  o ff ic e ,  
and in  few  re s p e c ts  a f i t  p e rs o n  to  be g o v e rn o r , "  S m ith  was know n  
f o r  h is  in ten se  h a tre d  o f C o n fe de ra tes  and g e n e ra l d is l ik e  o f N e g ro e s . 
He seem s to have had the d e s ire  to be g o v e rn o r o f a few  thousand  
U n io n is ts , by the a id  and consen t o f the F e d e ra l a rm y . He re a l ly  
p lea se d  no one, being  too ra d ic a l f o r  the D e m o c ra ts  and not e x tre m e  
enough fo r  the  R a d ic a ls . C o n tr ib u t in g  to  h is  u n p o p u la r ity  w ith  h is  
co n s titu e n ts  v/as h is  w a r  re c o rd :  he had s ta r te d  out w ith  the  Con­
fe d e ra c y  but in  1862 had gone o v e r  to the  o th e r s ide  and he lped  
r e c r u i t  A la b a m ia n s  fo r  the  U n io n  a rm y . On the o th e r hand th e re  is  
h a rd ly  enough e v idence  to s u p p o rt the  h a rs h  ju d g m e n t o f S m ith  
re n d e re d  by one A la b a m a  h is to r ia n ,  who c a lle d  h im  " .  . . an a b o r ­
t io n , a m is c a r r ia g e  o f the p ro c e s s e s  o f A m e r ic a n  c iv ic s .
M o u lto n  A d v e r t is e r , June 15, 1868.
^ ^ F le m in g ,  C iv i l  W a r and R e c o n s tru c t io n , 7 35 -3 6 ; D uB ose , 
A la b a m a 's  T ra g ic  D ecade , 205, 221 -2 2 ; M o o re , A la b a m a , 481.
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E le c te d  lie u te n a n t-g o v e rn o r  was A n d re w  J. A p p le g a te , an O hio  
n a tiv e . U n ion  v e te ra n , and fo r m e r  F re e d m e n 's  B u rea u  agent.
He has t r a d i t io n a l ly  been p o r tra y e d  as the essence o f ca rp e tb a g g e r 
e v i l  and even a re c e n t r e v is io n is t ic  in te rp re ta t io n  o f A la b a m a  
c a rp e tb a g g e rs  a cknow ledges th a t A pp le ga te  was "a v a r ic io u s .
O f the o th e r  e le c te d  s ta te  e xe cu tive  o ff ic e rs  two w e re  n a tiv e  w h ite s  
and fo u r  had com e to  the s ta te  s ince  the w a r. In  the ju d ic ia l  b ra n c h  
n a tiv e  w h ite s  w e re  m o re  s u c c e s s fu l, "c a p tu r in g  n o m in a tio n s  fo r  a l l  
th re e  p lace s  on the S up rem e  C o u rt, f iv e  o f the s ix  p lace s  as 
C h a n c e llo rs , and e leve n  o f the tw e lv e  n o m in a tio n s  fo r  C ir c u i t  
Judges. A l l  o f  those  in i t ia l l y  e le c te d  to C o ng re ss  f r o m  the
s ta te , both  se n a to rs  and re p re s e n ta t iv e s ,  w e re  n o r th e rn e rs .
N a tiv e  w h ite s  w o u ld  com e to c o n tro l the c o n g re s s io n a l seats  in  the 
ensu ing  e le c t io n s , so th a t in  the w hole  o f R e c o n s tru c t io n , 1865 to 
1877, o n ly  n ine  o f t h i r t y - e ig h t  co n g re ssm e n  f r o m  A la b a m a  w e re  
c a rp e tb a g g e rs ; bu t in  th is  f i r s t  d e le g a tio n  f r o m  the " r e c o n s tru c te d "  
s ta te  they c o m p le te ly  d o m in a te d . One o f the tw o  s e n a to rs , W i l la rd
^ ^ W o o lfo lk , "C a rp e tb a g g e rs  in  A la b a m a , "  op. c i t . , 1 35 -36.
2 8 W ig g in s , "U n io n is t  E f fo r ts  to  C o n tro l A la b a m a  R e con ­
s t ru c t io n ,  "  op. c it .  , 6 2 -6 3 . W a lte r  F le m in g  re v e a le d  h is  s tro n g  
c o n s e rv a tiv e  b ias in  h is  d is c u s s io n  o f these e le c te d  o f f ic ia ls  as he 
in fe r re d  th a t th is  s ta te  g o v e rn m e n t was c o m p le te ly  d o m in a te d  by 
o u ts id e rs .  He n o te s , f o r  in s ta n c e , th a t G o v e rn o r S m ith  was f r o m  
G e o rg ia  and C h ie f J u s tic e  P e c k  f ro m  New Y o rk , when a c tu a lly  these 
tw o  m en (and o th e rs  so m is re p re s e n te d ) ,  had l iv e d  in  A la b a m a  m any 
y e a rs  b e fo re  the w a r .  C iv i l  W a r and R e c o n s tru c t io n , 7 35 -3 7 .
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W a rn e r o f O h io , has been c la s s e d  am ong the " id e a l is t ic ”  c a rp e t­
bagge rs  who w e re  in c o r ru p t ib le  and s in c e re ly  d e s iro u s  o f u p g ra d ­
ing  s o u th e rn  c iv i l iz a t io n .  He does seem  to have been le ss  o ffe n ­
s iv e  to h is  c o n s titu e n ts  than  to h is  R a d ic a l co lle ag u e  in  the Senate 
who denounced h is  " lu k e w a rm n e s s . G eorge  S pencer o f Iow a, the
o th e r s e n a to r ia l re p re s e n ta t iv e  a ls o  p e r fe c t ly  re p re s e n ts  the c a r ­
p e tb a g g e r s te re o ty p e . He s c ru p le d  a t n o th ing  to m a in ta in  h is  p lace  
o f p o w e r, even e n te r in g  in tr ig u e s  w ith  the D e m o c ra ts  to  enhance 
h is  p e rs o n a l p o l i t ic a l a g g ra n d iz e m e n t. F o r  y e a rs  he la rg e ly  con­
t r o l le d  p a tro n ag e  in  the s ta te . No b la c k  was e le c te d  to  a m a jo r  
o ff ic e  a t th is  t im e .
The R a d ic a ls  a b s o lu te ly  d om ina ted  the new le g is la tu re ,  
w h ic h  w o u ld  la s t  fo r  th re e  y e a rs . N in e ty -s e v e n  o f the  one h un dred  
H ouse m e m b e rs  and th i r t y - tw o  o f th i r t y - t h r e e  Senate m e m b e rs  
w e re  o f R a d ic a l o r ie n ta t io n .  A s  fo r  N e g ro  re p re s e n ta t io n , i t  is  
c le a r  th a t the m a jo r  p a r ty  was not y e t p re p a re d  to  d is t r ib u te  p ow er 
e q u a lly  am ong the ra c e s , as o n ly  one b la c k  s e n a to r was e le c te d  
and tw e n ty -s ix  le g is la to rs ,  d e sp ite  the fa c t  th a t the b la c k  race  
c o m p r is e d  o v e r  f o r t y - s ix  p e rc e n t o f the p o p u la tio n  a c c o rd in g  to
^ ^ F le m in g , C iv i l  W a r and R e c o n s tru c t io n , 739; D uB ose , 
A la b a m a 's  T ra g ic  D e cade , 342; W o o lfo lk , "C a rp e tb a g g e rs  in  
A la b a m a , "  op. c i t . ,  134.
op. c it .  , 136 -3 7 .
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1860 f ig u re s  and had a s u b s ta n tia l m a jo r i t y  o f re g is te re d  v o te rs  
a t the t im e . T h is  was the e x te n t o f "b la c k  d o m in a tio n "  in  the 
s ta te ; the y  w o u ld  n e v e r have a s tro n g e r vo ice  than  th is  on the sta te  
le v e l,  though in  fo l lo w in g  y e a rs  th e y  w o u ld  re c e iv e  an in c re a s e d  
s h a re  o f lo c a l o ff ic e s ,  in c o n s e q u e n tia l s ta te  p o s ts , and a few  o f 
the  fe d e ra l jo b s .
I f  i t  was not a c tu a lly  c o n tro lle d  and c o rru p te d  by the  b la c k s , 
th is  le g is la tu re  does seem  to  have p re s e n te d  a s o r r y  p ic tu re  to the 
p u b lic .  T h e re  was a p p a re n tly  s o m e th in g  o f a c a rn iv a l a tm o s p h e re  
o v e r  the f i r s t  few  se ss ion s  as b la c k s  packed  in to  the g a lle r ie s  to 
s hou t th e ir  a p p ro v a l o f the p ro c e e d in g s . V a r io u s ly  d e s c r ib e d  in  
te rm s  such as "s p e c ta c le , "  "h e a r t- re n d in g ,  "  and " p u t r id ,  "  by con­
s e rv a tiv e s  and th e ir  c h ro n ic le rs ,  the a s s e m b ly  se t about its  b u s i­
ness w ith  no s m a ll f e r v o r .  A lo n g  w ith  the s e r io u s  p u b lic  b u s i­
ness o f o rg a n iz in g  th e m s e lv e s , ra t i fy in g  the F o u r te e n th  A m e n d ­
m e n t, m a k in g  a p p ro p r ia t io n s ,  and deba ting  the is s u e s  a t hand, 
the le g is la tu re  passed  m a n y  "p e c u l ia r  and p e rs o n a l a c ts . "  Some 
tw e n ty  m e m b e rs  w e re  u n d e r in d ic tm e n t o r  c o n v ic t io n  fo r  c r im e s  o f 
a w id e  v a r ie ty ,  and b i l ls  w e re  passed  a t d if fe re n t  t im e s  re lie v in g  
m e m b e rs  o f p e n a ltie s  f o r  e v e ry th in g  f r o m  a d u lte ry  and a rs o n  to
^ \ b i d .  , 3, 491, 738.
^ ^ Ib id . , 739 -4 1 ; B o w e rs , T ra g ic  E ra ,  362; D uB ose , 
A la b a m a 's  T ra g ic  D e cad e , 223.
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r i o t  and m u rd e r .  B r ib e r y  seem s a lso  to  have been f a i r l y  c o m ­
m on. A t  le a s t a c c u s a tio n s , a lb e it  u ns u b s ta n tia te d , w e re  le v ie d  
ra th e r  f r e e ly  as to  m e m b e rs  a cce p tin g  b r ib e s  f ro m  an a s s o r t ­
m e n t o f ra i lr o a d ,  lo t te r y ,  and o th e r c o n tra c t in g  in te re s ts .  I t  was 
s a id  tha t some b la c k  m e m b e rs  even so ld  o u t ra th e r  ch ea p ly  to  the 
c o n s e rv a tiv e  s ide  when the la t te r  wanted  som e m in o r  b i l l  passed. 
T h is  is  p ro b a b ly  t ru e  on som e m a jo r  issu es  as w e ll ,  as i t  has been 
c o n v in c in g ly  shown th a t th e re  was no s m a ll a m oun t o f c o llu s io n  
b e tw een  "s im o n  p u re "  w h ite  c o n s e rv a tiv e s  and R a d ic a l le g is la to rs  
o f both  ra ce s  in  the m a tte r  o f r a i lr o a d  bond sch em es. O f co u rse  
i t  was the "B la c k  and T a n "  le g is la tu re  th a t re c e iv e d  the p u b lic  
c r im in a t io n s  fo r  such m is d e e d s . L a te r ,  som e o f  these sam e con ­
s e rv a tiv e s  w o u ld  p la y  le a d  ro le s  in  " r e d e e m in g "  the s ta te  f r o m  the 
" c o r r u p t "  R a d ic a l re g im e .
In  the  m e a n tim e , h o w e v e r, m o s t w h ite s  d e m o n s tra te d  
shock  and d is b e lie f  a t d eve lo pm en ts  in  the s ta te . The e d ito r  o f the 
c o n s e rv a tiv e  M o n tg o m e ry  D a ily  M a il p r in te d  a news ite m  f r o m  a 
n o r th e rn  p ap e r w h ich  s ta te d  th a t the "b u s in e s s  th a t passes th ro u g h
^ ^ Ib id . , 739; A c ts  o f A la b a m a , 1868, 414; A c ts  o f A la b a m a ,
186 9 -18 7 0 , 157, 336; D uB ose , A la b a m a 's  T ra g ic  D ecade , 227.
^'^Ku K lu x  R e p o rt ,  "A la b a m a  T e s tim o n y , "  231, 88L,, 1411, 
1424, 1468; M i l le r ,  A la b a m a , 254.
^^B on d , "S o c ia l and E c o n o m ic  F o rc e s  in  A la b a m a  R econ ­
s tru c t io n ,  "  op. c it .  , p a s s im .
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H e ll G ate, go ing  to  and f r o m  New Y o rk  is  im m e n s e . "  H is  co m m e n t 
was th a t the "b u s in e s s  th a t passes th rou g h  the sam e gate to  and 
f r o m  the A la b a m a  L e g is la tu re  is  s t i l l  m o re  im m e n s e . The
fe e lin g  was w id e s p re a d  th a t the w hole  g roup  in  M o n tg o m e ry  was 
e n r ic h in g  i t s e l f  a t s ta te  expense. B a ro n  Jacob  R o th s c h ild  passed  
aw ay about th is  t im e  and a b i t te r  l i t t le  jo k e  was p o p u la r iz e d  am ong 
w h ite s  w h ich  p u rp o r te d  to  be a d ia logue  betw een John C a rra w a y  
(N eg ro  le g is la to r  and b a rb e r)  and "a n o th e r b a r b e r "  co nce rn in g  
R o th s c h ild :
O the r b a rb e r :  'H ow  m u ch  was he w o th , ded you s a y ? '
C a rra w a y : 'F o ' h u n d red  m i l l io n  d o lla r s .  '
O th e r b a rb e r :  'G osha  m ig h ty  — he m u s ' a been in  the 
le g is la tu re  !
W h e th e r such w h o le sa le  ch arge s  a g a in s t the  le g is la tu re  
w e re  t ru e  o r  not is  le s s  s ig n iu if ic a n t  h is to r ic a l ly  than  the fa c t  tha t 
m o s t w h ite  A la b a m ia n s  b e lie v e d  them  to  be, fo r  i t  was upon th e ir  
b e lie fs  th a t the y  ac ted . I t  has been a m p ly  and s k i l l f u l ly  dem on­
s tra te d  by the re v is io n is t  h is to r ia n s  th a t "h ig h  ta x e s , m o u n tin g  
d eb ts , c o r ru p t io n ,  e x tra v a g a n c e , and waste  . . .  do not c o n s titu te  
the  co m p le te  re c o rd  o r  ra d ic a l re g im e s "^ ^  such as the one in
36.'D e ce m be r 17, 1868.
D u r in g  R e c o n s tru c t io n , "  The A la b a m a  R e v ie w , X V I I  (O c to b e r, 
1964), 246.
^^S tam pp, The E ra  o f R e c o n s tru c t io n , 176.
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A la b a m a . A l l  th a t th e y  say is  p ro b a b ly  t ru e  — the taxes and s k y ­
ro c k e tin g  s ta te  debts can be e xp la in e d  and ju s t i f ie d  fo r  the m o s t 
p a r t  on the b as is  o f p ro g re s s iv e  le g is la t io n  and re a l needs, and 
the c o r ru p t io n  and e x tra va g a n ce  ra t io n a liz e d  as p a r t  o f a n a tio n a l 
phenom ena o r  te m p e re d  on the p re m is e s  th a t the D e m o c ra ts  w e re  
no p u re r  w hen th e y  got th e ir  chance. B u t th e re  is  a c o l la te ra l 
m a t te r  h e re  th a t d e se rve s  som e a c k no w le d ge m e n t as w e ll,  and th a t 
is  th a t m o s t w h ite  c it iz e n s  o f  A la b a m a  d id  n o t u n d e rs ta n d  o r  a p p re ­
c ia te  the p ro g re s s iv e  le g is la t io n  b e ing  p ro v id e d  th e m  by th e ir  
a s s e m b ly , n o r  d id  the y  know  o r  g ive  a w h it  abou t any  n a tio nw id e  
c o r ru p t io n  o r  m a te r ia l is m .  W ha t they d id  know , o r  a t le a s t w h a t 
th e y  b e lie v e d  and re a c te d  to , was th a t the R a d ic a ls  had the p o w e r 
and w e re  u s in g  i t  to  e n r ic h  th e m s e lv e s  and b a n k ru p t th e ir  s ta te  in  
the  p ro c e s s . The c o n s e rv a tiv e  p re s s  p ro v id e d  the m e n ta l s t im u lu s  
f o r  the  m a in ten an ce  o f the  idea  ( t r a d it io n a lis t  h is to r ia n s  w o u ld  
c h ro n ic le  i t ) ,  and on the im p e llin g  fo rc e  o f such b e lie fs  the 
D e m o c ra ts  w o u ld  e v e n tu a lly  r id e  back in to  p o w e r. "A  c a rn iv a l o f
39
m is ru le  by a m is c re a n t ra b b le , "  was how one e d ito r  d e s c r ib e d  i t ,  
and th e re  is  l i t t le  re a s o n  to  b e lie v e  th a t m any o f h is  re a d e rs  though t 
o th e rw is e .  I t  m u s t have been c o n s c io u s ly  and p h y s ic a lly  a p p a llin g  
a t th is  p o in t fo r  the w h ite s  who b e lie v e d  w hat th e y  h e a rd  o f the
39
A thens  W e e k ly P o s t , A ug u s t 18, 1868.
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
1 8 7
g o in g s -o n  in  the s ta te  c a p ita l and o b s e rv e d  w hat seem ed to be
p a r a l le l deve lo pm en ts  lo c a l ly .  A nd  i t  was no doubt the fo rc e  o f
these id ea s  th a t d is tu rb e d  the re s ig n a tio n  p re v a il in g  s ince  the
c o n s t itu tio n a l se tb a ck .
T h e re  w o u ld  be a p re s id e n tia l e le c t io n  in  N o vem be r o f 1868,
and m a n y  w e re  ro u s e d  f r o m  th e ir  s tu p e fa c tio n  once m o re  to seek
r e l ie f  th ro u g h  a c tio n  —  both  p o l i t ic a l  and p h y s ic a l.  M uch  o f the
a c tio n  re s o r te d  to was c le a r ly  c r im in a l ,  as K la n  in t im id a tio n s  and
v io le n c e  in c re a s e d , and th e re  is  no q u e s tio n  bu t th a t i t  was co n -
s p i r i t o r ia l .  I t  is  im p o s s ib le ,  o f co u rs e , to ju s t i f y  the te r r o r is m
th a t abounded. I t  is  n o t im p o s s ib le  to u n d e rs ta n d  i t .  The s itu a t io n
w a s, as one yeom an w e s t A la b a m a  c o n s e rv a tiv e  pu t i t ,  " s im p ly  to
/ s i c /  m uch  fo r  a S o u th e rn  m an to  s w a llo w . "
The R a d ic a l s id e  was no le s s  conv in ce d  th a t its  p o s it io n
m u s t be h e ld  a t a l l  c o s ts . T h us , the  p re s id e n tia l ca m p a ig n  and
e le c t io n  o f 1868 was v e ry  tu m u ltu o u s  in  A la b a m a  as e ls e w h e re  in
the South. C o n s e rv a tiv e  w h ite s  o f the s ta te  put a s id e  p a s t p o l i t ic a l
d if fe re n c e s  to w o rk  to g e th e r  u n d e r the D e m o c ra tic  ban ne r and f o r  
41
the S e y m o u r -B la ir  t ic k e t  w h ile  the w h ite  and b la c k  R a d ic a ls  p u lle d
H o o le , ed. , M e m o irs  o f John L . H u n n ic u t t , 45.
^^S om e o ld  W h ig s  w in c e d  a t the la b e l and in s is te d  th a t the 
s ta te  o rg a n iz a tio n  be c a lle d  the D e m o c ra tic  and C o n s e rv a tiv e  
P a r ty  o f A la b a m a . B u t a f u l l  d e le g a tio n  was se n t to  the D e m o c ra tic
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o ut a l l  the s tops fo r  G ra n t and Cox. The ra ce s  vo te d  a g a in s t each 
o th e r in  m o re  u n if ie d  fa s h io n  than  b e fo re  and i t  was a c le a r  te s t  o f 
re la t iv e  s tre n g th s . B o th  s id es  w o rk e d  s tre n u o u s ly . The U n ion  
League and o th e r R a d ic a l agenc ies  w e re  a ga in  q u ite  a c tiv e  in  
m anag ing  the b la c k  v o te , r e s o r t in g  to the u s u a l h oop la  and p re s ­
s u re s . The D e m o c ra ts  w e re  e q u a lly  busy in  t r y in g  to get w h ites  
r e g is te re d  and to the p o lls .  The K u  K lu x  was e s p e c ia lly  e n e rg e tic  
d u r in g  the ca m p a ig n , p a r t ic u la r ly  in  lo c a liz e d  a re a s  o f the s ta te  
w h e re  i t  a p p a re n tly  t r ie d  to  o ve raw e  and u nn e rve  a b la c k  m a jo r it y .  
M any o f the c o n s e rv a tiv e  le a d e rs  w e re  s t i l l  d is fra n c h is e d  and o th e rs  
co u ld  not o r  w o u ld  not r e g is te r  because o f the oa th . N e v e r th e le s s , 
t h e ir  p a r ty  ra n  a v ig o ro u s  and c o n fid e n t ca m p a ig n . W hen the vo tes  
w e re  ta b u la te d  and re p o r te d , th e re  w e re  c r ie s  o f " fo u l"  f r o m  both  
cam ps. The D e m o c ra ts  g ru m b le d  th a t the a rm y  had been used  to 
h e lp  the  o p p o s itio n  and the  R a d ic a ls  c o m p la in e d  o f an a s s o r tm e n t o f 
in t im id a tio n s .  B o th  s id es  w e re  s u re ly  g u il ty ,  and no doubt both  
s ides w e re  e q u a lly  su re  th a t th e ir s  was the m o ra l ly  d e fe n s ib le  
a c tio n . The R a d ic a l s ta te  g o v e rn m e n t was s e v e re ly  shaken  by the 
re s u lts ,  w h ich  saw th ir ty - s e v e n  o f the  s ix ty - tw o  co un ties  go ing to
co nve n tio n  in  A u g u s t and the s ta te  was fo r m e r ly  re s to re d  to the 
n a tio n a l p a r ty .  D uB ose , A la b a m a 's  T ra g ic  D ecade , 217 -18 .
^ ^ K la n  o p e ra tio n s  in  th is  ca m p a ig n  w i l l  be d is c u s s e d  in  a 
la te r  c h ap te r.
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the D e m o c ra ts , in c lu d in g  even f iv e  w ith  b la c k  m a jo r it ie s ,  but the 
to p -h e a v y  vo te  in  the p opulous B la c k  B e lt  s e c tio n  was s u ff ic ie n t  to 
c a r r y  the  s ta te  fo r  G ra n t by a safe  m a jo r i t y  o f 4, 280 ,^^  The 
A la b a m a  "w h ite  l in e "  had no t ye t m a tu re d ; the s ta te  w o u ld  be 
coun ted  in  the R e p u b lica n  c o lu m n  fo r  s ix  m o re  y e a rs .
B e fo re  th a t " r e d e m p tio n "  f in a l ly  cam e , th e re  w ou ld  be 
m o re  o f those  e x tra o rd in a ry  deve lo pm en ts  w h ic h  m ake the R econ ­
s t ru c t io n  h is to r y  o f the s ta te  u n iq u e . The f i r s t  o f these  cam e in  
the s p e c ia l e le c t io n  o f 1869. T h is  e le c t io n  was o rd e re d  fo r  A ug u s t 
3, 1869, fo r  the double  p u rpo se  o f f i l l i n g  va can c ie s  in  the s ta te  
le g is la tu re  and e le c tin g  a new c o n g re s s io n a l d e l e g a t i o n . T h e  
u nu sua l fe a tu re  o f th is  e le c t io n  was the fa c t  th a t s e v e ra l f a i r l y  
p ro m in e n t w h ite s  in  the s ta te  — in c lu d in g  fo r m e r  G ovno r P a rs o n s  
—  who had su p p o rte d  the D e m o c ra tic  m o v e m e n t the past f a l l ,  now 
s w itc h e d  to the R e p u b lica n  p a r ty  and d id  im p o r ta n t  s e rv ic e  can­
va s s in g  fo r  R a d ic a l cand ida tes  in  th e ir  d is t r ic t s .  The sugg es tio n  
is  th a t G ra n t 's  e le c t io n  had c o nv in ce d  the m  o f the f u t i l i t y  o f any 
c o n s e rv a tiv e  hopes. Th en  too , o f co u rs e , th e re  w o u ld  be som e
"^^DuBose, A la b a m a 's  T ra g ic  D e cade , 2 18 -1 9 , 235 -36 ; 
F le m in g ,  C iv i l  W a r and R e c o n s tru c t io n , 747 -48 ; M i l le r ,  A la b a m a , 
2 52 -5 3 ; T re le a s e , W h ite  T e r r o r , 1 21 -24; K u  K lu x  R e p o rt ,  
"A la b a m a  T e s tim o n y , "  95, 360, 502, 1956.
^"^The R e p re s e n ta tiv e s  seated  when the s ta te  was re s to re d  
to  the U n ion  in  June , 1868, s e rv e d  o n ly  f o r  the l i f e  o f the F o r t ie th  
C o n g re ss , th a t is ,  u n t i l  M a rc h ,  1869.
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cho ice  pa tro n ag e  p lu m s , w h ic h  d id  indeed  com e th e ir  w ay. T h is  
ep isode fu r th e r  h ig h lig h ts  the c u r io u s  n a tu re  o f sca law ag  h is to r y  
d u r in g  the e ra . In  A la b a m a , i t  is  c le a r  th a t w h ile  e a r l ie r  som e 
id e a lis t ic  n a tiv e  w h ite s  had d e fe rre d  to  c a rp e tb a g g e rs  in  the 
R e p u b lica n  p a r ty ,  as is  now the g e n e ra l ly  a ccep ted  in te rp re ta t io n ,  
th a t is  no t the end o f the s to r y  and, in de e d , a f te r  1868, the 
re v e rs e  m a y  have happened. I t  c a lls  fo r  dee pe r s tu d y , b u t i t  does 
seem  to have been t ru e  th a t m o re  n a tiv e  w h ite s , and n o t o n ly  the 
o ld - l in e  U n io n is ts , jo in e d  the ra d ic a ls  a f te r  1868 .^^
A s fo r  the e le c t io n  i t s e l f ,  o n ly  one o f the in c u m b e n ts  was 
re tu rn e d  to  C o ng re ss . Now to s e rve  w ith  h im  w e re  tw o  " s o -c a l le d "  
D e m o c ra ts , two n a tive  R e p u b lica n s , and a new c a rp e tb a g g e r. 
F le m in g  says th a t th is  d e le g a tio n  was even "w e a k e r in  a b i l i t y  and 
m o ra ls "  than  the p re v io u s  d e le g a tio n , but o ffe rs  no s u p p o r t f o r  
h is  e v a lu a tio n . The c o n s e rv a tiv e s  o f the s ta te  w e re  p re d ic ta b ly  
d is g u s te d  a t the e le c t io n  re s u lts  and the w h ite  a p o s ta s y , d e sp ite  
the s m a ll ga ins the y  had m ade. The e d ito r  o f the M o b ile  R e g is te r  
sa id : "W e , the w h ite  e ig h t m i l l io n s  o f the South g ive  n o tic e  to  the
b la c k  th re e  m i l l io n s  th a t we in te n d  to  ru le  th is  c o u n try . "  A n d  the
‘̂ ^D uBose, A la b a m a 's  T ra g ic  D e cad e , 273 -7 5 ; W ig g in s , 
"U n io n is t  E ffo r ts  to C o n tro l A la b a m a  R e c o n s tru c t io n , "  o f .  cU . , 
63.
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S elm a  A rg u s  p ro te s te d  th a t i t  was "m u c h  m o re  im p o r ta n t  th a t the 
w h ite s  o f the S ta te  be u n ite d  than tha t the y  be r ig h t ,
O f the e ig h t new m e m b e rs  chosen fo r  the  s ta te  le g is la tu re ,  
not one was u l t r a - r a d ic a l .  Some w e re  D e m o c ra ts  and one, R y la n d  
R ando lph  o f T u sca loo sa  C ounty, was c e r ta in ly  one o f the m o s t u lt ra  
o f u lt ra -c o n s e rv a tiv e  s. R ando lph, the pugnacious e d ito r  o f the 
T u s c a lo o s a  M o n ito r  had  m ade h im s e lf  obnoxious to the R a d ic a ls  in  
m a n y w a ys . He was a b s o lu te ly  i r r e s p re s s ib le  and had an in c re d ­
ib le  h is to r y  o f v e rb a l and p h y s ic a l c la she s  w ith  h is  opponents. O n ly  
the y e a r b e fo re  he had been a r re s te d  and t r ie d  by m i l i t a r y  a u th o r i­
t ie s  fo r  " o b s tru c t in g  R e c o n s tru c t io n s ,"  and o n ly  n a r ro w ly  escaped 
be ing  sen t o ff  to  D ry  T o rtu g a s . He seem s to have had a c h a rm e d  
l i f e ,  and h is  m e re  s u rv iv a l is  p ro o f  tha t the R a d ic a ls  d id  no t have 
d e s p o tic  p o w e rs . H is  le g is la t iv e  te n u re  was q u ite  b r ie f ,  h ow e ve r, 
as he was soon e x p e lle d  by the R a d ic a l m a jo r it y  because o f som e 
d e fa m a to ry  a r t ic le s  he had w r it te n .  R a nd o lp h 's  fa r e w e ll a dd re ss  
to  the le g is la tu re  was t r u ly  re m a rk a b le , in c lu d in g  such cho ice  
re m a rk s  as:
I  cam e h e re , b e lie v in g  w ith  re lig io u s  co n fidence  th a t 
you w e re  a body of o rg a n iz e d  p lu n d e re rs  and th ie v e s .
I  le ave  you fu l ly  im p re s s e d  w ith  the ju s t ic e  o f m y  
p re v io u s  c o n v ic tio n s  . . . .
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In  b id d in g  you fa re w e ll ,  1 w o u ld  say th a t 1 fe e l
4 8p ro u d  th a t 1 have been e x p e lle d  f r o m  y o u r m id s t .
In  the g u b e rn a to r ia l e le c t io n  o f 1870, G o v e rn o r S m ith , 
seek ing  re e le c t io n ,  lo s t  a c lo se  c o n te s t to R o b e rt B u rn s  L in d s a y , 
D e m o c ra t,  o f n o r th  A la b a m a , S m ith 's  lu k e w a rm n e s s  to w a rd  
ca rp e tb a g g e rs  dam aged the p a r ty ,  and som e R a d ic a ls  had 
becom e o p e n ly  h o s t ile  to h im  a f te r  he a tte s te d  to  the peace and 
t r a n q u i l i t y  o f the s ta te  in  h is  re g u la r  m essage to  the f a l l  se s s io n  
o f the le g is la tu re .  R e pu b lica ns  g e n e ra l ly  d id  no t w a n t any tro o p  
w ith d ra w a ls ,  and such s ta te m e n ts  c o m p ro m is e d  the ju s t i f ic a t io n s  
fo r  the a rm y  p re s e n c e . A ls o ,  i t  was an in a c c u ra te  a sse ssm e n t. 
A lth o u g h  th ing s  w e re  som ew ha t q u ie te r  than in  the y e a r  p re c e d ­
in g , the K la n  was s t i l l  a c tiv e  and c r im in a l i t y  f lo u r is h e d  in  some
The R a d ic a ls  c o n tro lle d  o n ly  th ir te e n  c o u n tie s , in c lu d ­
in g  o n ly  one o u ts id e  the B la c k  B e lt ,  but th e ir  m a rg in  o f de fe a t 
was le ss  than  1500 vo tes o f the 152 ,446  ca s t. G o v e rn o r S m ith  
was conv in ce d  he shou ld  c o n te s t the e le c t io n  and  h is  ch a llen g e  
h e ld  fo r  a t im e , thus p re s e n tin g  A la b a m a  w ith  the a nom a lous
Q uo ted  in  Ib id . , 285; A ls o  see F le m in g ,  C iv i l  W a r and 
R e c o n s tru c t io n , 741; R y la n d  R ando lph , A u to b io g ra p h ic a l E p iso d e s , 
in  John W. DuB ose P a p e rs , A la b a m a  D e p a rtm e n t o f A rc h iv e s  and 
H is to ry ;  and A p p le to n 's  A nnua l  C y c lo p e d ia , (1870), 13. R a nd o lp h 's  
c o nn ec tio n  w ith  the K u  K lu x  K la n , w h ich  was in t im a te ,  is  d is ­
cussed  in  a succeed ing  c h a p te r.
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s itu a t io n ,  in  e a r ly  1871, o f h av in g  two m en  c la im in g  to be the c h ie f 
e x e c u tiv e . S m ith  was e v e n tu a lly  squeezed out because the 
D e m o c ra ts  had ca p tu re d  the House and w e re  a b le  to fo rc e  the
49
is s u e  in  L in d s a y 's  fa v o r .
T h e re  w e re  b iz a r re  m a n e u v e rin g s  in  th is  e le c t io n , w ith  the 
re s u lt  th a t i t  was a m is le a d in g  in d ic a t io n  o f r e la t iv e  p a r ty  s tre n g th s . 
The R a d ic a ls  a p p a re n tly  had the p o te n tia l vo tes  to  c o n tro l the s ta te  
e a s ily ^ ^  but the m a c h in a tio n s  o f som e o f th e ir  le a d e rs  a llo w e d  i t  to 
go to  the o p p o s itio n  a lm o s t by d e fa u lt .  The tro u b le  s te m m e d  p r i ­
m a r i l y  f r o m  a c o n f lic t  o f in te re s ts  betw een som e o f the c a rp e t­
b ag ge rs  and a c liq u e  o f n a tiv e  w h ite  R a d ic a ls . The m an t r a d i t io n a l ly  
ca s t as the " e v i l  g e n iu s "  o f th is  s c h is m  was S e n a to r G eorge  
S pencer who, i f  p r im a  fa c ie  ev idence  is  t ru e ,  d e s e rv e s  to  be c la s s e d  
in  the  f i r s t  ra n k  o f p o l i t i c a l l y  a d ve n tu re so m e  c a rp e tb a g g e rs . B y  a l l  
in d ic a t io n s  S pe n cer, the R a d ic a l's  ra d ic a l ,  w an ted  to have the s ta te  
pass te m p o ra r i ly  in to  D e m o c ra tic  hands. T h is  w o u ld  m ean be ing  
r i d  o f G o v e rn o r S m ith , who was b eco m in g  s o m e th in g  o f an o b s tru c ­
t io n is t ,  and a ls o  tha t S en a to r W a rn e r , w hose te r m  was e x p ir in g ,  
w o u ld  be re p la c e d  by a D e m o c ra t.  He, S pe n ce r, w o u ld  then  be
^ ^ Ib id . , 2 87 -9 9 ; F le m in g ,  C iv i l  W a r and R e c o n s tru c t io n , 
751 -5 2 ; M i l le r ,  A la b a m a , 256; A p p le to n 's  A nn u a l  C y c lo p e d ia  (1870) 
16-17 ; K u  K lu x  R e p o rt,  "A la b a m a  T e s tim o n y , "  84, 1 82 -8 3 , 216, 
232, 3 5 T l7 7 ~ 3 7 8 -7 9 , 512, 1038.
^^ D e m o n s tra te d  by th e ir  com eback in  1872.
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s o le  d is t r ib u to r  o f fe d e ra l pa tro n ag e  in  the s ta te . He co u ld  then 
r e v ita l iz e  the p a r ty  fo r  the  1872 e le c tio n s  and e nsu re  h is  own 
re e le c t io n .  T h in gs  e vo lve d  in  ju s t  such a p a tte rn  and S pencer 
does a pp ea r to  be cu lpa b le  in  the m a t te r ,  but he d ese rve s  fu r th e r  
s tud y  — e ith e r  to m o d e ra te  these charges  o r ,  i f  the y  p ro v e  tru e ,  
to co m m e m o ra te  h is  im a g in a tiv e  k n a v e ry . "S h re w d , co a rs e , and 
u n s c ru p u lo u s " he m a y have been, and a "c a llo w  fe l lo w "  indeed , but 
he a ls o  seem s to have been a re m a rk a b le  p o l i t ic a l  m a n a g e r.
The L in d s a y  a d m in is tr a t io n ,  a lthough  te c h n ic a l ly  
D e m o c ra t ic ,  was in  p ra c t ic e  a c o a li t io n  o f both  ra d ic a l and con­
s e rv a tiv e  v o ic e s . The H ouse was c o n tro lle d  by D e m o c ra ts  and the 
Senate by R e pu b lica ns . Some s ta te  o ff ic e s  w e re  h e ld  by one s ide; 
som e by the  o th e r . T h u s , v e ry  l i t t le  was a c c o m p lis h e d  in  the way 
o f b r in g in g  o rd e r  to s ta te  g o v e rn m e n t. The A c ts  o f A la b a m a ,
1870-71 is  a s l im  vo lum e  c o m p a re d  to the  two p re c e d in g  ones^^ 
in d ic a t in g  a d e a rth  o f le g is la t iv e  a c c o m p lis h m e n t. One cause o f 
th is  w a s, o f c o u rs e , the fa c t  th a t the le g is la tu re  was s p l i t  and one 
s ide  o r  the o th e r re s is te d  p ra c t ic a l ly  e v e ry th in g  p ro p o se d , w h e th e r
^^D u B o se , A la b a m a 's  T ra g ic  D ecade, 288 -91 ; F le m in g , 
C iv i l  W a r and R e c o n s tru c t io n , 737, 751 -5 2 , 755; W o o lfo lk , 
"C a rp e tb a g g e rs  in  A la b a m a . "  op. c it .  , 136-37; K u  K lu x  R e p o rt, 
"A la b a m a  T e s t im o n y ,"  181, 217- 378.
^^Som e 315 pages as c o m p a re d  to  480 and 602 pages fo r  
the p re c e d in g  tw o  y e a rs , e x c lu s iv e  o f in de xe s .
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fo r  r e p e a l/ r e fo rm  o r  f o r  m o re  ra d ic a l le g is la t io n .  A n o th e r re a son  
fo r  the s ta le m a te , h o w e v e r, was th a t som e o f the c o n s e rv a tiv e  
le a d e rs  w e re  in te re s te d  in  v a r io u s  r a i lr o a d  schem es and w ou ld  
not consent to re p u d ia te  such bonds — indeed  they in s is te d  upon 
"h o n o ra b le "  re c o g n it io n  o f these o b lig a t io n s . I t  was o n ly  in  the 
m a tte r  o f c o rp o ra te  in te re s ts  th a t th is  le g is la tu re  co u ld  g e n e ra l ly  
a g ree  and m u ch  o f the le g is la t io n  th a t i t  passed  had som e c o rp o ra te  
co nn ectio n : ra i l r o a d ,  te x t i le ,  m in in g , o r  in s t i tu t io n a l.  A nd  the 
d ispu tes  th a t d id  a r is e  w e re  o fte n  as m uch  a c o m p e tit io n  o f e con om ic  
in te re s ts  as id e a lo g ic a l.
L in d s a y  w as, b y  a l l  accou n ts , a w eak e x e c u tiv e . A lth o u g h  
p e rs o n a lly  h o n o ra b le  he was a r t le s s  in  p ro c e e d in g s  o f s ta te  and thus 
e a s ily  m a n ip u la te d  by s tro n g e r ,  le ss  h o n o ra b le  m en . He s e e m in g ly  
had no u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f f in a n c ia l m a tte rs  and as the f is c a l  a f fa ir s  
o f the s ta te  w e re  a sh am b le s  he was p a r t ic u la r ly  v u ln e ra b le . He 
co u ld  get no s a tis fa c t io n  f ro m  the  s ta te  t r e a s u re r  o r s ta te  a u d ito r  
as to a p re c is e  a ccou n tin g  o f s ta te  deb ts ; e s p e c ia lly  d id  r a i lr o a d  o b l i ­
g a tio ns  de fy  n u m e ra tio n . The G o v e rn o r added to  th is  co n fu s io n  
by e n d o rs in g  a d d it io n a l bonds h im s e lf  w ith o u t ke ep in g  p ro p e r
^^B on d , "S o c ia l and E c o n o m ic  F o rc e s  in  A la b a m a  R e con ­
s tru c t io n ,  "  op . c i t . , p a s s im ; M i l le r ,  A la b a m a , 258 -6 0 ; C o u lte r  
The South D u r in g  R e c o n s tru c t io n , 152; E ven  F le m in g  is  fo rc e d  to 
concede tha t the conduct o f som e D e m o c ra tic  le a d e rs  h e re  was on 
"n o  h ig h e r p lane  than th a t o f the  c a rp e t-b a g g e rs , "  C iv i l  W a r and 
R e c o n s tru c t io n , 753.
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re c o rd s .  He d id  t r y  to  cu t e xp e n d itu re s  and he f i l le d  va can t o ff ic e s  
w ith  good m en w h en e ve r he co u ld  but h is  a tte m p ts  a t r e fo r m  w e re  
th w a r te d  by h is  own in com pe ten ce  and w hat he c a lle d  "o b no x io us  
fo rc e s .
The D e m o c ra ts  chose a south  A la b a m a  m a n , T h om as  
H e rn do n  o f M o b ile , as th e ir  cand ida te  fo r  g o v e rn o r  in  1872. L in d s a y  
had com e to  be an e m b a rra s s m e n t to  the m , so he was q u ie t ly  d ro pp ed  
by the D e m o c ra tic  co n ve n tio n  u n d e r the p re te x t  th a t i t  was opposed to 
two te rm s  fo r  a g o v e rn o r . M o s t o f  the o ld  p re -w a r  le a d e rs  w e re  now 
fre e  o f p o l i t ic a l  o r  s u ffra g e  d is a b il i t ie s  and w e re  con tend ing  fo r  
p o w e r in  the s ta te  once m o re . G e n e ra l Jam es H . C la n to n  o f 
M o n tg o m e ry  had been the le a d e r o f the c o n s e rv a tiv e  c o a li t io n  s in ce  
1866 and is  g e n e ra lly  a c c o rd e d  a p lace  o f h igh  h o n o r am ong the 
re d e e m e rs  of the  s ta te , but he was dead by th is  t im e ;^ ^  le a d e rs h ip  
o f the p a r ty  was d e v o lv in g  m o re  upon "o ld  l in e "  W h igs  and yo un ge r 
m en  o f k in d re d  p h ilo s o p h y .
A c tu a lly ,  the o n ly  re a l m a t te r  o f c o n tro v e rs y  am ong 
A la b a m a  D e m o c ra ts  in v o lv e d  the n a tio n a l p o l i t i c a l  scene: w h e th e r
H e rb e r t,  W hy the S o lid  South (B a lt im o re ,  1890), 56; K u K lu x  
R e p o rt, "A la b a m a  T e s t im o n y ,"  214, 232, 381, 1558-61 (see a l l  
o f L in d s a y 's  T e s tim o n y , 159-225).
^^C la n to n  was k i l le d  in  a g u n fig h t on the s tre e ts  o f 
K n o x v il le  in  la te  1871, i r o n ic a l ly  enough, by an agen t o f r i v a l  
r a i lr o a d  in te re s ts .
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o r  not the y  cou ld  s u p p o rt the L ib e ra l  R e pu b lica n  ca nd idacy  o f 
H o ra c e  G re e le y  fo r  p re s id e n t, as advocated  by the n a tio n a l 
D e m o c ra c y . They d id  so o n ly  re lu c ta n t ly ,  and th e re  is  some 
p o s s ib i l i ty  th a t th is  is  one o f the causes fo r  the  c o n s e rv a tiv e  
re v e rs a l in  1872. T h e re  w e re  o th e rs . H e rn d o n 's  w eakness in  
n o r th  A la b a m a  and the e ro s io n  o f p a r ty  m o ra le  because o f L in d s a y 's  
p o o r le a d e rs h ip  w e re  fa c to rs  a ls o . P ro b a b ly  m o re  im p o r ta n t ,  h ow ­
e v e r , and g e n e ra lly  o v e r lo o k e d , is  the s im p le  lik e lih o o d  th a t the 
R a d ic a ls  s t i l l  had s u p e r io r  p o l i t ic a l  s tre n g th  in  the s ta te . In  any 
even t, the w hole  R a d ic a l t ic k e t  c a r r ie d ,  w ith  D a v id  P . L e w is ,  a 
n o r th  A la b a m a  sca law ag , w in n in g  the g o v e rn o r 's  c h a ir  by som e 
8500 vo te s . The n a tio n a l R e p u b lic a n  t ic k e t  c a r r ie d  by an even 
la rg e r  m a rg in  and the s ta te 's  e le c to ra l vo tes w e n t a ga in  to G ra n t.
In  the e le c t io n  fo r  g o v e rn o r , the  D e m o c ra ts  in c re a s e d  th e ir  vo te  
by w e ll o v e r th re e  thousand  above the 1870 f ig u re s ,  but the 
R a d ic a ls  in c re a s e d  th e ir s  b y  a lm o s t fo u r te e n  thousand. T h is  is  a 
te s ta m e n t to  the fu n c t io n a l o rg a n iz a tio n  o f the la t te r  and the 
m a n a g e r ia l s k i l ls  o f S en a to r S pencer and som e o f the o th e r re g u la rs .  
T h e re  w e re  som e ch a rge s  o f i r r e g u la r i t ie s  f r o m  both  s ides  in  the 
c o n te s t, b u t the 1872 ca m p a ig n  saw le s s  v io le n c e  than any s ince  
1 86 6 . 5̂6
^ ^ B o th  s ides p ro b a b ly  though t the y  co u ld  w in  w ith o u t i t .  
A ls o ,  the  K la n  had been m o s t ly  e x tin g u is h e d  by th is  t im e ; fo r
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S ena to r S p e n c e r’ s dev ious  s tra te g y  had w o rk e d  s a t is ­
f a c to r i l y  e xcep t in  one c r i t i c a l  m a t te r ;  the D e m o c ra ts  c la im e d  
a m a jo r i t y  in  the n e w ly  e le c te d  le g is la tu re  and w o u ld  o b v io u s ly  
e le c t a D e m o c ra t in  h is  stead . T h is  s itu a t io n  d eve loped  because 
the b la cks  w e re  a m a jo r i t y  in  o n ly  a r e la t iv e ly  fe w  c o u n tie s . I t  
was a c r i t i c a l  p e r io d  fo r  the R a d ic a l se n a to r , c a ll in g  fo r  d e sp e ra te  
a c tio n . S pencer was equa l to the e m e rg e n c y  though, and the re s u l t ­
in g  s tru g g le  was one o f  the m o re  in c re d ib le  ep isodes  o f 
R e c o n s tru c t io n  h is to r y .
W ha t S pencer and h is  s u p p o r te rs  p ro ce e d e d  to do was to 
have R a d ic a l c la im a n ts  a pp ea r in  M o n tg o m e ry  co n te s tin g  D e m o c ra tic  
e lec te es  in  s u ff ic ie n t  n u m b e rs  to have a R a d ic a l q u o ru m  and 
m a jo r it y  in  the le g is la tu re .  The D e m o c ra ts  re fu s e d  to  y ie ld  th e ir  
s e a ts , h o w e v e r, and fo r  s e v e ra l w eeks both  g ro up s  sa t c la im in g  to 
be the le g it im a te  S ta te  A s s e m b ly . G o v e rn o r L e w is ,  w hose own 
e le c t io n  was c e r t i f ie d  by the D e m o c ra tic  body, then  re fu s e d  to 
re c o g n iz e  th a t body. He in c lin e d  to w a rd  the R a d ic a l "C o u r t  H o u s e " 
le g is la tu re ,  as i t  was c a lle d , and t r ie d  to e m p lo y  c iv i l  and m i l i t a r y
s e v e ra l re a son s  bu t la rg e ly  because o f the F e d e ra l A n t i- K u  K lu x  
le g is la t io n  o f 1871. F o r  the e le c t io n , see D uB ose , A la b a m a 's  
T ra g ic  D e cade , 3 41 -5 0 ; F le m in g ,  C iv i l  W a r and R e c o n s tru c t io n , 
754 -56 ; M i l le r ,  A la b a m a , 4 83 -8 5 , F o r  the l im ite d  K u  K lu x  ro le  
in  the ca m p a ig n , see John Z . S loan , "T h e  K u  K lu x  K la n  and the 
A la b a m a  E le c tio n  o f  1872, "  The A la b a m a  R e v ie w , X V I I I  (A p r i l ,  
1865), 1 1 3 -2 3 , w h ich  re a l ly  re v e a ls  none.
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fo rc e  to re m o ve  the r i v a l  "C a p ito l”  le g is la tu re .  B o th  g roups  
a d a m a n tly  re fu s e d  to g ive  up. The R a d ic a l g ro up  re e le c te d  
S pe n cer, as expec ted , and the D enaocra ts  chose F .  W . S ykes. In  
a l l  o f th is ,  b r ib e r y ,  c o llu s io n , e x to r t io n ,  and u n to ld  p re s s u re s  
w e re  re s o r te d  to , by the R a d ic a ls  m a in ly ,  in  o rd e r  to t r y  to h o ld  
the lin e . B oth  s ides  appea led  to  W a sh ing ton  w ith  the R a d ic a ls  
o b v io u s ly  in  the advantage. The "c o m p ro m is e  p la n "  d ev ise d  by 
G ra n t 's  A tto rn e y  G e n e ra l, G eorge  H . W il l ia m s ,  c a lle d  fo r  a 
fu s io n  o f the two le g is la tu re s  in to  one in  a m a n n e r w h ic h  even ­
tu a l ly  gave the R a d ic a ls  the u pp e r hand. In  th is  "c o m p ro m is e "  
s e v e ra l bonafide  D e m o c ra tic  m e m b e rs  found  th e ir  seats  in  the 
H ouse and Senate be ing  a w arde d  to R a d ic a l d is p u ta n ts . T h e re  was 
s tro n g  re s is ta n c e  to th is  "m o s t b la ta n t p o l i t ic a l c h ic a n e ry  in  the 
annals  o f o rg a n iz e d  g o v e rn m e n t, "  but i t  was fu t i le .  S pencer 
re tu rn e d  to h is  seat in  the U n ited  S ta tes Senate, and the L e w is  
a d m in is tr a t io n  g round  down a lm o s t to a s ta n d s ti l l,  tra p p e d  in  a 
w e lte r  o f c ro s s -p u rp o s e d  in e f f ic ie n c y  and p o l i t ic a l  f ra g m e n ta t io n . 
The c o n s e rv a tiv e  w h ite s  aga in  seem  to  have re s ig n e d  th e m s e lv e s  to 
th e ir  im m e d ia te  f r u s tr a t io n ,  su s ta in e d  by an in c re a s in g  d e te rm in a -
C iv i l  W a r and R e c o n s tru c t io n , 759 -6 8 ; R e p o rt o f the J o in t C om m i t ­
tee o f the G e n e ra l A s s e m b ly  o f A la ba m a  in  R e ga rd  to tae A lle g e d  
E le c tio n  o f G eorge  E . S pencer (M o n tg o m e ry , 1875), 15-30.
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H o p e fu l s igns  w e re  abundant fo r  A la b a m a  D e m o c ra ts  
in  1 87 3-74 . T h e re  was a s e r io u s  e con om ic  d e p re s s io n . R a d ic a l 
R e p u b lic a n is m  seem ed to be ra p id ly  lo s in g  fa v o r  n a tio n a lly  and a 
h a ra s s e d  G ra n t was b ecom ing  in c re a s in g ly  im p a t ie n t  o f dem ands 
f ro m  s o u th e rn  a d m in is tra t io n s .  W ith in  the s ta te , w h ites  o f a l l  
c la sses  and s e c tio n s  began to  e m b ra ce  the idea  o f "d ra w in g  the 
c o lo r  l in e "  in  1874, p u ttin g  a s ide  p a s t s e c tio n a l and p h ilo s o p h ic a l 
d if fe re n c e s  and m a k in g  an a l l- o u t  e f fo r t  to  c a p tu re  the s ta te  
g o v e rn m e n t f o r  the D e m o c ra tic  and C o n s e rv a tiv e  p a r ty .  The " r a p id  
b re a k d o w n " o f the R a d ic a l p a r ty  in  the s ta te  a ug u red  w e ll fo r  them . 
A f te r  the s tra in e d  v ic to r y  o f 1872 the p a r ty  was s e v e re ly  to rn  and 
the d i f fe re n t  fa c t io n s  q u a r re le d  c o n te n tio u s ly . B la c k s  began to show 
m o re  re s e n tm e n t o f the p o li t ic a l s h o r t-c h a n g in g  the y  had re c e iv e d  
fo r  y e a rs . Some c a rp e tb a g g e rs  d e p a rte d  the s ta te  as the y  sensed  a 
re v e rs a l o f fo r tu n e . O th e rs  le f t  p o l i t ic s  and t r ie d  to  p low  th e ir  
p a r tis a n s h ip  u nd e r the c o tto n  row s o f re c e n t ly  a c q u ire d  p la n ta tio n s . 
A  s e r io u s  in t r a - p a r t y  c o n tro v e rs y  ce n te re d  a ro u n d  the a tte m p te d  
im p e a c h m e n t o f lo n g - t im e  le a d in g  ca rp e tb a g g e r F e d e ra l Judge 
R ic h a rd  B us te ed , who was accused  o f f in a n c ia l d u p lic it ie s  as w e ll 
as p o l i t ic a l  b a c k -s lid in g .  Such d is s e n s io n s  and d e fe c tio n s  je o p a r ­
d iz e d  R a d ic a l hopes in  the face  o f g ro w in g  c o n s e rv a tiv e  u n a n im ity .
^ ^ A lle n  J. G oing , B ou rb on  D e m o c ra c y  in  A la b a m a , 1874- 
1890 (U n iv e rs ity  /À la .7 >  1951), 9 -1 4 .
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The D e m o c ra ts  hoped to go in to  the ca m p a ig n  w ith  a c a n d i­
date  who w o u ld  no t a lie n a te  any p a r t ic u la r  s e c tio n  o r  g ro up . He 
had to have n e ith e r  a s tro n g  " s e c e s s io n is t"  n o r " u n io n is t "  b ack ­
g ro un d , and G eorge  S. H ouston  o f L im e s to n e  C oun ty seem ed  to 
m e e t a l l  re q u ire m e n ts .  A lth o u g h  a p ro m in e n t D e m o c ra t b e fo re  the 
w a r ,  H o us to n , who had  opposed s e c e s s io n  and c o n tr ib u te d  l i t t l e  to 
the C on fe de ra te  w a r e f fo r t ,  had been " la y in g - lo w "  p o l i t i c a l l y  d u r ­
in g  the e a r ly  days o f R e c o n s tru c t io n  and c o n c e n tra tin g  on h is  la w  
p ra c t ic e  in  p a r tn e rs h ip  w ith  L uke  P r y o r ,  one o f A la b a m a 's  
p re m ie r  r a i lr o a d  p ro m o te rs .  P a r ty  le a d e rs , w a n tin g  to show o n ly  
u n a n im ity  to  the v o te rs ,  w o rk e d  o u t t h e ir  d if fe re n c e s  and a rra n g e d  
fo r  H o usto n  to be n o m in a te d  u n a n im o u s ly ; then th e y  la un ch ed  th e ir  
ca m p a ig n  s q u a re ly  on the ra c e  is s u e .
The R e p u b lic a n s , a d m itte d ly  " to rn  and d is t ra c te d "  by 
in te r n a l f r i c t i o n s , e n t e r e d  the ca m p a ig n  w ith  le s s  than  w h o le ­
h e a rte d  s u p p o rt f o r  the re n o m in a te d  L e w is .  B la c k s  m o re  than  e v e r 
b e fo re  w e re  p re s s in g  fo r  p o l i t ic a l and s o c ia l e q u a lity  and th is  in  a l l  
p ro b a b i l i ty  d ro v e  som e n a tiv e  w h ite s  f ro m  the p a r ty .  M o s t o f the 
R a d ic a l le a d e rs  in  M o n tg o m e ry  and in  W ash ing ton  in c lin e d  to w a rd  
a m o d e ra te , w h ite - c o n t ro l le d  p a r ty  but a few  w h ite s , e s p e c ia lly
59 Ib id .  , 1 2 -14 ; B ond, "S o c ia l and E c o n o m ic  F o rc e s  in  
A la b a m a  R e c o n s tru c t io n , "  op. c it .  , 314; M i l le r ,  A la b a m a , 263 -6 5 .
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f r o m  B la c k  B e lt  a re a s , c o n tin ue d  to c a te r  to  the N e g ro e s . The 
c leavage betw een the fa c t io n s  was ir re p a ra b le  by e le c t io n ­
t im e ,  w ith  even the m a jo r  R e p u b lica n  n e w sp a pe rs  q u a r re lin g  
am ong th e m s e lv e s  o v e r o f f ic ia l  a d v e r t is in g  and p r in t in g .  The 
p a r ty  was fa r  f r o m  dead, h o w e v e r, and the D e m o c ra ts  knew  the y  
w e re  in  f o r  a s tru g g le .
The e le c t io n  was in deed  co n te n tio u s . The D e m o c ra ts  
waged w h a t was l ik e ly  the f i r s t  o f the ra c ia lly -d e m a g o g ic - ty p e  
cam pa igns  th a t w e re  to  becom e the p a tte rn  fo r  s o u th e rn  p o li t ic s  
o v e r the n e x t s e v e n ty - f iv e  y e a rs . P u tt in g  a s id e  th e ir  own d i f f e r ­
ences and a v o id in g  any is s u e s  th a t m ig h t tend  to d iv id e ^ ^  th e y  con ­
c e n tra te d  a lm o s t w h o lly  on g e ttin g  a h ig h -y ie ld  w h ite  vo te  w h ile  
re d u c in g  the b la c k  s tre n g th . W a ils  o f m is c e g a n a tio n , b la c k  in c o m ­
p e te ncy , and b la c k  d o m in a tio n  w e re  coup led  w ith  ad nauseam  a dvo - 
ca cy  o f w h ite  r a c ia l in te g r i t y .  The R a d ic a ls  d id  not s it  s t i l l .  T hey  
re s o r te d  to th e ir  own b ra n d  o f d em a g o g u e ry , th re a te n in g  b la cks
61 The S tate  J o u rn a l o f M o n tg o m e ry  had fo r  y e a rs  e n joyed  
th is  lu c ra t iv e  so u rce  o f  re ve nu e ; now , a p p a re n tly  f o r  fa c t io n a l 
re a s o n s , m uch  o f i t  was t r a n s fe r re d  e ls e w h e re , p a r t i c u la r ly  to  the 
H u n ts v il le  A d v o c a te.
^^T h e  bonded inde b te d ne ss  o f the s ta te  was one such is s u e . 
Some D e m o c ra ts  w e re  ta lk in g  about re p u d ia tio n  and the R a d ic a ls  
t r ie d  to c le ave  to  such to u ch y  m a tte rs ;  o th e r  c o n s e rv a tiv e s , h o w ­
e v e r , l ik e  H o usto n  h im s e lf ,  had a ve s te d  in te r e s t  in  se e ing  the 
s ta te 's  o b lig a t io n s  p ro p e r ly  fin a n c e d . The D e m o c ra tic  c a m p a ig n e rs , 
n e v e rth e le s s , had to  ta lk  in  te rm s  o f d ra s t ic  e c o n o m iz in g  w h ic h  
im p lie d  re p u d ia tio n . See Bond, "S o c ia l and E c o n o m ic  F o rc e s  in  
A la b a m a  R e c o n s tru c t io n , "  op. c it .  , p a s s im .
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w ith  p o s s ib le  re e n s la v e m e n t i f  de fea ted  and in v o k in g  the nam es o f 
L in c o ln  and G ra n t, but th e ir s  was c le a r ly  a d e fe n s ive  cam pa ign .
The R e p u b lica n  p re s s  bem oaned the d ra w in g  o f the c o lo r - l in e  and 
s co ffe d  (p e rhaps  too lo u d ly ) ,  a t the ch arge s  o f R a d ic a l tu rp itu d e . 
F e d e ra l tro o p s  w e re  re q u e s te d  and s ta tio n e d  a t c r i t i c a l  lo c a tio n s  
a ro un d  the s ta te  and in  the m o n th s  ju s t  p r io r  to  the p o ll in g  some 
200 ,000  pounds o f a rm y  bacon was s t r a te g ic a l ly  d is t r ib u te d  to 
a lle g e d  f lo o d  v ic t im s .  A t  e le c t io n  t im e , h o w e v e r, the D e m o c ra ts  
w e re  s tro n g e r o r  m o re  d e te rm in e d . W hen the f in a l ta b u la tio n s  
w e re  m ade, i t  was shown th a t H o usto n  had o u t-p o lle d  L e w is  
107 ,118  vo tes to 9 3 ,9 2 8 . D e m o c ra ts  c a p tu re d  both  houses o f the 
le g is la tu re  and g a rn e re d  p r a c t ic a l ly  a l l  o f the 29 ,797  in c re a s e  in  the 
to ta l vo te  o v e r  1872.
T h e re  w e re , o f c o u rs e , subsequent ch arge s  f r o m  both  
s id es  o f u n fa ir  ta c t ic s  in  the ca m p a ig n . The R a d ic a ls , h av in g  lo s t ,  
c r ie d  the lo u d e s t and u n d o u b te d ly  had the b e s t case fo r  such 
ch a rg e s . T hey  a ccuse d  the D e m o c ra ts  o f a v a r ie ty  o f p h y s ic a l and 
p s y c h o lo g ic a l in t im id a tio n s  o f b la c k  v o te rs  in  a d d it io n  to f la g ra n t  
b a llo t-b o x  fra u d s . L a te r ,  a c o n g re s s io n a l in v e s t ig a tin g  c o m m itte e , 
do m in a te d  by R e p u b lic a n s , w o u ld  s u b s ta n tia te  m uch  o f th is .
^^G o in g , B ou rb o n  D e m o c ra c y , 1 5 -1 8 ; F le m in g ,  C iv i l  W ar 
and R e c o n s tru c t io n , 782 -9 6 ; M i l le r ,  A la b a m a , 264 -6 6 ; M o o re , 
A la b a m a , 485 -8 8 .
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a ltho ug h  the D e m o c ra tic  m in o r i t y  o f the  c o m m itte e  m ade a f a i r l y  
s tro n g  case fo r  R a d ic a l fra u d s  as w e ll.  The in v e s t ig a tio n  was 
m e a n in g le s s , h o w e v e r, fo r  the D e m o c ra tic  v ic to r y  was a fa i t  
a c c o m p li and the H o usto n  a d m in is tr a t io n  was too w e ll e n tre n che d  
f o r  the d o d de ring  R a d ic a l p a r ty  to d is lo d g e . R e de m p tio n  had 
com e. "T h e  agony is  o v e r ,  "  sa id  one A la b a m a  e d ito r ,  "a n d  
A la b a m a  s t i l l  re m a in s  a s ta te .
The re m a in d e r o f the s to r y  o f A la b a m a 's  t ra n s i t io n  f ro m  
R a d ic a l R e p u b lica n  to  B ou rb on  D e m o c ra c y  is  beyond the scope o f 
th is  s tud y . I t  is ,  o f c o u rs e , the t r a d i t io n a l s to r y  o f the b la c k  vote  
g ra d u a lly  co m in g  u n d e r D e m o c ra tic  c o n tro l and e v e n tu a lly  be ing  
e lim in a te d  fo r  a l l  p ra c t ic a l p u rp o se s . The R e p u b lic a n  p a r ty  con ­
t in u e d  to fu n c t io n  in  the  s ta te  but in  an in c re a s in g ly  d e s u lto ry  
fa s h io n , f in a l ly  s p lin te r in g  in to  the " L i l y  W h ite "  and "B la c k  and 
T a n " fa c t io n s  as in  n e ig h b o rin g  so u th e rn  s ta te s . B u t r a d ic a l is m  
was v ir tu a l ly  dead in  A la b a m a  a f te r  1876 and gone w ith  i t  was the 
ra t io n a le  fo r  any such s t ro n g -a rm  c o n s e rv a tiv e  ta c t ic s  as e a r l ie r  
e m p loye d  by the K u  K lu x  K la n . Indeed  the K la n  had p re ce d e d  the 
R a d ic a ls  in to  l im b o  by m a n y  m o n th s , though its  nam e was in voke d  
by both  s ides  in  1874 and w o u ld  be fo r  som e y e a rs  to  com e. I t
^ M o b ile  R e g is te r , M a rc h  5, 1875. F o r  the in v e s t ig a tio n  
see " A f fa i r s  in  A la b a m a , "  House R e p o rts , 43 Cong. , Z Sess. , No. 
262 (W ash in g to n , 1875), p a s s im .
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was to ta l ly  w ith in  the range  o f the y e a rs  ju s t  b r ie f ly  h ig h lig h te d  
th a t the o r ig in a l K u  K lu x  K la n  e x e rc is e d  its  e x is te n c e  in  A la b a m a  
h is to r y  and the re m a in in g  ch ap te rs  h e re  w i l l  be d ire c te d  to 
su p e rim p o s in g  a h is to r y  o f tha t s e c re t s o c ie ty  upon the b ackg ro u n d  
o f these R e c o n s tru c t io n  d eve lo pm en ts  in  the s ta te .
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c h a p t e r  V I I  
T H E  A L A B A M A  K L A N :  A N  A R C  O F  T H E  C IR C L E
T o  the lo v e r s  o f la w  and  o r d e r ,  p e a c e , 
a n d  ju s t ic e ,  w e send  g re e t in g s ;  a n d  to the  
shades o f th e  v e n e ra te d  dead  w e  a f fe c t io n ­
a te ly  d e d ic a te  th e  O r d e r  o f th e  '!« s;;l
B e c a u s e  o f its  p r o x im ity  to the  a r e a  o f T e n n e s s e e  w h e re  
th e  K u  K lu x  K la n  w as b o rn , A la b a m a  w as  u n d o u b te d ly  the  f i r s t  
s ta te  o u ts id e  o f T e n n e s s e e  to  w h ic h  the  K la n  e xp an d ed . L im e s to n e  
C o u n ty , A la b a m a , a d jo in s  G ile s  C o u n ty , T e n n e s s e e , o f  w h ic h  
P u la s k i  w as the co u n ty  s e a t , a n d  a g r e a t  d e a l o f s o c ia l  and b u s i­
n ess in te r c o u r s e  p a s s e d  b e tw e e n  th e s e  tw o s e c tio n s . I t  is  t h e r e ­
fo r e  q u ite  l i k e ly  th a t th e  f i r s t  A la b a m a  den  w as o rg a n iz e d  in  
L im e s to n e  C o u n ty , p ro b a b ly  in  A th e n s , Susan  L .  D a v is ,  in  h e r  
A u th e n tic  H is t o r y  o f the K u  K lu x  K la n , e s ta b lis h e s  F e b r u a r y ,  1 8 6 6 , 
as the  d a te  o f the A th e n s  fo u n d in g  bu t th is  is  c e r ta in ly  s o m e m o n th s  
o ff  the  m a r k  as the P u la s k i  den  co u ld  no t h ave  b e e n  fu l ly  o p e ra b le  
by th a t t im e .  O n  the  o th e r  h and  th e re  is  c o r ro b o r a t in g  e v id e n c e  
th a t  the o r d e r  w as f lo u r is h in g  in  the n o r th e r n  p a r t  o f the  s ta te  by
^ F r o m  th e  d e d ic a to ry  c o n c lu s io n  o f one v e r s io n  o f the  
o r ig in a l  K la n  P r e s c r ip t  p r in te d  in  W . B . R o m in e , A  S to ry  of the  
O r ig in a l  K la n  (P u la s k i /T e n n . 7 ,  1934), 17-24 .
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la te  1866 o r  e a r ly  1867. S e v e ra l o b s e rv e rs , u nd e r oa th , la te r  
re c a lle d  h av in g  w itn e s s e d  la rg e  K la n  pa rad es  d u r in g  th a t t im e .
F ro m  th is  f i r s t  fo o th o ld  n ex t to the m o th e r  den the K la n  
ra p id ly  sp re a d  th ro u g h  the  n o r th e rn  p a r t  o f A la b a m a . I t  was no 
d oubt s t im u la te d  by the im p e r ia l  re o rg a n iz a tio n  in  1867, and by 
e a r ly  1868 the  s e c re t s o c ie ty  was th o ro u g h ly  o rg a n iz e d  in  s e v e ra l 
s e c tio n s  o f the  s ta te . I t  was p a r t ic u la r ly  s tro n g  in  the n o r th e rn  
c o un ties  o f L a u d e rd a le , L im e s to n e , M a d ison , Ja ckson , M o rg a n , 
L a w re n c e , F ra n k lin ,  W in s to n , W a lk e r , F a y e tte , and B lo u n t. O th e r 
tha n  the n o r th , the h e a v ie s t c o n c e n tra t io n  o f K la n  a c t iv it y  was in  the 
B la c k  B e lt  co un ties  f r o m  M o n tg o m e ry  w e s t to  the s ta te  l in e ,  w ith  an 
e x te n s ive  o rg a n iz a tio n  in  the coun ties  o f H a le , S u m te r, G reene , 
P ic k e n s , and T u s c a lo o s a . A lth o u g h  th e re  w e re  s c a tte re d  dens 
th ro u g h o u t the o th e r c o u n tie s , these  a fo re m e n tio n e d  w e re  the a re as  
m o s t th o ro u g h ly  o rg a n iz e d . In  south  A la b a m a , a p a r t  f r o m  the c ity  
o f M o b ile ,  th e re  seem s to have been l i t t le  K la n  o rg a n iz a tio n ; h ow ­
e v e r  th a t p a r t  o f the s ta te  was fu l ly  o rg a n iz e d  by the K n ig h ts  o f the 
W h ite  C a m e llia , a r i v a l  though not c o m p e tit iv e  s e c re t  s o c ie ty . I f  
an o v e r la y  o f K la n  co un ties  is  s u p e rim p o s e d  on a p o l i t ic a l  o r  
ra c ia l  m ap o f the s ta te , i t  w i l l  show th a t K la n  m o b iliz a t io n  c o in ­
c id ed  fo r  the m o s t p a r t  w ith  a re as  o f b la c k  p o p u la tio n  d e n s ity  and
^ D a v is , A u th e n tic  H is to r y , 35; K u  K lu x  R e p o rt, "A la b a m a  
T e s tim o n y , "  598, 660.
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s tro n g  R e pu b lica n  o p e ra t io n s , tw o  in g re d ie n ts  w h ic h  w e re  th e m ­
se lves  m u tu a lly  re in fo rc in g .  E xce p tio n s  to  th is  can be seen, h ow ­
e v e r , w ith  som e of, the e a s te rn  B la c k  B e lt  c o u n tie s , such as L ee , 
M acon, R u s s e ll,  B u llo c k  and B a rb o u r , w h ich  w e re  h e a v ily  b la c k , 
c o n s is te n tly  R e p u b lica n , and ye t r e la t iv e ly  fre e  o f K la n  a c t iv ity .
T h is  u n c o n v e n tio n a l c o n d it io n  was p ro b a b ly  due to  the c o u n te r­
p o ise  o f the n e a rb y  s ta te  c a p ita l w ith  i t s  p ro x im a te  m i l i t a r y  and 
c iv i l  a u th o r ity .  W h a te ve r the re a so n , these c o u n tie s , a long  w ith  a 
fe w  o th e rs  w h ich  w e re  a ls o  b la c k  and ra d ic a l,  seem  to have la rg e ly  
escaped the u n re s t  and v io le n c e  th a t abounded in  the w e s t and n o r th  
o f the s ta te . T h e re  was a K la n  o rg a n iz a tio n  in  these  co un ties  but 
i t  was re la t iv e ly  im p o te n t. N o tw ith s ta n d in g  i ts  lo c a liz e d  n a tu re , 
th e re  was p ro b a b ly  as s tro n g  a K la n  o rg a n iz a tio n  in  A la ba m a  in  the 
e a r ly  days as in  any o th e r re a lm  o f the In v is ib le  E m p ire  a p a r t f ro m  
Tennessee . N u m b e rs  a re  im p o s s ib le  to a s c e r ta in ,  but one o b s e rv e r  
e s tim a te d  a t the t im e  th a t th e re  w e re  ten  to tw e lv e  thousand 
re g u la r ly  e n ro lle d  K la n s m e n  in  the s ta te  a t one p o in t and M a d iso n  
C oun ty , in  the n o r th , was sa id  to  have as m a n y  as 800 m e m b e rs .
A t  i t s  peak o f p o p u la r ity ,  when th e re  was som e hope fo r  
its  su ccess , i t  is  p ro b a b ly  c o r re c t  to  say th a t the  K la n  en joyed
Ib id . , 48; H o rn , In v is ib le  E m p ire , 114 -16 ; F le m in g ,  
C iv i l  W a r and R e c o n s tru c t io n , 6 67 -68; T re le a s e . W h ite  T e r r o r , 
81; K u  K lu x  R e p o rt, "A la b a m a  T e s tim o n y ,"  80, 753, 785.
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a lm o s t u n iv e rs a l s u p p o rt f r o m  c o n s e rv a tiv e  w h ite  A la b a m ia n s , 
a t le a s t  in  s p i r i t .  A nd  th is  in c lu d e d  w om en and c h ild re n .  Those 
h a lc y o n  days o f p e a c e fu l p a ra d in g  and p o p u la r ity  w e re  b r ie f ,  how ­
e v e r . D u r in g  the d i f f i c u l t  p o l i t i c a l  s tru g g le s  o f 1868 som e o f the 
p a tro n ag e  began to f a l l  aw ay, as s o f t - l in e r s  w e re  e ith e r  re p u ls e d  
by the v io le n c e  o r  cam e to  v ie w  the K la n  as p r e ju d ic ia l to c o n s e rv a ­
t iv e  hopes o f re c a p tu r in g  the s ta te  f r o m  the ra d ic a ls .  S u p p o rt fo r  
the  K la n  becam e m o re  c o v e r t  a t th a t p o in t,  as d id  i ts  a c t iv it ie s .
The h a r d - l in e r s ,  who s t i l l  b e lie v e d  in  the u t i l i t y  o f the s o c ie ty , now 
found  th e m s e lv e s  fa c in g  n o t o n ly  the w ra th  o f s ta te  and fe d e ra l 
a u th o r it ie s  but n e g a tive  p u b lic  o p in io n  v ib ra t io n s  f r o m  c o n s e rv a tiv e s  
as w e ll.  Som e people  who had h a ile d  the co m in g  o f the K la n  in  1867 
w e re  by 1869 condem ning  its  co n tin ue d  e x is te n c e . B y  then , o f 
c o u rs e , the o f f ic ia l  d is b a n d m e n t o rd e r  had been is s u e d  f r o m  im p e r ia l 
h e a d q u a r te rs , and the lo o s e  c o n tro ls  w h ich  had a lw a ys  been la rg e ly  
th e o re t ic a l w e re  now gone. F ro m  th is  t im e  fo rw a rd  th e re  w ou ld  
be co m p le te  f re e d o m  o f a c tio n  by lo c a l dens, though th e re  is  
re a s o n  to b e lie v e  th e re  was s t i l l  som e c o m m u n ic a tio n  and c o o r ­
d in a t io n  betw een dens, and p o s s ib ly ,  as one w r i t e r  c la im s , a 
s ta te  co m m a nd  h ie ra r c h y  o f s o r ts ,  f o r  s e v e ra l y e a rs  to  com e.
'^D a v is , A u th e n tic  H is to r y , 61.
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T h is  is  the phase in  K la n  h is to r y ,  h o w e v e r, when the 
c e le b ra te d  d e te r io ra t io n  o f the o rd e r  is  supposed to  have se t in .
E v e ry  h is to r ia n  o f the K la n  has re p o r te d  how the good nam e o f the 
o rd e r  was s u ll ie d  b y  e v i l  and d esp e ra te  m en  who began to m is u s e  
the K la n  m odus o p e ra n d i fo r  p e rs o n a l revenge  o r  c r im in a l i t y  and 
how "s p u r io u s  k la n s "  f lo u r is h e d  to  the fu r th e r  d e tr im e n t o f the K la n  
im a g e . I t  is  c e r ta in ly  in  the n a tu re  o f s e c re t  re g u la to r y  s o c ie tie s  
to d eg ene ra te  and u n d ou b te d ly  i t  happened to the K u  K lu x .  The d is ­
gu ise  a sp e c t was a lso  too good a p lo y  fo r  c r im in a l  im ita to r s  to fo re g o . 
Then  too , as e a r l ie r  d is c u s s e d , m a n y o f the "o u tra g e s "  a s c r ib e d  to 
the K u  K lu x  by the ra d ic a l p re s s  w e re  n o th ing  m o re  than com m on  
c r im in a l  a c t iv it ie s  w ith  no re a l K la n  in v o lv e m e n t — a s s a u lts , m u r ­
d e rs , and such. So i t  m a y  be th a t som e o f the d e g e n e ra tio n  o f K la n , 
w h ich  d id  o c c u r , a t le a s t  a c c o rd in g  to o r ig in a l p h ilo s o p h y  and p u r ­
poses o f the o rd e r ,  was n a tu ra l and p ro b a b ly  u na vo ida b le .
On the o th e r hand, th e re  is  s u ff ic ie n t  ev idence  to  conclude  
th a t m u ch  o f the te r r o r is m  and v io le n c e  th a t co n tin ue d  a fte r  the 
s o -c a lle d  d isba n dm en t was the w o rk  o f the re m n a n ts  o f o f f ic ia l  
dens and, i f  n o t a c tu a lly  p a r t ic ip a te d  in  by the le a d in g  c it iz e n s , a t 
le a s t  sp on so red  o r  s u p p o rte d  by the m . A lth o u g h  i t  m a y be t ru e ,  as 
a s s e r te d  by a p ro m in e n t K la n  s u p p o r te r , th a t "m a n y  o u tra g e s  w e re  
c o m m itte d  in  the nam e o f the K u  K lu x  th a t re a l ly  w e re  done by
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ir re s p o n s ib le  p a r tie s  who n e v e r be longed to  the K la n , m any 
o th e r o u tra g es  w e re  the  w o rk  o f tru e  K la n s m e n  who co u ld  not 
have co n tin ue d  to fu n c t io n  w ith o u t s u p p o rt o f a la rg e  p a r t  o f the 
w h ite  c o m m u n ity . W hen a c o m m u n ity  u n ite d  a g a in s t the K la n  
d e p re d a tio n s , as L im e s to n e  C ounty people  d id  in  1869-70 , they 
q u ic k ly  ceased. M any w itn e s s e s  b e fo re  the c o n g re s s io n a l in v e s t i­
g a tin g  c o m m itte e  o f 1871 w o u ld  te s t i f y  to th a t. ^ T h u s , the K la n  
was its  own w o rs t  enem y as fa r  as re p u ta tio n  was co nce rn ed .
B u t th a t was in  its  la t te r  days , w hen i t  co n tin ue d  to  fu n c tio n  long  
a f te r  even the p re s u m e d  need fo r  its  p ro te c t iv e  o r  re g u la to ry  s e r ­
v ic e s  had passed.
In  i t s  e a r ly  A la b a m a  phase, h o w e ve r, i t  was the g lo r y  o f 
a l l  c o n s e rv a tiv e s , a th in g  o f w o nd e r and e s o te r ic  p r id e .  W h e th e r 
one was a m e m b e r o r  n o t, he co u ld  bask in  the re f le c te d  h o n o r th a t 
cam e f r o m  th is  m y s te r io u s  o rd e r  th a t was s tan d ing  up to the fo rc e s  
o f unw an ted  change. H e re  was an o rg a n iz a tio n  th a t was doing 
s o m e th in g . "W e u n d e rs ta n d  a n u m b e r o f the w o n d e rfu l K u  K lu x  
K la n  have been seen abou t the good v il la g e  o f M a y s v il le ,  and tha t 
an u n lu c k y  B ad f e l l  in to  the hands o f the m y s te r io u s  b ro th e rh o o d
W a r and R e c o n s tru c t io n , 668.
^K u  K lu x  R e p o r t , "A la b a m a  T e s tim o n y , "  p a s s im ; see 
p a r t ic u la r ly  the te s t im o n y  o f D a n ie l C o lem an, 646 -6 8 , N ic h o la s  
D a v is , 780 -9 1 , and W i l l ia m  S. M udd, 1745-71 .
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
and was g iv e n  a le s s o n  th a t he w i l l  not soon fo rg e t ,  "  boasted  one 
c o n s e rv a tiv e  e d ito r ,  who seem ed to  be sa y ing  to b la cks  and r a d i­
c a ls , " w e ' l l  show you now ! A n o th e r g loa ted , in  a re m a rk a b ly  
p ro v o c a tiv e  b it  o f jo u r n a lis m ,  o v e r the K la n 's  s u c c e s s fu l 
expa ns ion  in  the s ta te :
The K K K  have a t le a s t  re a che d  M o b ile , T hey  a re  now 
sa id  to n um be r som e 75 ,000  in  A la b a m a . The L t .
G ra nd  C yc lops  has h e a d q u a rte rs  in  h is  sadd le  and 
h in d q u a rte rs  in  S ac red  S e rp e n t's  Den, and h is  cam p 
n ea r M o n tg o m e ry . H is  s ta f f  c o n s is ts  o f C o l. B la c k  
C at, C o l. W h ite  D eath , C ia n t, and L t .  Red D a gg e r.
The K u  K lu x  tro o p s  a re  v e ry  fond  o f n ig g e r  m e a t, 
and the G ra nd  B e e f M a s te r  has ju s t  is s u e d  ten  d a y 's  
ra t io n s  o f U n ion  L e a g u e rs , w h ich  d e s tro y e d  the 
R a d ic a l m a jo r i t y  in  two w hole  c o u n tie s .^
Such w r it in g s  w e re  des igned  to  be e n te r ta in in g  fo r  w h ite  
re a d e rs  and u n s e ttl in g  fo r  the  b lacks  and c e r ta in ly  d id  no th ing  to 
he lp  ra c e  re la t io n s .  T h ro u g h o u t la te  1867 and e a r ly  1868 th e re  was 
a co n c e rte d  e f fo r t  on the  p a r t  o f c o n s e rv a tiv e  p ap e rs  in  the s ta te  to 
c re a te  an im a g e  fo r  the  K la n  o f both  m y s te ry  and m a s te ry .  The 
G re e n s b o ro  B eacon re p o r te d  the e n try  o f the K u  K lu x  in to  H a le  
C ounty: "T h o u g h  h a rm le s s  to w a rd s  those  who d e p o rt th e m s e lv e s
as good c it iz e n s  the y  p ro v e  a t e r r o r  to  e v i l  d o e rs . "A t te n t io n
H u n ts v il le  Independent, quo ted  in  H u n ts v il le  A d vo ca te , 
A p r i l  7, 1868.
^A th e ns  W e e k ly  P o s t , A p r i l  2, 1868.
^ M a rc h  26, 1868.
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K . K . s ! "  w ro te  a n o th e r e d ito r ,  e x p la in in g  th a t the  m e e ting s  had
becom e too la rg e  fo r  the " H a l l"  and th a t "G ra n d  G e n e ra lis s im o "
had o rd e re d  th a t h e n c e fo rth  a s s e m b lie s  w ou ld  be h e ld  in  the fo re s t  
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a t the  d es ig n a te d  p lace . F ro m  the s u m m e r o f 1867 to  the s p r in g  
o f 1868, h a rd ly  an is s u e  o f som e c o n s e rv a tiv e  p ap e rs  passed  w ith ­
ou t some re p o r t  o f a K la n  p a rad e  o r  a n o tic e  o f K la n  m e e ting s .
M a n y o f the n o tic e s  w e re  p r in te d  in  the m a ca b re  s ty le  o f 
the  K la n  le x ic o n  and s e rv e d  the double  pu rpo se  o f n o t ify in g  m e m ­
b e rs  o f m e e ting s  and add ing  to the m y s te r io u s  a u ra  o f the s o c ie ty . 
P a r ts  o f such n o tice s  w e re  in  c ip h e r  — u s u a lly  ju s t  the t im e  and 
p lace  o f m e e tin g  — and the re s t  was sh e e r nonsense , though 
o c c a s io n a lly  the m essages w ou ld  be q u ite  p la in . The fo l lo w in g  is  
a good e xam p le  o f the c r y p t ic  type . I t  was f i r s t  p os ted  on the 
s tre e ts  o f T u s c a lo o s a  and then app ea re d  in  s e v e ra l new sp a pe rs : 
K U  K L U X
H o llo w  H e ll.  D e v il 's  Den, H o r r ib le  
Shadows, G h o s tly  S ep u lch re .
H e a d q u a rte rs  o f the Im m o r ta l A te  
o f the K . K . K . G lo om y  M o n th . B lo od y  
M oon. B la c k  N ig h t. L a s t  H o u r.
G e n e ra l O rd e rs  N o. 3
S hrouded  B ro th e rh o o d ! M u rd e re d  h e roe s  !
F l in g  the b loo d y  d i r t  th a t c o v e rs  you to the F o u r  
w in d s  !
E re c t  thy  G oddess on the banks o f the A ven u es. M a rk  
w e ll  y o u r fo e s ! S tr ik e  w ith  the re d  ho t s p e a r!
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P re p a re  C h aron  fo r  h is  ta s k !
E ne m ie s  re fo r m !  The sk ie s  s h a ll be b lacke n ed ! A  
s in g le  s ta r  s h a ll lo o k  down upon h o r r ib le  deeds! The 
n ig h t o w l s h a ll hoo t a re q u ie m  o 'e r  G h o s tly  C o rp ses ! 
B e w a re ! B e w a re ! B ew are !
The G re a t C yc lops is  a n g ry ! H o bg o b lins  re p o r t !
Shears and L ash  
T a r  and F e a th e rs ! H e ll and F u ry !
R evenge! R evenge! R evenge!
Bad m en ! W h ite , b la c k , y e llo w , re p e n t!
The h ou r is  a t hand! Be ye re a d y ! L ife  is  s h o r t.  . . .
A l l  w i l l  be w e ll !  ! !
B y  o rd e r  o f the G re a t 
B L U F U S T IN  
G. S. K .K . K .
A  t ru e  copy 
P e te r lo o  
P .S . K .K . K .
M o s t o f the n o tice s  w e re  m uch  le ss  s o p h is tic a te d , h o w e ve r,
and the fo l lo w in g  f ro m  a n o r th  A la b a m a  jo u rn a l is  f a i r l y  ty p ic a l:
S c o tt 's  S ep u lch re , N o r th e rn  
D iv is io n  
12 S arda , W e lls  S tand
K u -K lu x :  Y o u r G. G. C. w ish e s  to  e xp ress  h is  a p p ro ­
b a tio n  o f y o u r good deeds. The v ir tu o u s  s h a ll t r i ­
um ph; the g u il ty  m u s t b e w a re . O u r o rd e r  m u s t and 
s h a ll be v in d ic a te d . L e t  the K la n  a ssem b le  a t the 
u s u a l h o u r a t the M y s t ic  Den, to h e a r the re p o r t  o f 
K n ig h t H aw ks and G . G. T .
B> o rd e r  o f the G. G. C yc lo p s .
S. S. S. G rand  T u rk ^ ^
F le m in g , ed. , D ocum en ts  R e la tin g  ^  R e c o n s tru c t io n , No. 2, 31. 
^ ^A thens  W e e k ly  P o s t, M a rc h , 1868.
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A fte r  A p r i l ,  1868, the p re v io u s ly  m e n tio n e d  o rd e r  f ro m  
G e n e ra l S hephe rd 's  h e a d q u a rte rs  p ro h ib ite d  the p r in t in g  o f such 
n o tic e s  by the p re s s  and the K la n 's  p ropaganda  and c o m m u n ic a ­
t io n  a rm  was n o tic e a b ly  weakened. N e w spape rs  co n tin ue d  to p r in t  
news ite m s  o r  e d ito r ia l c o m m e n t about the o rd e r ,  but h e n c e fo rth  
o f f ic ia l  n o tice s  and w a rn in g s  had to  be p r in te d  in  b ro a d s id e  fo rm  
and p os te d  about the tow ns o r  d e liv e re d  p e rs o n a lly . V e rb a l o rd e rs  
and w a rn in g s , w h ic h  had been used  a l l  a lon g , now becam e the ru le .  
The K la n  was be ing  d r iv e n  u n d e rg ro u n d . The A la b a m a  A n t i-K u  
K lu x  la w s , passed  on G o v e rn o r S m ith 's  re c o m m e n d a tio n  in  
D e c e m b e r, 1868, fo rc e d  the o rd e r  to  d ro p  fu r th e r  ou t o f s ig h t but 
by  no m eans caused  its  d e m is e . B y  th a t t im e , la te  1868, the K la n , 
hav ing  been m u z z le d , o u tla w e d , and th w a r te d  in  its  e f fo r t  to in f lu ­
ence the N o v e m b e r e le c tio n s  in  the s ta te , seem s to have becom e 
m o re  d e te rm in e d  and ra s h  in  a c tio n s  a g a in s t s p e c if ic  e v ild o e rs ,  
pe rha ps  in  f r u s t r a t io n  a t not d e fe a tin g  the e v i l  i t s e l f .  W a rn in g s  
now w e re  q u ite  c le a r  and to  the p o in t. The fo l lo w in g  th re a t  was 
sen t to  H u n ts v il le  c a rp e tb a g g e r J . D . S ib le y , i l lu s t r a te d  w ith  a 
c rude  d ra w in g  o f a c o ff in  — a fa v o r i te  K la n  d e v ice . The m is ­
s p e ll in g  was no doubt p u rp o s e fu l.
M r .  S e lb le ys  you had b e t te r  le ave  h e re . You a re  
a th ie f  and you know  i t .  I f  you d o n 't  le ave  in  ten  
day 's  we w i l l  cu t y o u r  th ro a t. We a in ' t  a fte r  the 
n eg ro es ; but we in te n d  fo r  you dam n c a rp e t bag 
m en  to  go back to y o u r  hom es. You a re  s te a lin g
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e v e ry th in g  you can f in d . We m ean w h a t we say.
M in d  y o u r  eye.
Jam es H ow syn  
W i l l ia m  W h e re a tn e h r 
John M ixe m u h h  
S o lim a n  W ils o n  
P . J . S o lo n l ^
S ib le y  no doubt got the p o in t, though he d id  not leave  the
sta te  fo r  som e m o n th s . The R e pu b lica n  o rg a n  in  M o n tg o m e ry
q uo ted  a le t te r  f r o m  h im  in  J a n u a ry , 1869, in  w h ich  he asked  fo r
p ro te c t io n  to get to  W a sh ing ton  in  o rd e r  to te s t i fy  in  fa v o r  o f
som e s o r t  o f K u  K lu x  la w . K la n  p re s s u re s  o b v io u s ly  p ro m p te d
h is  e m ig ra tio n .  The ra d ic a l p re s s  a t th is  p o in t began to m ake
c a p ita l o f K u  K lu x  "o u tra g e s . "  Some R e p u b lic a n  e d ito rs  re s o r te d
to  p la y in g  the  K la n  gam e, th a t is ,  p u b lis h in g  th re a ts  o f th e ir  own
u s in g  the g ro te sq ue  K u  K lu x  s ty le . The H u n ts v il le  A dvo ca te
p r in te d  such a n o tice  to  its  e n e m ie s , K la n s m e n  no doubt:
B e w a re ! s p ir i t s  o f the n e th e r sp he re  — B e w a re !
O v e rm u c h  hath  the S erpe n t h is s e d  — too o ft  and 
too  deep have h is  fangs been fas te ne d . H is  p e s t i­
le n t ia l b re a th  is  s te n c h fu l, even  in  th is  re m o te  
and p ea ce fu l abode. B y  p e rm is s io n  o f the G re a t 
R u le r ,  we have g i r t  o u r a rm o r  and re su m e  the 
E a r th  F ie ld .  We know  no N o rth  o r  South . . . we 
a re  d e fe nd e rs  o f in no ce nce  — a ven ge rs  o f b loo d  - 
g u il t le s s  — D e pu tie s  o f D e s tin y  — U sh e rs  o f 
D oom  . . . .  The p a s t is  fo rg iv e n  but not fo rg o t te n !
The fu tu r e is  in  y o u r  hands ! "B u rn in g  fo r  b u rn in g  
— s t r ip e  fo r  s t r ip e  — wound fo r  wound — l i f e
^ ^ P r in te d  in  F le m in g ,  C iv i l  W a r and R e c o n s tru c t io n , 678.
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fo r  l i f e .  "  B ack to you r  g ra ves  and b loody  dens !
The lid le s s  eye is  upon you! A g a in  I  say, B e w a re !
H e ra ld  o f D o om ^^
I t  is  d o u b tfu l th a t K la n s m e n  w e re  as m uch  d is tu rb e d  by 
Such d ir e c t  ch a llenges  o r  th re a ts  as the y  w e re  by the bad pub ­
l i c i t y  they  w e re  e a rn in g  by th e ir  own e ffo r ts .  In  any even t, f ro m  
about th is  t im e , a fte r  the f a l l  e le c tio n s  o f 1868 and the e na c tm e nt 
o f the s ta te  a n t i-K u  K lu x  le g is la t io n ,  c o n s e rv a tiv e  e d ito rs ,  who had 
re c e n t ly  g lo r ie d  in  p u b lic iz in g  the hooded o rd e r ,  began to  p la y  i t  
dow n, deny its  e x is te n c e , and even advocate  its  su p p re s s io n .
M o s t ly ,  though , they  p ro te s te d  K la n  innocence  in  a l l  the a lle g e d  
"b lo o d y  s h i r t "  o u tra g e s . "W he n eve r n o r th e rn  ra d ic a ls ,  o r  so u th e rn  
b a s ta rd s  f in d  a neg ro  . . . the y  cannot c o n tro l,  o r  who w ants a share  
o f the s te a lin g s  and o f f ic e s , "  la m e n te d  one e d ito r ,  " th e y  m u rd e r  
h im  o u tr ig h t ,  and then , to  c o v e r th e ir  t ra c k s ,  h ow l K u  K lu x !  ^
T h is  was one ta c t ic  adopted; i .  e. , b lam e  a l l  the v io le n c e  on the 
o th e r s id e . T y p ic a lly ,  h o w e ve r, they  ju s t  t r ie d  to  g ive  the lie  
to  a lle g a tio n s  o f t e r r o r is m  and ch a rge  i t  o ff  as ra d ic a l p ro p a ­
ganda, w h ic h  to  some e x te n t i t  w as. A  J a c k s o n v ille  e d ito r  p e r ­
haps p u t i t  m o s t p u n g e n tly : "W e can te l l  you w h ic h  is  the b u tt end
o f a ja c k a s s ; its  the end tha t s w a llo w s  a l l  those  s to r ie s  about
^^A u g u s t 7, 1868.
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S outhern  o u tra g es  and then  b ra y s  K u  K lu x !  K u  K lu x !  ^ The K la n  
now was b eg inn ing  to re a p  the w h ir lw in d  i t  had sow n. B e fo re  tha t 
happened, though, the A la b a m a  R e a lm  en joyed  som e m o m e n ts  o f 
sp le n d o r a t the  expense o f its  a n ta g o n is ts , the ra d ic a ls  and b la c k s , 
and i t  was these m o m e n ts  th a t w e re  la te r  enhanced to  c re a te  the 
ro m a n t ic  K la n  legends.
The m akeup o f the K la n  in  A la b a m a  c lo s e ly  re s e m b le d  tba t
in  Tennessee and the o th e r  re a lm s , e m b ra c in g  the e n tire  w h ite
s o c ia l s p e c tru m . The t r a d i t io n a l v ie w  is  th a t the o rd e r  was
o rg a n iz e d  by the c re a m  o f so u th e rn  s o c ie ty , the o ld e r  c o m m u n ity
le a d e rs  o f re c o g n iz e d  ra n k  and s ta t io n  whose goa ls  and d ire c t io n s
fo r  the K la n  w e re  on the h ig h e s t p lanes o f h o n o r and d is c ip lin e ,  but
th a t u n a v o id a b ly  the y  w e re  d is p la c e d  by le s s e r  m e n  o f base m o tiv e s
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who c o n tro lle d  th ing s  d u r in g  the d e g e n e ra tive  p e r io d . T h is  t r a ­
d it io n  is  to  som e deg ree  t ru e  fo r  A la ba m a  and fo r  a l l  o f the 
E m p ire  because the f i r s t  dens w e re  o rg a n iz e d  and d ire c te d  by 
c o m m u n ity  le a d e rs , and th is  c la ss  does seem  to have been m uch 
le s s  d ir e c t ly  in v o lv e d  in  K la n  a c t iv it ie s  d u r in g  the la te r  v io le n t
^ ^ J a c k s o n v ille  R e p u b lic a n , M a y  20, 1870.
^ ^ W il l ia m  A . D unn ing , R e c o n s tru c t io n , P o l i t ic a l  and 
E c o n o m ic , 1865-1877 (New Y o rk  and London , 1907), 122-23; 
F le m in g ,  S equel o f A p p o m a tto x , 258 -59 ; F le m in g ,  C iv i l  W a r 
and R e c o n s tru c t io n , 668; Jam es W . G a rn e r , R e c o n s tru c t io n  m  
M is s is s ip p i ( r e p r in t  e d it io n ; B aton  Rouge, 1968), 339; H o rn , 
In v is ib le  E m p ire , 361 -7 2 ; T re le a s e , W h ite  T e r r o r , 51.
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s tag e s , even to the p o in t o f some le a d e rs  tu rn in g  c o m p le te ly  aw ay 
f r o m  the o rd e r .
T h is  is  not the w hole  s to ry ,  h o w e v e r, because th e re  is  
an in fe re n c e  in  the t ra d i t io n  th a t the o ld e r  and m o re  h o n o rab le  
le a d e rs  subse qu e n tly  opposed the d e te r io ra te d  K u  K lu x  in  o rd e r  to 
end the t e r r o r is m ,  and th is  is  s im p ly  not the case, a t le a s t f o r  
A la b a m a . I t  was o n ly  w hen the m o re  u n ru ly  dens began to c o m m it 
co m m o n  c r im e s  o f la rc e n y ,  a rs o n  and a s s a u lt ,  je o p a rd iz in g  the 
p ro p e r ty  and w e ll-b e in g  o f c o n s e rv a tiv e s  o r  accep tab le  ra d ic a ls ,  
o r  when the t e r r o r iz in g  o f b la cks  s e r io u s ly  d is ru p te d  the la b o r ­
in g  fo r c e ,  th a t n a tive  le a d e rs h ip  tu rn e d  s h a rp ly  and e ffe c t iv e ly  
a g a in s t the K la n s , w h e th e r re a l o r s p u r io u s . Such a s itu a t io n  
o c c u r re d  in  L im e s to n e  County, and the re a c tio n  was fo r c e fu l.  ^^ 
T h e re  w e re  p ro te s ta t io n s  a g a in s t the v io le n c e  by some c o n s e rv a tiv e  
n ew spape rs  bu t these w e re  u s u a lly  p re d ic a te d  on the b as is  o f the 
p o l i t ic a l  re v e rb e ra t io n s  such v io le n c e  caused and not g e n e ra l ly  
on any sym p a th y  fo r  the v ic t im s ,  though th a t o c c a s io n a lly  was 
o ffe re d  too. A l l  c la sse s  o f A la b a m a  w h ite s  w e re  as to ta l ly  c o m ­
m itte d  to m a in ta in in g  w h ite  s u p re m a c y  as they  had been to  p re ­
s e rv in g  s la v e ry  in  a n te b e llu m  days , and the  g re a t  m a jo r i t y  o f
^ ^ K u  K lu x  R e p o rt,  "A la b a m a  T e s tim o n y , "  see te s t im o n y  
o f D a n ie l C o lem an, 6 4 6 -6 8 ; N ic h o la s  D a v is , 780 -9 1 ; W il l ia m  
R ic h a rd s o n , 815 -5 6 ; and L e o n a rd  L . W e ir ,  694 -722 .
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w h ite s , a t le a s t  in  K la n  a re a s , w e re  e q u a lly  as u n ite d  in  th e ir  
o p p o s itio n  and lo a th in g  o f ra d ic a ls .  Thus, when the v io le n c e  was 
d ire c te d  a g a in s t e ith e r  o f these g roups th e re  was no g re a t 
re m o rs e  shown by any c la ss  o f w h ite s ; e xcep t th a t o c c a s io n a l con ­
c e rn  was vo ice d  o v e r the d is ru p tio n  o f la b o r . "T h e  s e c e s s io n is t 
c la ss  h e re  has no sense o f ju s t ic e  w h a te ve r f o r  the fre e d m e n , "  
w ro te  the H u n ts v il le  F re e d m e n ’ s B u rea u  agent to h is  s u p e r io r ;
", . . the y  w i l l  chea t the m  o f th e ir  v e ry  l i f e  b read  i f  s itu a tio n s  
fa v o r  . . . and p un ish  even to death  i f  the y  p ro te s t too s tre n u o u s ly .
W ith  such a ttitu d e s  p re v a le n t th e re  was no t m uch  l i k e l i ­
hood o f any g re a t co nce rn  am ong w h ite s  fo r  tre s p a s s e s  a g a in s t the 
c o lo re d  ra c e . One m i l i t a r y  in v e s t ig a to r  re p o r te d  f ro m  G reene 
C ounty th a t he found  th e re  " .  . . the m a jo r it y  o f  the w h ite  people  
e nco u rag in g , ta c i t ly ,  by th e ir  le th a rg y  and fee b le  co ndem na tion , 
the la w le s s  s p i r i t  th a t p re v a ils ,  and p u rs u in g  an u n ju s t s y s te m  o f 
p ro s c r ip t io n  a g a in s t the fre e d m e n  who d i f fe r  w ith  the m  p o li t ic a l ly .  "  
He fu r th e r  o b s e rv e d , w ith  a g re a t dea l o f in s ig h t ,  th a t i t  lo oke d  as i f  
the w h ites  w e re  s y s te m a t ic a lly  t r y in g  to s tam p  o u t the m o re  " in d u s ­
t r io u s  and in te l l ig e n t  fre e d m e n "  in  o rd e r  tha t the y  m ig h t b e tte r  con-
^ ^ C a llis  to Swayne, H u n ts v il le ,  A la . , J a n u a ry  26, 1867, 
G e n e ra l L e t te r s  R e ce ived , 1867, in  F re e d m e n 's  B u rea u  R e c o rd s , 
RG 105, N A .
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A l l  o f th is  s tro n g ly  in d ic a te s  th a t w h ile  the  o ld e r  and m o re  
p ro m in e n t m en m ay have p laye d  th e ir  m o s t a c tiv e  ro le  in  the 
o rg a n iz a tio n a l and e a r ly  phases o f the K la n  in  A la b a m a , i t  is  no t 
l ik e ly  th a t they e v e r c o m p le te ly  abandoned th e ir  s ym p a th ie s  and 
s u p p o rt fo r  i t .  They m a y  have d is c o n tin u e d  th e ir  p a r t  o f the a c tu a l 
th re a te n in g  o r  r id in g  o r  w h ip p in g  when the v io le n c e  h e igh tened , 
b u t m o s t o f the m  p ro b a b ly  co n tin ue d  to  s m ile  to th e m s e lv e s  o r 
q u ie t ly  app laud  w h en e ve r som e "u p p ity "  b la c k  o r  " r a s c a l ly "  c a rp e t-  
b ag ge r re c e iv e d  h is  " ju s t  d u e s" f r o m  K u  K lu x  hands.
Who then  w e re  the people  a c tu a lly  do ing  the w o rk  fo r  the 
hooded o rd e r :  the n ig h t r id in g ,  the in t im id a tin g ,  and the ly n c h in g ?
I t  is  im p o s s ib le ,  o f c o u rs e , to deve lop  an a c c u ra te  p ro f i le  o f the 
a ve rag e  G hou l, o r  N ig h t H aw k, o r  C yc lo p s ; the data  is  s im p ly  not 
a v a ila b le . B ut by c o m b in in g  s im p le  lo g ic  w ith  the ev idence  th a t is  
a v a ila b le  a few  re a son ab le  sp e cu la tio n s  can be m ade. K la n s m e n  o f 
a l l  ra n ks  d u r in g  the e a r ly  days m ay have com e m o re  f r o m  che upp e r 
s o c io e c o n o m ic  le v e ls ; young m en and o ld  who w e re  caught up in  the 
e x c ite m e n t o f th is  new phenom enon w h ic h  was a t once a p a t r io t ic  
v e n tu re  (Just l ik e  going o ff  to w a r to p ro te c t  " f ie ld  and f i r e s id e " ) ,  
and a n e c e s s a ry  a c t iv i t y  (as the s lave  p a tro ls  o f p re w a r days). B ut 
when the p a ra d in g  and p o s tu r in g  becam e passe  and the o rd e r  passed
H u n ts v i l le ,  A la .  , A u g u s t 7 , 1 8 6 9 , p r in te d  in  K u  K lu x  R e p o r t , 
" A la b a m a  T e s t im o n y ,"  11 9 1 .
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
o v e r f r o m  s im p le  re g u la t io n  to p a r tis a n  v ig i la n t is m ,  and when 
the fun  w e n t o u t o f i t  excep t fo r  those m o re  b ru t is h  types who 
en joyed  w h ip p in g  N e g ro e s , and i t  becam e i l le g a l ,  no doubt m any 
o f the o ld e r  and m o re  a ff lu e n t m e m b e rs  d id  p u ll back  f r o m  the 
K la n . They had the m o s t to lose  by co n tin ue d  a s s o c ia t io n , and 
b e ing  b e tte r  educated  th e y  w e re  p ro b a b ly  m o re  s e n s it iv e  about 
p a r t ic ip a t in g  in  som e o f the m o re  b a rb a ro u s  w o rk . T h ey  con­
tin u e d  to  s u p p o rt the K la n  g e n e ra l ly , as noted  above, and som e 
o f the m  s tayed  w ith  i t  to the end — in  t i t u la r  ro le s  m o s t ly ^ ^  — 
but the m en  who d id  a l l  the p h y s ic a l "k u  k lu x in g "  a fte r  1868 w e re  
u n q u e s tio n a b ly  a cu t lo w e r  in  both  s o c ia l s ta t io n  and age.
Y ou th , o f c o u rs e , was a n a tu ra l p re re q u is ite  fo r  such 
a c t iv it ie s .  I t  was ra th e r  s tre nu o us  w o rk  r id in g  about the 
c o u n try s id e  a t n ig h t do ing  a l l  th a t "h a llo in g ,  "  s h oo ting , and f lo g ­
g ing , and i t  was the k in d  o f a c tio n  th a t was m o re  a tt ra c t iv e  to
John T . M o rg a n  as G ra n d  D rag on  o f the s ta te  f r o m  1871 to  1867. 
He was s a id  to have re p la c e d  G e n e ra l Jam es H . C la n to n  in  th a t 
c a p a c ity  a f te r  C la n ton  was m u rd e re d  in  K n o x v il le  by an agent o f 
a r i v a l  in  a r a i lr o a d  l i t ig a t io n .  I t  is  h a rd  to  im a g in e  e ith e r  one 
o f these in d iv id u a ls  co un ten an c in g , m uch  le ss  p a r t ic ip a t in g  in , 
the  s o r t  o f t e r r o r is m  the la te r  A la b a m a  K u  K lu x  e m p loyed . 
C la n to n  had a re p u ta tio n  o f c h a r ita b le n e s s  and hum ane fe e lin g s  
to w a rd  the b la c k s . M o rg a n  was e le c te d  U. S. S en a to r in  1876 
and s e rv e d  som e t h i r t y  y e a rs . A n y  co nn ec tio n  th a t these  two 
m en  had w ith  the K la n  was p ro b a b ly  ex o f f ic io  and n o m in a l and 
fu l ly  re la te d  to the o r ig in a l p h ilo s o p h y  o f the o rd e r .  See D a v is , 
A u th e n tic  H is to r y ,  45.
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young m en  and boys — who had m is s e d  the  "b ig  w a r "  and needed 
an escape f r o m  th e ir  ted io us  r u r a l  ro u tin e s . M a n y o b s e rv e rs  
te s t i f ie d  to  the yo u th fu ln e ss  o f K la n s m e n  and one A la ba m a  
R e pu b lica n  was su re  tha t m o s t o f the m  w e re  young boys whose 
p a re n ts  d id  not know  o f th e ir  m e m b e rs h ip  and w o u ld  not have 
a pp ro ved  o f i t .  John A . M in n is ,  U n ited  S ta tes D is t r ic t  
A tto rn e y  fo r  n o r th  A la b a m a , m ade som e in te re s t in g  p o in ts  re g a rd ­
in g  the youth  and im m a tu r it y  o f the  la t te r - d a y  K la n s m e n  in  an 
a dd re ss  in  M o n tg o m e ry  in  1872:
T h e re  is  one fe a tu re  o f th is  m o n s tro u s  k la n  to 
w h ich  I  c a l l  y o u r a tte n tio n . I t  is  the m a n n e r in  
w h ic h  young m en and boys a re  d ra w n  in to  i t .  A  
p ro p o s it io n  is  m ade to  them  to  go to see a l i t t le  
fun . U n s u s p e c tin g ly  they agree  to i t ,  and s ta r t  
o ff  w ith  a c ro w d  n o t know ing  o r  su spe c ting  a n y ­
th in g  w ro n g , get o ff  to some o ld  f ie ld  o r  woods, 
a l l  h a lt ,  som e d is g u is e  th e m s e lv e s , o th e rs  
. . . a re  d ire c te d  to p u t th e ir  s h ir ts  and d ra w e rs  
o v e r th e ir  pants and coats . In  th is  s itu a t io n  a 
n eg ro  is  w h ipped , o r  in  some in s ta n c e s  k i l le d .
A t  once the o b lig a t io n  is  re a d , and the p e n a lty  
o f d is c lo s in g  e xp la in e d , and w h e th e r the young 
m an  o r  boy takes the o b lig a t io n  o r  no t he is  
e n ro lle d  as a m e m b e r and h is  m ou th  shut 
. . . .  A nd  in  th is  w ay y o u r sons have been . . . 
u n s u s p e c tin g ly  to you, and w ith o u t in te n d in g  
i t  th e m s e lv e s , d ra w n  in to  th is  m o s t d ia b o lic a l 
c o n s p ira c y .
^^K u  K lu x  R e p o rt, "A la b a m a  T e s t im o n y ,"  p a s s im ; 
see p a r t ic u la r ly  the s ta te m e n ts  o f Judge W il l ia m  S. M udd, 
1745-71 .
A d d re s s  o f John A . M in n is : K u  K lu x  in  A la ba m a  
(P a m p h le t, M o n tg o m e ry , 1872), 22.
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M in n is  to ld  o f h av in g  p e rs o n a lly  e xam ine d  s e v e ra l w i t ­
nesses who p leaded  th a t they  had been re c ru ite d  in  such m a n n e r. 
T h e re  is  no re a so n  to doubt h is  s ta te m e n t as he was a m an 
re s p e c te d  by a l l  c la s s e s . H o w e ve r, he m a y  have been som ew ha t 
dec ie ve d  by h is  w itn e s s e s  who p ro b a b ly  o ffe re d  such  excuses in  
hope o f g e ttin g  c o u r t  le n ie n c y  — "co p p in g  a p le a "  in  the ja rg o n  o f 
today. M o s t K la n s m e n  u nd ou b te d ly  w e n t in to  the  s o c ie ty  w ith  th e ir  
eyes fu l ly  open. B u t h is  a s s e r tio n  does say s o m e th in g  o f the age 
o f the m e m b e rs h ip . T h e re  is  a s tro n g  in fe re n c e , a ls o , tha t the 
m e n to rs  o f these  "m is g u id e d "  youths w e re  som ew ha t o ld e r  and 
m o re  ca llo u s e d , w h ich  w o u ld  ju s t i f y  the o p in io n s  o f o th e rs  who saw 
them  as " ig n o ra n t  ru f f ia n s "  and "m e n  o f w o rth le s s  c h a ra c te r .
E v e ry o n e , a p o lo g is ts  and d e t ra c to rs ,  a t the t im e  and 
s in ce , has g e n e ra l ly  a g re e d  th a t i t  was "w o r th le s s  c h a ra c te rs "  
who m anned the l is t s  o f the K la n  a fte r  abou t 1869 and who p e r ­
p e tra te d  the w o rs t  o f the o u tra g e s . R a d ic a ls , f o r  the m o s t p a r t,  
b e lie v e d  th is  was the case f ro m  the s ta r t ,  a lthough  the y  p ro b a b ly  
w ou ld  have in c lu d e d  som e o f the le a d in g  c o n s e rv a tiv e s  in  th a t 
c la ss  as w e ll.  The e d ito r  o f the ra d ic a l A la b a m a  State  J o u rn a l 
a s s e r te d  i t :  "D e s p ite  the a s s e r tio n s  o f the re b e l D e m o c ra tic  p re s s , 
i t  is  an u nden iab le  fa c t th a t th e re  e x is ts , and has e x is te d  fo r  some
^^K u  K lu x  R e p o rt,  "A la b a m a  T e s t im o n y ,"  600, 722.
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t im e ,  in  th is  and o th e r s ta te s , a s e c re t o rg a n iz a tio n , w h a te v e r its  
nam e m a y  be, com posed o f b ru ta l and in s e n s it iv e  m en  h o s tile  to 
the G o v e rn m e n t, who go about c o m m itt in g  o u tra g es  . . . upon 
u n a rm e d  and d e fe nse le ss  m en . N e ith e r  he n o r the m a jo r it y
o f ra d ic a ls  e v e r acknow ledged  any d is t in c t io n s  o f re f in e m e n t 
betw een the e a r ly  and la te  K la n .
A p o lo g is ts , on the o th e r hand, w ou ld  n o t even a d m it tha t 
the t e r r o r is m  was the w o rk  o f the " t r u e "  K la n  m o v e m e n t, p r e fe r ­
r in g  to  th ro w  i t  o ff  on "s p u r io u s  k la n s "  o r  b a s ta rd  e lem en ts  o f the 
o r ig in a l m o ve m en t. H is to r ia n s  in  the t r a d i t io n a l v e in  have v ie w e d  
th is  as the d e te r io ra t io n  p hase, though som e o f the m o re  ro m a n ­
t ic a l ly  in c lin e d  have la pse d  in to  a m b iv a le n c y  in  t r y in g  to d if fe re n ­
t ia te  betw een the este e m e d  band th a t h e lped  to  ra n s o m  the South 
f r o m  1868 th ro u g h  1876 and the gang o f deg en e ra te s  who w e re  
d e fa m in g  the K la n  a t the  sam e t im e . T h is  in c o n g ru ity  can p ro b ­
a b ly  b es t be ra t io n a liz e d ,  as W a lte r  F le m in g  d id  i t ,  in  te rm s  o f 
a K la n  ethos o r  " s p i r i t .  "  In  such v e in  p r a c t ic a l ly  any e f fo r t  to
^ ^ J a n u a ry  16, 1869.
w ags), b e fo re  the c o n g re s s io n a l c o m m itte e , d id  re c o g n iz e  a 
change fo r  the w o rs e  in  the K la n  a fte r  1868 and showed som e 
u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f the ra t io n a le  o f the o rd e r  a t the o u ts e t. K u 
K lu x  R e p o r t , "A la b a m a  T e s tim o n y , " see p a r t i c u la r ly  t e s t i ­
m o n y  o f N ic h o la s  D a v is , 780-91 ; S am ue l H a le , 1812-35 ; John 
A . M in n is ,  527 -71 ; and S am ue l F .  R ic e , 492 -525 .
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o v e r th ro w  the ra d ic a ls  — p o li t ic a l,  s o c ia l,  e co n o m ic , o r  w h a t­
e v e r — cou ld  be c o n s id e re d  a K la n  e f fo r t  and in  the b es t t ra d it io n s  
o f so u th e rn  p a t r io t is m ,  even i f  no t q u ite  a lw ays  c o n s is te n t w ith  the 
o r ig in a l K u  K lu x  purpo ses  to "p ro te c t  and defend the C o n s titu t io n "  
and to  "a id  and a s s is t  in  e xecu tion  o f a l l  c o n s titu tio n a l la w s . 
A c c o rd in g  to  F le m in g : " in  one sense p ra c t ic a l ly  a l l  a b le -b o d ie d
n a tiv e  w h ite  m en be longed to  the o rd e r ,  and i f  s o c ia l and bus iness 
o s tra c is m  be co n s id e re d  as a m a n ife s ta tio n  o f the K u  K lu x  K la n
is  o b v io u s ly  c a r ry in g  the m a tte r  a b it  fa r ,  though c e r ta in ly  wom en 
and c h ild re n  d id  s u p p o rt the m o ve m en t.
One ra d ic a l te s t i f ie d  th a t he though t the hooded s o c ie ty  
in c lu d e d  a l l  e x -C o n fe d e ra te s , but tha t too was a g ro ss  e x a g g e ra ­
t io n , as m any ve te ra n s  o f C on fe de ra te  s e rv ic e  u n ite d  w ith  the 
R e p u b lica n  p a r ty .  I t  is  p ro b a b ly  safe to say, as d id  C h a rle s  
S te a rn s , a n o r th e rn e r  who m e t f r u s tr a t io n  in  G e o rg ia  a f te r  the w a r in  
the t r ic k y  co tto n  p la n tin g  b u s in e ss , th a t those  who m ade up the K la n
^® "R e v ise d  and A m ended  P re s c r ip t  o f the K u  K lu x  K la n ,"  
p r in te d  in  L e s te r  and W ils o n , K u  K lu x  K la n , 54.
2 ^ C iv i l  W a r and R e c o n s tru c t io n , 668.
^ ^ A fte r  a l l ,  som ebody had to sew the c a lic o  in to  robes and 
the m a r r ie d  G houls p ro b a b ly  w e re  no t nagged too m uch  about th e ir  
la te  h o u rs .
S^K u  K lu x  R e p o rt , "A la b a m a  T e s t im o n y ,"  1282.
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in  G e o rg ia  w e re  "n e ith e r  b e tte r n o r w o rs e , than  the ave rag e  o f the 
p o p u la tio n ; but s im p ly  young m en, w ith  p le n ty  o f le is u re  on th e ir  
hands and w ith  a g re a t lo ve  o f a d ve n tu re  in  th e ir  so u ls , and in te n s e ­
ly  re b e l in  th e ir  p ro c l iv i t ie s .  H is  a n a ly s is  is  p ro b a b ly  a p p lic a b le
to  A la b a m a  as w e ll,  and c o n s id e r in g  the p re v a il in g  r a c ia l a tt itu d e s  
o f a l l  c la sses  a t the t im e , i t  is  not in c o n c e iv a b le  th a t even the "b e t ­
t e r  s o r ts "  found  a d v e n tu re , even p le a s u re  in  "k u  k lu x in g "  b lacks  — 
e s p e c ia lly  i f  th e re  was the  s lig h te s t  p ro v o c a tio n , re a l o r  im a g in e d .
A n o th e r n o tab le  c h a ra c te r is t ic  o f A la b a m a  K la n s m e n , w h ich  
was a ls o  a pp a ren t in  o th e r s ta te s , was th e ir  s in g u la r  a n o n y m ity .
T hey  w e re , o f co u rse , e s s e n t ia l ly  anonym ous a t the t im e , but to  h is ­
to r y  the v e i l  o f o b s c u r ity  is  p ra c t ic a l ly  c o m p le te . T h e re  a re  few 
K la n  he roe s  to e x a lt  o r  condem n. Some nam es c ro p  up h e re  and 
th e re ; the h a n d fu l o f n o n d e s c r ip ts  who w e re  p ro s e c u te d  by the fe d ­
e ra l g o v e rn m e n t, a few  a lle g e d  le a d e rs , and a le s s e r  few  who la te r  
a d m itte d  m e m b e rs h ip  fo r  p u b lic a t io n ; but in  c o m p a ris o n  to  the 
re p u te d  thousands who be longed , i t  is  v i r tu a l ly  an unknow n o rd e r .
The K la n s m a n  who has been c e le b ra te d  as the s a v io r  o f the  South 
by m a n y w r i te r s  in  the p a s t is  a c ip h e r , a c o m p o s ite  o f m any c h e r ­
is h e d  concepts o f m anhood. The f ic t io n  w r i t e r s  and pseudo ­
h is to r ia n s  have been p a r t ia l l y  re s p o n s ib le  f o r  th is  bu t the a n o n y m ity
R ebe ls  (New Y o rk , 1872), 424.
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i t s e l f  was a cause . I f  the he roe s  w e re  to  be nam e le ss  and fa c e le s s , 
then  the y  had to  be g iven  fo r m  and c h a ra c te r . T h us , the d e v e lo p ­
m e n t o f s te re o ty p e s  th a t b e a r l i t t le  re la t io n  to the t ru th  e ith e r  fo r  
the s o -c a lle d  good guys o r  the bad.
T h e re  a re  a few  excep tion s  to  th is  and one A la b a m a  K la n s ­
m an  who was a ny th ing  bu t a h y b r id ,  and c e r ta in ly  no t a nonym ous, 
was R y la n d  Rando lph  o f T u s c a lo o s a . R ando lph  was the dough ty e d i­
t o r  o f the T u s c a lo o s a  Independent M o n ito r  noted  e a r l ie r  in  connec­
t io n  w ith  h is  e x p u ls io n  f ro m  the s ta te  le g is la tu re  in  1869. The 
T u s c a lo o s a  den o f the K u  K lu x  was one o f the f i r s t  o rg a n iz e d  o u ts id e  
o f n o r th  A la b a m a , be ing  fo rm e d  so m e tim e  in  la te  1867 w ith  R andolph 
h im s e lf  do ing  the g ro u n d w o rk . R ando lph  la te r  re c a lle d  th a t he had 
h e a rd  o f the K la n  as e a r ly  as the "w in te r  o f 1866, "  and when he 
m o ve d  to T u s c a lo o s a  to  take  o v e r  the M o n ito r  he re s o lv e d  to  s ta r t  
h is  own c h a p te r . He re c e iv e d  h is  in s tru c t io n s  and a copy o f the 
P r e s c r ip t  d ir e c t ly  f r o m  M e m p h is  (G e n e ra l F o r r e s t  l iv e d  th e re ) , 
r a th e r  than  f r o m  any o th e r s ta te  o rg a n iz a tio n .
Upon f i r s t  a r r iv in g  in  T u s c a lo o s a , R ando lph  found  the w h ite  
people  o f the c o m m u n ity  som ew ha t "o n  the fe n c e " in  re g a rd  to 
R a d ic a l R e c o n s tru c t io n  p o lic y  and " t im id  and a f r a id "  in  the face  
o f g ro w in g  in s o le n c e  on the p a r t  o f som e b la c k  re s id e n ts .
C iv i l  W a r and R e c o n s tru c t io n , 661.
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R ando lph  too k  the  o ffe n s iv e  in  h is  p a p e r, the m a sthead  o f w h ich  
b o ld ly  p ro c la im e d  "W h ite  M a n  — R ig h t o r  W ron g  — s t i l l  the  W hite  
M a n !"  Because of the s tro n g  ra c is t  appea ls  and a n t i- r a d ic a l p ro p a ­
ganda he o ffe re d  in  the M o n ito r , he soon had m o s t o f the w h ites  
u n ite d  in  re s is t in g  the ra d ic a ls  and found  h im s e lf  to be the d a r lin g  
o f the  w h ite  p o p u la tio n  w h ich  a p p a re n tly  was in s p ire d  and s tre n g th ­
ened b y  h is  bo ld n ess . R ando lph  was "h o n o re d ,"  as he sa id , by 
b e ing  chosen " le a d e r ^ r a n d  G ia n ^ / o f the T u s c a lo o s a  K la n .
He k e p t up a re le n t le s s  a tta c k  on h is  e ne m ie s , both  e d i to r ia l ly  and 
p h y s ic a lly ,  got h im s e lf  in v o lv e d  in  s e v e ra l s t re e t lig h ts ,  was a r re s te d  
once by  the m i l i t a r y ,  had h is  new sp a pe r su pp re ssed  te m p o ra r i ly ,  
lo s t  h is  le g  to an a s s a s s in 's  a tte m p t on h is  l i f e ,  was e le c te d  and 
e x p e lle d  f ro m  the le g is la tu re ,  and th ro u g h  i t  a l l  seem ed to le a d  a 
s o r t  o f c h a rm e d  l i fe .
T e m p o r a r i ly  a lo c a l h e ro , R ando lph  a tta c k e d  e v i l  w h e re e v e r 
he saw i t ,  even in  the D e m o c ra tic  ra n k s , and h is  in d is c re t io n s  in  
th a t d ire c t io n  got h im  in to  tro u b le  w ith  the c o n s e rv a tiv e  le a d e rs , 
w ho by 1869-70 , had re -e v a lu a te d  h is  e x tr e m is t  ta c t ic s  and judged  
th e m  to  be a p o l i t ic a l  l ia b i l i t y  and is o la te d  h im  f ro m  the p a r ty . 
R a nd o lp h 's  jo u r n a l is t ic  and K u  K lu x  ro le s  w e re  c lo s e ly  connected, 
and th e re  was o n ly  a f in e  lin e  betw een h is  o v e r t  and c o v e r t a c tion s  
a g a in s t the ra d ic a ls .  H is  T u sca lo o sa  den, w h ic h  n u m be re d  about
^ I b i d . , 677.
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s ix ty  m e m b e rs , was e s p e c ia lly  a c tiv e  d u r in g  1868-69 . One o f its  
m o s t e ffe c t iv e  cam pa igns was in  keep ing  the U n iv e rs ity  o f A la b a m a  
f r o m  be ing  opened by the ra d ic a ls .  T h is  was a c c o m p lis h e d  by 
th re a te n in g  and d r iv in g  o ff  both  s tuden ts  and fa c u lty .  P ra c t ic a l ly  
e v e ry  is s u e  o f the Independent M o n ito r  f o r  s u m m e r and f a l l  o f 
1868 c a r r ie d  som e in c e n d ia ry  in d ic tm e n t o f R a d ic a l R e c o n s tru c t io n , 
to  the exte n t o f n am ing  and d e fa m in g  in d iv id u a l ra d ic a ls  and b la cks  
and d e s ig n a tin g  cand ida tes fo r  "k u  k lu x in g . "
P e rh a p s  R a nd o lp h 's  g re a te s t c la im  to fam e  (o r  in fa m y ), 
cam e as a re s u lt  o f a b i t  o f K la n  p ropaganda  w h ich  a ppea red  in  the 
S ep tem be r 1, 1868, is s u e  o f the M o n ito r . I t  was the fam ous w ood - 
cu t o f two m en be ing  hanged f ro m  a t re e  as a "K .  K .K .  "  m u le  
w a lke d  ou t f ro m  u nd e r the m . One m an  b o re  a ca rp e tb ag  w ith  the 
in s c r ip t io n  "O h io "  on i t ,  w h ich  was the fo r m e r  hom e o f the p ro ­
posed  p re s id e n t o f the u n iv e rs i ty ,  A . S. L a k in ,  and the e n tire  
scene was cap tioned , "A  P ro s p e c tiv e  Scene in  the C ity  o f O aks,
4 th  o f M a rc h , 1869. "  T h is  w oodcu t was p ic k e d  up by the 
R e pu b lica n  p re s s  a ro u n d  the c o u n try  and R ando lph  was s e v e re ly  
ce nsu re d  fo r  h is  c a llo u s n e s s . C u r io u s ly , i t  m ade b e tte r  p ro p a ­
ganda fo r  the R a d ic a l p a r ty  than the c o n s e rv a tiv e  s ide  and he lped  
b r in g  about the re p u d ia tio n  o f  the p e p p e ry  e d ito r  by h is  own p a r ty .
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The p ic tu re  has been q u ite  w id e ly  used  in  tex tb oo ks  and m o n o ­
g ra p h ic  s tud ie s  o f the K la n  e v e r s in ce .
T h e re  was no o th e r K la n  le a d e r q u ite  l ik e  Rando lph  a n y ­
w h e re . In  h is  K u  K lu x  w o rk  he was und ou b te d ly  e ffe c t iv e  and as 
a ra c e  b a ite r  he was non p a r e i l . The D e m o c ra tic  p a r ty  a t the 
t im e , h o w e v e r, was no t q u ite  re a d y  fo r  a R ando lph, n o r even 
p erhaps  was the South. W h ite  s o u th e rn e rs  had no love  fo r  th e ir  
n o w - fre e  c o lo re d  n e ig h b o rs  in  the days im m e d ia te ly  a fte r  the C iv i l  
W a r, but n e ith e r  d id  the y  have a p a r t ic u la r  h a tre d  fo r  the m . The 
R e c o n s tru c t io n  e x p e rie n c e  and the r a c ia l dem ogogues o f a la te r  
day, fo r  w hom  R y la n d  Rando lph  o f the T u s c a lo o s a  Independent 
M o n ito r  p io n e e re d  the w a y, w ould  p ro v id e  the w a rp  and w o o f f o r  
the p h y s ic a l change to w a rd  the la t te r  a tt itu d e . T h e re  was n o th ing  
su b tle  about h im ; and, as u n tenab le  and p e rv e r te d  as h is  v iew s 
seem  today, he m u s t a t le a s t be c re d ite d  fo r  the courage  and
s iz e d  f ro m  v a rio u s  s o u rc e s , in c lu d in g  s c a tte re d  issu e s  o f the 
T u sca loo sa  Independent M o n ito r , 1868-69 ; the a fo re m e n tio n e d  
le t te r s  o f Rando lph  used  in  c ita tio n s  by F le m in g , C iv i l  W a r and 
R e c o n s tru c t io n , 661 -7 9 ; D uB ose , T ra g ic  D e cade , 243, 246, 253, 
282 -83 ; R ando lph, A u to b io g ra p h ic a l E p is o d e s , D uB ose  P a p e rs  ; 
T re le a s e , W h ite  T e r r o r , 8 4 -87 ; S arah  W. W ig g in s , "T h e  L ife  o f 
R y la n d  Rando lph  As Seen T h ro ug h  H is  L e t te r  To John W . D uB ose, " 
The A la b a m a  H is to r ic a l  Q u a r te r ly , X X X  (F a ll  and W in te r ,  1968), 
145 -80 ; and Sarah  Van W o o lfo lk , "T h e  P o l i t ic a l  C a rto on s  o f the 
T u ska lo o sa  Independent M o n ito r  and T u ska lo o sa  B la d e , 1867-1873, "  
The A la b a m a  H is to r ic a l  Q u a r te r ly , X X V II  (F a ll  and W in te r ,  1965), 
1 40 -65.
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tena c iou sn ess  he showed fo r  h is  c o n v ic tio n s . He a lso  d ese rve s  
the h o n o r (dub ious though i t  m ay be), o f be ing  an o u ts tan d ing  K la n  
le a d e r — perhaps even m a tc h in g  the s te re o ty p e  in  c ru d e  fa s h io n .
He k e p t t ig h t  re in s  on the T u sca lo o sa  C ounty K u K lu x , The m e m ­
b e rs  had th e ir  sh a re  o f u n s a v o ry  ep isodes but u s u a lly  a cc o m p lis h e d  
th e ir  m is s io n s  o f s o c ia l and p o l i t ic a l  re g u la t io n  th ro u g h  w a rn in g s  
and th re a ts  ra th e r  than  a c tu a l v io le n c e ; n o r does th e re  seem  to 
have been the ra m p a n t t e r r o r is m  h e re  in  the second phase th a t 
o c c u r re d  in  o th e r a re a s  o f the s ta te .
A p a r t  f r o m  the v e ry  u n ty p ic a l R ando lph , h o w e ve r, and a 
few  o th e rs  whose nam es came to  l ig h t  then  o r  la te r ,  the va s t 
m a jo r it y  o f A la b a m a  K la n s m e n  a re  n am ele ss  and fa c e le s s . T h e ir  
n e ig h b o rs  knew  who m any o f them  w e re  a t the t im e  but such th ing s  
w e re  a p p a re n tly  not d is c u s s e d  o pe n ly . S im p le  f le s h  and b lood  
fa rm e rs  and m e ch an ics  co u ld  h a rd ly  s u p p o rt the nob le  im age  a ny ­
w ay. T h us , the K la n  c u lt iv a te d  its  a n o n y m ity  f o r  c o n te m p o ra r ie s  
and in  so doing  c o n tr ib u te d  to  the a u ra  o f m y s te ry  w h ich  
s u rro u n d e d  i t  then  and in  the fu tu re .
F ro m  its  s m a ll and sanguine  beg in n ing  n ea r the 
Tennessee  b o rd e r ,  the A la b a m a  K la n  sp re ad  ra p id ly  to e m b race  
m o s t o f the s ta te  f ro m  the B la c k  B e lt  n o r th w a rd . I t  a tt ra c te d  
r e c ru its  f ro m  a l l  s o c ia l s tra ta  u n t i l  its  ra n ks  n um be re d  a t le a s t 
in  the thousands. Those  who jo in e d  d id  so fo r  a v a r ie ty  o f
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re a s o n s , b u t m o s t o f th e m  p ro b a b ly  had the sam e re a c tio n s  as John 
L .  H u n n ic u tt o f P ic k e n s  C ounty. H u n n ic u tt found  c o n d itio n s  in  h is  
c o m m u n ity  "p re t ty  t r y in g  fo r  a m an  to  lo o k  o n " and not the s o r t  o f 
s itu a t io n  to  "m a k e  a good p ious c it iz e n  ou t o f m e . "  Hence he 
jo in e d  the K u  K lu x  s o c ie ty  w h ich  soon c re a te d  an a tm o sp h e re  tha t 
was "a s  d is a g re e a b le  to  the C a rp e tb ag g e r and S calaw ag as th e irs  
had been to us . . . .  and i t  was a p le a s u re  to pay som e o f the ra s ­
ca ls  back w ith  in te r e s t  f o r  a c tion s  in  the p as t. I t  is  h a rd  to
co nce ive  o f som e K la n  b us in e ss  as p le a s u re a b le  by any  s ta n d a rd s . 
C e r ta in ly  i t  was no t fo r  the v ic t im s .
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C H A P T E R  V II I  
M E A N S  A N D  M O DES OF TH E  A L A B A M A  R E A L M
. . . T h ey  kn ocke d  a t the d o o r, and re c e iv in g  no re p ly ,
they  b u rs te d  the d o o r open w ith  r a i ls .  T h ey  then 
o rd e re d  me out . . . .  then  m ade m e k n e e l and beat 
me w ith  a p e a c h - tre e  b ra nch ; they then  d ro v e  m e up 
and down the  road  b e fo re  th e ir  h o rs e s . ^
I f  th e re  was n o th ing  v e ry  d if fe re n t  abou t the c o m p o s itio n  
o f the A la b a m a  K la n  o r  its  g e o g ra p h ic a l d is p o s it io n ,  the sam e can 
be sa id  o f i t s  o p e ra t io n s . D e sp ite  the looseness  o f com m and  and 
c o n tro l w ith in  the In v is ib le  E m p ire ,  even in  i ts  b e s t o f t im e s ,  
th e re  was re m a rk a b le  c o n tin u ity  in  i ts  a c t iv it ie s  a t the lo c a l le v e l.  
The dens o f the A la b a m a  R e a lm  w e re  ro u se d  by m uch  the same 
in flu e n c e s  as dens in  o th e r  p a r ts  o f  the South and re a c te d  in  m uch  
the sam e fa s h io n . The s im i la r i t y  o f a c tio n  was la rg e ly  due to the
fa c t th a t the K la n  was s im p ly  m o re  p re v a le n t and e n e rg e tic  in  a re as
o f l ik e  c ir c u m s ta n c e s , p a r t ic u la r ly  s e c tion s  o f b la c k  a n d /o r  r a d i­
ca l c o n c e n tra t io n s . I ts  responses  w e re  d e te rm in e d  by those c i r ­
c u m s tan ce s , no t because o f any w e ll-d e f in e d  p la n  o r  c o n s p ira c y , 
b ut because they  seem ed the a p p ro p r ia te  a n s w e r to such c o n d itio n s .
H u n ts v il le ,  A la b a m a , ca. A ug. , 1869, A G O , P a p e rs  S u b m itte d  to 
C o m m itte e  on S ou the rn  O u tra g e s , RG 94, N A .
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K la n  a c tio n  m a y  a pp ea r to be an a b e r ra t io n  tod a y , but in  l ig h t  o f 
ra c ia l  and p o li t ic a l a tt itu d e s  o f m id -n in e te e n th  c e n tu ry  so u th e rn e rs  
and th e ir  p e rs p e c tiv e s  on the p re v a il in g  s ta te  o f a f fa ir s  and the 
o p tio ns  a v a ila b le  to th e m , i t  was no t re a l ly  so in c re d ib le .
The n a tio n  was le s s  than  a h un dred  y e a rs  o ld  a t the t im e , 
and som e of the K la n  s ta te s  b a re ly  h a lf  tha t; the South was to som e 
deg ree  s t i l l  in  the fo rm a tiv e  stage w ith  m any f r o n t ie r is h  e lem en ts  
about i t ,  one o f w h ich  was a ro u gh  and tum b le  o u tlo o k  and f a m i l ia r i t y  
w ith  v io le n c e . The b ru is in g  and b lo o d le tt in g  th a t the K la n  c o m m itte d  
was not s e v e re ly  u p s e ttin g  when i t  happened to w h ite s  and even le ss  
so when b la cks  w e re  the v ic t im s .  T h is  is  e v ide n ced  in  the s u p in e ­
ness th a t c o n te m p o ra r ie s  seem ed to d is p la y  to w a rd  th a t v io le n c e . 
T h e re  was co n c e rn , o f  c o u rs e , and the co nce rn  in c re a s e d , bu t th e re  
was n e v e r the s h r i l l  o u tra g e  th a t one w ou ld  e xpe c t today f ro m  such 
m a n ifo ld  t e r r o r .  E ven  the  s u ffe re rs  o f the v io le n c e  seem ed g e n e ra lly  
s to ic a l and unam azed a t w h a t was happen ing  to  th e m . W itn e s s  a fte r  
w itn e s s  b e fo re  the c o n g re s s io n a l in v e s t ig a tin g  c o m m itte e  o f 1871 
re c o u n te d  te r r ib le  th in g s  th a t had been done to  o th e rs  o r  to th e m ­
se lves  by the K u  K lu x ,  and the w o rd s  o f th e ir  te s t im o n y  seem  q u ite  
m a t te r - o f - fa c t  and re v e a l l i t t le  o f the a b h o rre n c e  o r  h a tre d  o r  d is ­
g us t th a t such re v e la t io n s  w ou ld  b r in g  today . T h is  is  no t to say 
th a t no one was a ffe c te d  by such th in g s ; in deed  m any w e re  re p e lle d  
by the v io le n c e , even in  the South. T h e re  w e re  a ls o  o u tc r ie s  f ro m
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f r o m  the  R e pu b lica n  p re s s  as to  the in h u m a n ity  o f i t  a l l ,  but these 
w e re  c e r ta in ly  a t t im e s  as m uch  fo r  p o l i t ic a l e ffe c t as fo r  any 
im m e d ia te  co n ce rn  fo r  the p o o r s u ffe re rs ,  and the p ro te s ts  tha t 
cam e fro m  o th e r s e c to rs  w e re  not n e a r ly  as s t r id e n t  o r  as r a m ­
pan t as m ig h t be expected  c o n s id e r in g  the w id e s p re a d  and savage 
n a tu re  o f the v io le n c e . The n a tio n  had ju s t  passed  th rou g h  the 
w o rs t  b loodba th  in  h is to r y  and was perhaps lin g e r in g  in  som e th in g  
o f a c a ta to n ic  s ta te . The ta les  o f p a in  and s u ffe r in g  o f 1868 pa led  
bes ide  m e m o r ie s  o f the w a r y e a rs  and thus d id  not e x c ite  as g re a t 
a c o n c e rn  as they m ig h t have a t a n o th e r t im e .
As fo r  s o u th e rn  K la n sm e n , in  A la b a m a  and e ls e w h e re , 
th e y  d id  the th in g s  tha t m ig h t  be expected , g iven  th e ir  concepts o f 
the s itu a t io n , th e ir  p re d ile c t io n  to v io le n c e , and the re la t iv e  apa thy  
o f the n a tio n a l c o m m u n ity  to w a rd  th e ir  m o ve m en t. T h e re  was no 
need fo r  con tin ge n cy  p lan s  o r  s ta n d a rd  o p e ra tin g  p ro c e d u re s  f ro m  
h ig h e r  h e a d q u a rte rs  (though i t  w ou ld  have been w e ll i f  th e re  had 
been such p ro v is io n s ) ; they knew w hat to do and how to  do it .
T h e re  a re  o n ly  so m any ways to in t im id a te  a m an , o r  ly n c h  h im , 
and, as fo r  the b la c k s , the so u th e rn  w h ite  m an  had the w hole  
e x p e rie n c e  o f s la ve  re g u la t io n  as a guide. T h us , th e re  was a 
s im i la r i t y  o f K la n  o p e ra tio n s  e v e ry w h e re . The K u  K lu x  m odus, 
w ith  its  d is g u is e s  and m y s te r io u s  a spe c ts , n a tu ra lly  in flu e n c e d  
these  o p e ra tio n s  and the m u m b o - ju m b o  and m u m m e ry  he lped  to
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c re a te  a s tra n g e  and e th e re a l im age  fo r  the K la n  th a t h a rd ly  c o r re s ­
ponded to  its  m undane a c t iv it ie s .  D e sp ite  the n ove l a pp ro ach , the 
K la n  co u ld  a c c o m p lis h  none o f its  o b je c t iv e s , s ta te d  o r uns ta te d , 
w ith o u t u lt im a te  re lia n c e  upon the b as ic  e m o tio n  o f fe a r ,  fe a r  o f 
p h y s ic a l p a in  o r  death. W ith o u t tha t fe a r ,  w h ich  m ay o r m ay not 
have been he igh tened  by the costum es and s p e c tra l s tag in g , the K la n  
w ou ld  have been la rg e ly  im p o te n t, as i t  g e n e ra l ly  was in  those a reas  
w h e re  i t  was m e t w ith  s u ff ic ie n t  courage  o r n um be rs  to b lu n t th a t fe a r.
In  the m a tte r  o f d is g u is e s , th e re  was v e ry  l i t t le  u n ifo rm ­
it y  a nyw here  in  the E m p ire ,  and the A la b a m a  R e a lm  p ro b a b ly  
e x h ib ite d  as m uch  d iv e r s it y  in  re g a rd  to  i ts  d re s s  as any o th e r s ta te . 
The f lo w in g  w h ite  robes  and h ig h -p e a ke d  w h ite  hoods so o fte n  a s s o c i­
a ted  w ith  the K la n  w e re  by no means the ru le  d u r in g  R e c o n s tru c t io n
but becam e a p a r t  o f the K la n  s te re o ty p e  th rou g h  the im a g in a tiv e  
2
e ffo r ts  o f la te r  ro m a n t ic is ts .  In  A la b a m a , the K u  K lu x  d isg u ise s  
seem  to have e vo lved  in  a cco rda nce  w ith  the w h im s y  o f in d iv id u a ls  o r  
p a r t ic u la r  dens. T h e re  was o b v io u s ly  an a tte m p t to m a in ta in  some 
p a tte rn  o r  c o n s is te n c y  o f d is g u is e s  w ith in  the lo c a l g roups but even 
th a t was not s t r ic t ly  c o n tro lle d . The deg ree  o f s o p h is t ic a tio n  o f 
the re g a lia  depended no doubt upon the s o p h is t ic a tio n  o f the den.
I f  m a te r ia ls  w e re  a v a ila b le , and s k il le d  hands to c ra f t  th e m , the
^T h e y  w o u ld , o f co u rs e , becom e a d is t in c t  fe a tu re  o f 
tw e n tie th  c e n tu ry  K u K lu x  e x h ib it io n s .
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co s tu m e s w e re  a t t im e s  q u ite  fan cy . A s a ru le ,  h o w e ve r, they 
w e re  c ru d e  c o n s tru c t io n s  w h ich  se rv e d  the p u rpo se  o f p ro te c t ­
in g  id e n t it ie s  but c e r ta in ly  d id  l i t t le  to  fo s te r  any s p ir i tu a l  
im a g e ry . B la c k  seem s to have been the p re fe r r e d  c o lo r  o f 
A la b a m a  K la n s m e n . C o n te m p o ra ry  d e s c r ip t io n s  o f the d is g u is e s  
re v e a l m o re  use o f tha t c o lo r  than  any o th e r, a ltho ug h  w h ite  was 
a ls o  used  q u ite  w id e ly , e s p e c ia lly  in  n o r th  A la b a m a  in  the e a r ly  
phases. Some dens seem ed to  fa v o r  re d . T h e re  is  one re p o r t  
o f a B la c k  B e lt  K la n  g ro up  be ing  o u t f it te d  in  "y e llo w - to g a s .  "
The m a te r ia l g e n e ra l ly  used was c a lic o  o r m u s lin  and w hat was 
c o m m o n ly  r e fe r re d  to as "b e d d in g . "  These w e re  f a i r l y  cheap 
fa b r ic s  and e a s ily  o b ta in a b le .
The des igns o f the cos tum es w e re  even m o re  v a r ie d  than 
the c o lo rs . T y p ic a lly ,  h o w e v e r, the y  w e re  lo o s e - f i t t in g ,  e ith e r  in  
a s h ro u d - lik e  o r  toga a rra n g e m e n t, g a th e re d  a t the w a is t by a b e lt  
and fa l l in g  a l l  the w ay to  the a nk le s . A  n um be r o f c o n te m p o ra ry  
o b s e rv e rs  re p o r te d  th a t the K la n s m e n  they saw w o re  cos tum es tha t 
m o re  re s e m b le d  long  o v e rc o a ts  o r  d u s te rs  than  ro b e s . On the 
b e t te r  m ade, m o re  e la b o ra te  co s tum es (no t " y o u r  ch ea p" o r  " lo c a l 
K u  K lu x  r ig ,  "  as one in te re s te d  s p e c ta to r no ted), th e re  w e re  l ik e ly  
to  be sewn such e m b lem s  as s ta r s ,  h a lf-m o o n s , o r  s k u lls  and c ro s s -  
bones. T hese  w ou ld  be o f c o n tra s t in g  c o lo rs ,  as was the p ip in g  o r  
t r im  w h ic h  was s o m e tim e s  f ix e d  to the c o l la rs ,  c u ffs , and hem s.
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The h eadd ress  was e q u a lly  i r r e g u la r ,  c o n s is tin g  v a r io u s ly  o f h igh  
c o n ic a l c a rd b o a rd  hats c o ve re d  w ith  the same m a te r ia ls  and d e c o ra ­
tio n s  o r m o re  c o m m o n ly  o f hoods o r  s a c k - lik e  c o v e r in g s  tha t 
se rv e d  as m a sks  as w e ll.  These two ite m s  w e re  w o rn  to g e th e r 
by som e o r ,  i f  no t, a se pa ra te  fa c e -m a s k  m ig h t be used  w ith  the ta l l  
cap. B oth  the hats and the cow ls w e re  in  som e in s ta n c e s  fu r th e r  
a do rn ed  w ith  h o rn s  o r  e a rs .
The m asks w e re , as no ted, e ith e r  a p a r t  o f the hood o r 
se pa ra te  face  p iece s  w ith  the n e c e s s a ry  eye, nose , and m o u th  open­
in g s . T h e re  was a lso  som e use o f v e ils  o f g a u z e - lik e  m a te r ia l 
ra th e r  than a c tu a l m a s k s . A  p e c u lia r  a ffe c ta t io n  am ong c e r ta in  
A la b a m a  dens was the a tta c h in g  to the  m a sk  o f a m ustache  o f s o rts  
(p ro b a b ly  o f h o r s e -h a ir ) ,  w h ich  s o m e tim e s  d ro op ed  down " to  the 
b re a s t. "  Some o f the p o o re r  dens w o re  no d is t in c t iv e  re g a lia  a t a l l ,  
p re fe r r in g  to  use th e ir  re g u la r  c lo th in g  a long  w ith  a s im p le  m a sk . 
P e rha ps  they  w e re  m e re ly  m o re  r e a lis t ic  than  the o th e rs .
The d is g u is in g  o f h o rs e s  was a lso  q u ite  com m on in  A la ba m a  
as e ls e w h e re . T h is  was p a r t ly  f o r  e ffe c t but p ro b a b ly  m o re  f ro m  
n e c e s s ity , as the  m ounts  m ig h t be as re a d ily  re c o g n iz e d  as th e ir  
r id e r s .  Some dens a p p a re n tly  t r ie d  to  o ve rco m e  th a t p ro b le m  by 
hav ing  a l l  th e ir  people  r id e  h o rs e s  o f s im i la r  b re e d  and c o lo r .  A t 
le a s t one band o f A la b a m a  s p ir i t s  a l l  rode  s o r re ls .
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No m a tte r  how v a r ie d  the d es ig n  and c o lo r  o f the co s tu m e s, 
o r  how s im p le  o r  s o p h is tic a te d , th e re  was a g re a t d ea l o f u n ifo rm ity  
in  the m a tte r  o f a c c e s s o r ie s . No t ru e  K la n s m a n  w ou ld  be caught 
w ith o u t h is  b ra ce  o f handguns. I t  was a lw a ys  n e c e s s a ry  to  have a t 
le a s t one p is to l s tu c k  in  b e lt  o r h o ls te r ,  and som e needed tw o  o r 
m o re  to  co m p le te  the o u t f it .  K n iv e s , too , and s h o u ld e r guns 
a ppea red  fre q u e n t ly  on A la b a m a  K la n s m e n , a l l  o f w h ic h  c e r ta in ly  
m u s t have se rv e d  to d isabuse  in te re s te d  o n lo o k e rs  in  re g a rd  to the 
s p e c tra l n a tu re  o f the s o c ie ty . ^
T h e re  is  l i t t le  ev idence  th a t the A la b a m a  K la n  e v e r 
engaged e x te n s iv e ly  in  the e la b o ra te  p ra c t ic a l jo k in g  w h ic h  is  so 
m uch  a p a r t  o f the K la n  legend. T h e re  a re  a few re p o r te d  episodes 
o f bone ra t t l in g  and p o u rin g  o f bucke ts  o f w a te r  th ro u g h  a m o u th ­
p iece  down in to  ru b b e r pouches to c re a te  the i l lu s io n  th a t i t  was 
b e ing  consum ed and in  the e a r ly  days th e re  m a y  have been a 
s tra in e d  a tte m p t to  p ro du ce  in  the m ind s  o f the m o re  s u p e rs t it io u s  
fre e d m e n  so m e th in g  o f the c e le b ra te d  g h o s tly  im a g e ry ; W a lte r  
F le m in g  in  h is  d is c u s s io n  o f the o rd e r  im p lie s  th a t th is  was m uch
^ D a v is , A u th e n tic  H is to r y , 48; D a m e r, When the K u  K lu x  
R ode, 46; F le m in g , C iv i l  W ar and R e c o n s tru c t io n , 661, 674 -76 ; 
H o rn , In v is ib le  E m p ire , 59-66 ; T re le a s e , W h ite  T e r r o r , 9 -1 1 , 
53 -54 ; K u  K lu x  R e p o r t , "A la b a m a  T e s t im o n y ,"  120, 161, 275, 385, 
452, 471, 5 28 -29, 536, 574, 579, 597, 598, 627, 723, 813, 860, 
919, 1916.
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i t  was done to  any g re a t e x te n t. To p e r fo rm  such c o n tr iv e d  decep­
tio n s  w o u ld  have re q u ire d  som e ra th e r  h a r d - to -  c o m e -b y  
a c c e s s o r ie s , and re p e a te d  s u c c e s s fu l s tag ings  w o u ld  have re q u ire d  
a deg ree  o f s o p h is t ic a tio n  on the p a r t  o f the p e rp e tra to rs  and 
c re d u li ty  in  the v ic t im s  tha t p ro b a b ly  was no t p re s e n t in  e ith e r  
case. A la b a m a  K la n s m e n  d id , h o w e v e r, p e r s is t  in  the f ic t io n  o f 
b e ing  s p ir i t s  o f dead C o nfe de ra tes . T hey  co n tin ue d  to in s is t  on th a t 
as la te  as 1871. A nd  th e y  re p e a te d ly  to ld  people  th a t th e y  had com e 
f r o m  th e ir  g ra ve s  a t S h iloh  o r  G e tty s b u rg , o r  m o re  ty p ic a l ly  tha t 
th e y  had com e o u t o f the  m oon. ^ T h e re  is ,  h o w e v e r, no re a so n  to 
b e lie v e  th a t they  w e re  v e ry  s e r io u s  in  the e f fo r t  o r  th a t they  
e xpec ted  anyone to b e lie v e  the m . One r e a l is t ic  o b s e rv e r  a t the 
t im e  noted:
W hen they w e re  f i r s t  s ta r te d  they w o rk e d  ^ o n  the 
s u p e rs t it io n  o f the N egroes  . . . .  ^ c la im in g /  tha t 
th e y  w e re  the s p ir i t s  o f the c o n fe de ra te  dead, and 
th a t th e y  co u ld  d r in k  a b ucke t o f w a te r  w ith o u t any 
tro u b le . T h ey  m ade m a n ife s ta tio n s  o f th a t s o r t  
w ith  the m o tiv e  o f im p re s s in g  v e ry  d e c id e d ly  the 
n eg ro  m in d  . . . .  B u t th a t is  ra th e r  an a n te d ilu ­
v ia n  s to ry .  Such th in g s  get o ld  v e ry  q u ic k ly .
o u t. C iv i l  W a r and R e c o n s tru c t io n , 677.
^K u  K lu x  R e p o rt ,  "A la b a m a  T e s t im o n y ,"  1186. 
^ Ib id . , 453.
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Such th in g s  d id  get o ld  q u ic k ly ,  o r  a t le a s t any e ffe c t the y  m ay 
have had in i t ia l l y  was q u ic k ly  lo s t ,  and the A la b a m a  K la n , as i t  
d id  e ls e w h e re , was fo rc e d  q u ite  soon to adopt le s s  su b tle , m o re  
d ir e c t  m eans o f in t im id a tio n .
The p is to ls  and h o rse s  w e re , n e v e rth e le s s , m uch  a p a r t  
o f the K u  K lu x  p ic tu re  in  A la b a m a , no m a tte r  w hat the le v e l o f 
in t im id a tio n .  Indeed , p o sse ss io n  o f o r  a t le a s t a ccess to a good 
h o rs e  and weapon m a y  have d e te rm in e d  the m e m b e rs h ip  o f the 
o rd e r  to a deg ree  — som e c o n te m p o ra ry  w itn e s s e s  m ade such an 
o b s e rv a tio n  — though th e re  w e re  o c c a s io n a l s p ir i t s  who, q u ite  con­
t r a r y  to  the ro m a n t ic  im a g e , c lo m p ed  about th e ir  rounds on ra th e r  
u n g la m o ro u s  m u le s . N e v e r th e le s s , good m ounts  and w e ll-e x e c u te d  
m o unted  d r i l l s  w e re  re q u is ite  fe a tu re s  o f K la n  o p e ra tio n s  in  the 
e a r ly  m o n th s .
P a ra d in g  was an e s p e c ia lly  im p o r ta n t  and s e r io u s  b u s i­
ness o f the K la n  p r io r  to the o u tla w in g  o f the s o c ie ty  in  1868. The 
o b je c t,  o f co u rs e , was to im p re s s  the lo c a l populace  w ith  the 
s tre n g th  and d is c ip lin e  o f the s e c re t o rd e r .  I t  was p ro b a b ly  fe l t  
th a t the m e re  s ig h t o f a s u b s ta n tia l tro o p  o f w e ll- o rd e re d ,  w e ll-  
d is g u is e d  G houls w o u ld  have a s a lu ta ry  e ffe c t on p o te n tia l la w ­
b re a k e rs  o r  U n ion  League o rg a n iz e rs .  In  any e ven t, th e re  a re  
m any re p o r ts  o f K la n  e le m e n ts  m o v in g  s i le n t ly  and im p re s s iv e ly  
th ro u g h  tow n and v il la g e  s tre e ts  in  p re c is io n e d  re sp on se  to  v is u a l
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o r  w h is t le d  com m ands f r o m  th e ir  le a d e rs . E ven  fe d e ra l m i l i t a r y  
o b s e rv e rs  w e re  a t t im e s  im p re s s e d  w ith  the c a lib e r  o f K la n  
c a v a lry  e xecu tion . O ften  K u  K lu x  p arades  o r  d r i l l s  w e re  p lanned 
and p e r fo rm e d  in  a w ay to  c re a te  the im p re s s io n  o f m uch  la rg e r  
fo rc e s  — in  the best t r a d i t io n  o f G e n e ra l F o r re s t .  T h is  perhaps  
le d  to  som e o f the co n fu s io n  in  e s tim a tin g  K la n  n u m b e rs , as d i f ­
fe re n t  re p o r ts  o f s in g le  in c id e n ts  o fte n  re v e a le d  a w ide  d is p a r i ty  
in  e s tim a te d  n um be rs  o f K la n s m e n  in v o lv e d . A  good exam ple  o f 
such co n fu s io n  can be seen in  the c e le b ra te d  H u n ts v il le  K la n  " r i o t "  
o f 1868 in  w h ich  K la n  n u m b e rs  w e re  v a r io u s ly  re p o r te d  f ro m  50 to 
1 ,3 0 0 .^
A l l  the p a ra d in g  and p o s tu r in g  in  o u tla n d is h  c o s tu m e ry  m ay 
have had some o f the d e s ire d  e ffe c t fo r  the K u K lu x .  C e r ta in ly  the 
e x is ten ce  o f a fu n c tio n in g  body o f avowed re g u la to rs  m a k in g  its  
p re sen ce  so p o te n tly  c le a r  and c lo th in g  i t s e l f  w ith  a m a n tle  o f a l l -  
see ing  and a l l- p o w e r fu l v ir tu e  w ou ld  tend  to g ive  ca u tio n  to  the 
m o re  t im o ro u s  la w -b re a k e rs  o r  "b a d  n eg ro es . "  Some e a r l ie r  
w r i t e r s  have contended th a t the m e re  u b iq u ity  o f the K la n  was s u f­
f ic ie n t  to  b r in g  im p ro v e d  c o n d itio n s  to  tro u b le d  A la b a m a
^ Ib id . , 352, 4 5 2 -5 3 , 490, 533 -34 , 614, 618, 785 -86 , 
8 18 -2 1 , 873 -7 5 , 9 0 0 -0 2 ; F le m in g , C iv i l  W a r and R e c o n s tru c t io n , 
677, 685; H o rn , In v is ib le  E m p ire , 133; Jam es M . B e a rd , K . K . K . 
S ketches (P h ila d e lp h ia , 1877), 85; A thens  W e e k ly P o s t , Nov. 7, 
1868; H u n ts v il le  A d vo ca te , O ct. 31, 1868.
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c o m m u n it ie s ,^  but the c o n tin u in g  tu rb u le n c e  in  the s ta te  and the 
a c c e le ra t in g  v io le n c e  o f the K u -K lu x e rs  seem s to d is c re d i t  those 
c o n te n tio ns  som ew hat. U ndoubted ly  the fo rm a tio n  o f the K la n , 
th is  banding  to g e th e r in  a show o f u n if ie d  re s is ta n c e  to changed 
c o n d itio n s , and the o c c a s io n a l fr ig h te n in g  o f som e  s u p e rs t it io u s  
o ld  fre e d m e n  d id  s e rv e  as a p s y c h o lo g ic a l to n ic  f o r  f ru s tr a te d  
w h ite  n a tive s  whose le a d e rs h ip  s ta tus  had been th re a te n e d  o r  sub­
v e r te d . The a u th o r ity  th a t was no lo n g e r th e ir s  they  co u ld  a t 
le a s t  p re te n d  to e x e rc is e  in  th is  e x tra le g a l and s o m e tim e  c o m ic  
fa s h io n . A nd  fo r  a t im e , in  th e ir  d a y lig h t p a ra d in g  o r  "n o c tu rn a l 
p e ra m b u la tio n s "  (as the y  lik e d  to c a ll th e m ), th e y  pe rha ps  b e lie v e d  
th a t they  w e re  re c a p tu r in g  tha t s ta tu s . These a d v e n tu re s  in to  the 
re g u la t in g  o f s o c ie ty , w h e th e r in  s o c ia l o r  la w  and o rd e r  m a tte rs ,  
w e re  fo r  some then an a tte m p t to pu t th ing s  back in to  a p re -w a r
The C iv i l  W a r had fo re v e r  d e s tro y e d  th a t o rd e r  o f th in g s , 
h o w e v e r, and a l l  the c a v a lry  d r i l l s  in  fan cy  re g a lia ,  m y s te r io u s  
and m a c a b re  w a rn in g s , and n ig h tt im e  v is ita t io n s  w ith  o r  w ith o u t 
the  s p ir i t u a l is t ic  t r ic k e r y  cou ld  not re s to re  the s o c ia l and e co ­
n o m ic  s ta tu s  quo a n te b e llu m . N e v e r th e le s s , people  w e re  f r ig h te n e d  
by i t  a l l ,  u n q u e s tio n a b ly , and m a n y b la cks  w e re  no doubt shocked
D a v is , A u th e n tic  H is to ry ,  96 -98 ; F le m in g ,  C iv i l  Wa 
and R e c o n s tru c t io n , 676 -77 .
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in to  a m o re  s u b m is s iv e  a tt itu d e . T h e re  is  enough evidence  to  con­
clude  tha t in  1866 and 1867 the K la n  d id  have a s e tt l in g  e ffe c t in  p a r ts  
of the  s ta te  by v ir tu e  o f i ts  re g u la to ry  a c t iv it ie s .  In  a d d itio n  to t r y ­
in g  to  ove raw e  u n c o o p e ra tiv e  b lacks  and p u n is h in g  p e tty  th ie v e s , the 
o rg a n iz a tio n  expanded in to  the f ie ld  o f s u m p tu a ry  re g u la t io n  as some 
dens m oved  to  t r y  to  s u p e rv is e  c o m m u n ity  m o ra l i t y ,  p un ish in g  
p h ila n d e re rs ,  d ru n k a rd s , m is c e g e n a to rs , and d e b to rs . ^ In  one 
unu sua l in c id e n t o f th is  n a tu re , a n o r th  A la b a m a  den even k idnapped  
tw o  b ic k e r in g  n e ig h b o rs  and fo rc e d  them  in to  a handshak ing  c o n fro n ­
ta t io n  in  an e f fo r t  to  end a feu d ing  w h ic h  was d is ru p t in g  the c o m ­
m u n ity .  The re s u lts  o f such endeavo rs  a re  n a tu ra lly  debatab le  
bu t the y  do show th a t f o r  a t im e  the K la n  p a r t ia l l y  adh e red  to its  
s ta te d  p r in c ip le s .  T h a t i t  gave m oney to the d e s titu te  o r  b u il t  
s e c re t  co tto n  g ins deep in  the woods to p ro te c t  va lua b le  co tto n  f ro m  
fe d e ra l a g e n t s i s  m uch  to  be doubted, but i t  is  q u ite  l ik e ly  th a t the 
K la n  d id  l iv e  up to its  R ob in  Hood im age  in  p ro v id in g  som e s o r t  o f 
p ro te c t iv e  w a tc h fu ln e s s  o v e r w idow s o r  w om en whose husbands
is  a m p le  ev idence  th ro u g h o u t the th re e  vo lum es o f A la ba m a  t e s t i ­
m o n y , even f ro m  som e h o s tile  w itn e s s e s , th a t the  K la n  d id  a 
g re a t d ea l o f th is  m o r a l is t ic  c ru s a d in g  in  i t s  e a r ly  phases. T h is  
is  n o t to  suggest, h o w e v e r, th a t i t  was e v e r to ta l ly  a p o li t ic a l o r  
n o n - ra c is t .
^ ^ D a v is , A u th e n tic  H is to r y , 54.
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w e re  a bsen t, a t le a s t in  the f i r s t  e x h ila ra t in g  f lu s h  o f K u  K lu x  
e n th us ia sm . ^^  I t  m a y  be, h o w e v e r, th a t both  the dange rs to  
w om en  and the g u a rd ia n s h ip  w e re  som ew ha t fa n ta s iz e d , fo r  th e re  
c e r ta in ly  was no w h o le sa le  a s s a u ltin g  o f de fe nse le ss  w h ite  fe m a le s  
b y  the fre e d m e n  anyw h e re  in  the South d u r in g  R e c o n s tru c t io n .
Such fe a rs ,  n e v e rth e le s s , have a lw a ys  d is to r te d  ra ce  re la t io n s  
in  the s e c tio n ^ ^  and th e re  is  the p o s s ib i l i ty  th a t p a r t  o f the K u 
K lu x  m o t iv a tio n  s tem m e d  fro m  such fe a rs .
I f  s im p le  v ig i la n t is m  o r  m o r a l is t ic  re g u la t io n  had been 
the  w hole  s to r y  o f the R e c o n s tru c t io n  K la n , i t  w o u ld  p ro b a b ly  be no 
m o re  c o n tro v e rs ia l than  o th e r such o rg a n iz a tio n s  s p ic in g  the h is ­
to r y  o f the A m e r ic a n  p as t. In  the lo ose  and ch a o tic  days fo l lo w ­
in g  the C iv i l  W ar th e re  was a s tro n g ly  f e l t  need fo r  som e re g u ­
la to r y  agency am ong the  la w -a b id in g  and p ro p e r ty -o w n in g  c la sses  
who acknow ledged  d e fe a t bu t who w e re  not p re p a re d  to  a ccep t 
w hat seem ed to be a d e te r io ra t io n  o f a l l  o rd e r .  W h ile  not excus ing
^^ Ib id . , : M is s  D a v is , th ro u g h o u t h e r H is to r y , expounds 
upon the safe  and se cu re  fe e lin g  tha t she h e rs e lf  fe l t  f ro m  the 
K la n 's  p re se n ce .
^ ^ T h is  is  o f c o u rs e  a v e ry  c o m p le x  p s y c h o lo g ic a l q u e s tio n  
and i t  is  d i f f i c u l t  to  say w h ich  o f the w h ite  sexes has been m o s t 
a g ita te d  by the idea  o r  f o r  th a t m a tte r  w h a t the re a l b as is  fo r  such 
fe a rs  has been. See Cash, M in d  o f tW  South, 1 14 -1 7 , fo r  a d is ­
cu s s io n  o f w hat he c a lle d  the  so u th e rn  "ra p e  co m p le x . "
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such re c o u rs e , i t  is  a t the sam e t im e  easy to u n d e rs ta n d  w hy 
w h ite  A la b a m ia n s  tu rn e d  to  e x tra le g a l e n fo rc e m e n t. Down in  
the B la c k  B e lt  the re s p e c te d  G e n e ra l H a rd ee  was quo ted  as sa y ­
in g , "w e  a re  s tan d ing  o v e r a s le ep in g  vo lca n o , ^ and o v e r the 
s ta te , e s p e c ia lly  in  a re as  o f heavy b la c k  c o n c e n tra tio n , m o s t 
w h ite s  fe l t  the sam e. "T h e  fe e lin g  o f in s e c u r i ty  is  u n iv e rs a l,  "  
s a id  a n o r th  A la b a m a  jo u rn a l^ ^  w h ich  u rg e d  the re tu rn  to so m e ­
th ing  on the o rd e r  o f p re -w a r  s la ve  p a tro ls .  T h is  then  was the 
d ire c t io n  taken  in  A la b a m a  and a p p a re n tly  i t  was based upon a 
fe e lin g  o f som e n e c e s s ity . E x tra le g a l " p a t r o l "  g ro up s  p ro l i fe r a te d  
in  the s ta te , m any o f them  an te da ting  the K la n  and la te r  m e rg in g  
w ith  i t .  They had l i t t le  fo rm a l o rg a n iz a tio n  a t f i r s t  as th e y  p e r ­
fo rm e d  m in o r  v ig ila n te  d u tie s  and s e rv e d  p r im a r i ly  to  t r y  to keep 
the l id  on w h a t was b e lie v e d  to be an e x p lo s iv e  ra c ia l s itu a t io n .  ̂^ 
One o f the m o re  fu n c t io n a l and lo n g - la s t in g  o f these  was the so - 
c a lle d  "B la c k  C a v a lry "  in  the e a s te rn  p a r t  o f the  s ta te  w h ich  
m a in ta in e d  a se pa ra te  e x is te n ce  even a fte r  the r is e  o f the
^"^E sp e c ia lly  s in ce  i t  is  im p o s s ib le  to a s c e r ta in  how 
t r u ly  s e r io u s  was the th re a t  to l i f e  and p ro p e r ty .
^ ^ A th e ns  W e e k ly  P o s t , Dec. 12, 1866.
^^ T h e re  is  m uch  co m m e n t on p re -K la n  g roups in  the 
K u  K lu x  R e p o rt, "A la b a m a  T e s tim o n y , "  see fo r  exam ple  443 -45 , 
W , “ 6 M , 877.
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in v o lv e  p e rp le x in g  and tou ch y  m o ra l and le g a l is s u e s  and, a lthough  
th e re  m a y  have seem ed to be a m p le  ju s t i f ic a t io n  fo r  such g roups 
in  p o s tw a r A la b a m a , th e ir  e x is te n c e  and p lace  in  h is to r y  — p a r ­
t ic u la r ly  a fte r  ta k in g  on the K la n  m ode — was im m e d ia te ly  c o m ­
p lic a te d  and m ade fo r e v e r  c o n t ro v e rs ia l by two e m o tio n - la d e n  
in g re d ie n ts ,  p o l i t ic s  and ra ce .
T h e re  can be no q u e s tio n  th a t the K u  K lu x  in  A la b a m a  was 
ra c e -o r ie n te d .  I t  m a y  have le v ie d  p u n ish m e n t upon some e r ra n t  
n a tiv e  w h ite s  in  its  m o re  c h iv a l r ic  days and som e o f i t s  e n e rg y  was
19
a lw a ys  re s e rv e d  fo r  w h ite  ra d ic a ls ,  but f ro m  the o u tse t its  
p ra n k s  and its  p u n it iv e  a c tio n s  w e re  d ire c te d  la rg e ly  a g a in s t b la c k s . 
O f co u rs e , th e re  w e re  s e c tio n s  o f the s ta te , the n o r th -c e n t r a l h i l l  
c o u n tie s , f o r  e x a m p le , w h e re  the in s e c u r i ty ,  fe a r  and suggestions  
o f a n a rc h y  em a na ting  f r o m  the  p ro p e r t ie d  c la sse s  re la te d  p r i ­
m a r i l y  to the u n p r in c ip le d  and u n p ro p e rt ie d  " t o r ie s "  who had 
a lw a ys  been the bane o f c o n s e rv a tis m . F o r  the m o s t p a r t,  h o w e v e r, 
a l l  the fe a r  and ta lk  about s e c u r ity  is s u e d  f r o m  a co n c e rn  o v e r  the 
s o c ia l re v o lu t io n  tha t had o c c u r re d  in  the South. The K la n  m a y  not
^ ^ Ib id .  , 1 125-26 , 1136.
^ ^ K la n  "o u tra g e s "  a g a in s t w h ite s  w o u ld  a c tu a lly  in c re a s e  
a fte r  1867. T hese  had l i t t le  to do w ith  re g u la t in g  s o c ia l o r  
s ta tu to ry  m is b e h a v io r ,  h o w e v e r, and w e re  a lm o s t a lw a ys  p o l i t ic a l ly  
in s p ire d .
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have been b o rn  fo r  such  a re a s o n  but i t  q u ic k ly  becam e an agency
fo r  c o n s e rv in g  the n a tu ra l o rd e r  o f s o c ie ty  — p a r t ic u la r ly  the
r a c ia l o rd e r  — as m o s t w h ite s  p e rc e iv e d  i t .  W i l l ia m  L ow e , o f
H u n ts v il le ,  e xp la in e d  i t  q u ite  w e ll in  1871:
th e re  was a g e n e ra l a pp re h e n s io n  th ro u g h o u t the 
c o u n try  o f dange r to s o c ie ty , and the K u -K lu x  
w e re  o rg a n iz e d  fo r  the p u rpo se  o f p ro te c t in g  
s o c ie ty  g e n e ra l ly  . . . .  the g e n e ra l ch arge  was 
th a t the c o u n try  was in  such a s ta te  o f in s e c u r i ty ,  
and s o c ie ty  was so d is tu rb e d , th a t i t  was essen ­
t ia l  th a t th e re  shou ld  be som e s o r t  o f p a t ro l,  some 
s o r t  o f g u a rd , and I  th in k  the K u  K lu x -K la n  . . . was 
o r ig in a l ly  o rg a n iz e d  fo r  the purpose  o f p re v e n tin g  
s te a lin g  and d e p ra d a tio n s  o f tha t s o r t  by the 
neg roes  upon the w h ite s  . . . .  A s fa r  as m y  
o p in io n  is  co nce rn ed , I  had a g re a t d ea l m o re  con­
f id e n c e  in  the good te m p e r and good fe e lin g  o f the 
c o lo re d  people  than  the m a jo r it y  o f the w h ite  m en 
. . . but i t  was g e n e ra l ly  app rehended in  the c o u n try  
th a t th e re  was dange r f r o m  o u tra g e  by s tra g g lin g  
p a r tie s  o f neg roes go ing  about the c o u n try  w ith  
th e ir  guns a t a l l  t im e s  o f day and n ig h t. They 
w e re  a p p re h e n s ive  o f o u tra g es  be ing  c o m m itte d  
upon wom en and c h ild re n .
The a pp re he n s ion s  m a y have focu se d  im m e d ia te ly  upon 
p ro p e r ty  d e p re da tio ns  and o u tra g es  but they  e n v is io n e d  u lt im a te ly  
the s p e c te r o f b la c k  d om ina n cy , and w e re  s u ff ic ie n t  to s a n c tify  the 
K la n 's  c la im  as c o n s e rv a to r o f o rd e r .  I t  was an o rd e r  in  w h ic h  the 
c o lo re d  ra ce  was expec ted  to accep t a s u b s e rv ie n t ro le .  W hen the 
F re e d m e n 's  B u re a u  began to teach  N egroes  to e xpec t m o re  f ro m  
l i f e  than  the y  had been g e ttin g  and when the U n ion  League began to
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o rg a n iz e  and in s t r u c t  the m  p o l i t ic a l ly ,  the th re a t  to o rd e r  was 
m uch  m o re  s e r io u s  than  the s im p le  absence o f s e c u r ity .  The 
w o rs t  e x pe c ta tio ns  o f the w h ites  becam e a re a l i t y  in  1867 when 
C ong ress  d ecree d  b la c k  s u ffra g e . In  som e c ir c le s  w h ite  con­
s e rv a tiv e  fe a rs  a pp roached  p a ra n o id  le v e ls . T h is  is  when the 
K u  K lu x  K la n  in  A la b a m a , as i t  d id  th ro u g h o u t the South, began to 
e m b race  p o li t ic s  and by  s o -d o in g  p lace  i t s e l f  s q u a re ly  in  the 
m id d le  o f a second se e th ing  is s u e  w h ich  knew  no bounds o f 
to le ra t io n .
W h e th e r a p o l i t ic a l  m is s io n  fo r  the K la n  was d e te rm in e d  
a t the N a s h v ille  o rg a n iz a tio n a l m e e tin g  in  e a r ly  1867 can o n ly  be 
s p ecu la te d  upon, but s in ce  i t  fo llo w e d  c lo s e ly  the passage o f the 
b a s ic  M i l i t a r y  R e c o n s tru c t io n  A c ts  i t  is  re a son ab le  to suppose 
th a t such m a tte rs  w e re  d iscu sse d  by the o rg a n iz e rs .  I t  p ro b a b ly  
was no t a p re s s in g  c o nce rn  a t the t im e , h o w e v e r, because the 
m a tte r  o f b la c k  s u ffra g e  seem ed to l ie  in  the hazy  fu tu re . The 
im p le m e n ta t io n  o f the a cts  soon c le a re d  the haze and s t i r r e d  the 
K la n  p o l i t ic a l ly  as is  in d ic a te d  by the "R e v is e d  and A m ended  P r e ­
s c r ip t "  is s u e d  in  1868. In  the new c o n s titu tio n  w e re  added 
s e v e ra l que s tion s  to be put to  p ro s p e c tiv e  m e m b e rs  m a k in g  i t
s a t is fy  th e ir  in q u is ito rs  on th e ir  o p p o s itio n  to the "p r in c ip le s  and
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m a y  be in fe r re d  th a t the y  w e re  to oppose i t  as w e ll.  In  A la ba m a  
th e y  c e r ta in ly  d id , a ltho ug h  i t  is  im p o s s ib le  to  say w h e th e r i t  was 
s y s te m a tic  o r  im p u ls iv e  o p p o s itio n . T h e re  w e re  p a tte rn s  and 
su rg es  in  the p o l i t ic a l  a c tio n  th a t suggest som e o v e r a l l  p la n n in g , 
but a ga in , as w ith  the s o c ia l re g u la t io n  the c o n tin u ity  o f o p e ra tio n s  
in  th is  co nn ec tio n  m a y have been c ir c u m s ta n t ia l.  W h a te ve r the 
case, the re a l s to r y  o f the  K la n  in  the s ta te  is  r a c ia l and p o li t ic a l 
in t im id a tio n ,  and i t  is  o fte n  d i f f i c u l t  to d is t in g u is h  the two.
p o lic y  o f the R a d ic a l p a r ty "  as w e ll as th e ir  s u p p o rt fo r  "a  w h ite  
m a n 's  g o v e rn m e n t in  th is  c o u n try . "  F le m in g , D o c u m e n ta ry  
H is to r y  o f R e c o n s tru c t io n , I I ,  348-49.
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c h a p t e r  IX
A L A B A M A  K L A N  O P E R A T IO N S ; 1868
. . . la w le s s n e s s  p re v a ils  to such an e x te n t in  th is  coun ty  
th a t a rm e d  fo rc e s  a re  n e c e s s a ry  to su pp re ss  the v io ­
le nce . M u rd e rs  a re  p e rp e tra te d  b y  a rm e d  bands o f d is ­
g u ised  o u tla w s , and w ith o u t the a id  o f a rm e d  m en I  can­
not a r r e s t  the p e rp e tra to rs  o r execu te  p ro c e s s .
The y e a rs  1868 th rou g h  1870 w e re  the c lim a c t ic  y e a rs  o f 
the A la b a m a  K la n , I t  had e x is te d  in  a ra th e r  u n c o m p lic a te d  s ta te  fo r  
s e v e ra l m on ths  p re v io u s  to th is  and i t  w o u ld  c lin g  to a s p u tte r in g  
a n a c h ro n is t ic  l i fe  fo r  som e y e a rs  a fte rw a rd ,  b u t the re a l im p a c t tha t 
the hooded o rd e r  m ade on the a ffa i 
a c t iv it ie s  d u r in g  th is  t im e  fra m e .
The f i r s t  w eeks o f 1868 saw the m o s t zea lous  p ro m o t io n  
o f the K la n  and d u r in g  the re s t  o f the y e a r th e re  was c o n tin u ing  
e xpa ns ion  and a c t iv ity .  I t  was in  these  e a r ly  m on ths th a t e d ito rs  
o f the v il la g e  w e e k lie s  began to announce the a r r iv a l  o f the m y s ­
te r io u s  o rd e r  and p r in t  w h a te v e r lu r id  "n o t ic e s "  they re c e iv e d  o r
^D o y le  to G e n e ra l S. W . C ra w fo rd , H u n ts v il le ,  J u ly  29, 
1869, A G O , P a p e rs  S u b m itte d  to the C o m m itte e  on S ou the rn  O u t­
ra g e s , RG 94, N A  (m ic ro f i lm ) .
but the c o r re la t io n  betw een the K la n 's  p lace  in  the w r it te n  h is to ­
r ie s  o f A la b a m a  and its  p ro p e r  s ig n ific a n c e  is  ra th e r  im p e r fe c t .
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d re a m e d  up. T h ro ug ho u t the s ta te  c o n s e rv a tiv e  jo u rn a lis ts  fe ign ed  
b a ffle m e n t as to the m e a n in g  o r p urpose  o f the hooded s o c ie ty  w h ile  
a t the sam e t im e  they  e x e rc is e d  th e ir  s k i l ls  in  enhancing  the im age  
th a t the K la n  a p p a re n tly  d e s ire d . I t  was a p o w e rfu l body, p ro ­
c la im e d  the G re e n s b o ro  B eacon , and "though h a rm le s s  tow ards  
those who d e p o rt th e m se lve s  as good c it iz e n s  they  p ro ve  a t e r r o r  to 
e v i l  d o e rs . In  the Tennessee  V a lle y ,  an a re a  w h e re  the K u  K lu x  
had becom e w e ll e n tre n ch e d , som e c o n s e rv a tiv e  p ap ers  such as the 
M o u lto n  A d v e r t is e r ,  the F lo re n c e  J o u rn a l,  and the A thens  W e e k ly  
P o s t c a r r ie d  K la n  c o m m e n ta ry  and n o tice s  in  p ra c t ic a l ly  e v e ry  issu e  
d u r in g  these w eeks.
I t  was a v e ry  e ffe c t iv e  p ro m o tio n a l c a m p a ig n , o r  so i t  
seem ed, fo r  m uch  o f the K la n  c o m m e n t re la te d  to  the fo rm a tio n  o f 
new dens th ro u g h o u t the se c tio n . "K u -K lu x  A g a in  ! "  re p o r te d  the 
A thens  e d ito r ,  "W e le a rn  . . . .  th a t the  K u  K lu x  have made th e ir  
appearance  in  the n e ig h bo rh oo d  o f P e t tu s v i l le ,  and a re  re p o r te d  to 
have a den in  th a t v ic in it y .  "  A nd  in  the next is s u e : "M e rd ia n v i l le
re s id e n ts  a re  re p o r te d  to  have th e ir  own K u -K lu x  band now and 
the y  say i t  is  w o n d e rfu l to b ehold . The news was the sam e a l l  
o v e r the a re a : the K la n  had a r r iv e d  and i t  was re c e iv e d  as a
'^A thens W e e k ly  P o s t , M a rc h  26, A p r i l  2, 1868.
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
2 5 4
m a rv e lo u s  and m y s te r io u s  even t. T h is  was the e ra  o f the d ay ­
l ig h t  p a ra d in g  and s t ru tt in g  as w e ll,  and th e re  is  l i t t le  doubt tha t 
K u  K lu x  m e m b e rs h ip  was the " i n "  th in g  am ong w h ite  youths and 
som e o f th e ir  e ld e rs . I t  was so m e th in g  to do, i t  was not i l le g a l  
( fo r  the m o m e n t), and i t  o ffe re d  the o p p o r tu n ity  to  a s s e r t  a b it  o f 
w h ite  s u p e r io r i ty  — a lb e it  som ew ha t c ra v e n ly , w h a t w ith  the d is ­
gu ises  and such.
In  any e ven t, the K la n  g re w  w ith  c e le r i t y  and p ro b a b ly  
re a che d  its  peak o f m e m b e rs h ip  by the s u m m e r o f 1868. T h e re  was 
g re a t a tt ra c t io n  in  the w hole  id ea . Some dens c la im e d  to be o v e r ­
f lo w in g  th e ir  m e e tin g  p lace s  and be ing  fo rc e d  to fo r m  s a te ll i te  dens. 
M e rc h a n ts  began to use the le t te r  K  p ro m in e n t ly  in  th e ir  a d v e r t is ­
in g ; f o r  p a t r io t ic  re a son s  p ro b a b ly  bu t a lso  to take  advantage o f the 
c u r re n t  fa s c in a tio n  w ith  the m y s t ic a l in i t ia l .  E v e ry  is s u e  o f the 
M o u lto n  A d v e r t is e r  in  the s p r in g  and s u m m e r w eeks c a r r ie d  a sub ­
s ta n t ia l c a rd  fo r  a lo c a l d ry  goods e s ta b lis h m e n t w ith  the b la r in g  
ca p tio n , "K  K  — K a p ita l K o m in g ! " ,  w h ic h  was a p p a re n tly  a s im p le  
a tte m p t to c a p ita liz e  on the fad.
T h e re  w e re  a t the sam e t im e  K u K lu x  songs, K u  K lu x  
dances , v a r io u s  K u  K lu x  p ro d u c ts , and, one can im a g in e , a spate 
o f K u  K lu x  jo k e s . I t  is  im p o s s ib le  to t e l l  how p o p u la r these  th ing s  
w e re  in  A la b a m a ; c e r ta in ly  th e re  was a c u r re n c y  o f K u K lu x  h u m o r 
in  the p a p e rs , m uch  o f i t  w ith  r a c is t  o ve rto n e s  bu t som e ra th e r
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c le v e r  and p o in ted  s a rc a s m . R a nd o lp h 's  T u sca loo sa  M o n ito r
c a r r ie d  a jo c u la r  a d v e r t is e m e n t in  A p r i l ,  1868, e x to llin g  the
v ir tu e s  o f G ra fto n  M in e ra l P a in t f ro m  G la s c o c k 's  s to re  w h ich
was sa id  to "ke e p  the K u  K lu x e s  o f f "  i f  p ro p e r ly  used . R a d ic a ls
w e re  a dv ise d  to s to ck  up. ^ E ven  one o f the le a d in g  R e pu b lica n
jo u rn a ls  cou ld  not r e s is t  the te m p ta tio n s  o f the fad  and p r in te d
a "K u -K lu x in g "  th re a t  fo r  its  d e linq u en t s u b s c r ib e rs :
You have se n t fo rw a rd  y o u r , . . c ro p s , and have 
got m o n ey  in  y o u r pocke ts  . . . .  D o n 't deny i t .
Be cand id . F o rk  o v e r . P la n k  down . . . .  P ay  up 
. . . .  e re  i t  be, a las  fo re v e rm o re  too la te . The 
s e c re t sad, and s ile n t  sea ch inch  hath  m ew ed!
The loud  u ng od ly  gobat doth w h in ny  the c lu t te ry ,  
f r i z z l y  a i r !  Come down to cond ign  — w hat ho!
B r in g  o u t the b la s te d  b ra z e n  b o o tja cks  f ro m  the 
b i t te r ,  b o il in g  B a tt le  ! Send fo r  the s e v e n -fo ld  
sledge  h a m m e r o f sneezing  s te e l . . . .  L e t down the 
o m n ip re s e n t N ovy Skoshy w il lo w -w a t t l in g  g r in d ­
s tone ! W h ir l  the e v e r la s t in g  c u t-g la s s  w e ll-s w e e p , 
and swash th e ir  d ro tte d  and d e linq u en t s k u lls  in to  
in exp u gn a b le  chaos and o ld  n ig h t. We w ant them  
fo u r  d o lla rs  ! ^
B y  th is  t im e , th e 's u m m e r o f 1868, the s e c re t  s o c ie ty  had 
p ro b a b ly  re a che d  its  n a tu ra l l im it s ,  A  c o l la te ra l and k in d re d  
o rg a n iz a tio n , the K n ig h ts  o f the W h ite  C a m e llia , was expanding 
i t s e l f  in to  the so u th e rn  p a r t  o f the s ta te  a t the sam e t im e  and, as 
noted  e a r l ie r ,  the K la n  n e v e r m ade any s e r io u s  e ffo r ts  in  tha t
^Q uoted in  H o rn , In v is ib le  E m p ire , 326. 
^ H u n ts v il le  A d vo ca te , Sept. 22, 1868.
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s e c tio n . ^ B u t in  n o r th  A la b a m a , in  the B la c k  B e lt,  and in  the m id -
w e s te rn  c o u n tie s , the hooded o rd e r  was w e ll e s ta b lis h e d  and f lo u r -
is in g . In  som e o f these  a re a s  its  a c t iv it ie s  w o u ld  peak and fade o v e r
the nex t s ix  m on ths ; in  o th e rs , e s p e c ia lly  the Tennessee  V a lle y  and
a few  w e s te rn  c o u n tie s , the c lim a x  o f K la n  v io le n ce  w ou ld  c a r r y  in to
1869 and 1870. In  e a r ly  1868, h ow e ve r, the o rd e r  was s t i l l  in  its
g e n e ra tiv e  s tage , and the R a d ic a l p a r ty  had not ye t begun to a tta c k  i t .
B o th  the e x te n t o f the o rg a n iz in g  ze a l and the a p p a re n t c o m m u n ic a tio n
lapses  o f the E m p ire  a re  re v e a le d  in  the fo l lo w in g  a d v is o ry  f ro m  the
m o th e r den in  P u la s k i w h ic h  was cop ied  by s e v e ra l A la b a m a  p a p e rs ;
In  a nsw e r to n um ero u s  co rre s p o n d e n ts  f r o m  fa r  and 
n e a r, m a k in g  in q u ir ie s  o f us in  re g a rd  to  the K u k lu x , 
and how they  m a y p ro cee d  to o b ta in  a c h a r te r ,  we 
m ake the g e n e ra l re p ly , th a t we cannot g ive  them  any 
in fo rm a t io n ,  p o s it iv e , but we suggest to the m  tha t 
perhaps  s im i la r  in q u ir ie s  made th ro u g h  the P o s t 
o ff ic e  o f the G re a t G ra nd  C yc lo p s , who i t  is  sa id , 
m akes h is  h e a d q u a rte rs  h e re , m ig h t re c e iv e  a m o re  
s a t is fa c to ry  re p ly . We don ’ t know how he w o u ld  get 
the c o m m u n ic a tio n  . . . but a fte r  re a d in g  the n u m e r­
ous a ccounts o f  the w o n d e rfu l th ing s  p e r fo rm e d  by the 
K u  K lu x ,  we beg in  to th in k  th a t th e re  a re  few  th ing s  
im p o s s ib le  w ith  them  . . . .
P u la s k i C itizen®
- The K . W . C. needs s e rio u s  s tudy . F o r  A la b a m a  the bes t 
in fo rm a t io n  so u rces  fo r  the r iv a l  s e c re t o rd e r  a re  F le m in g , C iv i l  
W a r and R e c o n s tru c t io n , 669 -73 ; a lso  h is  D o c u m e n ta ry  H is to ry  o f 
R e c o n s tru c t io n , I I ,  3 49 -54; and D ocum en ts R e la tin g  to R e c o n s tru c ­
t io n , No. 1, 5 -29.
^A thens  W e e k ly  P o s t , M a rc h  19i 1868; M o u lto n  A d v e r t is e r , 
M a rc h  20, 1868.
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T h a t the  K la n  was beco m in g  in c re a s in g ly  obnoxious to  the 
ra d ic a ls  by th is  t im e  is  a c e r ta in ty .  I ts  a tta c k s  upon fre e d m e n , • 
i t s  a tte m p ts  to  d is ru p t  U n io n  League a c t iv it ie s ,  and its  h a ra s s m e n ts  
o f ra d ic a l w h ite s  w e re  a l l  v iv id ly  re c a lle d  by dozens o f w itn e s s e s  
som e t im e  la te r  f o r  the c o n g re s s io n a l c o m m itte e . The f i r s t  p ro ­
te s ts  began to f i l t e r  in to  the g o v e rn o r 's  o ff ic e  a t th is  t im e , 
d e p re c a tin g  the v io le n c e  and a s k in g  fo r  c iv i l  o r  m i l i t a r y  a s s is ta n c e , 
and the f i r s t  n o tice  o f the K la n  began to show up in  re p o r ts  f ro m  
F re e d m e n 's  B u rea u  agents in  the s ta te . ^ The B u re a u  o f f ic e r  a t 
D e m o p o lis , fo r  e xa m p le , m ade h is  f i r s t  m e n tio n  o f the K la n  in  
M a rc h , when he la c o n ic a lly  noted  th a t " th e  o rg a n iz a tio n  c a lle d  the 
K h lu  K h lu x  K h la n  ^ s ic /  have m ade s e v e ra l c h a r a c te r is t ic  dem on­
s tra tio n s  in  the way o f se n s a tio n a l p o s te rs  and such. ^ The 
a c tio n  w ou ld  be so e s c a la te d  o v e r  the nex t few  m on ths  th a t the  su b - 
a s s is ta n t c o m m is s io n e r  f r o m  the sam e p lace  co u ld  ju s t  as m a t te r -  
o f - fa c t ly  re p o r t  in  S ep tem be r th a t the K la n  o r  som ebody was
^K u  K lu x  R e p o r t , "A la b a m a  T e s t im o n y , "  p a s s im . L e t te r  
book f i le s  and G e n e ra l C o rre sp o n d e n ce  f i le s  f o r  the v a r io u s  R econ ­
s t ru c t io n  g o v e rn o rs  a re  a v a ila b le  in  the A la b a m a  D e p a rtm e n t o f 
A rc h iv e s  and H is to r y  — G o v e rn o r S m ith 's  f i le  re la t in g  to  th is  
p e r io d  is  q u ite  e x te n s iv e  — and w i l l  be h e re in a fte r  c ite d  as 
G o v e rn o r 's  L e t te rb c o k  o r  G o v e rn o r 's  C o rre s p o n d e n c e . The p e r t i ­
n en t F re e d m e n 's  B u rea u  R e co rds  a re  the O p e ra tio n s  R e p o rts  f r o m  
the  S u b -D is tr ic t  A ge n ts  and L e t te r s  R e ce ived , A la b a m a  A s s is ta n t  
C o m m is s io n e r , RG 105, N A .
^ ^ R e p o rt o f L t .  A . S. B e n n e tt, D e m o p o lis , fo r  M a rc h ,  1868, 
A la b a m a  M o n th ly  R e p o rts , F re e d m e n 's  B u rea u  R e c o rd s , RG 105, NA.
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c o m m it t in g  the "u s u a l n u m b e r o f m u rd e rs  and o th e r a cts  o f 
11
v io le n c e . "
W ith  its  augm ented  p re sen ce  and a c c e le ra te d  t e r r o r is m  
the K la n  n a tu ra lly  began to a t t r a c t  a tte n t io n  f r o m  M o n tg o m e ry .
The f i r s t  o f f ic ia l  re a c tio n  cam e in  A p r i l ,  when G e n e ra l M eade , 
th ro u g h  G e n e ra l S hepherd , is s u e d  the o rd e r  banning  p u b lic a t io n  
o f K la n  n o tic e s  and h o ld in g  a l l  lo c a l o f f ic ia ls  a ccou n ta b le  fo r  the 
"s u p p re s s io n  o f the in iq u ito u s  o rg a n iz a tio n . "
T h is  o rd e r  was e ffe c t iv e  o n ly  to the e x te n t o f ca us ing  the 
d isap p ea ra nce  o f the n o tic e s  f r o m  the n e w sp a p e rs , though the y  
c o n tin ue d  to p r in t  K u  K lu x  news ite m s . A lth o u g h  m i l i t a r y  p ro s e ­
c u tio n s  o f K la n s m e n  u n d e r e x is t in g  s ta te  la w s  d id  o c c u r on o cca s io n , 
such a c tio n s  w e re  not p u rs u e d  s tre n u o u s ly  and i t  was o bv ious  tha t 
s tro n g e r  law s w e re  needed. Y e t, such re sp on ses  to  the K la n  w e re  
p ro b a b ly  enough to g ive  pause to  som e . I t  is  l ik e ly  th a t som e o f 
the m o re  fa in th e a r te d  s p ir i t s ,  those in  i t  fo r  "a  la r k ,  "  and p e r ­
haps even som e o f the "re s p e c te d  le a d e rs , "  a t th is  t im e  began to 
c o n s id e r q u ie t ly  fo ld in g  th e ir  shee ts and abandoning  the w hole  
p ro je c t .  T h is  is  n o t to  say th a t th e re  was a s la c k e n in g  o f K u  K lu x  
a c t iv i t y  a t the t im e ; on the c o n tra ry ,  as the s u m m e r w o re  on, the
A la b a m a  M o n th ly  R e p o rts , F re e d m e n 's  B urea u  R e c o rd s , RG 105, N A . 
 ̂^See C h ap te r I I .
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pace o f th ing s  q u icke n ed . T h is  was a p re s id e n tia l e le c t io n  y e a r 
and the K la n , desp ite  so m e  a p p a re n t o f f ic ia l  m is g iv in g s ,  was p re ­
p a r in g  to  t r y  its  s tre n g th  in  the p o li t ic a l a re n a . P o l i t ic s  w o u ld  be 
as a s ir e n 's  song fo r  the s e c re t o rd e r ,  both  i r r e s is t ib le  and 
p e r ilo u s .
The K la n 's  f i r s t  p o l i t ic a l in v o lv e m e n t was d ire c te d  
to w a rd  the U n ion  League w h ich  was o rg a n iz in g  the  b lacks  fo r  the 
R e pu b lica n  p a r ty ,  to w a rd  those b lacks  who w e re  in c lin in g  to w a rd  
ra d ic a l is m ,  and to w a rd  o th e rs  co n s id e re d  s o c ia l ly  o r  p o l i t ic a l ly  
o bn ox iou s , such as c e r ta in  e le c te d  o f f ic ia ls .  B u rea u  agents and 
w h ite s  tea ch ing  in  b la c k  sch oo ls . I t  was c le a r  to  m o s t o f the 
p o li t ic a l ly -m in d e d  by now tha t c o n tro l o f the b la c k  vote w ou ld  m ean 
c o n tro l o f the s ta te . Some w h ite s  had p ra g m a t ic a lly  accom m od a te d  
th e m s e lv e s  to the new o rd e r  o f th ing s  by jo in in g  w ith  the 
R e pu b lica n  e f fo r t  to c o n tro l th a t vo te . These w e re  the o ld  u n io n ­
is ts  and o th e rs  who becam e the sca law ags and th e ir  f ru s tr a t io n s  
have been re co un ted  e a r l ie r .  A  few  to u g h -m in d e d  D e m o c ra ts  con­
tin ue d  to  cam pa ign  o pe n ly  and s tro n g ly  to sw ay fre e d m e n  in to  th e ir
13
p a r ty  bu t th is  ta c t ic  m e t w ith  o n ly  l im ite d  su ccess . The g re a t
fa s c in a tin g  e xam ple  o f such ten a c iou s  and courageous 
D e m o c ra tic  r e g u la r it y  is  the case o f W i l l ia m  J o rd a n  o f B u llo c k  
C ounty. J o rd a n  was a s e c e s s io n is t p la n ta t io n  o w n e r f ro m  M id w a y , 
A la b a m a , who co n tin ue d  to p ro c la im  h is  a rd e n t d e m o c ra c y  in  the 
d a rk  days a fte r  the w a r when h is  coun ty  came u n d e r co m p le te  
ra d ic a l c o n tro l.  A lth o u g h  u n d e r d is a b il i t ie s ,  J o rd a n  d id  no t take a
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m ass o f w h ite  A la b a m a  c o n s e rv a tiv e s  p e r fe r re d  e ith e r  to  abandon 
p o li t ic s  te m p o ra r i ly ,  hop ing  fo r  b e tte r  days, o r  to t r y  to fo rc e  the 
b lacks  out o f the R a d ic a l cam p.
M uch  o f the c o e rc io n  took  the fo r m  o f e con om ic  p re s ­
su re s , A lth o u g h  the F re e d m e n 's  B u rea u  had been s u p e rv is in g  
a g r ic u l tu ra l w o rk  c o n tra c ts  fo r  some t im e ,  th e re  w e re  m any 
dev ious  w ays by w h ic h  e m p lo y e rs  cou ld  e ith e r  chea t th e ir  la b o re rs  
o r  p un ish  the m  fo r  p o l i t ic a l  e r r o r .  Such c o e rc iv e  ta c t ic s  p re ced ed  
bu t a ls o  p a ra lle le d  the g ro w th  o f the K la n  in  the s ta te . B u rea u  
re p o r ts  and c o rre sp o n d e n ce  fo r  1867 c a r r y  m a n y  c o m p la in ts  about 
such a c t iv it ie s  and the in a b i l i ty  o f lo c a l a u th o r it ie s  to  c o r re c t  i t .  
One such re p o r t  f r o m  n o r th  A la b a m a  co nce rn ed  a fu tu re  g o v e rn o r , 
G eorge  S. H o usto n , who was accused  in  la te  1867 o f e m p lo y in g  
e con om ic  le v e ra g e  a g a in s t b la c k  w o rk e rs .  The d if f ic u lt ie s  o f the 
s itu a t io n  w e re  w e ll s u m m a riz e d  by C o lo ne l John  C a llis ,  a rm y  
co m m a nd a nt a t H u n ts v il le ,  to w hom  th is  p a r t ic u la r  re p o r t  was
p o l i t ic a l  back seat. He n e v e r jo in e d  the K la n  but p re fe r r e d  to 
o p e ra te  o pe n ly  and b ra s h ly  in  o p p o s itio n  to the R a d ic a l p a r ty .
The "J o rd a n  M e thod , "  as one s c h o la r  c a lls  i t ,  was to  a tte nd  
R e pu b lica n  m e e tin g s  and b ra z e n ly  h a ra s s  the s p e a ke rs . 
O c c a s io n a lly  he w ou ld  even ju m p  on the p la t fo rm  w ith  enem y 
o ra to rs  and g ive  v is u a l s ig n a ls  to the aud ience  w h en e ve r he p e r ­
c e ive d  any " l ie s "  being  to ld . I t  seem s in c re d ib le  but he was 
a p p a re n tly  ab le  to  get away w ith  such th ing s  by s h e e r b lu f f  and 
was re p u te d  to  have had a few  s tro n g  b la c k  s u p p o r te rs . See H . F . 
S te rk x , "W il l ia m  C. J o rd a n  and R e c o n s tru c t io n  in  B u llo c k  County, 
A la b a m a , "  The A la b a m a  R e v ie w , X V  (Ja n u a ry , 1962), 61-73 .
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fo rw a rd e d  fo r  a p p ro p r ia te  a c tio n . C a llis  la m e n te d  tha t such re p o r ts  
" a re  co m in g  to m y  o ff ic e  d a ily ,  "  and th a t i t  "c a n n o t be den ied  tha t 
such g ro ss  o u tra g es  a re  p ra c tic e d  on F re e d m e n  . . . .  I  issu e  
o rd e rs ,  w r ite  le t te rs  and use e v e ry  m eans a t m y  com m and  to  have 
m y  o rd e rs  s t r i c t l y  adh e red  to and the 'R e b e ls ' use e v e ry  m eans in  
t h e ir  p ow e r to evade the o rd e rs .  "  ^
In  the long  ru n  the e con om ic  w e ig h t o f the w h ite  la nd o w n ers  
w o u ld  e ffe c t iv e ly  negate the b la c k  vo te  bu t s h u r t ru n  advantages w e re  
le s s  n o tic e a b le , e ith e r  in  the p o l i t ic a l  o r  e con om ic  sp he re . Some 
p la n te rs  w e re  a p p a re n tly  m o re  co nce rn ed  w ith  s ta b i l i ty  o f la b o r  than 
any p o l i t ic a l  p h ilo s o p h y . A lth o u g h  th e y  m ig h t a p p ly  a b it  o f su b tle  
b u t p o in te d  e con om ic  p ro d d in g  now and then , th e y  tended to  becom e 
som ew ha t d is tu rb e d  and p ro te c t iv e  when the K la n  began fr ig h te n in g  
aw ay th e ir  b e t te r  w o rk e rs .   ̂ In  some cases even the p h y s ic a l c o e r ­
c io n  o f b la c k  la b o re rs  was a p p lie d  in te r m it te n t ly  a c c o rd in g  to w h a t­
e v e r was deem ed m o re  im p o r ta n t  a t the t im e , t h e ir  w o rk  o r  th e ir  
p o l i t ic a l  in d o c tr in a t io n .  John W a g e r, B u re a u  agen t a t H u n ts v il le ,  
e xp la in e d  th a t the o u tra g e s  p ra c tic e d  upon b lacks  seem ed to  be 
ra th e r  p e r io d ic a l.  "L o n g  th ro u g h  the s u m m e r I  w o u ld  h e a r o f
H . B in gh am  to G e n e ra l H o w a rd , A th e n s , A ug . 3, 1867, 
w ith  e nd o rsem en ts  by G e n e ra l H o w a rd , G e n e ra l Swayne and C o lo ne l 
C a ll is ,  A la ba m a  L e t te r s  R e ce ived , F re e d m e n 's  B u rea u  R e c o rd s , RG 
105, NA .
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som e o u tra g e s , but m y  id ea  was th a t the y  w anted  to  get the c ro p  in  
the g ro un d , and a ny th ing  to pun ish  these m en  the y  w ou ld  re s e rv e  
u n t i l  a fte r  th a t was done, and then , a fte r  the c ro p  was la id  by, they 
w o u ld  com m ence aga in , "  ^ E v e n tu a lly  i t  was the d is tu rb a n c e  o f 
la b o r  th a t tu rn e d  m any fo r m e r  s y m p a th iz e rs  a g a in s t the K la n . O f 
co u rse  a l l  such changes o f h e a r t w e re  e a s ily  ra t io n a liz e d  w ith  the 
o ld  s tandby p re m is e  th a t the "g e n u in e " K u  K lu x  had by then  d is ­
banded and the  t e r r o r is m  was the w o rk  o f "s p u r io u s "  o r  "b o g u s "
Such thoughts w e re  c e r ta in ly  not w id e s p re a d  in  the s p r in g  
and s u m m e r o f 1868 as the s e c re t o rd e r  re v e le d  in  i t s  g re a te s t 
p e r io d  o f p o p u la r ity  and e xpansion . M e a de 's  o rd e r  had re ta rd e d  
K la n  c o m m u n ic a tio n s  and p u b lic ity  bu t had a c c o m p lis h e d  a lm o s t 
no th ing  in  the s u p p re s s in g  o f its  m o ve m en ts . M o re o v e r ,  some 
n ew spape rs  con tinued  to  p u b lis h  o f f ic ia l  com m un iques  fo r  the 
o rg a n iz a tio n  th ro u g h o u t the s u m m e r o f 1868, in  a p p a re n t ig no ra n ce  
o r  c o n tra v e n tio n  o f the p ro h ib it io n .
The A thens  P o s t  was one such p a p e r, and in  the la te  
s u m m e r th is  Tennessee V a lle y  jo u rn a l c a r r ie d  a le n g th y  "g re e t ­
in g "  f r o m  the G ra nd  G ia n t o f P ro v in c e  N u m b e r 1 w h ich  is  w o rth y  
o f note . T h is  c o lu m n - lo n g  m essage is  both  in te re s t in g  and
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re v e a lin g  fo r  s e v e ra l re a son s . In  i t  the G ra nd  G ia n t (co u n ty - 
le v e l c h ie fta in ) ,  p re s e n te d  a le n g th y  e xp la n a tio n  to  the p u b lic  o f 
the p urpo se  and p r in c ip le s  o f the "o rd e r  o f S p i r i t s "  and a tte m p te d  
to  c o u n te ra c t w h a t he c a lle d  the "m a lic io u s  ru m o rs "  and " fo u l 
s la n d e r"  w h ich  w e re  be ing  c ir c u la te d  about the o rd e r .  T h is  is  an 
e a r ly  p u b lic  in d ic a t io n  th a t K la n  le a d e rs  w e re  b eco m in g  co nce rn ed  
about the  im ag e  o f the o rg a n iz a tio n  and the c a m p a ig n  a m m u n itio n  
the y  w e re  p ro v id in g  fo r  the o p p o s itio n . "W e a re  n e ith e r  a m i l i t a r y  
o r  p o l i t ic a l  o rg a n iz a tio n , "  p ro te s te d  the G ia n t, "N o  p e rs o n  w i l l  be 
d is tu rb e d  on a ccou n t o f p o l i t ic a l  s e n tim e n ts  . . . .  the f i r s t  o b je c t o f 
the s p ir i t s  is  the e n fo rc e m e n t o f the la w . "  He w e n t on to  a tte s t th a t 
a l l  p e rson s  o f w h a te v e r "c la s s ,  c o n d itio n , o r  c o lo r ,  "  w o u ld  be p ro ­
te c te d  in  th e ir  "p e rs o n s , p ro p e r ty  and l ib e r t y ,  "  bu t th a t no la w ­
b re a k e r  co u ld  a vo id  the " ju s t  a n g e r o f the o u tra g e d  s p ir i t s .  "
T h a t th e re  was g ro w in g  co n ce rn  o v e r  u n ru lin e s s  w ith in  the 
o rd e r  is  a lso  ev idenced  in  th is  m essage in  the a d m o n itio n  to 
in d iv id u a l " s p i r i t s "  re g a rd in g  the ch a in  o f com m and . I m p l ic i t  h e re  
is  the fe e lin g  tha t th is  p a r t ic u la r  le a d e r was so m e w ha t ru f f le d  
because o f K la n s m e n  do ing  th ing s  on th e ir  own w ith o u t cogn izance  
o f the den. "G h o u ls , y o u r  du ty  is  not to p un ish , but to d e te c t a l l  
v io la to rs  o f the la w , "  he p ro te s te d . Then , in  a p e d a n tic  tone , he
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le c tu re d  h is re a d e rs  on how the s y s te m  was supposed to w o rk : 
"G h o u ls  . . .  re p o r t  the m  A a w b re a k e r ^ /  to the T u rk s ,  the T u rk s  to 
the M o n ks , the M onks  to the M a g i, the M a g i to the C yc lo p s , the 
C yc lo p s  to the C o b lin s , the C o b lin s  to the C ia n t, th a t he m ay f o r ­
w a rd  i t  to  the E a s t fo r  the in s t ru c t io n  o f the M o s t H ig h , R o ya l 
G ra nd  W iz a rd .
T h is  was o f co u rse  a m o re  th e o re t ic a l than p ra c t ic a l 
com m and  lin e ,  and i t  is  no t l ik e ly  th a t m any " in s t r u c t io n s "  w e re  
e v e r fo r th c o m in g  f ro m  the "E a s t. "  Such m a tte rs  as m e tin g  out 
p u n ish m e n ts  w e re  ty p ic a l ly  dec id e d  on the den le v e l.  R y la n d  
R ando lph  la te r  re c a lle d  th a t h is  den had m e t r e g u la r ly ,  "a b ou t once 
a w eek, a t w h ich  the conduct o f c e r ta in  o ffe n s iv e  c h a ra c te rs  w ou ld  
be d is c u s s e d , and i f  a m a jo r i t y  vo ted  to  p un ish  such i t  w ou ld  be 
done a c c o rd in g ly  on c e r ta in  p re s c r ib e d  n ig h ts . ^ A s noted 
e a r l ie r ,  p ro b a b ly  the o n ly  in s tru c t io n s  com ing  f r o m  Im p e r ia l o r  
R e a lm  h e a d q u a rte rs  c o nce rn ed  g e n e ra l p o lic y  and even these w e re  
o n ly  lo o s e ly  fo llo w e d . P ro v in c e s ,  dens, and even in d iv id u a l m e m ­
b e rs ,  in  p ra c t ic e ,  e x e rc is e d  a m p le  au tonom y to m e e t th e ir  lo c a l 
needs. I t  so happened th a t lo c a l needs and o v e r a l l  p o lic y  c o in ­
c id ed  in  the s u m m e r and f a l l  o f 1868.
F ro m  a le t te r  quo ted  in  F le m in g , C iv i l  W a r and 
R e c o n s tru c t io n , 678.
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The A la b a m a  K la n  undoub ted ly  made its  s tro n g e s t con­
c e n tra te d  b id  f o r  p o w e r in  the p re s id e n tia l cam pa ign  o f th a t y e a r .
I t  was a t im e , a c c o rd in g  to one ra d ic a l e d ito r ,  th a t w ould  be 
"re m e m b e re d  as the 'b la c k  y e a r ' in  the C h r is t ia n  E ra  caused by 
bands o f m id n ig h t a ssa ss in s  going about in  d is g u is e d  h a b ilim e n ts  
. , , p e rs e c u tin g  f r e e - b o rn  A m e r ic a n  c it iz e n s  on accoun t o f th e ir  
p o l i t ic a l  o p in io n s  and s e n tim e n ts . A nd  d esp ite  the a s s e r tio n s  
to the c o n tra ry ,  the K u  K lu x  becam e d e c id e ly  p o l i t ic a l a t th is  t im e . 
I t  w o u ld  con tinue  to be so fo r  the re s t  o f its  e x is ten ce  — w h e th e r 
in  "g e n u in e " o r  "s p u r io u s "  ga rb . The y e a r 1868 o ffe rs  a good 
case s tud y , h o w e v e r, because the K la n  e f fo r t  th a t y e a r was m o re  
s y s te m a tic  and m o re  g e n e ra l ly  sa nc tio ne d  by the w h ite  p o p u la tio n  
than  i t  w ou ld  e ve r be a ga in . A lth o u g h  the o rg a n iz a tio n  w ou ld  con­
tin ue  to fu n c t io n  p o l i t i c a l l y  in  1869 and o th e r e le c t io n  y e a rs , its  
e ffe c tiv e n e s s  w ou ld  be u n d e rm in e d  by d e c re a s in g  p u b lic  s u p p o rt 
and in c re a s in g  c o u n te ra c tio n s .
The p o li t ic a l d ire c t io n s  o f the K la n  w e re  both  o v e r t  and 
c o v e r t.  The d a y lig h t and n ig h tt im e  p a ra d in g  was con tinued  and 
som e o f the b o ld e s t K la n  o p e ra tio n s  cam e d u r in g  th is  p e r io d , but 
i t  a ls o  descended fu r th e r  in to  the use o f sh ee r t e r r o r is t ic  ta c t ic s  
w h ich  becam e m o re  p o l i t ic a l ly  m o tiv a te d  and le s s  re g u la to ry .  In
M o n tg o m e ry  A la b a m a  State Jo u rn a l ,  Jan. 9, 1869.
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both phases the n o r th e rn  and w e s te rn  coun ties  w itn e s s e d  the m o s t 
consp icuous a c t iv ity ,  w ith  the Tennessee V a lle y  se c tio n  being the 
le a d e r in  both . In  th is  tw o -d ee p  t ie r  o f coun ties  on the Tennessee 
b o rd e r  the K la n  had its  g re a te s t m a npow er and fo r  a season seem s 
to have had th ing s  m uch its  own w ay. In  L im e s to n e , M a d is o n , and 
M o rg a n  coun ties  i t  was e s p e c ia lly  po ten t. The s tre e ts  o f D e c a tu r, 
H u n ts v il le ,  A th e n s , M o u lto n  and F lo re n c e  w e re  the scenes o f f r e ­
quent K u  K lu x  p ro c e e d in g s , some o f the m  p e a c e fu l, som e not.
In  D e c a tu r th e re  was a g re a t dea l o f d r i l l in g  and such and 
a lso  an in c re a s e  in  n ig h t r id in g  t e r r o r  ta c t ic s ,  w h ic h  le d  to the 
death  o f a t le a s t one b la c k . The e d ito r  o f the R e p u b lica n  p ap e r was 
w a rn e d  to  le ave  tow n o r  e lse  — "w h ic h  f r ig h te n e d  h im  b ad ly , "  
c h o r tle d  a n e ig h b o rin g  c o n s e rv a tiv e  e d ito r .  O th e rs  w e re  being 
fr ig h te n e d  too , and r ig h t ly  so, fo r  the IF lan was d ead ly  s e r io u s  now. 
M ix e d  p o l i t ic a l  c lubs  w e re  b ro ken  up by d is g u is e d  m en, in d iv id u a ls  
w e re  bea ten , and th ing s  got so bad in  M o rg a n  C ounty g e n e ra l ly  tha t 
when a fe d e ra l o f f ic e r  t r ie d  to get the s h e r if f  to e x e rc is e  h is  
a u th o r ity  he was to ld  th a t he co u ld  n o t because, " I  have nobody to 
p ro te c t  m e. In  n e ig h b o rin g  L im e s to n e  C ounty, co n d itio n s  w e re
such th a t the e lec te d  re p re s e n ta t iv e s  to the s ta te  le g is la tu re  w e re
21 , 1868.
^^K u  K lu x  R e p o r t , "A la b a m a  T e s tim o n y , "  939, 934.
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re d uce d  to re q u e s tin g  a m i l i t a r y  e s c o r t to M o n tg o m e ry  because 
"th e  K u  K lu k s  !_sicj has s w o re  we s h a ll not go to the nex t 
lé g is la te u r  ^ s ic / .
A l l  a c ro s s  the V a lle y  th ing s  w e re  m uch  the sam e w ith  K la n  
m a n ife s ta tio n s  in  tow n  and c o u n try . In  the  tow ns i t  was u s u a lly  ju s t  
an appea rance  fo r  app ea ra n ce  sake a t th is  p o in t; K la n s m e n  m a k in g  
th e ir  p re sen ce  know n , bu t do ing  l i t t le  to p ro v o k e  ra d ic a l a u th o r ity  
w h ic h  was enough a g ita te d  by the m e re  p re se n ce . M o s t ly  these 
w e re  s m a ll p a r t ie s  o f G ho u ls , a dozen  o r  le s s , who w o u ld  a r r iv e  in  
tow n  in  f u l l  d is g u is e , m a rc h  a ro un d  a b it ,  then  d is m o u n t and s o c ia liz e  
w ith  the lo c a l c it iz e n r y .  O c c a s io n a lly  th e y  w o u ld  a ppea r in  m o re  
fo rc e  and fo r  a p u rp o se , as in  S ep tem be r, when a band o f som e 150 
cam e in to  T u s c u m b ia  and lyn che d  th re e  o f e ig h t b la c k  L o y a l L e a g u e rs  
accused  o f h av in g  b u rne d  a w h ite  fe m a le  a cad em y in  the c ity .  In  
A th e ns  th e re  w e re  a n u m b e r o f K la n  v is ita t io n s  re p o r te d  in  the lo c a l 
p re s s  th ro u g h  the. s u m m e r and fa l l ,  a p p a re n tly  a l l  peaceab le . On 
e le c t io n  day th e re  o c c u r re d  in  th a t c ity  the o fte n  re p ea ted  in c id e n t 
in  w h ich  a p a r ty  o f tw e lv e  fu l ly  d e c k e d -o u t K la n s m e n  rode  in to  tow n 
and b o ld ly  o ffe re d  th e ir  s e rv ic e s  to h e lp  keep  the  peace. "T h o se
L e n tz  to  G o v e rn o r S m ith , E lk  R iv e r ,  N ov . 1, 1868, 
G o v e rn o r 's  C o rre sp o n d e n ce , A la b a m a  State  D e p a rtm e n t o f 
A rc h iv e s  and H is to ry .
^ ^ D a v is , A u th e n tic  H is to ry ,  178; H o rn , In v is ib le  E m p ire , 
124; T re le a s e , W h ite  T e r r o r ,  122.
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in fe rn a l s c o u n d re ls  had the a u d a c ity  to com e in to  tow n, and asked  
m e w h a t m y  in s tru c t io n s  w e re , "  re p o r te d  the lo c a l tro o p  c o m ­
m a n d e r. The s to ry  was to ld  th a t the K la n  le a d e r p ro po sed  th a t the 
lie u te n a n t sh ou ld  ju s t  " s c ra tc h  the g round  i f  he needed the m , "
A ls o  deve lo p ing  d u r in g  the e le c t io n  p e r io d  was the m o s t 
s e n s a tio n a l o f  a l l  A la b a m a  K u K lu x  e p iso d es , the H u n ts v il le  R io t. 
The L o y a l League was q u ite  a c tiv e  in  the w eeks p re c e d in g  the e le c ­
t io n  and on S a tu rd ay  th re e  days b e fo re  the b a llo t in g  they  sp onsored  
a m a ss  r a l ly  in  H u n ts v il le  fo r  the R e pu b lica n  ca nd id a te s . P r o m i­
nen t am ong the sp ea ke rs  was C. C. S heets, a D e c a tu r sca law ag , 
who b e ra te d  the p re d o m in a te ly  b la c k  c ro w d  fo r  th e ir  "w e a k -k n e e d " 
a tt itu d e  to w a rd  th e ir  K u  K lu x  to rm e n to rs .  He a d m itte d  th a t he h im ­
s e lf  had been abused b y  the K la n  in  F lo re n c e  a few  days e a r l ie r  and 
th a t to save h im s e lf  he had p ro m is e d  to d e s is t f ro m  m a k in g  in f la m ­
m a to ry  speeches. B u t now h av ing  re g a in e d  h is  courage  in  the 
s a fe ty  o f the c ro w d  he to ld  the b lacks  th a t they  sh ou ld  a rm  th e m ­
se lves  and stand  up lik e  m en. H is  speech was e ffe c t iv e . The 
N e g roe s  vo ted  to s ta y  in  tow n and f ig h t  back i f  the  K u  K lu x  showed 
u p, ru m o rs  hav in g  been a lre a d y  c ir c u la te d  tha t the K la n  was com ­
in g  in  fo rc e  to d is p e rs e  the r a l ly  and " k i l l  a l l  the c o lo re d  people
^ ^ K u  K lu x  R e p o rt , "A la b a m a  T e s tim o n y , "  723, 933; H o rn , 
In v is ib le  E m p ire ,  135 -36 . H o rn  m is d a te s  th is  in c id e n t by two y e a rs  
p la c in g  i t  in  1870.
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and ra d ic a l w h ite  m en. "  D u rin g  the re m a in d e r o f the day the 
b lacks  a rm e d  th e m s e lv e s  and h e ld  m e e ting s  to m ake  th e ir  p lan s .
One g ro up  w ent out to am bush  the K u -K lu x e rs  b u t a p p a re n tly  lo s t  
courage  and re tu rn e d  to the c e n te r o f tow n.
E a r ly  th a t even ing  the K la n  fo rc e  cam e in ,  i t s  n um be rs  
e s tim a te d  in  w ild  v a r ie ty  but p ro b a b ly  not c o n ta in in g  m o re  than 
one hun d red  and f i f t y  m en . They rode  in  in  d is c ip lin e d  fo rm a tio n ,  
s i le n t ly  c ir c le d  the sq ua re , then stopped to face  the c e n te r o f the 
c ro w d  by the m a rk e t-h o u s e . A f te r  a few m o m e n ts  o f th is  uneasy 
c o n fro n ta t io n  som eone in  the c ro w d  f i r e d  a sho t and s p o ra d ic  sh o o t­
in g  b ro ke  out a l l  a ro u n d  the sq ua re . I t  was n e v e r d e te rm in e d  who 
f i r e d  f i r s t ,  the w h ites  o r  the b la c k s , but i t  was g e n e ra l ly  conceded 
a t the  t im e  tha t the u n ifo rm e d  K la n s m e n  too k  no p a r t  in  the sh o o t­
in g  a t a l l .  They m a rc h e d  back out o f tow n the sam e way they  had 
com e in ,  s i le n t ly  and c lo s e ly  c o n tro lle d  by th e ir  le a d e rs  — even 
the lo c a l a rm y  co m m a n d e r acknow ledged  th a t.
The a c tu a l " r i o t "  d id  not beg in  u n t i l  a f te r  the K la n  had 
d e p a rte d  the s q ua re . A  n u m b e r o f tow nspeop le  a t th a t t im e  began to 
d is c h a rg e  th e ir  weapons in d is c r im in a te ly  and both  b la cks  and w h ites  
though t the y  w e re  be ing  f i r e d  upon by the o th e r s id e . Up to th is  
p o in t, m ira c u lo u s ly ,  no one had been h u r t ,  but in  the ensu ing  f ra y  
tw o  people  w e re  k i l le d :  an u n id e n tif ie d  b la c k  youth  and a w h ite  
R e pu b lica n  judge  f ro m  L im e s to n e  C ounty, both  a p p a re n tly  s tru c k  by 
ra n do m  sh o ts . S e v e ra l o th e rs  w e re  wounded.
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T h is  was the e x te n t o f the H u n ts v il le  K u  K lu x  R io t. A  
n u m b e r o f w h ite  m en w e re  a r re s te d  on the s tre e t  as be ing  u n d is ­
gu ised  K la n s m e n  and ch a rge d  w ith  in c it in g  the r i o t  but the cases 
w e re  a l l  n o l- p ro s s e d . T h a t the K la n  had p ro v o c a te u rs  c ir c u la t in g  
in  the c ro w d  to s t i r  the w h ite s  to  a c tio n  as was ch a rge d  a t the t im e  
was no t p ro v e d  and i t  is  d o u b tfu l th a t th e ir  know ledge  o f m ob p s y ­
c h o lo g y  was q u ite  so advanced . B oth  ra c e s  w e re  o b v io u s ly  q u ite  
a g ita te d  anyw ay by the ra d ic a l o ra to ry  o f the day — the b lacks  
p o s it iv e ly  and the w h ite s  n e g a tiv e ly . The K u  K lu x  n e v e rth e le s s  
re c e iv e d  the f u l l  b lam e  fo r  the in c id e n t f r o m  the  ra d ic a ls  and i t  
was tru m p e te d  a c ro s s  the la n d  as ev idence  o f K la n  w antonness.
The K la n  was to b lam e  in  a sense because th e y  had d e lib e ra te ly  
m o ve d  in to  a p o te n t ia lly  e x p lo s iv e  s itu a t io n , but the League 
s p e a k e rs , l ik e  Sheets, had c e r ta in ly  h e lped  to  c re a te  the s itu a t io n  
and m u s t share  the b lam e  to som e e x te n t. ^ The le ad in g  
R e pu b lica n  jo u r n a l in  the s ta te  w o u ld  la te r  p ro c la im  th a t the K la n  
had a lm o s t c o m p le te  c o n tro l o f H u n ts v il le  and th a t the "s tro n g
^ ^ T h is  accou n t o f the " r i o t "  is  d e r iv e d  f ro m  s e v e ra l 
so u rce s  but is  b a s ic a lly  a s y n th e s is  o f the te s t im o n y  o f s e v e ra l 
e yew itn e sses  p r in te d  in  the  K u  K lu x  R e p o rt, "A la b a m a  T e s tim o n y , ' 
599, 602, 614, 618, 785, 818^21 , 834, 8 73 -7 5 , 9 0 0 -0 2 , 910; see 
a ls o  A th e ns  P o s t , N ov. 7, 1868; H u n ts v il le  A d v o c a te , N ov. 3,
1868; D avis , A u th e n tic  H is to r y , 136; H o rn , In v is ib le  E m p ire , 
1 31 -34; T re le a s e , W h ite  T e r r o r ,  121.
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h a n d " o f fe d e ra l a u th o r ity  was needed as fo rc e  was the o n ly  
"p o w e r these s c o u n d re ls  w i l l  re co g n ize .
The K u  K lu x  a c t iv it y  in  and a ro un d  H u n ts v il le  and the 
re s t  o f n o r th  A la b a m a  was s ig n if ic a n t  in  m o re  than one w ay. 
A lth o u g h  i t  was ev idence  o f the s tre n g th  and d e te rm in a tio n  o f the 
K la n , i t  was a lso  in s tru m e n ta l in  the passage o f the s ta te  A n t i-  
K u  K lu x  law  in  D e c e m b e r, 1868, w h ich  the ra d ic a ls  w o u ld  h a il 
b u t q u ic k ly  d is c o v e r  to be d e fic ie n t.
In  the r u r a l  a re a s  o f n o r th e rn  A la b a m a  the  K la n  had been 
even m o re  a g g re s s iv e  d u r in g  the y e a r and its  a c t iv it ie s  c o n s id e r­
a b ly  m o re  s o rd id . I t  was h e re , aw ay f ro m  the l im ite d  re s t r ic t io n s  
o f the tow ns, tha t the  K la n  in te rp re te d  its  ro le  in  the b ro a d e s t p o s ­
s ib le  sense, both r a c ia l ly  and p o l i t ic a l ly .  T h e re  was some o rg a n ­
iz e d  n ig h t r id in g  fo r  show but i t  was in  the c o u n try  th a t the re a l 
w o rk  o f the o rd e r  was done; and i t  was the "w o r k "  and not the show 
th a t in s p ire d  the t e r r o r .  In  s m a ll g ro u p s , u s u a lly  tw e lve  o r  le s s , 
d is g u is e d  K la n s m e n  ro a m e d  re la t iv e ly  u n h in d e re d  in  the V a lle y  
a re a  a fte r  the d a y lig h t h o u rs  do ing  e v e ry th in g  th e y  co u ld  to  s t r ik e  
fe a r  in to  the h e a rts  o f R e p u b lica n s , b la c k  and w h ite . T h e re  was 
som e s im p le  re g u la to ry  a c tio n  tha t was o b v io u s ly  not p o l i t ic a l ly  
o r ie n te d  —  m is c e g e n a to rs  w e re  pun ished , as w e re  suspected
^^ M o n tg o m e ry  A la b a m a  State  J o u rn a l, Jan. 16, 1869.
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
272
c r im in a ls  who w e re  no t handled  s e v e re ly  enough by the le g a l 
a u th o r it ie s  — bu t g e n e ra l ly  a lm o s t a l l  K la n  v is ita t io n s  had some 
p o l i t ic a l  co nn ectio n ; and a lm o s t a l l  o f the v ic t im s  w e re  b la c k .
T h e re  was m uch  d iv e r s it y  in  these o p e ra t io n s , o f co u rse , 
some w e re  m o re  b iz a r re  than o th e rs  and the le v e l o f s e v e r ity  
ra n ge d  f ro m  m e re  th re a ts  to m u rd e r ,  but as in d ic a te d  b e fo re  th e re  
was a lso  m uch  s im i la r i t y .  T h e re  is  enough ev idence  to suggest 
som e com m on p a tte rn s  to  th is  w o rk . These s m a ll bands o f d is ­
gu ised  r id e rs  w o u ld  a pp ro ach  the hom e o f a fre e d m a n , e ith e r  c a ll 
h im  out o r  fo rc e  th e ir  w ay in  and d ra g  h im  o u t, then e ith e r  th re a te n  
h im , v e rb a lly  to rm e n t h im , beat h im  w ith  b ra nch es o r  s tra p s , t o r ­
tu re  h im  even m o re  s e v e re ly , o r ,  a t w o rs t ,  m u rd e r  h im . T h e re  
w e re  a l l  le v e ls  o f c rudeness  o r  re f in e m e n t to th is  but the cause and 
e ffe c t was g e n e ra lly  the sam e. M o s t o f the v ic t im s  w e re  s e lec te d  
because o f a lle g e d  R e pu b lica n  p ro c l iv i t ie s ,  and the th re a ts  and 
p un ish m e n ts  w e re  supposed to su pp re ss  th a t s p i r i t .  A n o th e r c o m ­
m on  them e in  the K la n  p ro g ra m  was the d is a rm in g  o f b la c k s . T h is  
o b v io u s ly  re f le c ts  a w h ite  a n x ie ty  o r  fe a r  o f b la c k  u p r is in g s  in  the 
v e in  o f the t ra d i t io n a l s la ve  in s u r re c t io n  fe a rs ,  but w h a te ve r the 
m o t iv a tio n  th e re  w e re  s c o re s  o f re p o r te d  in s tan ces  o f weapons 
be ing  dem anded f ro m  v ic t im iz e d  fre e d m e n  and e ith e r  co n fis c a te d  
o r  d e s tro y e d . T h e re  was som e ta lk  o f d e p o s ito r ie s  o r  a rs e n a ls  
w h ere  these "c o n tra b a n d " guns w e re  c o lle c te d  bu t tha t has the
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sam e m y th ic a l r in g  to  i t  as the im p ro b a b le  K u  K lu x  co tto n  g ins 
"h id d e n  away in  the fo re s ts .  "  The guns w e re  m o re  l ik e ly  a p p ro ­
p r ia te d  fo r  K la n  use. T h e re  w e re  m any re p o r ts  o f o th e r th ing s  
being a p p ro p r ia te d  as w e ll.  A ny  loose  m oney o r  w h is k e y  ly in g  
a ro un d  the cab ins w e re  e s p e c ia lly  v u ln e ra b le  to s e iz u re , and was 
so m e tim e s  dem anded —  and th is  in  the e ra  o f the "g e n u in e "
K la n .
In  the w e s te rn  coun ties  the s itu a t io n  was m uch the same 
in  1868. T u sca loo sa , S u m te r, P ic k e n s , H a le  and G reene coun ties  
had v e ry  e n th u s ia s t ic  K u  K lu x  o rg a n iz a tio n s  and, a lthough  they d id  
not do as m uch  d a y lig h t p a ra d in g  and d r i l l in g  as in  the n o r th , they 
c e r ta in ly  m ade th e ir  p re se n ce  know n. T h e re  was a heavy m a jo r i t y  
o f b lacks  in  som e o f these c o un ties , p a r t ic u la r ly  S u m te r and 
G reene , and the c a rp e tb a g g e rs  w e re  w e ll e n tre n che d  in  the w hole  
se c tio n . Thus , the K la n , even in  its  h a lcyo n  le g a l days was 
fo rc e d  to o pe ra te  som ew ha t m o re  c ir c u m s p e c tly  as fa r  as d a y ­
lig h t  m o ve m e n t was co nce rn ed . A f te r  the o rg a n iz a tio n a l c a m ­
pa ign  was c o m p le te d  in  the s p r in g , h ow e ve r, and the ra n ks  o f the
^® This  in fo rm a t io n  and m uch  o f the fo l lo w in g  is  a c o l la ­
tio n  o f te s t im o n y  f ro m  dozens o f w itn e sse s  b e fo re  the c o n g re s ­
s io n a l in v e s t ig a tio n  c o m m itte e  in  1871 and f ro m  sco re s  o f a f f i ­
da v its  and s ta te m e n ts  f ro m  v ic t im s  c o lle c te d  by the m i l i t a r y  in  
1869. T h e s e .a re  in  K u  K lu x  R e p o rt , "A la b a m a  T e s tim o n y , "  
p a s s im ; and in  AGO . P a p e rs  S u b m itte d  to C o m m itte e  on 
S ou the rn  O u tra g e s , RG 94, N A  (m ic ro f i lm ) .
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dens w e re  f i l le d ,  the n igh ts  seem  to have be longed to  the G hou ls , 
T h ey  d id  the u su a l th in g s . The tow ns o f E u taw , G re e n sb o ro , 
G a in e s v ille  and C a r ro l l to n  w e re  v is ite d  re g u la r ly .  U n ion  League 
m e e tin g s  w e re  b ro k e n  up. R a d ic a l o f f ic ia ls  w e re  th re a te n e d  and 
som e w e re  d r iv e n  aw ay. M any in d iv id u a ls  w e re  "k u -k lu x e d , "  
and " la y in g  o u t"  in  the woods to  a vo id  a K la n  v is ita t io n  becam e 
a re g u la r  p ra c tic e  w ith  som e. P ro b a te  Judge W i l l ia m  B la c k fo rd , 
o f H a le  C ounty, seem s to  have been a dec id e d  annoyance to the 
K la n ; he re c e iv e d  e leve n  d if fe re n t  w a rn in g s  in  th is  y e a r a lone  and 
was c o e rce d  in to  te m p o ra r i ly  ra c a n tin g  h is  re p u b lic a n is m . He 
la te r  w o u ld  be d r iv e n  f r o m  the coun ty  by the K la n . S e v e ra l 
F re e d m e n 's  B u rea u  agents and te a c h e rs  w e re  a lso  in t im id a te d  by 
th re a ts  o r  a c tu a l p u n ish m e n t.
The w e s te rn  a re a  was the o n ly  s e c tio n  o f the s ta te , h ow ­
e v e r , w h e re  the K la n  was s tro n g  and d id  not go re la t iv e ly  u n h a m ­
p e re d  in  i t s  w o rk . A  n u m b e r o f a lle g e d  K la n s m e n  w e re  a r re s te d  
in  G reene C oun ty  b y  the m i l i t a r y  and co n v ic te d  by a m i l i t a r y  t r i ­
b un a l in  co nn ec tio n  w ith  the a s s a u lt in g  o f a N e g ro  te a c h e r. Some 
w e re  sen tenced  to  the fe d e ra l p r is o n  on D ry  T o rtu g a s . T h is  was
^ ^ R e p o rt o f C. A , G a le , G re e n s b o ro , f o r  M a rc h , 1868; 
R e p o rt o f A . S. B e n n e tt, D e m o p o lis , fo r  M a rc h , 1868, both in  
A la b a m a  M o n th ly  R e p o rts , F re e d m e n 's  B u rea u  R e c o rd s , RG 105, 
N A ; K u  K lu x  R e p o rt , "A la b a m a  T e s tim o n y , "  1278; H u n n ic u tt, 
R e c o n s tru c t io n  in  W e s t A la b a m a , 45-46 .
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be fo re  A la b a m a 's  re a d m is s io n  to the U n ion  and m i l i t a r y  c o u r ts  
in  th is  s e c tio n , u nd e r zealous o f f ic e rs ,  a t t im e s  th re a te n e d  the 
K la n 's  s u p re m a c y . E ven  the re d ou b ta b le  R y la n d  R andolph was 
a r re s te d  by a rm y  o f f ic ia ls  in  A p r i l  f o r  h is  ro le  in  a T u sca loo sa  
s tre e t  fra c a s  (w h ich  was not K la n  connected). He was ab le  to w in  
an a c q u it ta l,  w ith  som e p o l i t ic a l  h e lp , and re tu rn e d  to  T u sca loo sa  
f ro m  h is  S e lm a in c a rc e ra t io n  m o re  a lo c a l h e ro  than  e v e r . The 
D r y  T o rtu g a s  p r is o n e rs  w e re  a lso  h a ile d  as h e roe s  upon th e ir  
re le a s e . Such m i l i t a r y  cha llenges  to the K u  K lu x  n e v e rth e le s s  
p ro m p te d  R andolph to  c o m p la in  in  p r in t  th a t "R a d ic a l,  n ig g e r-  
w o rs h ip p in g  vagabonds a re  p ro te c te d  by m i l i t a r y  a u th o r ity ,  w h ile  
the g en tlem en  o f the la n d  a re  p e rs e c u te d  by the sam e.
The re s to ra t io n  o f the s ta te  to the U n ion  in  June, d esp ite  
be ing  a re v e rs a l to  c o n s e rv a tiv e  s tra te g is ts ,  o b v io u s ly  re lie v e d  
th is  s o r t  o f p re s s u re  on the K la n . The la w s w e re  s t i l l  the same 
and they  w e re  lia b le  u n d e r the e x is t in g  s ta te  c r im in a l  code but 
now th e y  w ou ld  o n ly  have to face  t r i a l  by th e ir  p e e rs  who w e re  
u n lik e ly  to c o n v ic t the m . The K la n  e sca la te d  the te r r o r is m  a t 
th is  p o in t. G o v e rn o r S m ith 's  co rre spo n de n ce  fo r  the s u m m e r 
and f a l l  in c lu d e d  m any le t te rs  f ro m  ra d ic a l c o n s titu e n ts  who
T ra g ic  D ecade , 242 -44 ; H o rn , In v is ib le  E m p ire , 120-21; Tu sca loo sa  
Independent M o n ito r , M a y  5, 1868.
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co m p la in e d  o f the in t im id a tio n s  and begged the c h ie f e xe cu tive  to 
d ispa tch  tro o p s  to th e ir  t ro u b le d  a re a s  o r  e lse  a llo w  the m  to  fo r m  
m i l i t ia  co m p an ie s .
G o v e rn o r S m ith , a lthough  s y m p a th e tic  to  such p le a s , was 
a t the sam e tim e  a fra id  to r is k  m i l i t ia  a c tio n  fo r  fe a r  o f be ing 
c h a ra c te r iz e d  as a n o th e r B ro w n lo w . T h e re  was o b v io u s ly  the 
fe a r ,  a ls o , tha t m i l i t ia  com pan ies in  som e a re a s  w o u ld  becom e 
la rg e ly  b la c k  and se rv e  o n ly  to  in c re a s e  the ra c ia l te n s io n s . He 
re l ie d  th e re fo re  upon p lea s  fo r  c a lm  and in  c a ll in g  upon the s m a ll 
fe d e ra l tro o p  co n tin g e n t f ro m  t im e  to  t im e . The le g is la tu re  p ro ­
v id e d  an adequate m i l i t ia  la w , but S m ith  s im p ly  was not in c lin e d  
to in v o k e  i t .  He d id  e n lis t  in v e s t ig a tiv e  s u p p o rt to check on 
a lle g e d  K la n  o u tra g es  and he d id  endorse  the A n t i- K u  K lu x  b i l l
w h ich  the le g is la tu re  passed  la te  in  the y e a r , bu t he co n tin ue d  to 
32
s h r in k  f ro m  the use o f m i l i t ia .
H is  in a c t io n  and a p p a re n t q u a ilin g  caused  G o v e rn o r S m ith  
to  be ch ided  s tro n g ly  by h is  f r ie n d s  and in  the ra d ic a l p re s s  w h ere
C. P . S im m on s , T u s c u m b ia , Sept. 3, 1868, S. S. G a rd in e r , 
G re e n v il le ,  Sept. 24, 1868, A dam  K e n n a rd , B en n e tt S ta tio n , O ct. 
5, 1868 ( te le g ra m ) , J . L .  S te lz ig , L iv in g s to n ,  O ct. 7, 1868,
R . A . W ils o n , D e m o p o lis , O ct. 16, 1868, and p a s s im , in  
G o v e rn o r 's  C o rre sp o n d e n ce , A la b a m a  D e p a rtm e n t o f A rc h iv e s  
and H is to ry .
^ ^ F le m in g ,  C iv i l  W a r and R e c o n s tru c t io n , 683, 694 -95 ; 
T re le a s e , W h ite  T e r r o r ,  88.
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he was u n fa v o ra b ly  c o m p a re d  to the g o v e rn o r o f A rk a n s a s  whose 
e xpe d itiou s  use o f s ta te  tro o p s  had p ra c t ic a l ly  d e s tro y e d  the K la n  
m o ve m e n t th e re . In  a v e ry  p r iv a te  note  m a rk e d  "b u rn  a f te r  re a d ­
in g , "  one o f S m ith 's  s tro n g  n o r th  A la b a m a  s u p p o r te rs  e xp resse d  
re a l c o n ce rn  o f the g o v e rn o r 's  la c k  o f p o lic y .  The o f f ic ia l  p a r ty  
o rg a n  o f the s ta te  was m uch  le ss  g ua rd ed  in  i t s  c o nce rn :
H e re  the y  a pp ea r to have f u l l  sw ing ; the 
E x e c u tiv e  a ppea rs  unable  to d is p e rs e  th e m , 
he does not in voke  the a id  o f the n a tio n a l 
t ro o p s , n o r does he do a n y th ing . In  A rk a n s a s  
th ing s  a re  d if fe re n t.  T h e re  the K u  K lu x  have 
had enough . . . and a lre a d y  c ry  fo r  q u a r te r .
The d is p o s it io n  m ade o f a few  o f the p ro m in e n t 
s c o u n d re ls , has conv in ce d  the re m a in d e r o f 
the m  tha t A rk a n s a s  was an u n h e a lth y  p lace  fo r  
the m .
Some c o n s e rv a tiv e  p a p e rs , on the o th e r hand, w e re  fo rc e d  to 
a d m it  g ru d g in g  a d m ira t io n  fo r  th e ir  g o v e rn o r who w ou ld  n o t be 
"s ta m p e d e d  in to  the s o r t  o f B ro w n lo w  ty ra n n y  be ing  a d m in is te re d  
by C la y ton  in  A rk a n s a s .
M e a n w h ile , in  the weeks and days p re c e d in g  the e le c t io n , 
the pace o f p o l i t ic a l a c t iv it y  qu icke n ed . The L o y a l League p ro ­
m o ted  the  R e p u b lica n  t ic k e t  s tre n u o u s ly  and was accused  o f no
^ ^ T re le a s e , W h ite  T e r r o r , 1 49 -74; W . B . F ig u re s  to 
G o v e rn o r S m ith , H u n ts v il le ,  A ug . 21, 1868, G o v e rn o r 's  C o r re s ­
pondence, A la b a m a  D e p a rtm e n t o f A rc h iv e s  and H is to ry ;  
M o n tg o m e ry  A la b a m a  S tate  J o u rn a l, Jan. 16, 1869.
^^ M o u lto n  A d v e r t is e r ,  D ec. 12, 1868.
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l i t t le  in t im id a t io n  i t s e l f  — a lle g e d ly  p u ttin g  e x tre m e  s o c ia l and 
even p h y s ic a l p re s s u re s  upon D e m o c ra t ic a lly  in c lin e d  b la c k s .
I t  is  no t l ik e ly  th a t League in t im id a tio n  o f b la c k  v o te rs  
was as d ra s t ic  as the K la n 's ,  but i t  was o b v io u s ly  in te n s e . I t  was 
a ls o  e ffe c t iv e , as the tu rn o u t o f b la c k  R e p u b lica n  v o te rs  showed.
The K la n  had, a t the sam e t im e , been a c c e le ra t in g  its  p ro g ra m  of 
t e r r o r ,  m a ltin g  n ig h tt im e  rounds o f the hom es o f the m o re  a c tiv e  
R a d ic a l p a r ty  le a d e rs  and c re a tin g , as one H u n ts v il le  re s id e n t c o m ­
p la in e d  to  the g o v e rn o r , "a  n am eless  t e r r o r  am ong n eg ro es , p oo r 
w h ite s , and even o th e rs . "  A n o th e r n o r th  A la b a m a  o f f ic ia l  p ro ­
te s te d  tha t w h ite  R e pu b lica ns  w e re  le a v in g  the b lacks  to the 
"m e rc ie s  o f the K lu  K lu x  ^ i c / "  w ho, he sa id , "a re  on the ro a d  
n ig h t and day. "  He fu r th e r  la m e n te d  th a t i t  was even becom ing  
unsa fe  to  send m essages to the c a p ita l.
A lth o u g h  the ca m p a ig n  by the c o n s e rv a tiv e s  was e n e r­
g e tic  (bo th  the a bove- and b e lo w -b o a rd  p a r ts  o f i t ) ,  the 
R e pu b lica ns  w e re  too s tro n g  in  the B la c k  B e lt  s e c tio n ; G ra n t 
c a r r ie d  the s ta te  by o v e r  fo u r  thousand vo tes . The in flu e n c e  o f
305, 313 -1 4 , 381.
B . F ig u re s  to G o v e rn o r S m ith , H u n ts v il le ,  O ct. 
20, 1868, John S. W ager to G o v e rn o r S m ith , A th e n s , N ov. 23, 
1868, G o v e rn o r 's  C o rre sp on d en ce , A la b a m a  D e p a rtm e n t o f 
A rc h iv e s  and H is to ry .
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the K la n  can, n e v e rth e le s s , be seen in  the re s u lts  f ro m  s e v e ra l
co un ties  w h ich  showed a m a jo r it y  fo r  the D e m o c ra tic  cand idate
S eym ou r d esp ite  r a c ia l d is t r ib u t io n s  o f n ea r p a r it y  o r ,  as in  the
case o f M a d is o n  and P ic k e n s  c o u n tie s , b la c k  m a jo r it ie s .  T h e re
w e re  und ou b te d ly  m o re  R e pu b lica ns  re g is te re d  in  such co un ties
than  D e m o c ra ts  but the y  w e re  unable  to c a r ry  m any o f th e m , the
econ om ic  and K la n  p re s s u re s  a p p a re n tly  too m uch  fo r  m any b lack
v o te rs .  A l l  o f the Tennessee  V a lle y  co un ties  w ent fo r  S eym ou r
and B la ir  as d id  the w e s te rn  K la n  co un ties  o f T u s c a lo o s a  and
P ic k e n s . In  a l l  the B la c k  B e lt,  h o w e v e r, the b la c k  v o tin g  s tre n g th
o f the R e pu b lica ns  cou ld  no t be o v e rc o m e , and the co un ties  in  tha t
37
a re a  g e n e ra l ly  in d ic a te d  lo p s id e d  v ic to r ie s  fo r  G ra n t and C o lfa x .
The fa i lu r e  to c a r r y  the s ta te  fo r  the c o n s e rv a tiv e  cause 
was u nq ue s tio na b ly  a se tback  fo r  the K u  K lu x  K la n . A lth o u g h  
s e e m in g ly  u n c o o rd in a te d , a g re a t dea l o f e f fo r t  had gone in to  the 
ca m p a ig n . A t  the lo c a l le v e l a few  o f the ra d ic a ls  c o n s id e re d  
m o s t re p re h e n s ib le  had been d r iv e n  aw ay by K la n  a c tio n , and p e r ­
haps som e o f the le a d e rs  saw th is  as a p a r t ia l  v ic to r y ,  bu t in  the 
o v e r a l l  v ie w  the y  m u s t have been d is a p p o in te d . The R a d ic a l 
p a r ty  seem ed to  be m o re  se cu re  than  e v e r . The "B la c k  and T a n " 
le g is la tu re  was a t w o rk  and i t  was beg in n ing  to a pp ea r to som e
^^A la b a m a  M a n ua l and S ta t is t ic a l R e g is te r  F o r  1869 
(M o n tg o m e ry , 1869), x x x v i- x x x ix .
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c o n s e rv a tiv e s  th a t K la n  "o u tra g e s ”  w e re  hav ing  a neg a tive  e ffe c t 
on th e ir  cause. In  som e p la c e s , w h e re  m o d e ra te  v o ice s  w e re  
m o re  in f lu e n tia l ,  th is  re a c tio n  came even b e fo re  the e le c tio n .
A t  A thens  a n o tic e  was p u b lis h e d  on S ep tem be r 24, 1868, o s te n ­
s ib ly  a d isba n dm en t o rd e r  fo r  Den N u m b e r 1 o f P ro v in c e  N u m b e r
1. The G rand  D rag on  c ite d  as re a son  fo r  th is  re g re t ta b le  m ove 
the s o o n -to -b e  fa m i l ia r  c o m p la in t tha t the o rd e r  had been i n f i l ­
t ra te d  by e v i l  m en  who w e re , a long  w ith  s p u rio u s  K la n s , p e r v e r t ­
ing  the o r ig in a l h igh  p r in c ip le s  o f the s e c re t s o c ie ty . T h is  was 
b a re ly  a m o n th  a fte r  the G rand  G ia n t o f the sam e p ro v in c e  had 
is s u e d  h is  p ious e x p la n a to ry  m essage . A lth o u g h  the K la n  was s t i l l  
ra m p a n t o v e r the s ta te , th e re  was o b v io u s ly  t ro u b le  w ith in  the " c h iv -  
v a l r i c ”  o rd e r .  The A th e ns  den had p ro b a b ly  been the f i r s t  one o rg a n ­
iz e d  in  A la b a m a ; now i t  was the f i r s t  to " o f f ic ia l ly "  go — and the 
w hole  R e a lm  w o u ld  soon " o f f ic ia l ly "  fo l lo w . I t  is  u n fo rtu n a te  tha t 
K la n  o p e ra tio n s  cou ld  not be tu rn e d  o ff  as e a s ily  as its  o f f ic ia l  s ta tu s ; 
A la b a m a  w o u ld  have been saved  eno rm o u s tro u b le  and g r ie f  and the 
K u  K lu x  i t s e l f  w ou ld  be m uch le ss  v u ln e ra b le  to h o s t ile  in te r p re ta ­
t io n . B u t th is  was not to be; A la b a m a  was s t i l l  in  the t r a v a i l  o f 
R e c o n s tru c t io n  and the K la n  con tinued  to haunt people . O n ly  now 
som e c o n s e rv a tiv e s  a ls o  w e re  be ing  haunted  by the m o ve m en t.
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C H A P T E R  X
A L A B A M A  K L A N  O P E R A T IO N S : 1869-1870
When 1 g a th e r m y  posse , 1 cou ld  com m and the  posse , 
and 1 cou ld  depend upon the m ; but as soon as 1 get 
hom e, I  m e e t m y  w ife  c ry in g , sa y ing  th a t they have 
been shoo ting  in to  the house. W hen we s c a tte r  to o u r 
houses, we do not know  a t what t im e  we a re  to be shot 
down; and l iv in g  . . . th is  w ay, we have becom e d is ­
h ea rte ne d , and do no t know  w hat to  do. ^
The fa i lu re  o f the K la n  to b u lly  A la b a m a  in to  the D e m o c ra tic  
co lum n  in  the 1868 e le c tio n s  o b v io u s ly  gave pause to som e o f its  
le a d e rs . The d ire c t io n  tha t the o rg a n iz a tio n  had taken to w a rd  
in c re a s in g ly  ra s h  and f r ig h t fu l  ta c t ic s  a lso  seem s to have caused 
second thoughts among both le a d e rs  and ra n k -a n d - f i le  m e m b e rs ; not 
ju s t  because o f the p o li t ic a l back la sh  such t e r r o r is m  p ro du ced  but 
p e rhaps  as m uch  because som e K la n s m e n  w e re  th e m s e lv e s  re p e lle d  
by the t e r r o r is t  ta c t ic s . F ro m  the te s t im o n y  o f le a d in g  c o n s e rv a ­
t iv e s  b e fo re  the c o n g re s s io n a l in v e s t ig a tin g  c o m m itte e  in  1871 i t  is  
e v id e n t th a t about th is  t im e  (1868) m any o f the m  becam e d isen ch an ted
^Ku K lu x  R e p o rt , "A la b a m a  T e s tim o n y , "  (s ta te m e n t o f 
S h e r if f  T re a d w a y  o f F a y e tte  C ounty), 559.
W i l l ia m  M . L ow e , F ra n c is  L y o n  and o th e rs  ade qu a te ly  re v e a ls  th is  
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C e rta in  R e p u b lic a n  w itn e s s e s  b e fo re  the sam e co m m itte e  
a ls o  m ade the o b s e rv a tio n  th a t a fte r  1868 the K la n  seem ed to lose  
m uch o f its  re s p e c ta b il ity  and c o m m u n ity  s u p p o rt. ^ H o w e ve r, a p a r t 
f ro m  the o s te n s ib le  "d is b a n d m e n t"  o f s e v e ra l n o r th  A la b a m a  dens, 
beg inn ing  (a t A thens) even b e fo re  the 1868 e le c tio n s  and co n tin u in g  
th ro u g h  the s p r in g  o f 1869,^  d e fe c tio n s  f ro m  the o rd e r  w e re  h a rd ly  
n o tic e a b le  n o r was th e re  an a pp a ren t le s s e n in g  o f K la n  d e p re d a tio n s . 
Indeed , the m on ths  a f te r  the e le c t io n  seem ed to  b r in g  an in te n s if ic a ­
t io n  o f t e r r o r is m  w h ich  peaked d u r in g  1869 and 1870 and w h ich  m ade 
A la b a m a  fo r  th a t t im e  one o f the w o rs t  o f the K la n  s ta te s .
The o f f ic ia l  d isba n d ing  o f som e dens tog e th e r w ith  a 
c o r re la t iv e  a s s u m p tio n  tha t o th e rs  u n o f f ic ia l ly  o r  le ss  p u b lic ly  
ended th e ir  a c t iv it y  is  n e v e rth e le s s  q u ite  p e r tin e n t  to the h is to r y  
o f the K la n  in  A la b a m a . A  re c e n t s c h o la r 's  s ta te m e n t tha t its
even though they w e re  n o t c o m p le te ly  cand id  about th e ir  e a r l ie r  sup ­
p o r t  o f the K la n . Ku K lu x  R e p o rt, "A la b a m a  T e s tim o n y , "  p a s s im . 
(C lan ton  was re p u te d  to  be G rand  D rag on  o f the A la b a m a  R e a lm  a t 
one t im e . )
^ Ib id . , See fo r  e xam ple  the te s t im o n y  o f N ic h o la s  D a v is  
(7 8 0 -9 1 ), Jud^e R ic h a rd  B usteed  (3 2 0 -3 0 ), John W ager (9 2 6 -3 9 ), 
and R ic h a rd  W. W a lk e r (960-82 ).
■^The "d is b a n d in g s " cam e fo r  m any re a s o n s , o f c o u rs e , 
not le a s t o f w h ich  was F o r r e s t 's  c e le b ra te d  im p e r ia l d is b a n d ­
m e n t o rd e r  o f M a rc h  1869. How m any A la ba m a  dens responded  
to  o r  even h ea rd  o f th a t o rd e r  is  c e r ta in ly  a c a d e m ic , b u t the 
s ta te d  concensus am ong c o n s e rv a tiv e s  and c o n s e rv a tiv e  h is to r ia n s  
was th a t the re a l K u K lu x  K la n  no lo n g e r e x is te d  a fte r  the s p r in g  o f
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"m a jo r  e ffe c t . . . was to  g ive  K la n  a p o lo g is ts  an excuse fo r  sa y ing  
th a t subsequent o u tra g e s  w e re  the w o rk  o f s p u r io u s  K u  K lu x " ^  h a rd ly  
does ju s t ic e  to the even t. A lth o u g h  i t  is  tru e  th a t "n ig h t  r id in g  and 
v io le n c e  w e re  una ba ted " a f te r  the d isba n dm en t — a c tu a lly  they 
in c re a s e d  in  som e se c tio n s  — i t  w o u ld  a pp ea r th a t the re a l s ig n i f i ­
cance o f the o f f ic ia l  d is s o lu t io n  was th a t i t  le f t  m any K la n  g roups  
w ith o u t th a t h in t o r  f ic t io n  o f c e n tra liz e d  c o n tro l w h ich  m a y  have p re ­
v io u s ly  m o d e ra te d  th e ir  a c t iv it ie s  som ew hat. I t  is  e q u a lly  p ro b a b le  
th a t people  who d id  abandon k u k lu x is m  a t th is  p o in t w e re  the m o re  
th o u g h tfu l o r  te m p e ra te  m e m b e rs . N ow , w ith o u t th e ir  m o d e ra t in g  
in f lu e n c e , some dens w h ic h  had been o f f ic ia l l y  sa nc tio ne d  co n tin ue d  
to o p e ra te  in  m o re  abandoned fa s h io n , and new g ro up s  s p ra ng  up to 
use the K la n  m odus u n h in d e re d  by any c e n tra l a u th o r ity  o r  c h iv a l r ic  
p r in c ip le s .  K la n  "a p o lo g is ts "  c e r ta in ly  have b e la b o re d  the p o in t o f 
"s p u r io u s  k la n s "  in  co nn ec tio n  w ith  the v io le n c e  o f a lle g e d  K u  K lu x  
o p e ra tio n s  in  the la te r  phases bu t no one has ye t shown them  to be 
w ron g . The w e ig h t o f ev idence  in d ic a te s  tha t the K la n  d id  m ake  a 
n o tic e a b le  change o f d ire c t io n  in  1869 and th a t i t  c e r ta in ly  d id  not 
seem  to be the sam e "n o b le  o rd e r  o f s p i r i t s "  i t  had been in  1867 and 
m o s t o f 1868, though th a t p re v io u s  " n o b i l i t y "  is  c e r ta in ly  q u e s tion a b le .
1869. F le m in g , C iv i l  W a r and R e c o n s tru c t io n , 690; K u  K lu x  R e p o rt, 
"A la b a m a  T e s tim o n y , "  452, 600, 622, 624, 726, 785, 935, 1895.
^ T re le a s e , W h ite  T e r r o r ,  247.
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T h is  is  no t to  suggest th a t a l l  o r ig in a l K la n s m e n  now 
r e t i r e d  and tu rn e d  th e ir  robes  o v e r  to new m e m b e rs  w ith  lo w e r 
p r in c ip le s .  In  some p lace s  i t  is  p ro b a b le  th a t n o th ing  changed, 
n o t even the le a d e rs h ip . T h is  seem s to be the s itu a t io n  th a t p re ­
v a ile d  in  the w e s te rn  co un ties  w h e re  the tem po and c h a ra c te r  o f 
K la n  o p e ra tio n s  was no t g re a t ly  a lte re d  a fte r  the d isba n dm en t 
p e r io d . E ven  in  the n o r th e rn  c o u n tie s , w h e re  k u k lu x is m  c le a r ly  
deg en e ra te d  in to  s o m e th in g  b e a rin g  l i t t le  re s e m b la n c e  to o r ig in a l 
purpo ses  and p r in c ip le s ,  i t  is  q u ite  l ik e ly  th a t m any o f the same 
people  w e re  in v o lv e d . B u t fo r  the  n o r th e rn  s e c tio n  o f the s ta te  
th e re  is  s tro n g  re a son  to  b e lie v e  tha t the le a d e rs h ip  d id  h o n o r the 
o rd e r  to cease o p e ra tio n s  and th a t m o s t o f the d e p re d a tio n s  o r  o u t­
rages  th a t o c c u r re d  a f te r  th a t t im e  w e re  the w o rk  o f f ra g m e n ta ry  
g ro up s  o f new "k la n s "  th a t a ro se  and w h ich  w e re , indeed , in  the 
s t r ic t  sense o f the w o rd , "s p u r io u s  k la n s . "
T h e re  was s im p ly  too m uch  in  the  way o f g ro w in g  o p p o s i­
t io n  f ro m  the c o n s e rv a tiv e  s ide  to these c o n tin u in g  t e r r o r  ta c t ic s ,  
and too m uch  re in fo rc e m e n t o f the ra d ic a l c la im s , to  conclude  
o th e r than  tha t K la n  te r r o r is m  in  1869 and a fte r  was o f a la rg e ly  
d if fe re n t  v a r ie ty  and was no t in  the tra d i t io n s  o f the e a r ly  K u 
K lu x ,  T h e re  was n o th ing  h um oro u s  about i t  a n y m o re . A  p r o m i­
nen t n o r th  A la b a m a  sca law ag , and no f r ie n d  o f the in i t ia l  K la n  
p u t i t  q u ite  c le a r ly :
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In  1868, th e re  was a K u -K lu x  o rg a n iz a tio n  in  the 
s ta te  o f A la b a m a , a w ron g  — you w i l l  a llo w  me 
to e xp ress  m y  o p in io n —  a w ron g  and a v e ry  bad 
o rg a n iz a tio n  . . . b u t i t  has c o rre c te d  i t s e lf .  I ts  
v e ry  o u tra g es  c o r re c te d  i t .  S ince then — s ince  
1868 — tra v e lin g  a long  u n t i l  1869, they  have 
changed th e ir  m in d s , and w hat you c a ll the d e m o ­
c ra t  p a r ty  — w h ich  m eans the w h ite  people  o f 
th is  c o u n try  . . . have d e te rm in e d  to pu t i t  down, 
to e s t ^ l i s l i  law  and o rd e r ,  and, a t the p re s e n t 
t im e  I  d o n 't  th in k  th a t any m an  w ou ld  be
safe  in  any p a r t  o f N o rth  A la b a m a  in  d a r in g  to 
put on the v ile  K u -K lu x  o rg a n iz a tio n  o r  i ts  im ag e .
T h is  sam e R e p u b lica n  g en tlem an , and o th e rs  as w e ll,  
conc luded  tha t the la te r  K la n  a c t iv it y  seem ed to be the w o rk  p r i ­
m a r i l y  o f "young  b o y s " in  the m a n ne r o f p ra n k in g  o r  the ra c is t  
m a n ife s ta tio n s  o f the p o o re r  c la sses  o f w h ite s  who w e re  "m o re  
b i t te r ly  opposed to s o c ia l e q u a lity  than s la v e h o ld e rs "  and who 
"a p preh en d ed  tha t the N e g ro  . . . ^ o u ld / b e  put upon te rm s  o f 
s o c ia l e q u a lity  w ith  the m  in  p u b lic  s ch o o ls , in  c h u rc h e s , and in  
p u b lic  conveyances. O th e r o b s e rv e rs  though t tha t the K la n  
c o m p ris e d  m o re  o f the c r im in a l  e le m e n t o r  " i r re s p o n s ib le  
m e n " who s c ru p le d  a t no th ing  fo r  the s a tis fa c t io n  o f th e ir  own 
low  p u rp o s e s . The R a d ic a l s h e r if f  o f the n o r th e rn  coun ty  o f 
L im e s to n e , W il l ia m  L e n tz , b e lieve d  th a t the e x is te n ce  o f a n um ­
b e r o f i l le g a l  d is t i l le r ie s  in  h is  coun ty  p ro du ced  the u n s a v o ry
^Ku K lu x  R e p o r t , "A la b a m a  T e s tim o n y , "  781.
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co n d itio n s  le ad in g  to the la te r  s o -c a lle d  K u K lu x  o u tb u rs ts . I t  
was h is  o p in io n  tha t "n in e te e n - tw e n tie th s  o f the cases o f la w le s s ­
ness a re  concoc ted  in  these  d is t i l le r ie s .  "  C row ds o f "b a d  fe l lo w s "  
w o u ld  cong re ga te  a ro un d  the i l l i c i t  s t i l ls ,  d r in k  ra w  w h is k e y , and 
then s to rm  ou t and c o m m it m uch  o f the v io le n c e . Some o f these 
b o o tle g g e rs  had been in  the K la n  o rg a n iz a tio n  f ro m  the o u tse t but 
w e re  am ong those who re fu s e d  to obey the o rd e r  to d isband .
S h e r if f  L e n tz  c o n c u rre d  in  the b e lie f  th a t the m en  who c o m m itte d  
the d ep re da tio ns  a fte r  the d isba n dm en t w e re  n o th ing  m o re  than 
" la w le s s  m en  . . . g e n e ra l ly  . . .  o f c o m p a ra t iv e ly  w o rth le s s  
c h a ra c te r "  who a ssum ed  d is g u is e s  and sought the c o v e r o f n ig h t to 
"e f fe c t  bad pu rpo ses  o f th e ir  own.
O f c o u rs e , p a r t  o f the p ro b le m  fo r  in te re s te d  o b s e rv e rs  
a t the t im e , and c e r ta in ly  fo r  h is to r ia n s ,  is  th a t by th is  p o in t 
p ra c t ic a l ly  a l l  c r im e s  o f v io le n ce  had com e to be d enom ina ted  as 
"K u  K lu x in g s . "  The ra d ic a l p re s s  was p a r t ly  to  b lam e fo r  th is ,  
as som e R e pu b lica n  e d ito rs  w e re  p rone  to tra n s la te  any a lle g a tio n s  
o f b ru ta l i t y  a g a in s t b la c k s  o r ra d ic a l w h ites  in to  p a r t  o f a K la n  
c o n s p ira c y  to re s to re  the D e m o c ra tic  p o w e r s tru c tu re .  I t  was 
t ru e  tha t the K u  K lu x  p u rs u e d  such a co u rse  and th e re  was some 
bas is  fo r  the ch a rg e s , b u t m a n y o f the s o -c a lle d  k u -k lu x in g s
Ib id . , 1954, 726 -28 .
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w e re  s im p le  c r im e s  o f p ass io n  o r  p e rs o n a l d ispu tes  between 
in d iv id u a ls .  M a n y cases tha t the a rm y  in v e s tig a te d  in  1869 a t the 
in s is te n c e  o f R a d ic a l o f f ic ia ls ,  p ro v e d  to have a b s o lu te ly  no
9
p o l i t ic a l  o r  even K la n  co nn ectio n . B u t a n y tim e  anyone was 
b ru ta liz e d  by a g ro up  o r  even a n o th e r in d iv id u a l i t  was l ik e ly  to be 
ch a rge d  o ff  to the K u  K lu x .
I t  was th is  s o r t  o f a tm o sp h e re  th a t so f ru s tr a te d  the con­
s e rv a tiv e  e d ito rs  who had com e to re a liz e  the h a rm  o f such pub­
l i c i t y .  T h ey  d id  w hat they co u ld  to  t r y  to reduce  the  K u K lu x  
fe v e r  bu t i t  had go tten  ou t o f hand as had the K la n  i t s e lf .  A  c o m ­
m on  p lo y  o f D e m o c ra tic  e d ito rs  — a long  w ith  the o u tr ig h t  d en ia ls  
o f the e x is te n ce  o f the s e c re t  s o c ie ty  — was to  p r in t  s h o r t news 
ite m s  te l l in g  o f som e c r im e  c o m m itte d  by a b la c k  m an  a g a in s t 
a n o th e r, fo r  p h ila n d e rin g  o r p e tty  la rc e n y  o r  the l ik e ,  and s a r ­
c a s t ic a lly  la b e l i t  "A n o th e r  K u  K lu x in g "  o r  s im p ly  s ig n  i t  "K u  
K lu x .  "  Such ta c t ic s  o n ly  s e rv e d  to in c re a s e  the use o f the w o rd , 
h o w e v e r, u n t i l  i t  becam e a lm o s t a synonym  fo r  c r im e  and v io ­
le nce . I t  w as , as one ca nd id  R a d ic a l o b s e rv e d , "a  good nam e, 
and i t  s t ic k s .  "  He a d m itte d  th a t "e v e ry th in g  th a t appea rs  in
9
See AGO , P a p e rs  S u b m itte d  to  the C o m m itte e  on S ou the rn  
O u tra g e s , RG 94, N A  ( m ic ro f i lm ) ,  p a s s im , fo r  s e v e ra l such 
in s ta n c e s . (O f co u rs e , m any o f these  in v e s tig a tio n s  d id  p ro v e  a 
K la n  c o nn ec tio n  a n d /o r  p o l i t ic a l o r ie n ta t io n .  )
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d is g u is e  is  K u  K lu x ,  and he m ig h t have added th a t som e c r im in a ls  
w ith o u t d is g u is e  w e re  c a lle d  K u  K lu x e rs  as w e ll.  A nd  both  s ides 
c o n tr ib u te d  to the n o to r ie ty .
Thus , the K u  K lu x  K la n  con tinued  in  A la b a m a  fo r  ano the r 
few  y e a rs , w h e th e r genuine  o r  no t, and the c r im e s  la id  a t its  d oo r 
w e re  m o re  v io le n t and h ideous than e v e r . T h e re  was re a lly  no 
need fo r  R a d ic a ls  to exag ge ra te  charges  a g a in s t the hooded o rd e r ;  
the y  w e re  q u ite  t e r r ib le  enough as they  happened. A lth o u g h  m uch  
o f th is  la te r  a c t iv it y  was not the w o rk  o f those who had o r ig in a te d  
the s e c re t s o c ie ty , i t  was K u  K lu x  K la n  w o rk  ju s t  the sam e , and the 
fo u n d e rs  m u s t sh a re  the b lam e  w ith  la t te r - d a y  G hou ls , f o r  the y  had 
se t the  p re ced en ts  and c re a te d  the a tm o s p h e re  th a t p ro du ced  the 
K la n  s yn d rom e  w h ich  so p e rs is te n t ly  f ix e d  i t s e l f  in  A la ba m a  m in d s . 
Then when k u k lu x is m  o u tg re w  a l l  bounds o f re a son  and o u tliv e d  its  
co n s e rv a tiv e  u s e fu ln e s s , these e rs tw h ile  " s p i r i t s "  and th e ir  sup ­
p o r te rs  w e re , fo r  the m o s t p a r t,  not s tro n g  enough in  the w o rk  o f 
s u p p re s s in g  i t .  In  some a re a s , such as L im e s to n e , M a d is o n , and 
M o n ro e  c o u n tie s , they w e re , h o w e v e r, and by la te  1870 d is g u is e d  
m en  w e re  p e rson a  non g ra ta  even am ong D e m o c ra ts  in  those  p lace s , 
bu t in  o th e r se c tion s  p e rm is s iv e n e s s , apa thy , and con tinued  sup ­
p o r t  p ro v id e d  a fe r t i le  K la n  e n v iro n m e n t fo r  a n o th e r two y e a rs .
^^K u  K lu x  R e p o rt, "A la b a m a  T e s t im o n y ,"  727.
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In  n o r th  A la b a m a , desp ite  the o f f ic ia l  d isba n d ing  o f the 
o rd e r ,  n igh t r id in g  and o u tra g es  c o m m itte d  by d is g u is e d  m en 
re a che d  f r ig h te n in g  p ro p o r t io n s  in  1869 and 1870. M any o f the 
c r im e s  w e re  o f a p e rs o n a l n a tu re  and a p o li t ic a l,  as no ted, but 
n on e th e less  p r a c t ic a l ly  a l l  o f the v ic t im s  w e re  b la c k  a n d /o r  
R epu b lica n . B ecause  o f th is  e x te n s ive  v io le n c e , the h e a d q u a rte rs  
o f the Second U n ited  S ta tes In fa n t ry  R e g im e n t, w h ich  was the p r i ­
m a ry  g a r r is o n  com m and  in  the s ta te , was s h if te d  f ro m  M o b ile  to 
H u n ts v il le ,  and the co m m a n d e r. B re v e t M a jo r  G e n e ra l S. W. 
C ra w fo rd  was c lo the d  w ith  s u ff ic ie n t  a u th o r ity  to a s s is t  lo c a l 
a u th o r it ie s  in  w h a te v e r w ay needed "w h e n e ve r p ro p e r  a p p lic a t io n  
fo r  a s s is ta n c e  o r  p ro te c t io n "  was m ade. Such a p p lic a tio n s  
w e re  p le n t ifu l — the a rm y  was c a lle d  upon by the g o v e rn o r , 
s h e r if fs ,  ju d g e s , ju s t ic e s  o f the peace, s o l ic i to r s ,  p o l i t ic a n s  and 
p r iv a te  c it iz e n s . C ra w fo rd  ke p t h is  tro o p s  busy, re p e a te d ly  send ­
ing  out de tachm en ts  on s p e c ia l a s s ig n m e n ts  and s h if t in g  s u b o r­
d ina te  u n its  a ro un d  as fu n c t io n a lly  re q u ire d . M o s t o f th is  tro o p  
a c t iv it y  was in  n o r th e rn  o r  w e s te rn  A la b a m a  bu t s m a ll d e ta ch ­
m e n ts  w e re  o c c a s io n a lly  d ispa tche d  to  the c e n tra l and s o u th e rn  
p a r ts  o f the s ta te  to m e e t s p e c ia l re q u ire m e n ts . The com pany
1 ^G e n e ra l T e r r y  to  G en e ra l C ra w fo rd , A tla n ta , June 12, 
1869, AGO , P a p e rs  S ub m itte d  to the C o m m itte e  on S ou the rn  O u t­
ra g e s , RG 94, N A  (m ic ro f i lm ) .
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and d e ta chm en t co m m a nd e rs  d id  a g re a t dea l o f in v e s t ig a tiv e  w o rk  
and th e ir  re p o r ts ,  o fte n  co o ly  o b je c t iv e , a long  w ith  the s ta te m e n ts  
they a s s e m b le d  a re  a va lu a b le  so u rce  o f in fo rm a t io n  on the K la n  
and the t im e s . In  any e ven t, both  G e n e ra l C ra w fo rd  and G o v e rn o r 
S m ith  w e re  bom ba rd ed  w ith  re q ue s ts  fo r  he lp  d u r in g  these m o n th s , 
in d ic a t in g  tha t, f ro m  the v ie w p o in t o f m any R a d ic a ls  a t le a s t,  th e re  
was a re ig n  o f t e r r o r  e x is t in g .
T h a t the a rm y  was in cap a b le  o f q u e llin g  the K la n  d is o rd e r  
is  in d ic a te d  by the fa c t tha t M a d is o n  C ounty, in  w h ic h  H u n ts v il le  is  
s itu a te d , was one o f the m o s t v ir u le n t  K u  K lu x  co un ties  in  the s ta te . 
I t  had been the scene o f m uch  K la n  a c t iv it y  in  1868, in c lu d in g  the 
s o -c a lle d  " r io t ,  "  and c o n d itio n s  in  1869 and 1870 ted becom e even 
w o rs e  as fa r  as v io le n c e  was co nce rn ed . The p ro b le m  fo r  the a rm y  
was th a t o n ly  in fa n t ry  tro o p s  w e re  a v a ila b le  and by the t im e  the y  
a r r iv e d  on the scene o f any re p o r te d  K la n  o u tra g e  the K la n s m e n  had 
lo n g  s in ce  d ep a rted ; n o r co u ld  they p u rsue  the K la n  h o rse m e n  
e ffe c t iv e ly .  W hat was needed w e re  m ounted  t ro o p s , and p e tit io n e rs  
c o n s ta n tly  re m in d e d  the a u th o r it ie s  o f  th a t need. The a rm y , o f 
co u rs e , d id  have a d é te r ra n t  e ffe c t on the K la n  e v e n tu a lly  as i t  
a s s is te d  s h e r if fs  in  s e rv in g  w a rra n ts  and m a k in g  a r re s ts  o f 
in d iv id u a l K la n s m e n , but in  sq ue lch in g  the K la n  i t  seem ed p ra c ­
t ic a l ly  u s e le s s  as m o s t o f the p ro fe s s io n a l o ff ic e rs  a cknow ledged.
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K u  K lu x e rs  co n tinued  to ro a m  a lm o s t a t w i l l .  T h e re  
w e re  a few m o re  m a s s iv e  d e m o n s tra tio n s  a ro un d  H u n ts v il le ,  but 
the b u lk  o f n ig h t r id in g  a c t iv it ie s  now c o n s is te d  o f s m a ll- s c a le  
fo ra y s  a g a in s t in d iv id u a l b lacks  who w ou ld  be th re a te n e d  o r  pun­
is h e d  fo r  th e ir  p o l i t ic a l p o s tu re  in  the p re s id e n tia l e le c t io n  and 
w a rn ed  to vote  " r ig h t ”  in  the c o n g re s s io n a l e le c tio n s  o f A u g u s t, 
1869. In  a lm o s t e v e ry  in s tan ce  any weapons the N egroes had 
w o u ld  be c o n fis c a te d  o r  d e s tro y e d . Some fre e d m e n 's  schoo ls  
w e re  b urne d  but the ch u rche s  o f the b lacks  seem ed to be even 
m o re  a tt ra c t iv e  ta rg e ts  fo r  K la n  w ra th  as the y  w e re  g e n e ra l ly  
suspec ted  o f being c e n te rs  o f p o l i t ic a l  l i fe .  ^^ T h e re  was a lm o s t 
a s ta te  o f a n a rc h y  in  the n o r th e a s t c o rn e r  o f the s ta te . D. C. 
H u m p h re y s , a le ad in g  R a d ic a l in  H u n ts v il le  and a p p a re n tly  a s tu ­
dent o f h is to r y ,  co m p are d  the s itu a t io n  " to  the c o n d itio n s  of 
a f fa ir s  ju s t  a fte r  the R e v o lu tio n , u nd e r the O ld  C o n fe d e ra tio n : 
/ÿh en j  m any la w le s s  p e rso n s  w e re  anx ious  to te s t the s tre n g th  
o f any and a l l  g o ve rn m e n t. "
^ ^ T h e re  a re  s im p ly  too m any in d iv id u a l cases to  re c o u n t 
but f o r  som e idea  o f the e x te n t o f th is  s o r t  o f K la n  a c t iv ity  see the 
te s t im o n y  o f John W a g e r, F re e d m e n 's  B u rea u  agent a t H u n ts v il le ,  
who re c a lle d  l i t e r a l l y  s c o re s  o f such o u tra g e s  fo r  the c o n g re s s io n a l 
c o m m itte e  in  1871. K u  K lu x  R e p o rt, "A la b a m a  T e s t im o n y ,"  926-39. 
A ls o  see AGO , P a p e rs  S u b m itte d  to the C o m m itte e  on S ou the rn  O u t­
ra g e s , RG 94, N A  ( m ic ro f i lm ) ,  fo r  dozens o f a ff id a v its  f ro m  v ic t im s  
o f such K la n  in t im id a tio n .
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E ls e w h e re  th ro u g h o u t the Tennessee V a lle y ,  th ing s  w e re  
m uch  the sam e. In  those a reas  w h ere  the K la n  had th r iv e d  p r io r  
to  the disbandnaent i t  co n tinued  to th r iv e  th rou g h  1869 and e a r ly  
1870; i ts  o p e ra tio n s  even m o re  in d e fe n s ib ly  t e r r o r is t ic .  L im e s to n e  
C ounty was n e a r ly  as bad as M a d ison , w h ich  i t  b o rd e re d  to the w est. 
D is g u is e d  m en con tinued  to  r id e  in to  A thens a t n ig h t in  d ir e c t  c o n tra ­
d ic t io n  to the a lle g e d  d is s o lu t io n , and in  the c o u n try s id e  fre q u e n t 
a tta c k s  w e re  m ade upon fre e d m e n  and o c c a s io n a lly  som e w h ite  m an 
who a ro use d  the K la n 's  e n m ity . M a n y o f the v ic t im s  w e re  a p p a re n tly  
re s p e c te d  and h a rd -w o rk in g  N egroes  whose o n ly  c r im e  was ra d ic a l­
is m . W hen the v io le n c e  becam e in d is c r im in a te  and o b v io u s ly  as 
d e tr im e n ta l to  c o n s e rv a tiv e  w e ll-b e in g  as ra d ic a l ,  th e re  f in a l ly  
deve loped  a b ack la sh  am ong m o d era te  w h ite s . M any people  who had 
f o r m e r ly  s u pp o rted  the K la n  id ea  now came to o pe n ly  oppose i t .  A s  
e a r ly  as J a n u a ry , 1869, a coun tyw ide  m e e ting  was convened by le a d ­
ing  D e m o c ra ts  f o r  the p u rpo se  o f "a c c e p tin g  the s itu a t io n  and p le d g ­
ing  o u rs e lv e s  to s u s ta in  the c iv i l  a u th o r it ie s  in  the e n fo rc e m e n t o f 
the la w . "  I t  was a long  t im e  b e fo re  such o p p o s itio n  co a le sce d  and 
becam e e ffe c t iv e  but as the y e a r w o re  on and d e p re d a tio n s  c o n tin ­
ued the c o n s e rv a tiv e  c o n ce rn  m ounted  to a fe v e r  p itc h . The e d ito r  
o f the A thens  p a p e r, who had once a ccom m od a te d  the K u  K lu x  in
G o v e rn o r 's  C o rre sp on d en ce , A la b a m a  D e p a rtm e n t o f A rc h iv e s  and 
H is to ry .
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
2 9 3
e v e ry  w ay he co u ld , becam e q u ite  vehem ent in  re fu t in g  its  con­
t in u in g  t e r r o r .  The p s y c h o lo g ic a l tu rn in g  p o in t seem s to have 
com e in  J u ly  when f if te e n  m a ske d  m en q u ie t ly  rode  in to  tow n and 
e ffe c te d  the re le a s e  o f th re e  w h ite  p r is o n e rs  who w e re  being h e ld  
fo r  safe  ke ep in g  in  the A thens ja i l .  T hey  had been p lace d  th e re  by 
L a w re n c e  C ounty a u th o r it ie s  u nd e r in d ic tm e n t o f a lle g e d ly  m u r ­
d e r in g  a w h ite  m an. The A thens e d ito r  was in cen se d ; " I t  is  t im e , "  
he w ro te , " f o r  the people  to r is e  in  th e ir  s tre n g th  and p o w e r and
c ru s h  out and d e s tro y  these ro v in g  bands o f m a ra u d e rs  who p ro w l
14
the coun ty  fo r  purpo ses  o f boo ty  and v io le n c e . "
He co n tinued  h is  e d ito r ia l ca m pa ign  a g a in s t the "B ogus 
K u  K lu x ,  "  as he c a lle d  th e m , in to  the f a l l  and becam e even s tro n g e r 
in  h is  d en un c ia tio ns  o f the bands o f d is g u is e d  m en  who ranged  the 
coun ty  re p re s e n tin g  th e m s e lv e s  to be genuine "k u -k lu x ,  when in  
fa c t  they have n o th ing  to do w ith  th a t m y s te r io u s  o rd e r .  "  They 
w e re  no th ing  m o re  than  " v i le  m is c re a n ts , "  he p ro te s te d , and 
" f ie n d s  in  hum an shape. "  In  N o ve m b e r th is  p ap e r c a r r ie d  an ite m  
s igned  "E x  C y c lo p s " w h ic h  sa id  tha t i t  had come to the a tte n t io n  
o f those re s p o n s ib le  and la w -a b id in g  m en who had once u n ite d  
u n d e r the nam e o f K u -K lu x ,  but who had d isbanded  and ceased to 
e x is t ,  th a t la w le s s  m en w e re  p e rp e tra t in g  c r im in a l  deeds and
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
2 9 4
s u lly in g  the nam e o f genuine K la n . I t  w a rn e d  th a t i f  they d id  not 
d e s is t the p ow e r o f the re a l K u  K lu x  w o u ld  be in vo ke d  to  d e s tro y  
th e m . P u b lic  e x p re s s io n s  o f th is  s o r t  w e re  in d ic a t iv e  o f the 
expand ing  a n t i-K la n  fe e lin g s  in  L im e s to n e  C oun ty tha t e v e n tu a lly  
becam e p re d o m in a n t and le d  to  e ffe c t iv e  s u p p re s s io n  o f the ra m ­
pan t t e r r o r is m .  L ea d ing  c o n s e rv a tiv e s  began to su p p o rt th e ir  
R a d ic a l la w  e n fo rc e m e n t o ff ic ia ls  and by la te  1870, excep t f o r  
s p o ra d ic  o u tb u rs ts  in  the r u r a l  f r in g e s ,  n ig h t r id in g  and v io le n ce  
by d is g u is e d  m en had la rg e ly  ceased in  the coun ty .
F u r th e r  to  the w e s t, in  L a u d e rd a le  C ounty, n o r th  o f the 
Tennessee R iv e r ,  and C o lb e r t and L a w re n c e  be low  tha t s tre a m , 
the t e r r o r is m  a lso  co n tinued  a fte r  the e le c tio n . G o v e rn o r S m ith 's  
co rre spo n de n ce  fo r  1869 con ta ins  dozens o f m essages f ro m  
fr ig h te n e d  c it iz e n s  o f th a t s e c tio n . A  F lo re n c e  R e p u b lica n  w ro te : 
"O u r coun ty  is  f u l l  o f K u  K lu x  . . . .  la s t  S a tu rd ay  n ig h t o u r tow n 
was v is ite d  by the K u  K lu x  to the n um be r o f 150 o r  m o re . . . . 
S e v e ra l person s  have been k i l le d  in  the C ounty in  a m is te r io u s
/ s ic / w a y  ----  in  a w o rd  te r r o r is m  and a n a rc h y  re in s  fs ic j  in  th is
coun ty . . . . "  F ro m  T u s c u m b ia , in  C o lb e r t C oun ty, and C o u rtla n d  
and M o u lton  in  L a w re n c e , the w o rd  was the sam e: the K la n  was
ra m p a n t, send he lp . " I  have been a s teady  U n ion  m an and
a lso  Ku K lu x  R e p o rt, "A la b a m a  T e s tim o n y , "  6 67 -6 8 , 7 25 -2 6 , 783-85.
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R e pu b lica n , G o v e rn o r, but I  t e l l  you o u r cause is  defeated  i f  we 
d o n 't get some s u p p o rt f ro m  the a u th o r it ie s  . . . . "  la m e n te d  a 
T u scu m b ia  R a d ic a l. W hat was needed, he sa id , was a squadron  
o f c a v a lry .  ̂^
L a w re n c e  C ounty, w h ic h  had seen heavy K la n  o rg a n iz a ­
t io n  in  the 1867-68 phase, was a lso  p lagued w ith  co n tin u in g  t e r r o r ­
is m  in  1869 and a fte r .  B u t h e re , as in  L im e s to n e , th e re  was a 
g ro w in g  d is p o s it io n  to end the t e r r o r .  The s h e r if f  and h is  depu ties  
seem ed d e te rm in e d  to a r r e s t  a l l  w ro n g d o e rs  and w e re  su pp o rted  by 
m o s t o f the c it iz e n s . In  June, 1869, a n u m b e r o f a lle g e d  K la n s -  
m en w e re  a r re s te d  and co n fin ed  a t M o u lto n , ch a rge d  w ith  m u rd e r  
and v io la t io n  o f the s ta te  a n t i-K u  K lu x  la w . T h re e  o f them  
th re a te n e d  to tu rn  s ta te 's  ev idence . P r io r  to  the t r ia l ,  the g ro up  
was set fre e  by o th e r m a ske d  m en and the th re e  tu rn c o a ts  a lle g e d ly  
m u rd e re d . T h re e  o f the o th e r accused  w e re  la te r  re c a p tu re d . 
These w e re  the ones sen t to the A thens  ja i l ,  w h ich  was su pposed ly
m o re  s e c u re , bu t, as re la te d  above, they w e re  subse qu e n tly
17
re le a s e d  f r o m  th e ir  c o n fin e m e n t th e re  by d is g u is e d  fr ie n d s .  A
^^M eander R ice  to  Gov. S m ith , F lo re n c e , N ov. 23, 1868;
A . B re s le r  to Gov. S m ith , T u s c u m b ia , Feb. 16, 1869; in  G o v e rn o r 's  
C o rre sp on d en ce , A la b a m a  D e p a rtm e n t o f A rc h iv e s  and H is to ry .
^^M o u lto n  A d v e r t is e r ,  June 21, 1869; S h e r if f  W i l l ia m  
L e n tz  to Gov. S m ith , A th e n s , J u ly  15, 1869, G o v e rn o r 's  C o r re s ­
pondence, A la b a m a  D e p a rtm e n t o f A rc h iv e s  and H is to ry .  F o r  th is  
and o th e r o u tra g es  in  L a w re n c e  C ounty a lso  see Joseph Lee  to
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yeai- la te r ,  co n d itio n s  had becom e so in h o s p ita b le  fo r  the K la n  in  
L a w re n c e  tha t the fre e d m e n , w ith  w h ite  s u p p o rt, had becom e 
em boldened  to ope n ly  r e s is t  K u  K lu x  d e p re d a tio n s . On the n ig h t 
o f A u g u s t 12, 1870, a p a r ty  o f e igh t to tw e lv e  d is g u is e d  m en  was 
heading  to  the F o s te r  p la n ta t io n  n e a r C o u rtla n d  w ith  the in te n tio n  
o f m e tin g  out som e p u n ish m e n t on a b la c k  m an who had k i l le d  
e ig h t sheep o f a w h ite  n e ig h b o r 's  (and who was a w a itin g  le g a l t r i a l  
f o r  tha t c r im e ) .  B u t the y  w e re  s u rp r is e d  by an am buscade m anned 
by o v e r t h i r t y  a rm e d  b la c k s . In  the ensu ing  s k ir m is h  one w h ite  
m an  was k i l le d ,  o th e rs  a p p a re n tly  wounded, and a n um be r o f d is ­
gu ise s  w e re  abandoned a long w ith  s ix  m u le s  by the h a s t i ly  r e t r e a t ­
in g  n ig h t r id e rs .  The lo c a l w h ite  c it iz e n r y  responded  a d m ira b ly  to 
the deputy s h e r if f 's  re q u e s t fo r  a posse to a r r e s t  the know n 
m a ra u d e rs . Some o f the a lle g e d  K la n s m e n  le f t  the coun ty  but 
o th e rs  w e re  a r re s te d  and t r ie d .  No c o n v ic tio n s  came out o f th is ,  
but the whole  episode d e m o n s tra te d  th a t L a w re n c e  C ounty was 
beco m in g  an in c re a s in g ly  u n h e a lth y  p lace  fo r  K u  K lu x e rs .  The 
m i l i t a r y  in v e s t ig a te d  th is  a f fa ir  and the o f f ic e r  in  charge  con ­
cluded  in  h is  re p o r t  th a t " th e  c it iz e n s  o f the coun ty  seem  to be 
a liv e  to the im p o rta n c e  o f v in d ic a t in g  the o u tra g e d  m a je s ty  o f the 
la w  a g a in s t these  d is p la y s  o f v io le n c e  and fu l ly  d e te rm in e d  th a t
G e n e ra l C ra w fo rd , M o u lto n , J u ly  22, A G O , P a p e rs  S u b m itte d  to 
the  C o m m itte e  on S ou the rn  O u tra g e s , RG 94, N A  ( m ic ro f i lm ) .
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no e ffo r t  o f th e ir s  s h a ll be w anting  to b r in g  the p e rp e tra to rs  to
The s itu a t io n  was a b it  d if fe re n t  in  M o rg a n  County, ju s t  
eas t o f L a w re n c e  and south  o f L im e s to n e . T h e re  had been some 
ty p ic a l K u  K lu x  d eve lo pm en ts  th e re  in  1867 and 1868 but these had 
m o s t ly  d is s ip a te d  a fte r  the p re s id e n tia l e le c t io n s , e s p e c ia lly  in  the 
so u th e rn  p a r t  o f the coun ty  w h e re  th e re  w e re  few  b lacks  to  m a l­
tre a t .  In  th a t s e c tio n  and in  m o u nta inous  B lo u n t C ounty to the 
south  the K la n  syn d ro m e  had d evo lve d  in to  a feud  between r iv a l  
g roups  o f w h ite s . One s ide  fo llo w e d  the K u  K lu x  m e thods o f 
o rg a n iz e d  ra id in g  in  d is g u is e , d is a rm in g  b lacks  and w h ip p in g  the m , 
and o c c a s io n a lly  m u rd e r in g  ra d ic a ls  o f both ra c e s . The o th e r s id e , 
c o n s is t in g  m o s t ly  o f w h ite  U n io n is ts , was e q u a lly  w e ll o rg a n iz e d  
but o p e ra te d  in  the d a y lig h t w ith o u t m asks and seem ed to be b a s i­
c a lly  c o nce rn ed  w ith  co m b a ttin g  the o th e r g roup . T h is  a n t i-K u  
K lu x  o rg a n iz a tio n  was q u ite  s tro n g  both  in  south M o rg a n  C ounty 
and B lo u n t. F o r  a t im e  i t  app ea re d  th a t a lo c a l c iv i l  w a r  was 
im m in e n t. Judge C h a r lto n , o f M o rg a n  C ounty, w ro te  G o v e rn o r 
S m ith  th a t " th e  people  a re  in  a m o re  w a r lik e  a tt itu d e  in  th is
^ ^ R e p o rt o f L t .  John C. B a tem an, H u n ts v il le ,  Aug. 20, 
1870; a lso  s ta te m e n ts  o f J u s tic e  o f the Peace W . W. B a k e r, 
C o u rtla n d , A ug u s t 18, 1869, John P he la n , C o u rtla n d , A ug . 17, 
1869, and D epu ty  S h e r if f  E . J. S im m on s , C o u rtla n d , Aug. 18, 
1869, a l l  in  AGO , P a p e rs  S ub m itte d  to the C o m m itte e  on 
S ou the rn  O u tra g e s , RG 94, N A  (m ic ro f i lm ) .
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coun ty a t th is  t im e  than a t a n y tim e  d u r in g  the re b e ll io n .  The
d ispu te  fo r  pow e r co n tinued  th rou g h  1869 w ith  the  "a n t is "  o c c a s io n ­
a l ly  m a k in g  la rg e -s c a le  fo ra y s ,  as in  F e b ru a ry ,  1869, when they 
rode  in to  S o m e rv il le  about seven ty  s tro n g  and, w h ile  d is t ru rb in g  no 
one, "b o ld ly  p ro c la im e d  th e ir  in te n t io n  o f re ve ng in g  e v e ry  ou tra g e  
o f the K K K .
B y la te  1869, the a n t i-K u  K lu x  had ga ined  the a scendancy  
in  B lo u n t County and the "d is g u is e r s "  w e re  g e n e ra l ly  c u rb ed  a c c o rd ­
in g  to one o f the o p p o s itio n  le a d e rs . T h is  does not seem  to have 
been the w hole  s to ry ,  h o w e v e r, c e r ta in ly  not fo r  lo w e r M o rg a n  
County. A n  a rm y  in v e s t ig a to r  sent in to  tha t re g io n  in  M a rc h , 1870, 
re p o r te d  tha t s ix  d if fe re n t  K u  K lu x  m u rd e rs  had o c c u r re d  th e re  
s ince  the f i r s t  o f the y e a r , one o f w h ich  was tha t o f the Judge 
C h a r lto n , m e n tion ed  above, who had he lped  o rg a n iz e  the a n t i-K la n  
g ro up . The K u  K lu x -s ty le d  band seem ed to have c o n tro l in  M o rg a n , 
r e p o r te d  the o f f ic e r ,  and "th e  c iv i l  o ff ic e rs  a re  p a ra ly z e d  w ith  fe a r  
and m ake no e f fo r t  to  d is c h a rg e  th e ir  d u tie s . "  He conc luded , h ow ­
e v e r , tha t the w hole  s itu a t io n  was so m u d d le d  w ith  a b lend  o f 
f a m ily ,  p e rs o n a l,  and p o l i t ic a l  q u a r re ls  " th a t  i t  is  v e ry  d i f f i c u l t  to
^ ^ C h a r lto n  to G ov. S m ith , S o m e rv il le ,  D ec. 15, 1868, 
G o v e rn o r 's  C o rre sp o n d e n ce , A la b a m a  D e p a rtm e n t o f A rc h iv e s  
and H is to ry .
20
A thens W e e k ly  P o s t , F e b . 27, 1869.
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a s c e r ta in  w h ere  the one com m ences and the o th e rs  end, "  N e v e r­
th e le s s , the s itu a t io n  d e te r io ra te d  so b ad ly  th e re  a t one p o in t th a t 
the s h e r i f f  o f the coun ty  s lip p e d  in to  H u n ts v il le  and made the "m o s t 
e x tr a o rd in a ry  s ta te m e n t"  to  G e n e ra l C ra w fo rd  th a t he in ten de d  to 
suspend the fu n c tio n s  o f h is  o ff ic e .  ^ He was p e rsua de d  to re tu rn ,  
h o w e v e r, and by s u m m e r, 1870, the tu rb u le n c e  began to subside  
som ew ha t.
In  the n o r th e a s te rn  b lo c k  o f c o u n tie s , in c lu d in g  Ja ckson , 
M a rs h a l l,  D e ka lb , E to w a h , C h eroke e , C a lhoun , S t . - C la ir ,  and 
C le b u rn e , the K u  K lu x  does not seem  to  have had m uch o f an e x is t ­
ence p r io r  to 1868. Then , beg inn ing  in  the f a l l  o f th a t y e a r , K la n  
a c tio n  f la re d  up in  the s o -c a lle d  Sand M o u n ta in  re g io n  o f the s ta te , 
and fo r  m uch  o f the n e x t two y e a rs  some o f these coun ties  r iv a le d  
the w o rs t  o f the K u K lu x  se c tio n s . T h ey  w e re  co un ties  o f r e la t iv e ly  
s m a ll b la c k  p o p u la tio n s ; and a ltho ug h  th e re  was the u su a l v ic t im ­
iz in g  o f the c o lo re d  peo p le , not a s m a ll am oun t o f the K la n  e f fo r t  
was p a r t  o f p e rs o n a l and p o li t ic a l feuds between w h ite s .
Jackson  C oun ty, fu r th e re s t  to the n o r th , was p erhaps  m o re  
th o ro u g h ly  o rg a n iz e d  by the s e c re t s o c ie ty  than the o th e rs , and the 
K la n  o p e ra te d  r e g u la r ly  a ro un d  S c o tts b o ro  and S tevenson p e r fo rm ­
in g  a lo t  o f o ld - s ty le  v ig ila n c e  w o rk  and the n e w -s ty le  p o l i t ic a l  and
^^K u  K lu x  R e p o rt,  "A la b a m a  T e s tim o n y , "  7 78 -7 9 , 1170, 
1 2 1 1 . “
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r a c ia l t e r r o r is m .  B la c k s  w e re  w h ipped , som e w e re  m u rd e re d , 
fre e in g  w h ite s  f ro m  j a i l  was com m on, and the K la n  even p ro vo ke d  
a m in o r  in te rn a t io n a l in c id e n t when Jam es D. W e ir ,  a B r i t is h  sub ­
je c t ,  was w h ipped  fo r  h is  p ro -b la c k  in c lin a t io n s .  T h is  la t te r  in c i ­
dent occas io n ed  p ro te s ts  f ro m  the B r i t is h  m in is te r  in  W a sh ing ton  
and a co rre spo n de n ce  betw een S e c re ta ry  o f State F is h  and 
G o v e rn o r S m ith , who re la y e d  h is  re g re ts  w ith  the assu ran ce  tha t he 
w o u ld  "s e c u re  M r .  W e ir  the fu l le s t  p ro te c t io n  to w h ich  a l l  la w  a b id ­
in g  p e rson s  a re  e n t it le d ,  w h e th e r c it iz e n s  o f A la b a m a  o r  sub je c ts  
o f a fo re ig n  g o ve rn m e n t.
B e low  Ja ckson  C ounty in  the m o re  h i l ly  se c tion s  o f the 
n o r th e a s t, the  K u K lu x  fo o tin g  was p ro b a b ly  not as se cu re  and a l l -  
e m b ra c in g  as e lsew he re  but i t  was enough to  p ro du ce  som e o f the 
m o s t s e n s a tio n a l K la n  ep isodes o f a l l ,  p a r t ic u la r ly  the d e v e lo p ­
m e n ts  a t A s h e v il le ,  in  St. C la ir  C ounty, and P a to na , in  C alhoun.
The A s h e v il le  a f f a ir ,  w h ich  f in a l ly  re s u lte d  in  the s ta t io n ­
in g  o f a d e ta chm en t o f tro o p s  th e re  fo r  s e v e ra l w eeks , re s u lte d  
f r o m  a p o l i t ic a l  feud  betw een r iv a l  w h ite  g roups s im i la r  to  th a t in  
B lo u n t and M o rg a n  c o u n tie s . A lth o u g h  th e re  had been in te r m it te n t
Gov. S m ith , H u n ts v il le ,  M a y  15, 1869; G o v e rn o r 's  C o rre sp on d en ce ; 
Gov. S m ith  to  H a m ilto n  F is h ,  M o n tg o m e ry , A p r i l  28, 1869, G o v e r­
n o r 's  L e tte rb o o k s , both in  A la ba m a  D e p a rtm e n t o f  A rc h iv e s  and 
H is to ry ;  M o n tg o m e ry  A la b a m a  State J o u rn a l, quo ted  in  H u n ts v il le  
A d v o c a te , M a y  4, 1869.
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g a rd e n -v a r ie ty  K la n  a c t iv it y  in  the a re a  fo r  som e m o n th s , w ith  d is ­
gu ises  and a l l ,  in  the c lim a c t ic  even ts o f e a r ly  J u ly , 1870, th e re  
w e re  no m asked  m en in v o lv e d . I t  w as, h o w e ve r, c la ssed  as a K u 
K lu x  o u tra g e , and to som e ex te n t i t  was as m o s t o f the m en 
in v o lv e d  on one side o f the fra c a s  w e re  p ro b a b ly  K la n s m e n , and the 
o p p o s itio n  was tha t c la ss  ty p ic a l ly  opposed by the K la n , though in  
th is  in s tan ce  a l l  o f the m  w h ite .
W hat happened in  A s h e v il le  was th a t a m an  by the nam e of 
S p r in g f ie ld , re p u te d  to be a h ig h ly  re s p e c te d  R e p u b lica n  le a d e r, 
had, desp ite  being on f a i r l y  good te rm s  w ith  le a d in g  c o n s e rv a tiv e s  
in  the co un ty , cam e to be desp ise d  by a la rg e  s e c to r o f the D e m o ­
c ra t ic  youth . He was w a rn ed  by these young h o tb loods  to leave  the 
c oun ty  o r  be k i l le d  but in s te a d  ho b a r r ic a d e d  h im s e lf  in  h is  hom e 
a long  w ith  about a dozen p a r tis a n  s u p p o r te rs . The s h e r i f f  o f the 
coun ty  p ro po sed  to d is lo dg e  S p r in g f ie ld  and h is  a rm e d  f r ie n d s  by 
m eans o f a peace bond and sum m oned a posse c o m ita tu s  o f about 
two h un dred  young K la n  types to h e lp  h im  s e rve  the  p a p e rs . He 
n eg le c te d , h o w e v e r, to  take  the p ro p e r  le g a l s tep s , n o r fo r  th a t 
m a tte r  d id  he even a ccom pany the posse (o r  m ob) to S p r in g f ie ld 's  
hom e, w h e re  they  p roceeded  to la y  s iege upon the e m b a ttle d  
R e p u b lica n s . Shots too num ero u s  to coun t w e re  f i r e d  in to  the house 
but m ira c u lo u s ly  no one was h u r t.  L a te r  S p r in g f ie ld  gave h im s e lf  
o v e r  to the s h e r if f  and the m ob re lu c ta n t ly  d is p e rs e d . A n  a rm y
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in v e s t ig a to r  a r r iv e d  two days la te r  and a f te r  a c u rs o ry  e x a m in a tio n  
o f the e x p lo s iv e  s itu a t io n  re c o m m e nd e d  the s ta t io n in g  o f a tro o p  
de ta chm en t a t A s h e v il le  fo r  extended d u ty . " I  have n e v e r, w ith  an 
e xpe rie n ce  o f fo u r  y e a rs  in  th is  c o u n try , seen a m o re  co m p le te  sub­
o rd in a tio n  o f the c iv i l  a u th o r it ie s  o f a coun ty  to the  m ob e lem en t 
than  I  w itn e s s e d  in  St. C la i r , "  he w ro te  h is  co m m a n d e r.
When the tro o p s  a r r iv e d  the y  found  S p r in g f ie ld  wounded by 
an a s s a s s in 's  b u lle t  and the w hole  tow n up in  a rm s . The tro o p  
co m m a nd e r had to g ive  p ro te c t io n  to S p r in g f ie ld  and n u m b e rs  o f 
o th e r p eople . "P e o p le  a re  a fr a id  even to  go to  the depot u n le ss  I  
send a g ua rd  w ith  th e m ,"  he re p o r te d . I t  was a desp e ra te  s itu a t io n  
in  w h ich  the a rm y , c o n s ta n tly  h a ra s s e d , was b a re ly  ab le  to  m a in ­
ta in  the peace. W ith  r a re  a u d a c ity , the a n t i-S p r in g f ie ld  g ro up  f i r e d  
on the s o ld ie rs  f ro m  am bush on s e v e ra l o c c a s io n s . "M y  m en a re  
about w o rs te d  ou t, "  la m e n te d  C a pta in  M c L o u g h lin , " c i v i l  la w  is  
dead in  th is  coun ty . The m ob  ru le s .  "  He re q ue s ted  th a t the re s t  o f 
h is  com pany be sent to  augm ent h is  b e le a g u re d  fo rc e .  E v e n tu a lly  
the p re sen ce  o f the tro o p s  had the d e s ire d  p a c if ic a to r y  e ffe c t,  a long
^^K u  K lu x  R e p o rt , "A la b a m a  T e s t im o n y , "  1170-71 ; R e p o rt 
o f B re v e t  Capt. M . F ra n k  G a lla g h e r, A s h e v il le ,  J u ly  12, 1870, 
S ta tem en t o f C h a rle s  A . R itc h e y , A s h e v il le ,  J u ly  10, 1870, R e po rts  
o f B re v e t  M a jo r  G eorge  M c L o u g h lin , A s h e v il le ,  fo r  J u ly  20, 1870, 
J u ly  31, 1870, J u ly  29, 1870, A ug . 15, 1870, and A ug . 18, 1870, 
in  A G O , P a p e rs  S u b m itte d  to C o m m itte e  on S ou the rn  O u tra g e s ,
RG 94, N A  (m ic ro f i lm ) .
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w ith  the p ass in g  o f the f a l l  e le c tio n s , and th ing s  in  A s h e v il le  
s e tt le d  down a b it .  S p r in g f ie ld  la te r  was a ppo in ted  a D epu ty  U n ited  
S ta tes M a rs h a l and le f t  the c o m m u n ity .
The P atona  o r  C ro ss  P la in s  a f fa ir ,  w h ic h  happened the 
sam e m on th  in  C a llio u n  C ounty, was even m o re  s e n s a tio n a l in  tha t 
i t  re s u lte d  in  the ly n c h  m u rd e r in g  o f s e v e ra l people  and becam e 
so m e th in g  o f a n a tio n a l cause c e le b re  fo r  the R a d ic a ls . On J u ly  10, 
a b la c k  you th  h ire d  to h o ld  a w h ite  m a n 's  h o rs e  a t  the s m a ll v illa g e  
o f C ro s s  P la in s  a c c id e n ta lly  le t  the a n im a l escape fo r  w h ic h  he 
was c u ffe d  s e v e re ly  by the w h ite  m an  who m a y  have been a b it  
in to x ic a te d . The N e g ro  th re w  a b r ic k  a t h is  to rm e n to r ,  w h ereu p on  
w h ite  o n lo o k e rs  a tta c k e d  h im . The young N e g ro  re tu rn e d  to the 
p re d o m in a n tly  b la c k  c o m m u n ity  o f P a tona , w h ic h  was n e a rb y , and 
g a th e re d  a c re w  o f som e t h i r t y  o r  f o r ty  a rm e d  fr ie n d s  u nd e r the 
a usp ice s  o f  W i l l ia m  L u k e , a w h ite  c o a d ju to r who taugh t a f re e d -  
m e n 's  sch o o l th e re . T h ey  re tu rn e d  to C ro ss  P la in s  to "m a ke  the 
n ig h t h id e o u s " fo r  the w h ite s , w h ich  the y  d id  by ro a m in g  the 
s tre e ts ,  sh ou ting  th re a ts  and f i r in g  th e ir  guns. B u t no one was 
h u r t  a t th is  stage . The nex t e ven ing , h o w e v e r, they re tu rn e d  and 
a lle g e d ly  f i r e d  a t w h ite s  d e p a rtin g  a c h u rc h  s e rv ic e .  The w h ite s  
re tu rn e d  the f i r e  and f in a l ly  caused the N e groes  to  r e t re a t  to 
P a tona . B e fo re  a n o th e r expec ted  s k irm is h  deve loped , w a rra n ts  
w e re  s w o rn  fo r  the a r r e s t  o f L u k e , who was a C anadian c it iz e n .
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and s e v e ra l o f the b la c k s , th re e  o f w hom  w e re  p ic k e d  up. A f te r  a 
day o f d e s u lto ry  p re l im in a ry  h e a rin g s , the fo u r  w e re  put under 
gua rd  to spend the n ig h t on the f ro n t  p o rch  o f a s to re  b u ild in g , 
th e re  be ing no a v a ila b le  ja i l .  L a te  tha t n ig h t som e f i f t y  o r s ix ty  
d is g u is e d  K la nsm e n  ro d e  in to  tow n, e a s ily  o v e rp o w e re d  the g ua rd s , 
and c a r r ie d  o ff  the fo u r  accused  m en and a n o th e r u n fo rtu n a te  N egro  
who had been pu t in  the m a k e s h if t  p r is o n  on a m in o r  ch a rge . A l l  
f iv e  o f these m en w e re  p re c ip i ta n t ly  execu ted  by the K la n  n ea r the 
edge o f tow n. The sam e band o f K la n s m e n  was a lso  suspected  o f 
hanging  a n o th e r N egro  a few  m ile s  aw ay on the sam e n igh t.
T h is  e x e rc is e  o f K la n  ju s t ic e  s t i r r e d  fe e lin g s  o f ou tra g e  
o v e r the s ta te  and n a tio n , no t o n ly  am ong ra d ic a ls  but c o n s e rv a ­
tiv e s  as w e ll.  G o v e rn o r S m ith  v/as shaken out o f h is  co m p lace n cy  
and took  v ig o ro u s  s teps to t r y  to f e r r e t  out the g u il ty  p a r t ie s .  He 
w ent h im s e lf  to C ross P la in s ,  a long  w ith  G e n e ra l C ra w fo rd , and 
an e m in e n t team  o f in v e s t ig a to rs  and p ro s e c u to rs  was a ssem b le d  
fo r  the in q u is it io n ,  in c lu d in g  fo r m e r  g o v e rn o r P a rs o n s  and S uprem e 
C o u rt J u s tic e  T . M . P e te rs .  S m ith  was to be f ru s tr a te d  in  th is  
e f fo r t ,  one o f h is  s tro n g e s t a g a in s t the K la n , fo r  a lthough  sco re s  
o f w itn e sse s  w ere  h e a rd  and some n ine  m en a r re s te d  on s u s p ic io n  
o f ta k in g  p a r t  in  the m u rd e ro u s  a f fa ir ,  no t ru e  b i l ls  w e re  found 
and no K la n s m a n  was pun ish ed . In  the in v e s t ig a tio n ,  ir o n ic a l ly ,  i t  
was p ro v e d  th a t the w h ite  m an , L u k e , had not a c tu a lly  taken  p a r t  in
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
3 0 5
the C ro ss  P la in s  shoo ting  and had counse led  the b lacks  a g a in s t i t .
F o r  th a t m a tte r ,  i t  was d e te rm in e d  tha t the young b lacks  in v o lv e d
had not r e a l ly  f i r e d  in d is c r im in a te ly  in to  the w om en  and c h ild re n
ch u rc h g o e rs  bu t had in ten de d  o n ly  to a tta c k  th e ir  young w h ite
24
a n ta go n is ts  who w e re  a c ro s s  the s t re e t  f ro m  the c ro w d .
D e sp ite  the s tro n g  response  i t  p ro v o k e d  in  th is  in s ta n c e , 
the K u K lu x  was fo r  a season in  com m and o f th in g s  in  th is  s e c tio n  
o f A la b a m a . A s  one d is c o n c e rte d  a re a  R a d ic a l p u t i t  to  G o v e rn o r 
S m ith , so m e th in g  had to  be done o r  a l l  U n ion  m en  w o u ld  have to 
le ave . T hey  w e re  " la y in g  out e v e ry  n ig h t to keep the K K  f r o m  w h ip ­
p ing  the m . "  The p ro b le m  w as, he sa id , " t h e ir  f s i^  is  so m any 
K lu k lu c k s  h ea r J^icj th a t they  can p ro ve  a n y th in g  they w ant . . . . "
He was d e sp e ra te , he to ld  the g o v e rn o r , and w i l l in g  to do a n y th in g  
to stop the K la n , even to  jo in in g  the "M a lis h a  ^ ic _ / .
A lo ng  the M is s is s ip p i b o rd e r , in  the p r a ir ie  co un ties  o f 
the w e s t, K la n  v io le n c e  and t e r r o r is m  had a lso  co n tin ue d  unabated. 
The in c lin a t io n  to  d isband  seem ed le s s  g e n e ra l h e re  than in  the 
Tennessee  V a lle y .  I t  m a y be, as P ro fe s s o r  F le m in g  has sa id , tha t
p ile d  f ro m  the te s t im o n y  o f s e v e ra l w itn e sse s  in  ib id . , 7 7 -79 , 229, 
275, 386, 428 -2 9 , 4 62 -7 2 , 481 -8 5 , 1236-38.
^ ^ W il l ia m  P o w e ll to Gov. S m ith , C ro ss  P la in s ,  O ct. >
1870, G o v e rn o r 's  C o rre sp o n d e n ce , A la b a m a  D e p a rtm e n t o f 
A rc h iv e s  and H is to ry .
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the o rd e r  to d isband  s im p ly  n e v e r reached  m a n y o f these dens, 
bu t i t  is  a lso  p o s s ib le  th a t in  these  h e a v ily  b la c k  co un ties  the 
w h ite s  fe l t  m o re  in t im id a te d  by the f re e  b la cks  and th e ir  w h ite  
ra d ic a l f r ie n d s  and c o nse qu e n tly  a dh ered  to the K la n  fo r  v e ry  b a s ic  
re a son s  o f s e lf -p ro te c t io n  and s o c ia l p re s e rv a t io n .  The m a la is e  
th a t m any A la b a m ia n s  w e re  com ing  to fe e l a fte r  1868 re g a rd in g  
the  im p ro p r ie ty  o f the K u  K lu x  K la n  m o ve m en t was h a rd ly  n o tic e a b le  
in  co un ties  l ik e  H a le , G re en e , and S u m te r w h ere  w h ite s  w e re  o u t­
n um be re d  th re e  and fo u r  to one by the b la c k s . In  these a re a s  the 
K la n  was t r u ly  w hat one R e p u b lica n  judge  c a lle d  i t ,  "a n  a n t i-n e g ro  
o rg a n iz a tio n . "  I t  m ig h t be com posed, fo r  the m o s t p a r t,  o f "w ild ,  
re c k le s s ,  and ir re s p o n s ib le  m e n ,"  w ith  v e ry  few  m en o f "a g e , 
c h a ra c te r  o r  in f lu e n c e "  b e lo n g ing  to i t ,  but in  these  w e s te rn  coun ties , 
even the p la n te r  c la s s , w h ile  d e p lo r in g  som e o f its  s p e c if ic  a c ts  and 
b eg ru dg in g  i ts  d is ru p t io n  o f la b o r ,  g e n e ra l ly  co n tin ue d  to sym p a th ize  
w ith  the K la n 's  in te n t io n  to  keep the N e g ro  in  h is  p lace . One 
o b s e rv e r  re c o rd e d  th e ir  re a c tio n ;
They  re c o g n iz e  the  fa c t o f h is  e m a n c ip a tio n , but 
re p u d ia te  the id ea  o f h is  r ig h t  to  e q u a lity  b e fo re  
the la w . T hey  seek, by m eans o u ts id e  the la w , to 
re g u la te  h is  conduct as a m an and h is  r ig h ts  as a 
c it iz e n  . . . .  H ence , when a d i f f ic u l t y  a r is e s  
betw een a w h ite  m an  and a fre e d m a n , who no 
m a tte r  f ro m  w hat the cause . . . c o n tra c ts  fo r  
la b o r  . . . p e rs o n a l v io le n c e  . . . in s u l t in g  w o rd s  . . .
^ ^ C iv i l  W a r and R e c o n s tru c t io n , 690.
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any ^s u p p o s e ^ / la rc e n y  o r  o th e r o ffe n se , has become 
obnoxious to the se n tim e n ts  o f the w h ite  in  the 
n e ig hbo rhood  in  w h ich  he liv e s ,  i t  not u n fre q u e n tly  
happens tha t such fre e d m a n  re c e iv e s  a v is i t  f ro m  
som e of the Ku K lu x  in  d is g u is e , and is  pun ished  
g e n e ra l ly  by the in f l ic t io n  o f s t r ip e s ,  but s o m e ­
t im e s  even w ith  death,
Such a d is c e rn in g  o b s e rv a tio n  seem s p a r t ic u la r ly  a pp lic a b le  
fo r  the w e s te rn  B la c k  B e lt,  s ince  te r r o r is m  a g a in s t the b lacks  was 
s u s ta in ed  th e re  long  a f te r  the K la n  had fa i le d  in  i ts  p o l i t ic a l  m is s io n  
o f 1868. M a lt re a tm e n t o f fre e d m e n  was co m m onp lace  and a lthough  
m uch  o f i t  had a p o l i t ic a l  o r ie n ta t io n  the ra c ia l co nno ta tions  w e re  
c le a r  even in  tha t — to re c a p tu re  p o li t ic a l c o n tro l w ou ld  fa c i l i ta te  
r a c ia l c o n tro l.  T h us , the K la n  p lan  was a d ua l one h e re ; to 
f r ig h te n  the N e g roe s  in to  a s u b m is s iv e  p o s tu re  and to r id  the c o u n try  
o f.w h ite  R a d ic a l le a d e rs  and m i l i ta n t  b lacks  who w e re  m a k in g  the 
f i r s t  ta s k  d if f ic u lt .  The re a son  tha t K la n  m a n ife s ta tio n s  w e re  so 
e x o rb ita n t was th a t n e ith e r  o f the s o lu tio n s  w e re  s im p le  ones. The 
b lacks  w e re  s tre ng the n ed  and encouraged  by th e ir  own n u m e r ic a l 
s u p e r io r i ty ,  and th e re  was a p ro fu s io n  o f ca rp e tb a g g e r and s c a la ­
wag o p p o rtu n is ts  in  the a re a  to channe l th a t s tre n g th . The K la n  
had to w o rk  h a rd  a t both  tasks  s im u lta n e o u s ly  and a l l  the w h ile  
tre a d  a th in  lin e  betw een fu n c t io n a l c o n tro l and open ra c ia l w a r ­
fa re .  In  a l l  o f th is  the K la n  in  th is  s e c tio n  seem ed to  be q u ite
2?Ku K lu x  R e p o rt,  "A la b a m a  T e s t im o n y ,"  2008.
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p ro v in c ia l in  its  th in lt in g . S ta tew ide  o r  re g io n a l p ro b le m s  w e re  
not the m a in  issu e  w ith  the m , and ye t the e ven tua l success tha t 
cam e to  th e ir  p lans was la rg e ly  the re s u lt  o f d eve lo pm en ts  upon 
w h ich  they had l i t t le  in flu e n c e .
T h e re  w e re  co un tless  "K u  K lu x in g s "  in  the a re a , and 
m any ra d ic a ls  o f both ra ce s  w e re  m u rd e re d  o r  d r iv e n  f ro m  the 
se c tio n . D u rin g  1869 and 1870 G o v e rn o r S m ith  was deluged  w ith  
re q u e s ts  fo r  h e lp  as was G e n e ra l C ra w fo rd , and tro o p s  w e re  con ­
s is te n t ly  on d u ty  th ro u g h o u t these coun ties . "A  s tand ing  a rm y "  
was needed in  G reene C ounty a c c o rd in g  to the p re s id e n t o f the L o y a l 
League th e re . T h e re  was "a b id in g  d a n g e r"  to b la cks  in  th a t coun ty  
who fe l t  they w e re  "m o re  s la ves  today than we was b e fo re . The
a u th o r o f these s e n tim e n ts  was to m e e t death s h o r t ly  a t the hands 
o f the K la n .
Eu taw , in  G reene C ounty, was the scene o f s e v e ra l c e le ­
b ra te d  K la n  in c id e n ts . A lth o u g h  th e re  had been m a n y K la n  k i l l in g s  
th e re  b e fo re , the f i r s t  th a t b ro u g h t n o to r ie ty  to the  s le ep y  p r a ir ie  
v il la g e  was the b ra z e n  m u rd e r  o f the w h ite  co un ty  s o l ic i to r ,  
A le x a n d e r Boyd. B oyd , a co n v ic te d  m u rd e re r  h im s e lf ,  and hated  
by m o s t w h ite s , had p u b lic ly  boasted  tha t he knew  the nam es o f 
those who had been m a ra u d in g  in  the coun ty  and m a lt re a t in g  the
1869, G o v e rn o r 's  C o rre sp o n d e n ce , A la b a m a  D e p a rtm e n t o f 
A rc h iv e s  and H is to ry .
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N e groes  and tha t he in te n d e d  to p ro s e c u te  them . On a M a rc h  
n ig h t s h o r t ly  a fte r  he had m ade th is  th re a t  a p a r ty  o f K u K lu x e rs ,  
som e th i r t y  o r  f o r ty  s tro n g , rode  a r ro g a n tly  in to  Eu taw , e n te re d  
the h o te l w h ere  B oyd  was ro o m in g , d ra gg ed  h im  f r o m  bed and in  
m e th o d ic a l,  d is p a s s io n a te  fa s h io n  put s e v e ra l b u lle ts  in to  h is  head 
and body, q u ic k ly  b r in g in g  h is  death. In  u n h u r r ie d  m a n n e r the K la n  
then  d e p a rte d  a f te r  r id in g  once m o re  "a ro u n d  the p u b lic  sq ua re  as 
a f in a l  g e s tu re  o f n on cha la n t d e fia nce . "  The b la cks  w e re  in cen se d  
by th is  and fo r  a t im e  ra c e  w a r seem ed the p ro s p e c t. The 
R e pu b lica ns  launched  a v ig o ro u s  in v e s t ig a tio n  o f the a f fa ir ,  the 
g ra nd  ju r y  e x a m in in g  m o re  than  f iv e  h un dred  w itn e s s e s , but no th ing  
deve loped  excep t a th e o ry  th a t the hooded a s s a s s in s  had r id d e n  in  
f r o m  the n o r th w e s t, p ro b a b ly  f ro m  P ic k e n s  C oun ty o r  M is s is s ip p i,  
o r  even Tennessee . B oyd  was b u r ie d  beneath the la c o n ic  e p ita ph : 
"M u rd e re d  by the K u  K lu x .  "  The g o v e rn o r 's  s p e c ia l in v e s t ig a to r  
on th is  case, John A . M in n is ,  a ssesse d  the a f fa ir  m uch  as had the 
g ra n d  ju r y ,  th a t i t  was p ro b a b ly  the w o rk  o f som e o u ts id e  o rg a n i­
z a tio n  a c tin g  in  c o llu s io n  w ith  the lo c a l den. He fu r th e r  concluded  
th a t th e re  was s lig h t  chance o f g e ttin g  c o n v ic tio n s  in  lo c a l c o u r ts  
f o r  Such c r im e s . S ince  m any o th e r  c it iz e n s  f e l t  the sam e w ay, 
th e re  was a s tr id e n t  dem and fo r  tro o p s  o r  m a r t ia l  la w . The
^^K u  K lu x  R e p o rt,  "A la b a m a  T e s tim o n y , "  57 -59 , 212-13  
265, 2 97 -3 00 , 312 -13 , 528 -29 , 555 -5 6 , 1212-14 , 1419-21 ;
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tro o p s  w e re  sent, but G o v e rn o r S m ith  s t i l l  was u n w ill in g  to in voke  
the  m i l i t ia  law .
A  few m onths la te r ,  G u ilfo rd  C o lem an, one o f the le a d ­
in g  b la c k  R e pu b lica ns  in  the coun ty , was taken  f ro m  h is  house 
by "p a r t ie s  in  d is g u is e "  and n eve r h e a rd  f r o m  a ga in . R a d ic a l 
C o ng re ssm a n  C h a rle s  H a ys , f ro m  the fo u r th  c o n g re s s io n a l d is ­
t r i c t ,  w ro te  one o f h is  co lleagues tha t C o le m a n 's  death was p e r ­
haps the g re a te s t lo s s  to the p a r ty  s ince  B oyd 's  a s s a s s in a tio n . The 
p a r ty  was " t e r r i b l y  d e m o ra liz e d , "  he sa id , and i f  so m e th in g  was 
no t done he was a fra id  th a t th e re  w ou ld  be no vo tes cas t in  the
d is t r ic t  fo r  the R e p u b lica n  t ic k e t  in  the N o v e m b e r (1870)
30
e le c tio n s .
The next K u  K lu x  se nsa tion  in  Eu taw deve loped  in  connec­
t io n  w ith  the e le c t io n  and d ir e c t ly  in v o lv e d  C o ng re ssm a n  H ays. I t  
was a lso  c a lle d  a "K u  K lu x  r i o t "  by the ra d ic a ls  though a ga in  in  
th is  in s ta n ce  no d is g u is e d  m en p a r tic ip a te d ,  The 1870 e le c t io n
n um ero u s  le t te rs  to G o v e rn o r S m ith  f ro m  E utaw and G re en  C ounty 
in  A p r i l  and M a y, 1870, in c lu d in g  re p o r t  o f J. A . M in n is , E u taw , 
M ay 20, 1870, in  G o v e rn o r 's  C o rre sp on d en ce  and s p e c ia l K u  K lu x  
fo ld e r  w ith  1870 co rre sp o n d e n ce , A la b a m a  D e p a rtm e n t o f A rc h iv e s  
and H is to ry ;  R e p o rt o f L t.  C h a rle s  H a rk in s ,  E u taw , A p r i l  13,
1870, w ith  a ttached  s ta te m e n ts , AGO , P a p e rs  S ub m itte d  to 
C o m m itte e  on S ou the rn  O u tra g e s , RG 94, N A  (m ic ro f i lm ) ;  H o rn , 
In v is ib le  E m p ire ,  121-25.
W a sh ing ton , Sept. 15, 1870, G o v e rn o r 's  C o rre sp on d en ce , A la ba m a  
D e p a rtm e n t o f A rc h iv e s  and H is to ry .
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was n o to r io u s  fo r  the sc h is m s  in  both  p a r tie s .  E x -g o v e rn o r  
P a rs o n s  had gone o v e r to the R a d ic a l s ide and R a d ic a l S ena to r 
Spencer had b ro k e n  w ith  the m o d e ra te  w in g  o f h is  p a r ty ,  w h ich  
in c lu d e d  G o v e rn o r S m ith  who was ru n n in g  fo r  re e le c t io n .
S pencer, as noted e a r l ie r ,  was c o v e r t ly  s u p p o rtin g  the D e m o c ra t 
L in d s a y  fo r  g o v e rn o r , as w e ll as some c o n s e rv a tiv e  le g is la t iv e  
ca nd id a te s , hop ing  th is  w ou ld  he lp  h im  be r i d  o f h is  m o re  
m o d e ra te  s e n a to r ia l c o lle ag u e , W i l la rd  W a rn e r. In  any even t, 
the w hole  cam pa ign  was m u d d le d  by these p a r t is a n  c ro s s ­
c u rre n ts  in  a d d itio n  to the K la n  and League m a n e u v e rin g s .
The s itu a t io n  was so bad in  some se c tio n s  o f the w e s te rn  
coun ties  th a t R e pu b lica n  cand idates w e re  a fr a id  th e ir  liv e s  w o u ld  
be fo r fe ite d  i f  they cam pa igned  a lone . C o ng re ssm a n  Hays was 
a p p a re n tly  one o f these fo r  he w ro te  a f te r  the d if f ic u lt ie s  a t 
E utaw  th a t he had though t th a t i f  "G o v e rn o r  S m ith  cam e h e re "
E u ta w /  a long w ith  "o th e r  m en o f d is t in c t io n "  l ik e  e x -g o v e rn o r  
P a rso n s  and S ena to r W a rn e r , th a t th e ir  speeches w o u ld  be to le ra te d . 
He was w ro n g . T h is  was in  la te  O c to b e r , 1870, and as i t  tu rn e d  out 
both  p a r tie s  had schedu led  p o li t ic a l r a l l ie s  fo r  the sam e day in  
E u ta w , an im p o s s ib le  s itu a t io n  w ith  the D e m o c ra ts  on one side  o f 
the c o u rth o use  squa re  and the R a d ic a ls  on the o th e r . The 
D e m o c ra ts  f in is h e d  th e ir  m e e ting  f i r s t  then cam e a ro un d  to 
h a ra ss  the R e p u b lica n s , som e o f the young w h ite  hotb loods p re s s in g
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r ig h t  up to  the s p e a k e r 's  ro s tru m . H ays , who was m o s t o bn ox­
ious  to the w h ite s , was a d v ise d  a g a in s t speaking  but co u ra g e o u s ly  
p e rs is te d . A s  he m ounted  a tab le  to beg in  h is  a d d re s s , som eone 
pushed h im  o v e r , and a g e n e ra l m e le e  ensued in v o lv in g  an open 
f i r e - f ig h t  between the b lacks  and the b e t te r -a rm e d  w h ite s .
R e po rts  o f c a s u a ltie s  v a r ie d ,  the ra d ic a ls  d e te rm in in g  th a t f iv e  
b lacks  had been k i l le d  and f i f t y - f o u r  wounded, the c o n s e rv a tiv e s  
c la im in g  th a t o n ly  one b la c k  was k i l le d .  The N e g ro e s , who had 
in i t ia l ly ,  and w ith  som e d is c re t io n ,  taken  f l ig h t ,  f in a l ly  r a l l ie d  
and p re p a re d  to do b a ttle  when the lo c a l a rm y  d e ta chm en t was 
m u s te re d  and in te rp o s e d  betw een the two w a r r in g  g ro up s .
T h is  in c id e n t re c e iv e d  p re d ic ta b le  t re a tm e n t in  the p re s s , 
ra d ic a l e d ito rs  p ro c la im in g  i t  to be a p e r fe c t  exam p le  o f re b e l 
re c a lc it ra n c e  and c o n s e rv a tiv e s  t re a t in g  i t  ra th e r  b la n d ly  as a 
case o f young boys le t t in g  o ff  s team  by f i r in g  th e ir  guns in  the 
a ir .  Hays re c a lle d  a f te r  the in c id e n t th a t he was to ld  by a w h ite  
m an , p ro b a b ly  f ro m  M is s is s ip p i,  "W e ll,  you sen t fo r  y o u r U n ited  
S ta tes S en a to r, and fo r  y o u r g o v e rn o r , and fo r  y o u r  U n ite d  S ta tes 
o f f ic e r ,  and fo r  y o u r m e m b e r o f C ong ress  to com e h e re , and,
God dam n you, we have cleaned  you a l l  out. "  G o v e rn o r S m ith  
p re s s e d  a n o th e r e n e rg e tic  in v e s t ig a tio n  o f th is  in c id e n t,  and 
a ltho ug h  s e v e ra l w h ite s  w e re  a r re s te d  and in d ic te d , th e re  w e re  
no c o n v ic tio n s  because o f re lu c ta n c e  on the p a r t  o f w itn e s s e s .
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in c lu d in g  C o ng re ssm a n  H a ys , to  te s t ify .  Thus , even though no 
m a ske d  m en  w e re  in v o lv e d  in  th is  a f fa ir ,  the t e r r o r  o f the K la n  
was becom ing  u nb ea ra b le  fo r  the R a d ic a l p a r ty .  T h is  was the 
"K u  K lu x  s p i r i t "  tha t P ro fe s s o r  F le m in g  a llu d e d  to , but i t  was 
m o re  than s im p le  w h ite  c o o p e ra tio n : i t  was a d e te rm in a tio n  to 
p u rge  th e ir  c o u n try  o f ra d ic a ls  a t any cost.
In  a l l  o f these m a jo r  K la n  episodes th e re  was g e n e ra l ly  
the charge  o r  a l ib i th a t the o u tra g es  w e re  the w o rk  o f o u ts id e rs .
In  th is  s e c tio n  they w e re  u s u a lly  sa id  to com e f ro m  M is s is s ip p i,  
in  the n o r th , f ro m  Tennessee , and o v e r in  the east G eo rg ians  
re c e iv e d  m uch o f the b lam e. Indeed , th e re  does seem  to  have 
been m uch c o llu s io n  between dens when th e re  was any s e r io u s  o r 
c r i t i c a l  w o rk  to be done, though g e n e ra l ly  the a ss is ta n c e  was not 
f ro m  so fa r  aw ay. T h is  p ro v id e d  the lo c a l K la n s m e n , m any o f w hom  
w e re  known to the a u th o r it ie s ,  w ith  a p e r fe c t a l ib i.  T hey  w e re  
a lw a ys  hom e tend ing  a s ic k  w ife  o r  p e r fo rm in g  som e o th e r such 
m is s io n  when a c a p ita l K la n  o u tra g e  o c c u r re d . The re v e rs e  
was t ru e  a ls o , as M is s is s ip p i dens c a lle d  f re q u e n t ly  upon th e ir
^ ^ Ib id . , 14 -15 , 8 0 -8 1 , 221, 268 -7 1 , 207 -1 0 , 317, 319, 
327, 348 -5 4 , 423, 1170, 1784, 1836; C o n g re s s io n a l G lo be , 41st 
C o n g re ss , 3d sess. , 573, and A p p e n d ix , 111 ; H u n ts v il le  A dvo ca te , 
O ct. 30, 1870; M o n tg o m e ry  A la b a m a  State  J o u rn a l, Nov. 2, 1870; 
L iv in g s to n  J o u rn a l, O c t. 28, 1870; E utaw  W hig  and O b s e rv e r , O ct. 
27, 1870; T re le a s e , W h ite  T e r r o r , 272; D uB ose , A la b a m a 's  
T ra g ic  Decade, 247; F le m in g , C iv i l  W a r and R e c o n s tru c tio n , 
6 86 -87 .
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A la b a m a  f r ie n d s  fo r  h e lp  in  e lim in a t in g  p a r t ic u la r ly  obnoxious 
ra d ic a ls .  M is s is s ip p i R e pu b lica ns  w e re  h u r t  and in censed  by the 
K u  K lu x  "w ave  / t h a t /  has o fte n  com e o v e r upon us f ro m  A la b a m a . "  
John H u n n ic u tt, the P ic k e n s  C ounty K la n s m a n  who le f t  a fa s c in a t­
in g  accoun t o f h is  ro le  in  the s e c re t s o c ie ty , to ld  o f s e v e ra l 
"e x c it in g "  deeds w h ich  he was c a lle d  upon to do fo r  h is  n e ig h bo rs  
a c ro s s  the s ta te  lin e .  One of these , in c re d ib ly ,  in v o lv e d  h im s e lf  
and a f r ie n d  s e c re tin g  th e m se lve s  in s id e  a Low ndes County / Mi s s J  
p o ll in g  p lace  in  the 1870 e le c tio n s  and exchang ing  o v e r s ix  hundred  
R a d ic a l vo tes fo r  D e m o c ra tic  ones.
E ls e w h e re  in  the w e s te rn  se c tio n , co n d itio n s  w e re  m uch 
the sam e as in  G reene C ounty. S u m te r, on the M is s is s ip p i l in e ,  
p ro b a b ly  had m o re  su s ta in e d  and w id e s p re a d  te r r o r is m  than any 
o th e r coun ty . A t  L iv in g s to n ,  G a in e s v ille , o th e r s m a ll c o m m u n i­
tie s ,  and in  the r u r a l  a re a s , the K la n  ranged  q u ite  f re e ly .  The 
R a d ic a l s h e r if f .  A , W . D i l la r d ,  was a fr a id  to ve n tu re  in to  some 
p a r ts  o f h is  coun ty  because o f K la n  w a rn in g s  and e v e n tu a lly  
re s ig n e d  out o f fear and fu t i l i t y .  A  N e g ro  le g is la to r  f ro m  the 
coun ty  besought the g o v e rn o r to e ith e r  send a "g o od  s tro n g  fo r c e "
R e c o n s tru c t io n  in  W est A la b a m a , 75-78 ,
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o f s o ld ie rs  to the coun ty  o r to say no th ing  because " lo u d  sounding 
p ro c la m a t io n s "  o n ly  m ade m a tte rs  w o rs e .
A  m a jo r  K la n  p ro je c t  in  S u m te r fo r  som e t im e  had been 
the e lim in a t io n  o f G e ra rd  C houtteau, a R e p u b lic a n  p la n te r  and 
p h y s ic ia n . C houtteau was the fo re m o s t p o l i t ic a l o rg a n iz e r  o f the 
b la c k s , and he c o n tin u a lly  adm on ish ed  the m  to a rm  fo r  p ro te c t io n  
and to  s tand  up f o r  th e ir  r ig h ts .  H is  a c tio n s  w e re  c o n s id e re d  by 
m o s t w h ite s  to  be " p re ju d ic ia l to the g e n e ra l w e lfa re  o f the coun ty . "  
He was h a ra s s e d  by the K la n  so p e rs is te n t ly  th a t he k e p t a rm e d  
g ua rd s  a ro un d  h im  but the t e r r o r  was too m u ch  fo r  h is  f a m ily  and 
he was fo rc e d  to m ove  in to  the coun ty  seat o f L iv in g s to n .  The 
a tta c k s  a g a in s t h im  co n tin ue d  even th e re , and f in a l ly ,  on A u g u s t 12, 
1869, the K la n  came in to  tow n in  fo rc e  and la id  se ige  to C h ou ttea u 's  
hom e, k i l l in g  a w h ite  m an , John C o b len tz , who had s id ed  w ith  h im . 
On the sam e n ig h t N e g ro  le g is la to r  G eorge  H ouston  f e l l  v ic t im  to  an 
a tta c k  f ro m  the sam e K u  K lu x  band and su s ta in ed  a s e r io u s  b u lle t  
w ound. The c o n s e rv a tiv e  L iv in g s to n  p aper p la y e d  down these in c i ­
den ts , c h a r a c te r is t ic a l ly  b la m in g  the whole  s itu a t io n  on the " in c e n ­
d ia r y  co n d u c t'' o f Choutteau  and H ouston. B u t the p re s s u re  was 
o b v io u s ly  too  m uch fo r  these tw o , and the K la n  won its  v ic to ry
^ ^ Ib id . , "A la b a m a  T e s t im o n y ,"  998 -1002 , 1574-76 ; G eorge  
H ouston  to Gov. S m ith , L iv in g s to n ,  A ug . 13, 1869, A . W . D i l la r d  to 
G ov. S m ith , L iv in g s to n ,  A ug . 14, 1869, G o v e rn o r 's  C o rre sp o n d e n ce , 
A la b a m a  D e p a rtm e n t o f A rc h iv e s  and H is to ry .
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when both C houtteau and H ouston  p e rm a n e n tly  d e p a rte d  the coun ty . 
T ro o p s  w e re  d isp a tch e d  to  S u m te r C oun ty te m p o ra r i ly ,  but aga in  
G o v e rn o r S m ith  d e c lin e d  to go fu r th e r .
Th in gs  qu ie ten e d  in  S u m te r d u r in g  the e a r ly  p a r t  o f 1870, 
but as the c a m p a ig n  o f th a t f a l l  q u icke n ed  so d id  the tu rb u le n c e . A  
n u m b e r o f R e pu b lica n  ra l l ie s  w e re  d is ru p te d , and the b la cks  began to 
a rm  th e m s e lv e s  fo r  re s is ta n c e . The p o s s ib i l i ty  o f open c o n f lic t  was 
s e r io u s  and even c o n s e rv a tiv e s  showed a la rm .  Some o f them  con­
c u r re d  in  the need o f tro o p s . One re s id e n t re p o r te d  tha t " i f  some 
s ta b il iz in g  fo rc e  is  no t b ro ug h t to th is  C ounty q u ic k ly  . . . in s u r re c ­
t io n  m ay soon be upon u s . "  The w o rs t  fe a rs  seem ed  c o n firm e d  on 
the tw e lf th  o f A u g u s t, when ru m o rs  c ir c u la te d  in  the coun ty  tha t hun ­
d re d s  o f a rm e d  b lacks  w e re  co m in g  in to  L iv in g s to n  f ro m  the n o r th e rn  
p a r t  o f the coun ty  to a tte nd  a R e pu b lica n  co nve n tio n . W h ite s  a rm e d  
th e m s e lv e s  fo r  the p ro s p e c tiv e  c o n f lic t  and c a lle d  in  re in fo rc e m e n ts  
f ro m  the a re a s . M e a n w h ile , a p a r ty  o f som e 200 w h ite  m en  rode 
o ut w ith  the s h e r if f  to m e e t the b lack  "a rm y . "  The re p o r ts  p ro ved  to 
be e xa g g e ra tio n s  as le s s  than f i f t y  N egroes  w e re  e nco un te red , not a l l  
o f w hom  w e re  a rm e d . These , h o w e ve r, w e re  d is a rm e d  and tu rne d  
b ack , and the R e p u b lica n  co nve n tio n  was d e la ye d  fo r  som e days.
B oth  s ides  defended th e ir  a c tio n s  and den ied  any w ron g  in te n tio n s
L iv in g s to n  J o u rn a l, A ug . 20, 1869.
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but i t  was in d ic a t iv e  o f the  m e rc u r ia l s itu a t io n  th a t f in a l ly  e ru p te d  
in  a m in o r  f r a y  a t L iv in g s to n  in  O c to b e r tha t was s im i la r  and 
a c tu a lly  a p re lu d e  to  the E utaw  " r io t .
F u r th e r  n o r th  in  the w e s te rn  t ie r  o f c o u n tie s , the K u K lu x  
s itu a t io n  was a lso  d e p lo ra b le  in  1869 and 1870, but the m o re  n o r th ­
w a rd  one w ent, away f r o m  the B la c k  B e lt,  the le s s  w id e s p re a d  i t  
seem ed and the le s s  u n iv e rs a l was its  s u p p o rt. P ic k e n s  and 
T u sca loo sa  co un ties  had v ir u le n t  t e r r o r is m ,  p a r t i c u la r ly  the la t te r  
w h ere  R y la n d  Rando lph  and h is  T u sca lo o sa  Independent M o n ito r  con­
t in u e d  an u n re le n tin g  re m o n s tra n c e  a g a in s t ra d ic a l is m  in  any fo rm .  
A n  e x c e p tio n a l so re  spo t w ith  R andolph had been fo r  some t im e  the 
U n iv e rs ity  o f A la b a m a , w h ich  was reopened by the R e p u b lica n  a d m in ­
is t r a t io n  in  1868. He c a r r ie d  on an u n re le n tin g  a tta c k  upon the ra d i­
c a l fa c u lty  and s tud e n ts , la b e lin g  m any o f them  jo u r n a l is t ic a l ly  as 
p ro p e r  su b je c ts  fo r  "K u  K lu x in g . "  H is  t ira d e s  f in a l ly  le d  to a s h oo t­
out on a T u sca loo sa  th o ro u g h fa re  between a s tud e n t and h im s e lf  
w h ich  re s u lte d  in  the lo s s  o f a leg  fo r  the dough ty but b igo ted  e d ito r .  
R a nd o lp h 's  ca m p a ig n  was s u c c e s s fu l, h o w e v e r, (the K la n , too , had
to  G ov. S m ith , W a sh ing ton , June 24, 1870, S h e r if f  A . E . M o o re  
to  Gov. S m ith , L iv in g s to n ,  J u ly  26, 1870, and B e lm o n t, A ug . 1, 
1870, H e n ry  Bum pus to Gov. S m ith , G a in e s v ille , A ug . 5, 1870, 
W. B. Jones to Gov. S m ith  ( te le g ra m ) , D e m o p o iis , A ug. 4, 1870, 
in  G o v e rn o r 's  C o rre sp on d en ce , A la b a m a  D e p a rtm e n t o f A rc h iv e s  
and H is to ry ;  L iv in g s to n  J o u rn a l, A ug . 5, 1870; D a m e r, When the 
K u  K lu x  Rode, 144-45; T re le a s e , W h ite  T e r r o r , 251 -52 .
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been th re a te n in g  the co lle g e  c o m m u n ity ) , and the sch oo l was 
aga in  suspended in  1870. I t  was re o rg a n iz e d  a ga in  and p e rm a ­
n e n tly  reopened a y e a r la te r  und e r le s s  p a r tis a n  and s u b je c tiv e  
c irc u m s ta n c e s .
A p a r t  f ro m  the vendetta  a g a in s t the u n iv e rs i ty ,  the 
T u sca loo sa  C ounty K la n  was v ig i la n t  as w e ll a g a in s t in d iv id u a ls  o f 
both  ra ce s  who m ade m uch  d e m o n s tra t io n  o f th e ir  R a d ic a l p a r ty  
p re fe re n c e s . In  the w e s te rn  p a r t  o f the coun ty , a ro u n d  the S ipsey  
r i v e r  a re a  w h ich  e m b ra ce d  p o r tio n s  o f P ic k e n s  C oun ty as w e ll,  
th e re  deve loped  w hat a pp ea re d  to be a s y s te m a tic  ca m p a ig n  to  d r iv e  
the m o re  ou tspoken  R e p u b lica n  N egroes out o f the a re a , and i t  was 
re la t iv e ly  s u c c e s s fu l. L a rg e  n um be rs  o f b la c k s  — and som e w h ite  
ra d ic a ls  — w e re  th re a te n e d , w h ipped , and o th e rw is e  h a ra s s e d  
u n t i l  they sought re fug e  in  M is s is s ip p i o r  e ls e w h e re . A s one such 
re fug e e  la te r  re c a lle d  i t ,  " th e y  p u t out an o ra tio n  th a t they  
in ten de d  to w h ip  e v e ry  dam ned n ig g e r th a t vo ted . The s h e r if f
seem ed to ta l ly  in ca p a b le  o f s te m m in g  the  v io le n c e , unable  even a t 
t im e s  to ra is e  an adequate posse to p u rsue  the d is g u is e d  c u lp r its .  
E ven  the ra d ic a ls  w e re  co nce rn ed  about the " in te m p e ra te n e s s "  o f
^ ^ Ib id . , 112 -1 4 , 417 -1 8 ; F le m in g ,  C iv i l  W a r and R e con ­
s tru c t io n ,  611 -15 .
^ '^ Ib id . , 1993-95 .
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S h e r if f  T . P . L e w is  and b la m e d  m uch  o f th e ir  tro u b le  on h is  
in co m p e te n ce . B u t the f u t i l i t y  o f a r re s ts  and t r ia ls  was app a ren t 
to the m o re  r e a lis t ic  R e p u b lic a n s , fo r  as one co m p la in e d  to the 
g o v e rn o r , "how  can we be su re  th a t e v e ry  w h ite  m an on the ju r y  
does not be long  to  the K K 's .  "  Such w h in ing  was ju s t i f ia b le  to the 
ra d ic a ls ,  m any o f whose v e ry  l iv e s  w o re  in  je o p a rd y . T hey  no 
doubt f e l t ,  as d id  M a y o r W o o d ru ff o f T u s c a lo o s a , th a t th e ir  s e c tio n  
and the w hole  re p u ta tio n  o f the s ta te  was be ing  " s a c r i f ic e d  upon 
th is  M o lo c h  o f re b e l hate . "
In  F a y e tte  C oun ty, ju s t  n o r th  o f T u sca lo o sa  and P ic k e n s , 
th e re  was an u nusua l K u  K lu x  s itu a t io n  by th is  t im e . The K la n , 
w h ich  had go tten  o ff  to a s lo w  s ta r t  th e re , was by 1869, in  a lm o s t 
c o m p le te  c o n tro l o f the coun ty . T h e re  was a lso  an a n t i-K la n  g ro up , 
w h ich  s ty le d  i t s e l f  the "M o s s y b a c k s , "  com posed m o s t ly  o f Union 
a rm y  v e te ra n s , but the K u  K lu x  c le a r ly  had the u p p e r hand. T h e re  
w e re  fo u r  dens in  the co un ty , com posed la rg e ly  o f young m en of 
l i t t le  p ro p e r ty ,  and th e ir  o b je c t was c le a r ly  m o re  ra c is t  than  
p o li t ic a l.  O n ly  a few  b la cks  l iv e d  in  F a y e tte  C ounty and the K la n  
seem ed d e te rm in e d  to d is p la c e  the m  a ll .  The U n ite d  S ta tes D is t r ic t  
A tto rn e y  e s tim a te d  in  1871 tha t the b la c k  p o p u la tio n  had d w in d le d
1869, J . C. L o o m is  to Gov. S m ith , T u s c a lo o s a , M a y  11, 1869, 
M a y o r D . W o o d ru ff to G ov. S m ith , M a y  26, 1869, G o v e rn o r 's  
C o rre s p o n d e n c e , A la b a m a  D e p a rtm e n t o f  A rc h iv e s  and H is to ry .
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u n t i l  th e re  w e re  p ro b a b ly  not m any m o re  than  f i f t y  N egroes  in  the 
e n t ire  coun ty  and tha t as m any as fo r ty  had been k i l le d  in  the 
p re v io u s  two y e a rs . The K la n  rode  roughshod  o v e r the lo c a l 
a u th o r it ie s ,  and the R a d ic a l s h e r if f  was a c tu a lly  in d ic te d  s e v e ra l 
t im e s  on charges  o f v o lu n ta ry  escape, th a t is ,  re fu s in g  to h o ld  
accused  K la n s m e n  out o f fe a r  fo r  h is  own l i fe .  One o f h is  depu ties  
was ch arged  w ith  p e tty  la rc e n y  on a n o th e r o cca s io n  fo r  c o n fis c a t­
in g  tw o  K la n  u n ifo rm s . On s e v e ra l o ccas io n s  d is g u is e d  m en rode  
in to  F a y e tte v i l le ,  the coun ty  sea t, d u r in g  c o u r t se ss ion s  fo r  the 
pu rpo se  o f in t im id a tin g  the ju r ie s .  T h e re  was r e a lly  l i t t le  need 
fo r  th a t, h o w e ve r, because no c o n v ic tio n s  cou ld  be o b ta ined  a g a in s t 
the  few  K u K lu x e rs  who w e re  a r re s te d  as sum m onsed  w itn e sse s  
w o u ld  in v a r ia b ly  f a i l  to app ea r.
In  the s u m m e r o f 1870 d is g u is e d  m en im p e r io u s ly  rode  
in to  F a y e tte v i l le  and h e ld  a co nven tion  in  the co u rth o u se , a long 
w ith  som e o f th e ir  u nm asked  f r ie n d s ,  fo r  the p u rpo se  o f n o m in a t­
in g  c o n s e rv a tiv e  cand idates fo r  o ff ic e . T h in gs  f in a l ly  becam e so 
bad th a t S h e r if f  T re a d w a y  was fo rc e d  to  m ove f ro m  the co un ty  seat 
to a c o m m u n ity  some f if te e n  m ile s  away fo r  h is  own p ro te c t io n .
He re p e a te d ly  re q ue s ted  tro o p s  f ro m  G e n e ra l C ra w fo rd  and 
"m a r s h a ll  law  ^ i ^ "  f ro m  G o v e rn o r S m ith . A n  a rm y  d e ta chm en t 
f in a l ly  a r r iv e d  in  la te  O c tob e r and fo r  a t im e  s u pp o rted  the s h e r if f  
in  a r re s t in g  suspected  K la n s m e n . B ut i t  was to l i t t le  a v a il because .
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as the d e ta chm en t co m m a n d e r re p o rte d :
I t  seem s im p o s s ib le  to b r in g  these  p a r t ie s  to  ju s ­
t ic e  any fu r th e r  than  to re le a s e  them  upon b a il  to
a pp ea r b e fo re  the n ex t te rm  o f the c ir c u i t  c o u r t and 
. . . th is  p lan  has . . . fa i le d  in  each case, f o r  the 
re a son  th a t the w itn e s s e s  leave  the c o u n try  a t the 
t im e  o f the t r ia l ,  and thus the case is  co m p e lle d  to 
s tand  o v e r o r  be d is m is s e d .
The y e a rs  1868 and 1869, then , seem  to have m a rk e d  s o m e th in g  o f
a w a te rs h e d  p e r io d  in  the h is to r y  o f the K u K lu x  in  A la b a m a  R e con ­
s tru c t io n .  M uch  o f the t e r r o r is m  was c le a r ly  r a c ia l ly  in s p ire d ,  
though th e re  is  l i t t le  doubt th a t the p o l i t ic a l  s itu a t io n  u nd e r 
G o v e rn o r S m ith , the d is e s te e m e d  le g is la tu re ,  and a p re d o m in a n tly  
R a d ic a l lo c a l o ff ic ia ld o m  p ro du ced  an e n v iro n m e n t conduc ive  to the 
r a c is t  t e r r o r is m .  P eo p le  lo s t  fa ith  in  and had l i t t le  re s p e c t fo r  
a u th o r ity ,  w h ich  a p p a re n tly  w as, in  m a n y a re a s , l i t t le  d e s e rv in g  
o f re s p e c t. The re s u lt  was th a t a g re a t d ea l o f ra c is m  and c o m ­
m on  c r im in a l i ty  w h ich  w o u ld  have re m a in e d  su bm erg e d  in  a m o re  
n o rm a l s itu a t io n  was a llo w e d  to m a n ife s t i t s e l f  in  the K u  K lu x
A t  the same t im e  i t  w ou ld  be in c o r re c t  to  u n d e rp la y  the 
p o l i t ic a l  ro le  o f the K la n  a fte r  1868. T h e re  w e re  e le c tio n s  in  1869
^^K u  K lu x  R e p o r t , "A la b a m a  T e s t im o n y ,"  543 -50 , 559, 
1172, 1763; F . U. T re a d w a y  to Gov. S m ith , F a y e tte , O ct. 31, 
1870, G o v e rn o r 's  C o rre s p o n d e n c e , A la b a m a  D e p a rtm e n t o f 
A rc h iv e s  and H is to ry ;  R e p o rts  o f L t .  John B a te m a n, F a y e tte v i l le ,  
O c t. 24, O ct. 30, 1870, A G O , P a p e rs  S u b m itte d  to  C o m m itte e  on 
S ou the rn  O u tra g e s , RG 94, N A  ( m ic ro f i lm ) .
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and a ga in  in  1870, and in c re a s e s  o f K u  K lu x  v io le n c e , e s p e c ia lly  
in  a re a s  w h e re  b la c k  vo tes  w e re  c r i t i c a l ,  can c e r ta in ly  be c o r r e ­
la te d  to  those  ca m p a ig n s . E ven  when th e re  was no e le c tio n  
im m in e n t,  m uch  o f the K la n  te r r o r ,  w h ich  m ig h t be r a c ia l ly  o r 
c r im in a l ly  in s p ire d ,  was s t i l l  g iven  a p o l i t ic a l  tw is t .  H a rd ly  a 
b la c k  p e rs o n  who was e v e r w h ipped  o r  m is tr e a te d  s im p ly  fo r  being 
a b la c k  p e rs o n  d id  not re c e iv e  s tro n g  in fe re n c e  f r o m  h is  p e rs e c u to rs  
th a t h is  p o l i t ic s  was a l l  w ro n g  too.
The w a te rs h e d  a spe c t o f these y e a rs  f o r  K la n is m  is  u n d e r­
s c o re d  by the n o tic e a b le  d ec rea se  in  K u  K lu x - ty p e  o u tra g es  a fte r  
1870. P a r t  o f th is  is  a tt r ib u ta b le  to the e le c t io n s  o f th a t y e a r 
w h ic h  saw the in s ta l la t io n  o f a D e m o c ra tic  re g im e  u n d e r G o v e rn o r 
L in d s a y . The K la n  co u ld  no doubt c la im  som e c re d it  fo r  th a t con­
s e rv a tiv e  v ic to r y  fo r  d e sp ite  an o v e r a l l  in c re a s e  in  the R e pu b lica n  
vo te  o f som e 1310 o v e r  the 1868 p re s id e n tia l e le c t io n , th e re  was a 
s ta r t l in g  d ec rea se  in  the R e p u b lica n  co lu m n  in  som e h e a v ily  b la c k  
co un ties  w h e re  the K la n  had been m o s t a c tiv e . In  S u m te r and 
G reene th is  was m o s t d ra m a t ic :  in  the fo r m e r  the D e m o c ra ts  had 
a 617 vo te  m a jo r i t y  in  1870 co m p are d  to a 1047 lo s s  in  1868 and in  
the la t te r  a m a jo r i t y  o f 35 c o m p a re d  to an 1868 lo s s  o f 2058. 
T u s c a lo o s a  C oun ty , w h ich  w ent D e m o c ra tic  in  both  o f these e le c ­
t io n s , n e v e rth e le s s  showed a d ec rea se  o f a lm o s t 400 vo tes fo r  the
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so m e th in g  caused b la c k  v o te rs  to s tay  aw ay f ro m  the p o lls  in  
som e p lace s  and th a t K la n  in t im id a tio n s  w e re  p ro b a b ly  a la rg e  
p a r t  o f i t ,  shou ld  not be o v e r ra te d . T h e re  was a g re a t d ea l 
m o re  to th is  e le c tio n  ca m p a ig n  than K la n  v io le n c e , not the le a s t 
o f w h ich  was the s u b s ta n t ia lly  in c re a s e d  D e m o c ra tic  vo te  and the 
p re v io u s ly  d is c u s s e d  in te r  p a r ty  f r ic t io n s  (S ena to r S pe n ce r's  
m a c h in a tio n s ) w h ich  p lagued  the R a d ic a ls . I t  sh ou ld  a lso  be 
no ted  th a t the R e pu b lica n  vo te  in  o th e r K la n - in fe s te d  s e c tio n s , 
such as M a d is o n  C oun ty in  the n o r th , was not m a rk e d ly  decrea sed .
The D e m o c ra tic  p a r ty  w as, fo r  w h a te v e r the re a so n s , 
te m p o ra r i ly  re e s ta b lis h e d  in  1870. G o v e rn o r L in d s a y  launched  a 
c o n s e rv a tiv e  a d m in is tr a t io n  w h ich  in c lu d e d  the re p la c in g  o f m a n y 
lo c a l R a d ic a l o f f ic ia ls ,  and m uch  o f the avowed m o t iv a tio n  fo r  the 
K la n  d isap p ea re d . The K la n  d id  not d isa p p e a r. T h e re  w o u ld  be K u  
K lu x - ty p e  o u tra g es  fo r  som e t im e  to com e, but n e v e r a ga in  to  the 
e x te n t o f the peak y e a rs  o f 1869 and 1870. In  1872 and 1874, in  
the p o li t ic a l w a rs  o f those  y e a rs , some K la n  s p i r i t  was n o tice d  
a ro u n d  the s ta te , bu t the c lim a te  was no lo n g e r fa v o ra b le  — the 
s u p p o rt was gone and p a r t is a n  o p p o s itio n  had becom e fo rm id a b le .
'^^A la b a m a  M a n ua l and S ta t is t ic a l R e g is te r  F o r  1872, 
x x x v i i i - x x x ix ;  A la b a m a  M anua l and S ta t is t ic a l R e g is te r  F o r  1875, 
9 9-10 0 . '
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C H A P T E R  X I
TH E  A L A B A M A  K L A N :
O PP O S ED , i n v e s t i g a t e d , O U T L A W E D , F IN IS H E D
Head Q trs ,  3 D iv . K K K  
M a y  28 CM D
S pe c ia l O rd e r  
No. 69
A s the K la n  has fo r  some tim e  been id le  and now 
w ish e s  m o re  w o rk , you a re  in  ten days to take  the l i fe  
o f Jacob  F is h e r  i f  he is  to  be found  and in  p ro o f  th a t i t  
has been done you a re  to b r in g  in  h is  head w h ic h  is  to 
be p re s e rv e d  in  the a rc h iv e s  o f the K la n .
B y  o rd e r  o f ,
B. G. P . U.
G o v e rn o r S m ith  had p laye d  down the K la n  t e r r o r  f r o m  its  
b eg in n ing . N o t th a t he d id  not b e lie v e  i t  was happen ing  (he had too 
m a n y d ire c t  c o m p la in ts  and p ro te s ts  fo r  th a t) , but a p p a re n tly  he 
w as n e v e r co nv in ce d  o f the w id e s p re a d  n a tu re  o f i t ,  o r  he w ould  
n o t a d m it i t  p u b lic ly .  H is  a c tio n s  in d ic a te  som e b e lie f  th a t i t  
co u ld  be c o n tro lle d  by lo c a l o f f ic ia ls  i f  they  a c ted  p ro m p t ly  and 
v ig o ro u s ly .  In  a c ir c u la r  le t te r  th a t w ent o u t to a l l  s h e r if fs  in  
F e b ru a ry ,  1869, he re m in d e d  the m  th a t the y  had "a m p le  a u th o r ity "  
u nd e r s ta te  law  and th ro u g h  the use o f the posse c o m ita tu s  to
^ K la n  n o tic e  in  1869 fo ld e r .  G o v e rn o r 's  C o rre sp o n d e n ce , 
A la b a m a  D e p a rtm e n t o f A rc h iv e s  and H is to ry .  The p lace  o f o r ig in  is  
unknow n as is  the  th re a te n e d  Jacob F is h e r .  G lue  re s id u e  on back in ­
d ica te s  the m essage  had been p la s te re d  on a w a ll  o r  d o o r som ep lace .
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p ro te c t  a l l  c it iz e n s  and th a t he expec ted  i t  to be done. The m i l i ­
ta r y  was s tan d ing  by, he noted, and i f  a b s o lu te ly  n e c e s s a ry  they  
cou ld  be c a lle d  upon to " r e n d e r  the re q u is ite  a s s is ta n c e . "  B u t, 
as we have seen, he n e v e r b e lie v e d  the b re akd ow n  o f a u th o r ity  o r 
the th re a t  to the R a d ic a l o rd e r  to  be s e r io u s  enough to w a r ra n t  the 
p o l i t ic a l  and s o c ia l r is k s  o f a m i l i t ia  m u s te r  o r  a d e c la ra t io n  o f 
m a r t ia l  la w . He w as, o f c o u rs e , c a te r in g  so m e w ha t to the c o n s e r­
v a tiv e  s ide  in  th is , and m any o f h is  m o re  ra d ic a l co n s titu e n ts  w e re  
p e r tu rb e d . I t  was th is  s o r t  o f p o l i t ic a l  p ro v in c ia l is m  th a t he lped  
p ro du ce  the  r i f t  in  A la b a m a  R e p u b lic a n is m . S en a to r S pencer and 
o th e rs  who had m o re  o f a n a tio n a l p a r ty  o u tlo o k  and who w e re  
g re a t ly  co nce rned  w ith  the fe d e ra l p a tro n ag e  w o u ld  e v e n tu a lly  d is ­
a s s o c ia te  th e m s e lv e s  to  som e deg ree  f r o m  S m ith , S ena to r 
W a rn e r , and such p s u e d o -ra d ic a ls  as e x -G o v e rn o r  P a rs o n s  and 
fo r m  a lm o s t a se pa ra te  R a d ic a l c liq u e  in  the s ta te  p o w e r s t ru c tu re .
G o v e rn o r S m ith , on the o th e r hand, was n o t una w a re  o f 
the dam age th a t the K u  K lu x  K la n  was do ing  to  the p a r ty  and to 
in d iv id u a l R a d ic a ls . He showed m uch s y m p a th y  fo r  K la n  v ic t im s ,  
c o n s is te n tly  p re s s e d  in v e s tig a tio n s  o f m o re  n o to r io u s  o u tra g e s , 
and k e p t p re s s u re  on lo c a l law  e n fo rc e m e n t a ge nc ies  to do th e ir
^Q uoted in  A th e ns  W e e k ly  P o s t,  Feb . 16, 1869; noted in  
s e v e ra l o th e r p a p e rs , in c lu d in g  H u n ts v il le  A d v o c a te , Feb . 18, 
1869, and L iv in g s to n  J o u rn a l, Feb . 21, 1869.
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d uty. He was caught in  the p o l i t ic a l  d ile m m a  o f t r y in g  to  h o ld  the 
ra th e r  f lu id  R e pu b lica n  m a jo r it y  to g e th e r w ith o u t to ta l ly  a lie n a t­
in g  the m ass o f A la ba m a  w h ite s . He c le a r ly  id e n t if ie d  w ith  the la t ­
te r  g roup  m o re  than  h is  b la c k  co n s titu e n c y . T h e re  w e re  m o ra l and 
e con om ic  ra m if ic a t io n s  to h is  p ro b le m  as w e ll:  a lthough  a hum ane 
and gen tle  m an and o b v io u s ly  d is tre s s e d  by the b ru ta l i t y ,  he w ould  
not a d m it to  the e p id e m ic  c h a ra c te r  o f the K la n  p ro b le m  fo r  tha t 
w o u ld  be an a d m is s io n  o f h is  own w eakness and a ls o  s e rv e  to d is ­
co urage  o u ts id e  f in a n c ia l in v e s tm e n t w h ich  was d e s p e ra te ly  needed 
in  A la b a m a . So he m a in ta in e d  so m e th in g  o f a h e a d - in - th e -s a n d  
a tt itu d e  to w a rd  the w ho le  bus in e ss ; do ing  w h a t he co u ld  as e x i­
gencies dem anded, w h ile  a t the sam e t im e  m a in ta in in g  the p u b lic  
facade  th a t the v io le n c e  was u nd e r c o n tro l in  the  s ta te . In  
S ep tem be r, 1868, S m ith  showed h is  a m b iv a le n c y  when he w ent 
a long  w ith  a d e le g a tio n  to W a sh ing ton  to p re s e n t a m e m o r ia l to 
P re s id e n t Johnson  f ro m  the n ew ly  convened sta te  le g is la tu re  
re q u e s tin g  m o re  tro o p s  fo r  the K la n -ra v a g e d  s ta te . He u n d e r­
m ine d  the u rg e n c y  o f the re q u e s t by te l l in g  the p re s s  tha t the  d is ­
tu rb a n c e s  w e re  q u ite  lo c a liz e d  and th a t tro o p s  w e re  not re a l ly
F le m in g ,  C iv i l  W a r and R e c o n s tru c t io n , 6 94 -9 5 . F o r  
the m e m o r ia l see A c ts  o f the S essions o f J u ly , S ep tem be r and 
N o v e m b e r, 1868, o f the G en e ra l A s s e m b ly  o f A la ba m a  . . . . , 292.
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3 2 7
The v io le n c e  a s s o c ia te d  w ith  the N o v e m b e r e le c t io n  was 
n e v e rth e le s s , enough to convince  G o v e rn o r S m ith  th a t th e re  was 
re a l dan ge r fo r  the p a r ty  in  the K la n  m o ve m en t. One m e m b e r o f 
the le g is la tu re ,  M . T , C ro s s la n d , had a lle g e d ly  been k i l le d  by 
m asked  m en^ and m any o th e rs  had been a s s a u lte d  o r  th rea ten e d ; 
hence, when the s ta te  a s s e m b ly  m e t in  N o v e m b e r, the g o v e rn o r 
c a lle d  upon i t  to  in v e s t ig a te  the a c t iv it ie s  o f the s e c re t s o c ie ty  w ith  
an eye to w a rd  som e le g is la t iv e  e nac tm ent a g a in s t i t .  The co m m itte e  
appo in te d  to in v e s t ig a te  the s itu a t io n  made its  re p o r t  on D e cem be r 
14, 1868, w h ich  a tte s te d  to the fa c t tha t th e re  was indeed  " . . .  a 
s e c re t o rg a n iz a tio n  o f m en , who d isg u ise  th e m se lve s  w ith  m a sks  
and o th e r co s tu m e , f o r  the purpose  o f c o m m itt in g  c r im e s  and o u t­
ra g es  upon peaceab le  and la w -a b id in g  c it iz e n s . "  The o rg a n iz a tio n  
was "c o m m o n ly  known as the K u  K lu x , "  re p o r te d  the c o m m itte e , 
and was "p u re ly  p o l i t ic a l  in  its  c h a ra c te r , "  as co u ld  be adduced 
by the " re m a rk a b le  fa c t "  tha t no D e m o c ra t o r  c o n s e rv a tiv e  e ve r 
f e l l  v ic t im  to  its  m u rd e ro u s  des igns so fa r  as co u ld  be d e te rm in e d . 
The c o m m itte e  unabashed ly  re co m m e nd e d  m a r t ia l  la w  fo r  c e r ta in  
c oun ties  w h e re  i t  found the K la n  to be m o s t e nd em ic , and the
^K u  K lu x  R e p o rt, "A la b a m a  T e s tim o n y , "  1767-68, 
1851-52 , 1969-71 , 1980-82 .
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W ith  G o v e rn o r S m ith ’s s u p p o rt the le g is la tu re  f e l l  to the 
ta s k  o f o u tla w in g  the K la n . T hey  w o rk e d  q u ic k ly  and h a rd  on the b i l l ,  
h o ld in g  n ig h t se ss ion s  w h ic h  p ro m p te d  the ra th e r  d e r is iv e  re m a rk  
fr o m  one ups ta te  c o n s e rv a tiv e  e d ito r  tha t " th e y  had b e t te r  lo o k  
sh a rp , fo r  the K u  K lu x  t r a v e l a t n ig h t. Tw o la w s  re s u lte d  f ro m  
th is  e ffo r t .  The f i r s t  m ade s im p le  m a s q u e ra d in g  a m is d e m e a n o r 
and the c o m m itt in g  o f a s s a u lt  o r  the d e s tru c t io n  o f p ro p e r ty  w h ile  
d is g u is e d  a fe lo n y  s u b je c t to heavy fin e  and im p r is o n m e n t.  Anyone 
k i l l in g  a d is g u is e d  a s s a ila n t was im m u n e  f r o m  p u n is h m e n t and lo c a l 
o f f ic ia ls  w e re  s u b je c t to  p u n it iv e  a c tio n  f o r  f a i l in g  to  execu te  the 
la w . The second b i l l ,  passed  a few  days la te r ,  was an a tte m p t to 
fo rc e  the e xe cu tio n  o f the f i r s t .  I t  re v iv e d  the a rc h a ic  le g a l t r a ­
d it io n  th a t a c o m m u n ity  be h e ld  re s p o n s ib le  f o r  the w ron gd o ing s  o f 
i t s  in d iv id u a l c it iz e n s . U n de r th is  la w  a coun ty  was lia b le  to the 
n e x t -o f -k in  o f v ic t im s  o f m ob v io le n c e  fo r  p u n it iv e  dam ages up to 
f iv e  thousand d o lla r s .  County s o l ic i to r s  w e re  re q u ire d  to p ro s e ­
cute  the c la im s  fo r  b e rea ved  re la t iv e s  and i f ,  in  the case o f K la n  
o u tra g e , no one p u t fo rw a rd  such s u it ,  the s o l ic i t o r  was supposed 
to in it ia te  p ro cee d ing s  anyw ay, w ith  the m o n ey going to  s ta te  w e lfa re
on O u tra g es  (M o n tg o m e ry , 1868). The re p o r t  was a ls o  p r in te d  
(and dow ngraded) by som e c o n s e rv a tiv e  p ap e rs . See M o u lto n  
A d v e r t is e r , Jan. 15, 1869.
^A th e ns  W e e k ly P o s t , D ec. 19, 1868.
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in s t itu t io n s .  A n  in d u ce m e n t to coun ty  o ff ic ia ls  was p ro v id e d  in  the 
c lause  w h ich  sa id  tha t these m o n e ta ry  dam ages cou ld  not be c la im e d  
i f  the o ffe nd in g  p a r tie s  w e re  a r re s te d  and pun ished . P ro te s ts  f ro m  
M o b ile  and o th e r s e c to rs  le d  to the passage o f a s u p p le m e n ta ry  act 
w h ich  p ro v id e d  fo r  lic e n s e d  m a sq u e ra d in g  d u r in g  M a rd i G ra s  and 
fo r  o th e r reasons  o f a m u sem e n t, but even tha t was to be c lo s e ly  
c o n tro lle d . ^
The la w s w e re  c e r ta in ly  s e v e re  enough and they b ro u g h t 
abundant p ro te s ts  f ro m  the c o n s e rv a tiv e  s id e . T h e re  was dec ided  
re a c tio n  to the p re a m b le  o f the in i t ia l  a c t w h ich  d e s c r ib e d  in  v iv id  
te rm s  the "w id e -s p re a d  and a la rm in g  e v i l "  o f the K u  K lu x  o rg a n i­
z a tio n . M any fe l t  i t  to  be an e xag ge ra ted  d e s c r ip t io n  o f co n d itio n s  
8
in  the s ta te . P ro te s ts  a g a in s t the second m e a su re  cam e f ro m  both 
s ides  as fr ig h te n e d  o f f ic ia ls  e n v is io n e d  a p le th o ra  o f m a n u fa c tu re d  
s u its  to re c o v e r  the $5000 dam ages. A . N. W o rth y , a N e gro  
s e n a to r f ro m  P ik e  C ounty, who opposed the b i l l ,  s a id  tha t he d id
B ecause , in  e ffe c t,  i t  o ffe re d  . . .  an in d u c e m e n t to the 
a m o un t o f $5000 to e v e ry  w ife  who is  t ir e d  o f h e r
31, 1868; in  A c ts  o f . . . A la b a m a  (1868), 444 -4 5 , 452 -5 4 , 521. 
P r ic e  W ill ia m s  to G ov. S m ith , M o b ile , Dec. 3, 1868, G o v e rn o r 's  
C o rre sp o n d e n ce , A la b a m a  D e p a rtm e n t o f A rc h iv e s  and H is to ry .
^K u  K lu x  R e p o rt,  "A la b a m a  T e s t im o n y ,"  664, 65, 720 -21 , 
8 3 5 -3 6 , 8 4 ^ 1 7 5 4 - “56;
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husband; to e v e ry  d e r e l ic t  husband; to e v e ry  son 
who wants h is  fa th e r 's  es ta te ; to e v e ry  n ex t o f k in  
who va lues  m oney m o re  than  the l i fe  o f h im  who 
stands between h im  and the coveted  m oney, to 
a rra n g e  and a c c o m p lis h  the a s s a s s in a tio n  o f the 
p e rs o n  who stands in  the way o f h is  d e s ire s . A  
b u rn t c o rk , a h a lf  y a rd  o f c ra p e  w rap pe d  a ro un d  the 
head o f the c o rp s e , w i l l  fu rn is h  the n e c e s s a ry  d is ­
g u ise , and the law  fu rn is h e s  $5000 w o rth  o f c o n s o la ­
t io n  to the b e reaved  fa m ily ,  who have lo s t  a m e m b e r 
. . . .  F o r  f iv e  thousand d o lla r s  m any a m an w i l l  be 
found  who w i l l  s u b m it to a sound b e a tin g , p re ­
a rra n g e d  by h im  and h is  f r ie n d s ,  who w i l l  be su re  
to touch  no v i t a l  p a r t,  n o r b re a k  a bone. 9
A t  le a s t one coun ty  s o l ic i to r  b e lie v e d  the la w  to be a 
h in d ra n c e  to the a r r e s t  and c o n v ic tio n  o f d is g u is e d  p lu n d e re rs . 
A f te r  the law  had been in  fo rc e  s e v e ra l y e a rs  he to ld  a c o n g re s ­
s io n a l c o m m itte e  th a t som e s o lic ito rs  had been le s s  than zea lous 
in  fe r re t in g  out such m a le fa c to rs  because a s u c c e s s fu l p ro s e c u ­
t io n  on th e ir  p a r t  w ou ld  m ean the lo s s  o f the ten p e r cen t dam age 
c o m m is s io n . The la w  as w r it te n ,  he sa id , put a p re m iu m  on 
"n o n -p ro s e c u tio n  o f the re a l o ffe n d e rs  by m a k in g  the coun ty
W h e th e r s o l ic i to r s  w e re  t r u ly  cu lpa b le  in  the c o r ru p t io n  
o f the law  is ,  o f co u rs e , q u e s tio n a b le , but th e re  w e re  a p p a re n tly  
a g ood ly  n u m b e r o f such s u its  a g a in s t the co u n tie s . C o n s e rv a tiv e  
pap e rs  f r o m  t im e  to t im e  re p o r te d  the e x e c u tio n  o f such s u its
^Q uoted in  H u n ts v il le  W e e k ly  D e m o c ra t, D ec. 12, 18 
^^K u  K lu x  R e p o rt, "A la b a m a  T e s t im o n y ,"  6 49 -50.
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a ro un d  the s ta te  in  the y e a rs  1869-71 , some s u c c e s s fu lly  som e not.
The A th e ns  P o s t , in  co m m e n tin g  on fo u r  such s u its  in  Jackson
C ounty a g a in s t suspec ted  K la n  a c tio n s , o ffe re d  a p o s s ib le  re m e d y ;
I t  is  suggested  th a t when the lo y a l e le m e n t c o m ­
m ence th is  gam e, the K u k lu x  sh ou ld  a s s a u lt each 
o th e r  and get up som e cases o f th e ir  own. I f  the 
p ro p e r ty  o f Ja ckson  is  to be c o n fis c a te d  u n d e r th is  
o u tra g eo us  la w , th e re  is  no need o f le t t in g  the " l o i l "  
have a l l  o f i t .   ̂^
A lth o u g h  Jackson  C ounty was a ra th e r  a c tiv e  K la n  coun ty , 
i t  a pp ea rs  th a t m o s t s u its  o f th is  s o r t  w e re  g o tten  up in  a re as  w here  
the hooded o rd e r  was le s s  v ig o ro u s . F e a r  o f K la n  re ta l ia t io n  
p ro b a b ly  se rv e d  to d e te r such le g a l a c tio n s  in  the s e c tio n s  w h e re  i t  
was s tro n g e s t. T h e re  is  som e e v ide n ce , h o w e v e r, tha t even in  the 
v ir u le n t  K la n  a re as  cases w e re  o c c a s io n a lly  c o n tr iv e d  s o le ly  f o r  the 
p u rpo se  o f re a p in g  som e f in a n c ia l b e n e fit. In  P ic k e n s  C ounty a 
w h ite  B a p tis t p re a c h e r who p u b lic ly  o ffe re d  f iv e  d o lla r s  to anyone 
who w o u ld  beat h im  up so tha t he m ig h t execu te  the K u K lu x  la w  got 
h is  w is h  w hen he was a c tu a lly  v is ite d  by the K la n  and so un d ly  
th ra s h e d . I t  is  not re p o r te d  how he cam e out w ith  the c o u r ts . 
G o v e rn o r L in d s a y  la te r  to ld  o f s e v e ra l such dam age cases tha t 
w e re  pending .  ̂^
M a rc h  6, 1869.
^^K u  K lu x  R e p o rt, "A la b a m a  T e s t im o n y , "  172, 2000-01 .
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
332
T h is  fe a tu i'e  o f the s ta te  K u  K lu x  la w  seem s to have been 
m o s t a c t iv e ly  p ro s e c u te d  though i t  b ro u g h t no o b s e rv a b le  r e l ie f  
f r o m  the K la n  t e r r o r is m .  The m a in  s e c tio n  o f the a c t, th a t w h ich  
made a fe lo n y  o f any d is g u is e d  c r im in a l i ty ,  was p ra c t ic a l ly  a n u ll i ty .  
The s e v e r ity  o f the p e n a ltie s  a llo w a b le  u n d e r these  c lauses 
a p p a re n tly  made o f f ic ia ls  u n w ill in g  to pu rsue  them  and m o s t cases 
in v o lv in g  a lle g e d  K la n  o u tra g e s  w e re  p ro s e c u te d  und e r the e x is t ­
in g  c r im in a l  code. The su ccess o f tha t p ro s e c u tio n  was so m e th in g  
le s s  than  s e n s a tio n a l. W itn e s s e s  o fte n  fa i le d  to show up, o r ,  i f  
a p p e a rin g , w e re  q u ite  l ik e ly  to  p e r ju re  th e m s e lv e s ; a lib is  w e re  
re a d ily  o ffe re d  and p ro v e d  — m a n y  no doubt fa ls e ; w h ite  ju r ie s  w e re  
u n q u e s tio n a b ly  b iased  and b la c k  ju r o r s  e a s ily  in t im id a te d ;  a l l  in  a l l  
i t  was a s itu a t io n  w h ic h  made the jo b  o f defend ing  accused  K u  
K lu x e rs  r e la t iv e ly  s im p le . A n  abundance o f c o n te m p o ra ry  t e s t i ­
m ony and the w e ig h t o f p ro te s ts  to the g o v e rn o r in d ic a te s  tha t 
th e re  w e re  no c o n v ic tio n s  u nd e r the s ta te  K u K lu x  la w .  ̂^
A lth o u g h  the p ro -K la n  a tm o s p h e re  was la rg e ly  re s p o n s ib le  
fo r  the fa i lu r e  o f the la w s , c o r ru p t  o r  in e p t lo c a l o f f ic ia ls ,  m o s t of 
w hom  w e re  R a d ic a l p a r ty  pa tro n ag e  re c ip ie n ts ,  a ls o  m u s t sh a re  the 
b la m e . T h e re  w e re  m a n y  judges  and s h e r if fs ,  ju s t ic e s  o f the peace, 
and s o l ic ito r s  who w e re  c la s s if ie d  as in c o m p e te n ts  even by th e ir  own
^^ Ib id . , 16, 32, 107 -03 , 321 -2 2 , 329, 340, 410 -1 1 , 493, 
980; F le m in g ,  C iv i l  W a r and R e c o n s tru c t io n , 696 -97 .
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capable enough to e ffe c t iv e ly  execu te  the la w  a g a in s t the K la n  u nd e r 
the c irc u m s ta n c e s  p re v a il in g  in  c e r ta in  p laces  — w h ich  w e re  
u n q u e s tio n a b ly  d i f f ic u l t .  B e tte r  m en m ig h t have been ab le  to handle  
such s itu a t io n s  but in  the h o s tile  e n v iro n m e n t o f som e A la b a m a  
co u n tie s , i t  is  not l ik e ly .
W ith  the p ass in g  o f the 1868 e le c t io n s , w h ic h  b ro ug h t a 
n o rm a l su b s id in g  o f K u  K lu x  o p e ra t io n s , and w ith  the c o in c id e n t p as ­
sage o f the a n t i-K la n  la w , i t  n e v e rth e le s s  began to app ea r as i f  the 
K la n  m ig h t be on the ru n . A l l  K la n  a c t iv it y  d id  not cease, o f c o u rs e , 
b u t th e re  was a n o tic e a b le  s low dow n  as K la n  le a d e rs  m u lle d  the 
fu tu re  o f th e ir  o rg a n iz a tio n . W hen the d isba n dm en t n o tice s  began to 
c ir c u la te  in  e a r ly  1869, G o v e rn o r S m ith  a p p a re n tly  though t the K la n  
e ra  was c lo s in g  and he e xp re sse d  the fe e lin g  in  p u b lic  and p r iv a te .
He was s u p re m e ly  m is ta k e n  and h is  ra d ic a l co n s titu e n ts  q u ic k ly  
le t  h im  know i t .  S e v e ra l le t te rs  a pp ea r in  h is  f i le s  fo r  th is  p e r io d
w h ic h  in fo rm e d  h im  th a t the K la n  had e ith e r  n e v e r d e p a rted  o r  had
15
re a p p e a re d  — som e c it in g  p e rs o n a l enco un te rs  as p ro o f.
l ^ ib id . , 617 -1 8 , 968, 1144-46 , 1178, 1822, 1870-71 ,
1920 - 21 .
1 ^A thens  W e e k ly  P o s t , A p r .  16, 1869; W . S. B la c k fo rd  
to Gov. S m ith , G re e n s b o ro , M a y  13, 1869, Jam es D . W e ir  to 
Gov. S m ith , H u n ts v il le ,  M a y 15, 1869, Sol C la y ton  to Gov. S m ith , 
Lebanon, M a y  28, 1869, G o v e rn o r 's  C o rre sp on d en ce , A la ba m a  
D e p a rtm e n t o f A rc h iv e s  and H is to ry .
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S m ith 's  p o lic y  in  re g a rd  to the K la n  co n tin ue d  to be va c i l i a - 
to r y  fo r  the re m a in d e r o f h is  ten u re  in  o ff ic e . He encouraged  lo c a l 
a u th o r it ie s  in  th e ir  e ffo r ts  to su pp re ss  the v io le n c e , re n d e re d  sta te  
in v e s tig a tiv e  and a d ju d ic a tiv e  a ss is ta n ce  on s e v e ra l o cca s io n s , and 
f re e ly  e nd orsed  re q ue sts  fo r  d is p a tc h in g  o f tro o p s  a ro un d  the s ta te , 
but he s te a d fa s t ly  re s is te d  the p re s s u re s  fo r  a m i l i t ia  cam pa ign . 
C r i t ic is m  o f the g o v e rn o r m ounted , and he fe l t  c a lle d  upon to defend 
h is  p o lic y  be fo re  the s ta te  le g is la tu re  in  the f a l l  se s s io n  o f 1869. 
W h ile  a cknow ledg ing  la w le s s n e s s  in  some s e c tion s  o f  the s ta te , he 
s t i l l  m a in ta in e d  th a t lo c a l o f f ic ia ls  co u ld  c o n tro l i t  by f i r m  a c tio n . 
The a u th o r ity  was th e re  und e r e x is t in g  la w s , he sa id , and the c o u rts  
w e re  fu n c tio n in g . A r re s ts  co u ld  be and w e re  be ing  m ade; th e re fo re ,  
a d e c la ra t io n  o f m a r t ia l  la w , the ra is in g  o f m i l i t ia ,  and the suspen ­
s io n  o f the habeas co rp us  w ou ld  s e rve  no p urpo se  as any a r re s te d  
p a r tie s  w ould  s t i l l  have to  be t r ie d  in  the c iv i l  c o u r ts . Such a 
p o lic y  w ou ld , on the o th e r hand, s e rve  to in c re a s e  ten s io ns  w h ile  
re s o lv in g  noth ing  and w o u ld  be, on h is  p a r t,  "a  pa lp a b le  a s s u m p tio n  
o f u n w a rra n te d  p ow e r. T h e re  w ou ld  be no m a r t ia l  law  o r  m i l i t ia
and m any ra d ic a ls  v iew ed  th is  re lu c ta n c e  to a c t as weakness on the 
p a r t  o f the g o v e rn o r .
^^A la b a m a  House J o u rn a l,  1869-1870, 71 -3 ; T re le a s e ,
W h ite  T e r r o r ,  2 64 -65.
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A s the K la n  d e p re d a tio n s  in c re a s e d  aga in  in  1870, the 
re q ue s ts  fo r  m i l i t ia  w e re  renew ed . G e n e ra l C ra w fo rd , f ro m  
H u n ts v il le ,  added the w e ig h t o f h is  p o s it io n  in  s u p p o rt o f such a 
p lan , but by C ra w fo rd 's  own te s t im o n y , no such v o lu n te e r co m ­
pan ies w e re  e v e r a c tu a lly  m u s te re d . G o v e rn o r S m ith , h o w e ve r, 
was f in a l ly  co nv in ce d  o f the n e c e s s ity  o f m i l i t ia  in  m id - 1870, a fte r  
the Eu taw in c id e n ts  and the e x tre m e  t e r r o r is m  in  F a y e tte  County. 
He w ro te  P re s id e n t G ra n t a sk ing  to  b o rro w  fe d e ra l weapons fo r  
p ro po sed  sta te  m i l i t ia  tro o p s , but the o n ly  p lace  such a p o lic y  
seem s to have been im p le m e n te d  was in  F a y e tte . T h e re  the a n t i-  
K la n  "M o s s y -b a c k s "  w e re  a p p a re n tly  e n ro lle d  fo r  a t im e  as a 
v o lu n te e r m i l i t ia  com pany und e r S h e r if f  T re a d w a y  b u t w ith  no 
m o re  success now than in  th e ir  p re v io u s  e ffo r ts  a g a in s t the K la n .
I t  was u se le ss  to a r r e s t  people  anyw ay, T re a d w a y  e x p la in e d , 
because be co u ld  not h o ld  the m . He too w anted  m a r t ia l  la w , w h ich  
im p lie d  suspens ion  o f the c iv i l  c o u r ts . ^^ I t  was in  response  to
^ ^ B re v e t G e n e ra l C ra w fo rd  to A . A . G. C o lo ne l Joseph 
T a y lo r ,  H u n ts v il le ,  M a rc h  30, 1870, AGO , P a p e rs  S u b m itte d  to 
the C o m m itte e  on S ou the rn  O u tra g e s , RG 94, N A  (m ic ro f i lm ) ;  
G e n e ra l C ra w fo rd  to G ov. S m ith , H u n ts v il le ,  M a rc ii 21, 1870,
J. A . M in n is  to  Gov. S m ith , E u ta w , M a y  5, 1870, S h e r if f  F . M . 
T re a d w a y  to Gov. S m ith , F a y e tte , O ct. 31, 1870, H. M . M o rto n  
to G ov. S m ith , D u b lin , Nov. 3, 1870, G o v e rn o r ’ s C o rre sp on d en ce , 
A la b a m a  D e p a rtm e n t o f A rc h iv e s  and H is to ry ;  G ov. S m ith  to 
P re s id e n t G ra n t, M o n tg o m e ry , J u ly  23, 1870, G ov. S m ith  to H. M . 
M o rto n , M o n tg o m e ry , G o v e rn o r 's  L e t te rb o o k s , A la ba m a  
D e p a rtm e n t o f A rc h iv e s  and H is to ry .
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such dem ands tha t S m ith  e xp la in e d  to the a s s e m b ly  th a t the s ta te  
c o n s titu tio n  d id  not a u th o r iz e  suspension  o f the c iv i l  c o u r ts  even 
in  the event o f m a r t ia l  la w .
The v ic t im s  o f K la n  b ru ta l i ty  w e re  not s a tis fie d  w ith  the 
g o v e rn o r 's  a s s is ta n c e ; w h ich  to them  seem ed to ta lly  inadequate .
The sam e s itu a t io n  a ls o  p re v a ile d  in  o th e r sec tion s  o f the South as 
a u th o r it ie s  e lsew he re  appea red  to be e q u a lly  in cap a b le  o f d ea lin g  
w ith  K la n  te r r o r is m .  The o n ly  re m e d y  a p p a re n tly  re s te d  w ith  the 
fe d e ra l g o ve rn m e n t w h ich  was a t the m o m e n t c o n s id e r in g  a n t i-K u  
K lu x  le g is la t io n  o f i ts  own. In  the m e a n tim e , s u ffe re rs  o f K la n  
v io le n c e  had to cope as b es t they cou ld . Some o f the m  s tood  up 
and m e t th e ir  d is g u is e d  to rm e n to rs  on th e ir  own te rm s .
The t ra d i t io n a l o r  ro m a n tic  v ie w  o f the K u  K lu x  K la n  has 
i t  th a t those m a rk e d  fo r  K la n  th re a ts  o r  p un ish m e nts  g e n e ra lly  
co w ered  b e fo re  the sh ro ud ed  re g u la to rs ,  m e e k ly  a cce p tin g  w h a t­
e v e r o rd e rs  o r  p un ish m e n ts  w e re  m e ted  out to the m . I t  was 
a ssum ed  th a t these v ic t im s  (a l l  w ro n g d o e rs , o f c o u rs e ), c o n t r i te ly  
a d m itte d  the e r r o r  o f th e ir  ways and p ro m is e d  to s tra ig h te n  up, 
leave  the c o u n try , o r  do w h a te v e r penance dem anded o f the m . A t  
f i r s t  the s p e c tra l im ag e  was supposed to have p ro v id e d  the n e ce s ­
s a ry  in c e n tiv e  fo r  those co n v e rs io n s  but la te r ,  i t  was a d m itte d , 
som e p h y s ic a l in du ce m e n ts  w e re  re q u ire d . I t  has a lre a d y  been 
shown tha t the g h o s tly  p ra n k in g  had o n ly  a b r ie f  m o m e n t o f
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e ffe c tiv e n e s s  and was n e v e r a lto g e th e r p e r fe c t.  In  the end i t  was the 
fe a r  o f b o d ily  p un ish m e n t th a t gave w e ig h t to K u K lu x  th re a ts  and 
dem ands —  but th a t was not p e r fe c t ly  e ffe c tiv e  e ith e r .
F ro m  the b eg in n ing  th e re  w e re  som e in ten de d  K la n  ta rg e ts  
who showed re m a rk a b le  re s o lv e  in  the face  o f both  the m u m b o - ju m b o  
and the p h y s ic a l in t im id a tio n .  One such re s o lu te  ra d ic a l w ro te  
G o v e rn o r S m ith  say ing  th a t i f  the "C la n "  t r ie d  a ny th ing  a t h is  house 
he w ou ld  c e r ta in ly  d is a b le  a few  o f the m . I t  is  c le a r  tha t m a n y o th e rs , 
b la c k  and w h ite , f e l t  the sam e way because K la n  b u lly in g  was o fte n  
m e t w ith  d is q u ie t in g  and even o v e rp o w e rin g  re s is ta n c e . M any b la c k  
v ic t im s  w e re  n e ith e r  fo o le d  n o r im p re s s e d  by the m asks and t r a p ­
p in g s . T hey  knew th e ir  to rm e n to rs  as th e ir  w h ite  n e ig h bo rs  and they  
s tu b b o rn ly  re fu s e d  to be in t im id a te d .  A  p a r t ic u la r ly  in d o m ita b le  
N e g ro  was M ile s  P r io r  o f A v e ry ,  in  Jackson  County. P r io r 's  in d e ­
pendent a tt itu d e  p ro b a b ly  i r r i t a t e d  the K la n  m o re  than h is  pc l i t ic s  
but fo r  some re a son  he was v is ite d  by them  m any t im e s , even in  
d a y lig h t. A lth o u g h  h is  house was f i r e d  in to  f re q u e n tly , he n eve r sub ­
m itte d  to any w h ip p in g , but ra th e r  took  the o ffe n s iv e  a g a in s t h is  
m asked  a tta c k e rs  on o c c a s io n  and d ro ve  them  away w ith  h is  shotgun. 
Once when a d is g u is e d  m ob was t r y in g  to take  P r io r  and o th e r fre e d -  
m en f ro m  a ja i l  c e ll,  p ro b a b ly  to be lyn che d , he asked h is  c e l l ­
m a tes  i f  they w o u ld  f ig h t .  He was to ld  th e re  was no hope e xcep t 
to p ra y . " I  am  no C h r is t ia n  m an , "  he re p o r te d ly  sa id , " . . .  I
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m u s t f ig h t .  "  Then, a f te r  h o ld in g  the d oo r a g a in s t the m ob fo r
s e v e ra l m in u te s  and sh ou ting  th a t " te n  m en c a n 't  h o ld  me and a
re g im e n t c a n 't  shoo t m e , "  he lunged  out in to  the c ro w d  and fou g h t
h is  w ay to fre e d o m  in  the d a rk n e s s . He w as, as one o f h is  fe llo w
p r is o n e rs  to ld  i t ,  "a  v e ry  b ra ve  m an. ^
Such in d iv id u a l b ra vad o , a lthough  e x c e p tio n a l, was not
u n ique. T h e re  a re  m a n y o th e r re p o r te d  e xam ple s  o f b lacks  who
w e re  not cowed by the K la n  but fou g h t back re s o lu te ly ,  u s u a lly  a lone
and a g a in s t g re a t odds. R ob in  W e s tb ro o k  o f M a re ng o  C ounty was
a n o th e r. V is ite d  one n ig h t by s ix  m en d is g u is e d  o n ly  by s m u t on
th e ir  fa c e s , W e s tb ro o k , whose o n ly  g u i l t  seem s to  have been a
s tu b b o rn  independence in  re g a rd  to w o rk  a rra n g e m e n ts , fough t
b ra v e ly  a g a in s t h is  a s s a ila n ts , wounding one o f the m  s e v e re ly  w ith
a "dog  i r o n "  f r o m  h is  f ire p la c e .  A s  h is  w ife  to ld  i t ,  the K la n s m e n
bro ke  in to  th e ir  b a r r ic a d e d  cab in  and c o rn e re d  them  in  a back ro o m :
"Y o u  a re  tha t dam ned s o n -o f -a -b itc h  W e s tb ro o k ? "
He ^W e s tb ro o W  says , "Y e s  I  am . "  The m an 
s tru c k  h im  w ith  h is  gun. T h is  m an had a gun and 
ra n  a t h im  and s tru c k  h im  on the head . . . .  Then 
m y  husband took up the d o g - iro n  and he s tru c k  
th re e  o r  fo u r  o f th e m , and the f i r s t  m an he s tru c k  
he knocked  down. T hey  got h im  ja m m e d  up in  the 
c o rn e r ,  and one m an w ent a round  beh ind  h im  and 
put tw o  loads out o f a d o u b le -b a rre le d  gun in  h is
A . A lle n  to Gov. S m ith , E m u c k fa w , D ec. 28, 1868, 
G o v e rn o r 's  C o rre sp o n d e n ce , A la b a m a  D e p a rtm e n t o f A rc h iv e s  and 
H is to ry ;  K u  K lu x  R e p o rt , "A la b a m a  T e s tim o n y , "  995 -9 7 .
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s h o u ld e rs  . . . .  and a n o the r m an says " k i l l  h im , God 
dam n h im , "  and he too k  a p is to l and sho t h im  r ig h t  ' 
down, h e re  in  the neck, o v e r the le f t  sh o u ld e r .
Then  he fe l l  r ig h t  down and h o lle re d . He d id n '^ J iv e
no m o re  than  h a lf  an h o u r a fte r  they shot h im .
U n fo r tu n a te ly , m o s t o f the b lacks  and w h ite  ra d ic a ls  who 
showed t l i is  s o r t  o f m e ttle  u lt im a te ly  m e t a c ru s h in g  fa te  as d id  
W e s tb ro o k . E ven  the a fo re m e n tio n e d  M ile s  P r io r ,  o f h e ro ic  
d im e n s io n , was f in a l ly  fo rc e d  to m ove  to  T ennessee . The K la n  had 
a l l  the advantages o f f ire p o w e r ,  m o b il i ty ,  s e c re c y , fre e d o m  o f 
a c tio n  and (g e n e ra lly )  c o m m u n ity  su p p o rt. T h us , i t  took a s p e c ia l 
k in d  o f m an  to  re s is t  the m  in de p en d en tly , and not m any ve n tu re d  to 
do so un less  they  w e re  o f a s p e c ia l c h a ra c te r  o r  e lse  d r iv e n  beyond
th e  l im it s  o f re a son  by fe a r  and f ru s tr a t io n .
M o s t K la n  v ic t im s  w e re  not o f such c h a ra c te r  and, w h ile  
i t  w o u ld  be in c o r re c t  to  say tha t the m a jo r it y  o f them  su b m itte d  
m e e k ly  to th e ir  p u n is h m e n t, i t  is  tru e  tha t m o s t o f those who w e re  
caught d id  s u b m it. A  b ea ting , a s im u la te d  o r  n e a r-h a n g in g , o r  
even som e m o re  g ro te sq ue  k in d  o f to r tu re  was in f in i te ly  p re fe ra b le  
to the death th a t o fte n  accom pa n ied  re s is ta n c e . T h is  was w hat the 
K la n  re l ie d  on to a ch ie ve  its  su ccesse s : th a t m o s t ra d ic a l v ic t im s  
w o u ld  be m o re  in flu e n c e d  by s e lf -p re s e rv a t io n  in s t in c ts  than any 
s o c ia l o r  p o l i t ic a l  p h ilo s o p h ie s . T hus , i t  was ab le  to bend a lo t  o f
^*^Ku K lu x  R e p o rt, "A la b a m a  T e s t im o n y ,"  1243.
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people  to  its  w i l l ,  fo rc in g  b lacks  to acknow ledge  an in fe r io r  s o c ia l 
s ta tus  and in d u c in g  ra d ic a ls  o f both ra ce s  to e ith e r  renounce  th e ir  
r a d ic a l is m  o r  leave  the c o u n try . A nd  these s o r t  o f v ic to r ie s  con­
tin u e d  fo r  the K la n  long  a fte r  the hoods w e re  put aw ay, fo r  the Ku 
K lu x  Syndrom e p re v a ile d  in  A la b a m a  fo r  g e n e ra tio n s  a fte r  the 
o rg a n iz a tio n  i t s e l f  was gone.
In  the m e a n tim e  though, d u r in g  the days o f R e c o n s tru c tio n , 
those fa c in g  the w ra th  o f hooded s o c ie ty  s u rv iv e d  as b es t they 
co u ld . T h ey  appea led  to a l l  R a d ic a l a u th o r it ie s  f o r  h e lp  and, i f  i t  
d id  not com e and they w e re  caught, they fou g h t o r  they su b m itte d . 
E ven  m o re  c o m m o n ly  they  s im p ly  t r ie d  to evade th e ir  to rm e n to rs .
I f  K la n  w a rn in g s  w e re  re c e iv e d  o r i f  K la n  v is it s  w e re  l ik e ly ,  m o s t 
people  ju s t  absented  th e m se lve s  u n t i l  the th re a t passed , e ith e r  
going to som eone e ls e 's  house o r h id in g  in  the woods. "L a y in g -o u t,  " 
as i t  was c a lle d , was q u ite  com m on  in  the w o rs t  K la n  a re a s , w ith  
som e d is c re e t  in d iv id u a ls  spending  th e ir  n igh ts  o u ts id e , away f ro m  
th e ir  hom es, fo r  weeks a t a t im e  i f  a " k u -k lu x in g "  was im m in e n t.
O c c a s io n a lly  the b lacks  w o u ld  get to g e th e r a rm e d  and in  
fo rc e  to m e e t a th re a te n e d  K la n  a tta c k  and when th a t happened i t  
was u s u a lly  the K la n  th a t showed d is c re t io n  by r e t i r in g  f ro m  the
^®One such in c id e n t has been p re v io u s ly  d iscusse d ; the 
C o u itla n d  episode o f A u g u s t, 1870, w h ich  le f t  one K la n  m e m b e r dead 
and the w hole  d is g u is e d  p a r ty  s c a tte re d  b e fo re  a w e ll-p la n n e d  
am bush .
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f ie ld .  T h e re  w e re  s e v e ra l in c id e n ts  in  A la b a m a  when K u K lu x  
ra id s  w e re  th w a rte d  e ith e r  by co n ce rte d  re s is ta n c e  on the p a r t  o f 
the b lacks  o r by t im e ly  sn ip in g  f ro m  the w indow  o f a cab in  by some 
in d iv id u a l.  B u t such e nco un te rs  w e re  a lso  e x c e p tio n a l and, a lthough  
a few  K la n s m e n  w e re  wounded and k i l le d ,  the s e c re t s o c ie ty , w here  
i t  l iv e d  in  s tre n g th , u s u a lly  d e m o n s tra te d  th a t s tre n g th  fo r c e fu l ly .  
W hat was needed was fe d e ra l le g is la t io n ,  and i t  was soon 
fo r th c o m in g .
F e d e ra l a u th o r ity  had been a l im ite d  s u p p re s s a n t upon K la n  
a c tio n  f ro m  the o u tse t th ro u g h  m eans o f t ro o p  dep lo ym e n ts  but a fte r  
the re a d m is s io n  o f the s e v e ra l s ta tes and the end ing  o f M i l i t a r y  
R e c o n s tru c t io n  th a t m eans had been s e v e re ly  c u r ta i le d .  The a rm y  
had been m o s t e ffe c t iv e  a g a in s t the K u  K lu x  when i t  had en joyed  the 
p o w e r o f its  own ju d ic ia l  a d m in is tra t io n .  A  few  K la n s m e n  had been 
t r ie d  and co n v ic te d  by m i l i t a r y  tr ib u n a ls  b u t the n u m b e r was in s ig ­
n if ic a n t  bes ide  the la rg e r  n u m b e r who w e re  tu rn e d  o v e r  to c iv i l ia n  
a u th o r it ie s  as a m a tte r  o f c o n c il ia to ry  p o lic y  and who g e n e ra l ly  w ent 
uncondem ned. S t i l l ,  the th re a t had been th e re  and in  som e s e c tion s  
o f A la b a m a  and o th e r s o u th e rn  s ta tes  i t  had re s tra in e d  the la b o rs  o f 
the K la n  som ew ha t. Then , w ith  the phasing  out o f M i l i t a r y  R econ ­
s tru c t io n ,  the a rm y  had lo s t  its  fre e d o m  o f a c tio n  and was reduced  
to  a s s is t in g  c iv i l  o f f ic ia ls  th ro u g h  p ro p e r ly  channe led  re q u e s ts . We 
have seen th a t th is ,  too , m ay have had a m it ig a t in g  e ffe c t on the
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a c t iv it ie s  o f the hooded s o c ie ty , bu t in  A la ba m a  and e lsew he re  c o m ­
p e te n t lo c a l a u th o r it ie s  w e re  s ine  qua non fo r  t r u ly  e ffe c t iv e  a rm y  
a c tio n . T h is  m e a n t, in  e ffe c t,  tha t w h e re  the a rm y  was m o s t needed 
i t  was g e n e ra l ly  in e f fe c tiv e  — the p o lic y  be ing  th a t tro o p  de tachm en ts  
w e re  u s u a lly  p laced  und e r the com m and and c o n tro l o f s h e r if fs  o r  
o th e r re q u e s tin g  o f f ic ia ls ;^ ^  on the o th e r hand i t  was a lso  re p o r te d  
th a t the "m e re  p re se n ce  o f the t ro o p s "  d id  tend  to  have a " t r a n q u i l iz -  
in g  e ffe c t on la w le s s  c o m m u n itie s . The K la n  n e v e r d a red  to o pe n ly
te s t the s tre n g th  o f the a rm y , and i t  is  q u ite  p o s s ib le  th a t w ith o u t the 
r e s t ra in in g  in flu e n c e  o f the m i l i t a r y  the R a d ic a l re g im e  in  the s ta te  
m ig h t  have succum bed to the t e r r o r is m .  In fa n t ry  tro o p s , c ir c u m ­
s c r ib e d  as the y  w e re  by re g u la t io n s  and p o l i t ic a l  c o n s id e ra tio n s , w e re  
n o t, h o w e v e r, the a nsw e r fo r  the s u p p re s s io n  o f ra m p a n t K u k lu x is m .
C ong ress  p ro v id e d  the f i r s t  fe d e ra l le g is la t iv e  weapon 
a g a in s t the K la n  w ith  the E n fo rc e m e n t A c t  o f M a y  31, 1870. The
^ ^ G e n e ra l C ra w fo rd  te s t if ie d  tha t he found  the g re a t " s tu m ­
b lin g  b lo c k "  in  A la b a m a  to be the in e f f ic ie n t  c iv i l  o f f ic e rs :  "T h e y  
w o u ld  get in to  d i f f ic u l t y ,  and co u ld  not e n fo rce  the la w , and . . . .
The f i r s t  d e s ire  was to c a l l  f o r  s o ld ie r s ,  and as soon as th e y  got 
the m  the y  w o u ld  get beh ind  the m , expe c ting  the s o ld ie rs  to do e v e ry ­
th in g . "  On o ccas io n  C ra w fo rd  re fu s e d  to h on o r re q ue s ts  f o r  tro o p s  
f r o m  the  m o re  n o to r io u s ly  in c o m p e te n t o f f ic ia ls  such as S h e r if f  
D o y le  o f M a d iso n  C ounty w h e re  the g e n e ra l k e p t h is  h e a d q u a rte rs . 
D o y le  was in to x ic a te d  m uch  o f the tim e  and C ra w fo rd  h e s ita te d  to 
le t  h im  use the m i l i t a r y  " .  . . s im p ly  on accoun t o f h is  p e rs o n a l 
c h a r a c te r . "  K u  K lu x  R e p o rt , "A la b a m a  T e s t im o n y ,"  1163-64.
^ ^ Ib id . , 1176.
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F ifte e n th  A m e n d m e n t had ju s t  been ra t i f ie d  and th is  law  was 
des igned  to p re v e n t any in t im id a tio n  o f b la c k  v o te rs  by e ith e r  p h y s i­
c a l o r  econ om ic  m eans. In d iv id u a l acts  o f in t im id a tio n  w e re  to  be 
c la s s e d  as m is d e m e a n o rs , bu t S ec tion  6 o f the  a c t m ade i t  a fe lo n y  
fo r  two o r  m o re  p e rson s  to band o r  c o n s p ire  to g e th e r o r  to  go about 
in  d is g u is e  "upon  the p u b lic  h ighw ays  o r  upon the  p re m is e s  o f 
a n o th e r"  w ith  the in te n tio n  o f v io la t in g  the p ro v is io n s  o f the a c t o r  
in f r in g in g  any r ig h ts  o r  p r iv ile g e s  g ra n te d  u n d e r the c o n s titu tio n . 
P u n is h m e n ts  u n d e r th is  s e c tio n  co u ld  re a ch  a m a x im u m  o f both  f iv e  
y e a rs  im p r is o n m e n t and f iv e  thousand d o lla rs  in  f in e . The w hole  
s tre n g th  o f the J u s tic e  D e p a rtm e n t was to be u t i l iz e d  in  the e xecu ­
t io n  o f the law  as w e ll as w h a te v e r p a r t  o f " th e  la n d  o r  n ava l 
fo rc e s  o f the U n ited  S ta tes , o r  o f the m i l i t ia "  as deem ed n e c e s s a ry  
b y  the P re s id e n t.
W ith  the passage o f th is  law  i t  w o u ld  seem  th a t the fe d e ra l 
g o v e rn m e n t had a l l  the pow e r i t  needed to  p ro c e e d  a g a in s t the K la n , 
and indeed  m o s t o f the la te r  p ro s e c u tio n s  o f K la n s m e n  w o u ld  be 
based  on S ectio n  6 o f th is  b i l l ,  but i t  had h a rd ly  been p r in te d  b e fo re  
th e re  was a c la m o r fo r  s t i l l  s tro n g e r le g is la t io n .
I t  is  u n c le a r w hy th e re  was n o t an im m e d ia te  and v ig o ro u s  
fe d e ra l ca m p a ig n  a g a in s t the K la n  u nd e r th is  a c t. P e rh a p s  fe d e ra l
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a u th o r it ie s  hoped its  m e re  e x is ten ce  w ou ld  d e te r the hooded o rd e r ,  
w ith  the f a l l  e le c tio n s  o f 1870 to p ro v id e  a te s t. I f  tha t was the case, 
the D e m o c ra tic  gains in  A la b a m a  and o th e r s ta tes  w e re  c le a r  e v i­
dence o f the f u t i l i t y  o f such hopes. A n o th e r p o s s ib i l i ty  is  tha t the 
J u s tic e  D e p a rtm e n t was s im p ly  in cap a b le  o f g e a rin g  up fo r  such a 
va s t u n d e rta k in g  on s h o r t  n o tic e . The w hole  fe d e ra l ju d ic ia l  s y s ­
te m  was a n tiq ua ted  and in  the so u th e rn  d is t r ic ts  th e re  was a lre a d y  
a p ro b le m  o f c row ded  docke ts  and o v e rw o rk e d  c o u r ts  o f f ic ia ls .  In  
A la b a m a , one fe d e ra l ju dg e , R ic h a rd  B us teed , s e rv e d  a l l  th re e  d is ­
t r ic t s  in  the s ta te , and the n o r th e rn  and m id d le  d is t r ic t s  sh a red  a 
s in g le  d is t r ic t  a tto rn e y . The c o u r ts  w e re  b u rdened  as i t  was and 
the a d d it io n  o f new ju r is d ic t io n a l  re s p o n s ib il it ie s  was c e r ta in  to 
cause p ro b le m s . The s t ra in  th a t was put on the s y s te m  u nd e r th is  
in i t ia l  e n fo rc e m e n t b i l l  and the la te r  su pp le m e n ts  to i t  w o u ld  
e v e n tu a lly  le ad  to a v e ry  d i f f i c u l t  s itu a t io n . I f  e ffe c t iv e  fe d e ra l 
a c tio n  was to com e in  co nn ectio n  w ith  the K la n , the v e ry  scope of 
tha t o rg a n iz a tio n  in d ic a te d  tha t the J u s tic e  D e p a rtm e n t w ou ld  have 
to a ug m e nt its  s ta ff .  M a rs h a ls ,  deputy  m a rs h a ls , c o m m is s io n e rs
and c le rk s  w e re  needed as w e ll as a tto rn e y s  and judges i f  the jo b  
24
was to be done th o ro u g h ly .
The bes t s tud ie s  o f the fe d e ra l e n fo rc e m e n t p ro g ra m  a re  W il l ia m  
W atson  D a v is , "T h e  F e d e ra l E n fo rc e m e n t A c ts ,  "  in  S tud ies in
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N o tw ith s ta n d in g  the la c k  o f im p e tu s  f ro m  W ash ing ton , 
som e fe d e ra l o f f ic ia ls  im m e d ia te ly  p ro cee de d  a g a in s t K la n s m e n  in  
1870 u n d e r the c o n d itio n s  o f S ec tion  6 o f the E n fo rc e m e n t A c t.  
D is t r ic t  A tto rn e y  John A . M in n is  o f A la ba m a  seem s to  have been 
one o f the m o s t ze a lo u s . M in n is  was a n a tiv e  A la b a m ia n  who was 
an e a r ly  R e p u b lica n  c o n v e rt. L e g a lly  tra in e d , he advanced ra p id ly  
in  the  R a d ic a l h ie ra r c h y  and by 1870 was the U n ited  S ta tes A tto rn e y  
fo r  the n o r th  and m id d le  d is t r ic ts  o f the s ta te . A lth o u g h  he 
v ig o ro u s ly  p u rs u e d  h is  jo b , he o b v io u s ly  was an hon o rab le  m an 
and d id  not re c e iv e  the c a s tig a t io n  f ro m  the c o n s e rv a tiv e  s ide  tha t 
was h u r le d  a t som e o f h is  sca law ag  c o lle ag u es . B y  la te  1870 and 
e a r ly  1871 he had p ro s e c u te d  s e v e ra l a lle g e d  K la n s m e n  fo r  v io la ­
tio n s  o f the e n fo rc e m e n t la w . B y h is  own te s t im o n y , h ow e ve r, 
none o f these in i t ia l  a c tio n s  p ro v e d  s u c c e s s fu l. He was im m e d ia te ly  
p lagued  (and w o u ld  co n tinue  to be) by u n c o o p e ra tiv e  U n ited  S tates 
C o m m is s io n e rs , in t im id a te d  g ra nd  ju r o r s ,  va n is h in g  w itn e s s e s , 
and defendants w ith  p e r fe c t  a l ib is ;  the la t te r  be ing  the b ig g e s t 
h in d ra n c e  o f a l l .  N e v e r th e le s s , M in n is  p ro cee de d  apace and h is
S ou the rn  H is to ry  and P o l i t ic s  In s c r ib e d  to W i l l ia m  A rc h ib a ld  
Dunn ing  (New Y o rk , 1914), 205 -2 7 ; and E v e re tte  Sw inney, " E n fo r c ­
in g  the F if te e n th  A m e n d m e n t, 1870-1877, "  J o u rn a l o f S ou the rn  
H is to r y ,  X X V I I I  (M ay, 1962), 202 -1 8 . S w in ne y 's  a r t ic le  is  som e­
w hat r e v is io n is t ic ,  ta k in g  a p o s it iv e  and s y m p a th e tic  v ie w  o f the 
e n fo rc e m e n t p o lic y  w h ile  a t the sam e t im e  e m p h a s iz in g  the p o li t ic a l 
and e co n o m ic  expe d ien cy  w h ich  s u rro u n d e d  the w hole  a f fa ir .
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s p ir i te d  and s y s te m a tic  cam pa ign  a ga in s t the K u  K lu x  soon began 
to  show re s u lts .
The u n s e ttle d  co n d itio n s  in  the South, e s p e c ia lly  the t u r ­
m o il in  the C a ro lin a s  and the v io le n ce  a s s o c ia te d  w ith  the f a l l  e le c ­
tio n s  o f 1870, had p ro du ced  a s to rm  o f p ro te s ts  f ro m  ra d ic a ls  in  
the N o rth  and c r ie s  fo r  he lp  f ro m  those in  the South. D e sp ite  the 
fa c t th a t the G ra n t a d m in is tr a t io n  had not re s o lu te ly  a p p lie d  the 
p ow e rs  tha t i t  a lre a d y  possessed  in  re g a rd  to the K la n , th e re  was 
g ro w in g  p re s s u re  fo r  even s tro n g e r le g is la t io n .  P re s id e n t G ra n t 
f in a l ly  su b m itte d  to the p re s s u re  and gave h is  s u p p o rt to two new 
b i l ls  tha t w e re  soon enacted .
The f i r s t  o f these  was the second E n fo rc e m e n t A c t,  
passed  in  F e b ru a ry ,  1871, w h ich  was c o m m o n ly  c a lle d  the E le c tio n  
L a w , C o n s is tin g  o f n ine tee n  m in u te ly  s p e c if ic  s e c tio n s , th is  b i l l  
gave the c e n tra l g o v e rn m e n t v ir tu a l ly  co m p le te  c o n tro l o f the whole  
re g is t ra t io n  and e le c to ra l p ro c e s s  in  the s ta te s . A lth o u g h  o s te n s ib ly  
f o r  the c o n tro l o f fe d e ra l e le c tio n s  o n ly , some c o n s e rv a tiv e s  
b e lie v e d  tha t the re a l p u rpo se  o f th is  a c t was the s u p e rv is io n  o f 
s ta te  e le c tio n s  w h ich  w e re  u s u a lly  h o ld  c o n c u r re n tly .  W h e th e r 
t h e ir  su sp ic ion s  w e re  v a lid  o r  not is  unknow n, but i t  is  in te re s t in g  to
^ ^ U n ited  S ta tes S ta tu tes a t L a rg e , X V I, 433 -4 0 ; B u rg e s s , 
R e c o n s tru c tio n , 256 -57 .
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
3 4 7
note th a t when the D e m o c ra ts  came back in to  c o n tro l o f A la b a m a  
sta te  and lo c a l e le c tio n s  w e re  m oved up to A u g u s t to p u t the m  
beyond the p u rv ie w  of fe d e ra l e le c t io n  s u p e rv is o rs .
R a d ic a ls  had fo r  som e t im e  been c o n s id e r in g  d ire c t  le g is ­
la t iv e  m eans by w h ich  the K u K lu x  o rg a n iz a tio n  cou ld  be su pp re ssed . 
A  s tr in g e n t a n t i-K la n  b i l l ,  d ra fte d  by B e n ja m in  F . B u t le r  o f 
M a s s a c h u s e tts , was passed  in  the Senate o n ly  to be defeated  in  the 
House by a c o a li t io n  o f D e m o c ra ts  and m o d e ra te  R e pu b lica ns .
T h e re  seem ed l i t t le  chance o f p ass ing  such a b i l l  w ith o u t s tro n g  
a d m in is tr a t io n  s u p p o rt, w h ich  was w a v e r in g . B y la te  M a rc h , h ow ­
e v e r , P re s id e n t G ra n t was p e rsuaded  tha t both peace and the p a r ty  
w o u ld  be je o p a rd iz e d  w ith o u t such a la w . C o nse q ue n tly , on 
M a rc h  23, 1871, he sent the fo l lo w in g  m essage to C o ng re ss :
A  c o n d itio n  o f a ffa irs  now e x is ts  in  som e o f 
the s ta te s  o f the U n ion  re n d e rin g  l i fe  and p ro p e r ty  
in s e c u re  . . . .  The p ro o f tha t such a c o n d itio n  o f 
a f fa ir s  e x is ts  is  now be fo re  the Senate. T h a t the 
pow e r to c o r re c t  such e v ils  is  beyond the c o n tro l 
o f S tate a u th o r it ie s  I  do not doubt. T h a t the pow er 
o f the E x e c u tiv e  o f the U n ited  S ta tes, a c tin g  w ith in  
the l im it s  o f e x is t in g  la w s , is  s u ff ic ie n t  f o r  p re s e n t 
e m e rge n c ie s  is  no t c le a r .
T h e re fo re  I  u rg e n t ly  re co m m e nd  such le g is ­
la t io n  as in  the ju d g e m e n t o f C ong ress s h a ll e ffe c ­
t iv e ly  se cu re  l i fe ,  l ib e r t y  and p ro p e r ty  and the 
e n fo rc e m e n t o f la w  in  a l l  p a r ts  o f the U n ited  S ta tes .
^^Ja in e s  D . R ic h a rd s o n  (ed. ), A  C o m p ila t io n  o f the 
M essages and P a p e rs  o f the P re s id e n ts , 1789-1897, House
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C ongress  responded , a fte r  no l i t t le  a ngu ish , w ith  a b i l l  
d ra fte d  by R e p re s e n ta tiv e  S am ue l S h e lla b a rg e r, w h ich  was vo ted  
in to  la w  on A p r i l  20. T h is  was the th ir d  E n fo rc e m e n t A c t o r ,  as 
i t  was u s u a lly  know n, the  K u  K lu x  A c t. T h is  b i l l ,  w li ic h  one con­
s e rv a tiv e  h is to r ia n  sa id  " s im p ly  th re w  to  the w in d s  the c o n s titu ­
t io n a l d is t r ib u t io n  o f p ow e rs  between the s ta tes  and the U n ited  
S ta tes , gave the c h ie f e xe cu tive  a u th o r ity  to  d e c la re  a s ta te  o f 
re b e ll io n  in  t ro u b le d  a re a s , suspend the w r i t  o f habeas co rp u s , 
and use the f u l l  fo rc e  o f the g o v e rn m e n t r e s t r a in  those who 
m ig h t  "c o n s p ire  to g e th e r, o r  go in  d is g u is e  upon the p u b lic  h ig h ­
w ay o r  upon the p re m is e s  o f a no the r fo r  the p u rpo se  o f . . . 
d e p r iv in g  any p e rs o n  o r  c la ss  o f persons  o f the equal p ro te c t io n  o f 
the la w s , o r  o f equal p r iv ile g e s  o r im m u n it ie s  u n d e r the law s
A lth o u g h  th is  a c t w en t fu r th e r  than the 1870 la w  i t  
s u pp le m e n te d , i t  d id  no t, a p a r t f ro m  the habeas co rpus  p ro v is io n ,  
g re a t ly  a m p lify  the fe d e ra l a u th o r ity  a lre a d y  e x is t in g . D e m o c ra ts  
and m o d e ra te  R e pu b lica ns  in  and out o f p o li t ic s  and in  both the 
N o rth  and the South n e v e rth e le s s  d is p la y e d  a g re a t dea l o f h o r ro r
M is c e lla n e o u s  D o cum en ts , 210, 53 Cong. , 2 sess. (10 v o ls , ;  
W a sh ing ton , 1898), V II ,  127.
B u rg e s s , R e c o n s tru c t io n , 258.
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o v e r the b i l l .  To  c o n s e rv a tiv e s  and so u th e rn  p a r tis a n s  i t  seem ed 
c le a r ly  u n c o n s titu t io n a l,  a b la ta n t e x te n s io n  o f e xecu tive  p o w e r, 
and a m ove to w a rd  m i l i t a r y  d e sp o tism  and ty ra n n y . C o n g re s s io n a l 
D e m o c ra ts  is s u e d  an a d d re ss  " to  the people  o f the U n ited  S ta te s " 
w h ich  re c e iv e d  w id e  p u b lic a t io n . I t  s ta ted:
U nde r the p re te n s e  o f p ass ing  la w s to e n fo rc e  the 
14th am endm ent and fo r  o th e r p u rpo ses , C ong ress  has 
c o n fe rre d  the m o s t d e sp o tic  p ow e rs  upon the execu tive  
and p ro v id e d  the o f f ic ia l  m a c h in e ry  by w h ich  the 
l ib e r t ie s  o f the peop le  a re  m enaced and the s a c re d  
r ig h t  o f s e lf -g o v e rn m e n t in  the s ta te s  ig n o re d  i f  not 
t y ra n ic a l ly  o v e r th ro w n . T hey  a re  a t v a r ia n c e  w ith  
a l l  the s a n c tif ie d  th e o r ie s  o f o u r in s t itu t io n s ,  31
The D e m o c ra tic  o p p o s itio n  m ig h t be e xpected  to c r in g e  
a t such a m e a su re  fo r  the y  co u ld  see i t  o n ly  as b e n e fit t in g  the 
R e pu b lica ns  in  1872, b u t a n um be r o f im p o r ta n t  R e pu b lica ns  
opposed the b i l l  on c o n s titu tio n a l g rounds — m en  lik e  S chu rz , 
T ru m b u ll,  G a r f ie ld  and B la in e . The e d ito r  o f the re s p e c te d  
N a tio n , no lo v e r  o f the South, p erhaps p u t th e ir  se n tim e n ts  in  
the b es t p ra c t ic a l te rm s . O f the la w , he sa id  th a t a ltho ug h  its  
" in te n t  is  v e ile d  in  language p u rp o s e ly  vague and v e rb o se  . . .  its  
des ig n  is  p la in  . . .  i t  m eans th is  o r  n o th ing : th a t fo r  the f i r s t  
t im e  p e rson s  g u il ty  o f h o m ic id e , a rs o n , ro b b e ry  o r  o th e r 
c r im e s  a g a in s t p r iv a te  p e rson s  and p ro p e r ty ,  m a y  be b ro u g h t
^^Q uoted  in  J . S. M c N c il ly ,  "T h e  E n fo rc e m e n t A c t o f 1871 
and the K u K lu x  K la n  in  M is s is s ip p i,  "  P u b lic a t io n s  o f the 
M is s is s ip p i H is to r ic a l S o c ie ty , IX  (1906), 122.
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w ith in  the ju r is d ic t io n  o f U n ited  S ta tes C o u rts . State s o v e re ig n ty  
seem ed endangered .
B u t d esp ite  the le g a lis t ic  and p a r tis a n  fu r o r  i t  s t i r r e d  up, 
the S h e lla b a rg e r b i l l  becam e la w , and the fe d e ra l g o ve rn m e n t a t 
la s t  s y s te m a t ic a lly  began the w o rk  o f s u p p re s s in g  the K la n . A ltho u gh  
the re la t iv e  m e r its  o f the e n fo rc e m e n t la w s a re  s t i l l  deba tab le , 
th e re  is  l i t t le  to q u e s tio n  as to th e ir  e ffe c t upon the K la n : the y  w e re  
c le a r ly  d e s tru c t iv e  to  the o rg a n iz a tio n .
E ven  b e fo re  the e xecu tive  and ju d ic ia l  m a c h in e ry  was se t 
in  m o tio n  (w h ich  was n o t ta rd y  th is  t im e ),  the a c t began to have a 
re p re s s iv e  in flu e n c e  on the A la ba m a  K la n . C o n s e rv a tiv e  e d ito rs  
o v e r the s ta te , w h ile  d e p re c a tin g  the ty ra n n y  o f the K u  K lu x  A c t,  
a t the sam e t im e  w a rn ed  th e ir  re a d e rs  to be c ir c u m s p e c t in  a v o id ­
in g  its  p it fa l ls .  "G iv e  no excuse to  the ty ra n t  to  suspend o u r 
c o u r ts , "  w a rn ed  a C a lhoun C ounty e d ito r .  A nd  in  an e d ito r ia l 
e n t it le d  "B e  G uarded , "  the c o n s e rv a tiv e  A thens e d ito r  a dv ise d  h is
^ ^ The N a tio n , X I I  ( A p r i l  20, 1871), 268.
^^S w inney , in  h is  re c e n t s tud y  o f the e n fo rc e m e n t p o lic y , 
d ra w s  an ana lo gy  betw een these la w s and the c iv i l  r ig h ts  le g is la t io n  
o f the 1 960 's , s ta tin g  th a t on p r in c ip le  n e ith e r  o f these p ro g ra m s  
w e re  p a r t ic u la r ly  in n o v a tiv e  but, ra th e r ,  "c o n s is te n t w ith  t ra d i t io n a l 
usage, "  and " .  . . e s s e n t ia l ly  in  a c c o rd  w ith  the d e m o c ra t ic  c re d o . "  
T h is  is  a p a r t ic u la r ly  in te re s t in g  v ie w p o in t in  l ig h t  o f the fa c t tha t 
a lm o s t a l l  o f the e n fo rc e m e n t law s w e re  la te r  in v a lid a te d  e ith e r  by 
c o u r t  d e c is io n s  o r  s u p e rc e d in g  le g is la t io n .  "E n fo rc in g  the 
F if te e n th  A m e nd m e n t, "  204.
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re a d e rs  to " r e fu te  the v i le  s la n d e r by eschew ing  a l l  c iv i l  c o m m o ­
tio n  and v io la t io n  o f law  and m ake no d e p a r tu re  f ro m  the lin e  o f 
r ig h t .  "  T h is  he b e lie v e d  w ou ld  cause the law  to redound  a g a in s t 
the  ra d ic a ls  and h e lp  to  "d is e n th ra l the South.
T h e re  had been num ero u s  o u tra g e s  in  the  s ta te  d u r in g  
1870, as p re v io u s ly  in d ic a te d , and th e re  was re a s o n  enough to condem n 
the m  on p r in c ip le .  M any s ta te  D e m o c ra ts  had begun to  do so 
( in c lu d in g  the sam e A th e ns  e d ito r ) ,  who w e re  co g n iza n t o f the 
re s id u a l e ffe c ts  o f K la n  te r r o r is m .  Now th e y  w e re  g e ttin g  a p o in ted  
d e m o n s tra t io n  o f ra d ic a l b a ck la sh  in  these  e n fo rce m er.ts  a c ts , w h ich  
cou ld  n e v e r have been enacted  had the South not p ro v id e d  a m p le  
"b lo o d y  s h i r t "  m a te r ia l .  W ith  these law s p asse d , i t  was even m o re  
im p o r ta n t  tha t o rd e r  be e s ta b lis h e d  so as not to p ro v id e  caus e fo r  
th e ir  a p p lic a t io n  in  A la b a m a .
The la w s , n e v e r th e le s s , w e re  fu l ly  a p p lie d  in  the s ta te  
a lthough  fe d e ra l p ro s e c u tio n  o f K la n s m e n  was ce n te re d  in  South 
C a ro lin a  w h ere  the w r i t  o f habeas co rp us  was suspended in  n ine 
tu rb u le n t  co un ties  and hundreds  o f a r re s ts  made by m i l i t a r y  and
A p r i l  28, 1871.
^% e e  T re le a s e , W h ite  T e r r o r , 4 0 1 -0 8 , and H o rn , 
In v is ib le  E m p ire , 2 3 2 -4 3 , fo r  two ra th e r  a n t ith e t ic a l v ie w s o f 
the South C a ro lin a  p ro s e c u tio n s .
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C a ro lin a , o r  anyw here  e lse  fo r  tha t m a tte r ,  and s t i l l  fe w e r e v e r 
s e rve d  p r is o n  sentences und e r these la w s . B u t th is  r ig o ro u s  
a s s a u lt  f ro m  the c e n tra l g o ve rn m e n t, w h ich  was s y s te m a tic  and 
e xpansive  (in c lu d in g  the b ro a d  use o f u n d e rc o v e r agents, an a rm y  
o f deputy  m a rs h a ls , an e n la rg e d  m i l i t a r y  p re se n ce , and an 
expanded fe d e ra l c o u r t s t ru c tu re ) ,  c e r ta in ly  had a s in g u la r  
im p a c t upon the K la n  and K la n - l ik e  o rg a n iz a tio n s  e v e ry w h e re . In 
the K la n  s ta tes  o f N o rth  and South C a ro lin a , M is s is s ip p i,  A la b a m a , 
G e o rg ia , F lo r id a  and Tennessee , the A tto rn e y  G e n e ra l's  R e po rts  
f o r  the y e a rs  1870 th rou g h  1877 show a to ta l o f 3583 cases in s t i ­
tu te d  u n d e r the e n fo rc e m e n t a c ts . A lth o u g h  re la t iv e ly  few  con­
v ic t io n s  re s u lte d , the th re a t  o f c o n v ic tio n  was re a l w h ere  the 
g o v e rn m e n t p re s s e d  the case and even i f  accused  K la n s m e n  d id  
escape c o n v ic tio n  the tro u b le ,  expense, and h a z a rd  o f a fe d e ra l 
t r i a l  was enough to g ive  pause to m o s t e rs tw h ile  m asked  m a ra u d e rs . 
G ra n tin g  the p o in t, w h ich  a p o lo g is ts  have m ade, tha t the "n e e d " 
f o r  the K la n  had passed  and tha t these la te r  tro u b le s  w e re  not the 
w o rk  o f the "g e n u in e " K u  K lu x  anyw ay, i t  seem s c le a r  tha t the
h u n d red  deputy m a rs h a ls  w e re  appo in ted  in  A la b a m a  a lone . T h is  
c e r ta in ly  seem s an e x o rb ita n t f ig u re  u n less  i t  in c lu d e s  a l l  those who 
w e re  te m p o ra r i ly  d e p u tize d  fo r  s e rv ic e  on fe d e ra l posses. See h is 
D o c u m e n ta ry  H is to ry  o f R e c o n s tru c t io n , I I ,  135.
218, fo r  a c o lla tio n  o f these f ig u re s .
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e ffe c t o f these fe d e ra l law s and the v ig o ro u s  (though b r ie f)  a p p li­
c a tio n  o f them  was to d r iv e  f ro m  ex is ten ce  those o rg a n iz a tio n s  tha t 
w e re  o p e ra tin g  in  the K la n  m ode.
T h is  was no le s s  tru e  in  A la b a m a  than e ls e w h e re . U n ited  
S ta tes M a rs h a l R . W . H e a ly  and D is t r ic t  A tto rn e y  M in n is  w e re  quite  
a c tiv e  in  the p u rs u it  o f suspected  v io la to rs .  The u sua l tro u b le s  
w e re  e nco un te red  in  t r y in g  to o b ta in  in d ic tm e n ts  and c o n v ic tio n s  but 
the v e ry  v ig o r  o f the ca m p a ig n  he lped  p roduce  the d e s ire d  re s u lts .  
T h e re  had been a n o tice a b le  d e c lin e  in  p o l i t ic a l- ty p e  K la n  v io le n ce  
a f te r  the e le c t io n  o f the D e m o c ra tic  L in d s a y  in  1870 bu t the re  was 
s t i l l  a m p le  r a c is t  t e r r o r is m  and enough o rg a n iz e d  c r im in a l i ty  to 
keep  the fe d e ra l agenc ies  busy.
M in n is  seem s to have been e s p e c ia lly  a c tiv e  and v ig ila n t  
in  p u rs u it  o f ju s t ic e  fo r  a l l  A la b a m a  c it iz e n s . He c o n s ta n tly  t r a ­
v e rs e d  h is  two d is t r ic ts  w o rk in g  w ith  both fe d e ra l and s ta te  a u th o r i­
t ie s  to c o n tro l the la w le s s n e s s  tha t now cam e w ith in  h is  ju r is d ic t io n .  
I f  lo c a l o f f ic ia ls  w e re  w il l in g  and adequate to the ta s k , as they w e re  
in  L im e s to n e  C ounty, he m uch p re fe r re d  to  have c r im e s  o f v io le n ce  
p ro s e c u te d  u n d e r the s ta te  code. In  s e v e ra l in s ta n c e s  he helped  in  
a r r e s t  p ro c e d u re s  and a rra ig n m e n ts ,  then tu rn e d  the cases o v e r to 
coun ty  s o l ic i to r s  o f whose com petence  he was su re . T h is  way the 
in te n t  o f the law  was s e rv e d  and the bu rde ns  o f the fe d e ra l c o u r t  
s y s te m  re lie v e d  a t the sam e t im e . M in n is  was a ls o  w il l in g  to
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a u th o r iz e  the m o re  ab le  coun ty  s o l ic i to r s  to fu n c t io n  in  h is  stead 
as fe d e ra l o f f ic ia ls  i f  he fe l t  tha t w o u ld  se rv e  an e ffe c tu a l p u rpo se .
B y  these m e thods cos ts  w e re  reduced  (w h ich  was no s m a ll c o n s id e ra ­
t io n ) , and ju s t ic e  was a s s u re d  fo r  the v ic t im s  o f the d is g u is e d  
38
t e r r o r is t s .
B oth  M in n is  and D is t r ic t  Judge B usteed  a g ree d  th a t the 
fe d e ra l e n fo rc e m e n t la w s  w e re  n e ce ssa ry  fo r  peace and t r a n q u il i t y  
— and fo r  R a d ic a l s u rv iv a l in  A la ba m a . M o s t o th e r  R a d ic a ls  fe l t  
the sam e w a y, a ltho ug h  G o v e rn o r L in d s a y  and fe l lo w  D e m o c ra ts  
a tte s te d  to the good o rd e r  w ith in  the s ta te . M in n is  k e p t the p re s ­
su re  on, b r in g in g  som e 134 p e rson s  to t r i a l  betw een 1870 and 1877, 
m o s t ly  fo r  "c o n s p ira c y ”  u nd e r S ec tio n  6 o f the 1870 a c t. These 
n u m b e rs  a re  in s ig n if ic a n t  co m p are d  to the m any hundreds who w e re  
in d ic te d  in  the C a ro lin a s  and M is s is s ip p i,  and o n ly  th ir te e n  seem  to 
have been co n v ic te d  in  the s ta te  (w ith  re c o rd  o f o n ly  one a c tu a l 
p r is o n  sen tence ), but the y  w e re  enough. The l i t t le  re m a in in g  b a c k ­
bone was taken  out o f the K la n . T h is  was e v ide n ced  in  the q u ie t ­
ness o f the 1872 e le c t io n .
The e ff ic a c y  o f the e n fo rc e m e n t p o lic y  f o r  the R a d ic a ls  was 
a lso  d e m o n s tra te d  in  th a t sam e e le c t io n . W ith  the K la n  th ro t t le d ,  
the R e pu b lica ns  eased back in to  c o n tro l o f the c e n tra l s ta te
^K u  K lu x  R e p o rt) "A la b a m a  T e s t im o n y ,"  551-71.
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a d m in is tr a t io n  and w e re  enabled  to cast the s ta te ’ s e le c to ra l vo tes 
a ga in  fo r  G ra n t. The B la c k  B e lt  coun ties re tu rn e d  heavy R e pu b lica n  
m a jo r it ie s  and th is  made the d if fe re n c e . The K la n  was o b v io u s ly  
m is s e d  by the D e m o c ra ts  and i t  was th e ir  tu rn  to  c ry ,  c la im in g  
th a t the y  had been h a ra s s e d  and in t im id a te d  by the a rm y  and o th e r 
fe d e ra l o f f ic ia ls ,  p a r t ic u la r ly  the e le c tio n  s u p e rv is o rs .  The 
R a d ic a ls  had i t  th e ir  w ay  fo r  a n o the r two y e a rs  bu t, as e a r l ie r  noted, 
th e ir  p r im a c y  was ra p id ly  d e te r io ra t in g  because o f in te rn e c in e  
b ic k e r in g  in  the p a r ty  and the burge on in g  " c o lo r  l in e "  ca m pa ign  o f 
the  o p p o s itio n . Read ing  the s igns c o r re c t ly ,  m any ca rp e tb a g g e rs  
began to  leave  the s ta te  and w ith o u t th e ir  d is c ip lin e  and s u p p o rt the - 
b la c k  vote  becam e q u ite  u n s ta b le . A ny  p o li t ic a l ju s t i f ic a t io n  the 
K la n  m ig h t have once c la im e d  was a lm o s t gone — but so was the 
K la n . The fe d e ra l g o v e rn m e n t p u rsue d  i t  to the end.
M in n is  co n tin ue d  d i l ig e n t ly  a t h is  w o rk  u nd e r the la w , and 
c o n s e rv a tiv e s  co n tin ue d  d i l ig e n t ly  to p ro te s t  the ty ra n n y  o f the law . 
The M o n tg o m e ry  M a il and A d v e r t is e r  c a lle d  the e n fo rc e m e n t p o lic y  
od ious and d es igned  to  "b re a k  the s p i r i t  o f o u r people  and m ake 
th e m  s la ves  to fe d e ra l p o w e r . . . . "  Inn o cen t and peaceab le  citizens
^ ^ Ib id . , 108, 207, 329, 552; D a v is , "F e d e ra l E n fo rc e ­
m e n t A c ts ,  "  224; S w inney, "E n fo rc in g  the F if te e n th  A m e nd m e n t, 
218; F le m in g , C iv i l  W a r and R e c o n s tru c t io n , 753 -57 ; M in n is  
A d d re s s , "K u  K lu x  in  A la b a m a , "  3.
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w e re  be ing  "s n a tc h e d " f ro m  th e ir  hom es and b us in e sses , accused  
th is  D e m o c ra tic  e d ito r ,  and "th e  spy, the bayonet, the subo rned  
w itn e s s , the b r ib e d  ju r y ,  and the p a r tis a n  judge  in  f u l l  sw ay o v e r 
the l iv e s ,  p ro p e r ty  and r ig h ts  o f a l l  s o u th e rn  people . T im e s
w ere  changing , h o w e ve r, and a fte r  1872 the J u s tic e  D e p a rtm e n t 
fo r  a n um be r o f re a son s , began to s low  the pace o f the p ro s e c u ­
t io n s . Inadequacies o f the c o u r ts , sh o rta g e  o f fun d s , d if f ic u l t y  o f 
c o n v ic tin g , and p o li t ic a l exped iency  have a l l  been o ffe re d  as reasons 
fo r  a s low dow n ,  ̂ and they a l l  have some v a lid ity ,  but th e re  seem s 
a s im p le r  e x p la n a tio n : tha t th e re  was ju s t  le ss  c o n s p ira to r ia l Ku
K lu x  a c t iv it y  to in v e s t ig a te . In  any even t, the la w s  p ra c t ic a l ly  
becam e dead le t te rs  a fte r  1874. B y the end o f the c e n tu ry  they had
becom e l i t e r a l l y  dead, e ra sed  f ro m  the s ta tu te  books by re p e a l and 
42
a d ve rse  c o u r t d e c is io n .
In  the 1874 e le c t io n , w h ich  saw G o v e rn o r H ouston  v ic t o r i ­
ous and the D e m o c ra ts  p e rm a n e n tly  re s to re d  to p o w e r, th e re  was 
c o e rc io n  and in t im id a tio n  on both s id e s , but i t  was o f a new k in d .
The c o n s e rv a tiv e s  used ra c is t  ta c t ic s  as a lw a ys , but now q u ite  
o pe n ly , sans d isg u ise s  and w ith  a g re a t d ea l m o re  s u b tle ty . They
"E n fo rc in g  the F if te e n th  A m e nd m e n t, "  206 -18 .
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c a re fu l ly  a vo ided  any b la ta n t c o n s p ira to r ia l a rra n g e m e n ts  even 
though i t  was a p p a re n t th a t the p re s s u re  was o ff  as fa r  as p ro s e ­
cu tion s  u n d e r the e n fo rc e m e n t a c ts  w e re  co nce rn ed . The R a d ic a l 
ta c t ic s  a ppea r le s s  d e te rm in e d  but p erhaps  even m o re  d e sp e ra te .
The U n io n  League o rg a n iz a tio n  had b ro k e n  down u nd e r c o n s e rv a ­
t iv e  p re s s u re  and the f l ig h t  o f ra d ic a l m a n a g e rs , and the re m a in ­
in g  p a r ty  le a d e rs  w e re  faced  w ith  the p o s s ib i l i ty  o f lo s in g  c o n tro l o f 
the b la c k  vo te  to the o p p o s itio n . D e fe c tio n s  cam e ra p id ly ,  and 
R e pu b lica ns  w e re  re d uce d  in  som e a re as  to a tte m p te d  b r ib e r y  o r  
in t im id a tio n  to  keep down g ro w in g  D e m o c ra tic  s tre n g th s . The 
e n fo rc e m e n t a c ts  co u ld  s t i l l  g ive  s e rv ic e  in  th is  co nn ectio n . F e d e ra l 
d ep u tysh ip s  m ade a tt ra c t iv e  lu re  and w e re  a p p a re n tly  o ffe re d  f re e ly .  
A  R e p u b lica n  c o m m itte e m a n  w ro te  M a rs h a l H e a ly  su gg estin g  tha t 
good use cou ld  be m ade o f a p p o in tm e n ts  to the "h ig h  and e xa lte d  
o ff ic e  o f U n ited  S ta tes depu ty  m a rs h a l.  "  The e n t ire  s ta te  cou ld  be 
c a r r ie d ,  he sa id , w ith  " tw e n ty - th o u  sand b la n k  c o m m is s io n s  . . . .
B a it  is  good, and e s p e c ia lly  f o r  d e m o c ra t ic  o ff ic e -h u n g e r .  "  In  the 
B la c k  B e lt  r a d ic a l d eputy  m a rs h a ls ,  g o v e rn m e n t d e te c tiv e s , and 
m i l i t a r y  a u th o r it ie s  re p o r te d ly  tru m p e d  up ch arge s  a g a in s t le a d ­
in g  D e m o c ra ts  and a r re s te d  them  und e r a u th o r ity  o f the K u  K lu x  
A c t,  n e v e r p la n n in g  to t r y  the m  but o n ly  to re m o ve  the m  f ro m  c ir c u -
4 3 R le m in g , C iv i l  W a r and R e c o n s tru c t io n , 707; Isaa c
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’ ’new d e p a r tu re ”  (w h ich  in  A la b a m a  co n s is te d  o f the c o lo r - l in e  ta c ­
t ic s  to g e th e r w ith  a re a l p itc h  fo r  b la c k  vo tes as w e ll) ,  is  in d ic a te d  
by the re d uce d  R e p u b lica n  m a rg in s  in  p ra c t ic a l ly  e v e ry  coun ty .
D u rin g  the h e ig h t o f the  e n fo rc e m e n t p ro s e c u tio n s  C ong ress 
had c o n c u r re n tly  launched  a sw eep ing  in v e s tig a tio n  o f its  own in to  
the K la n  s itu a t io n  in  the South. The purpose  o f th is  in v e s t ig a tio n  is  
no t e x a c tly  c le a r  as the jo in t  c o m m itte e  w h ich  was to  conduct i t  was 
o rg a n iz e d  on the v e ry  day the K u  K lu x  A c t  becam e la w , A p r i l  20, 
1871. T h us , i t  is  not l ik e ly  th a t its  p u rpo se  was to su b s ta n tia te  the 
need fo r  s tro n g e r le g is la t io n  — such was out o f the q ue s tion . 
D e m o c ra ts  a lw a ys  b e lie v e d  th a t i t  was in a u g u ra te d  fo r  the p urpose  
o f c o lle c tin g  "b lo o d y  s h i r t ”  m a te r ia l fo r  the 1872 e le c t io n s , and 
th a t m a y  have indeed  been the in te n tio n . Once the c o m m itte e  began 
i t s  w o rk , i t  becam e a good sounding  b oa rd  fo r  d e te rm in in g  the e ffe c t 
o f the e n fo rc e m e n t a c ts  and, once i t  was co m p le te d , the re p o r t  i t  
p re p a re d  becam e a p o li t ic a l weapon fo r  both  s id e s . The R e pu b lica ns  
c la im e d  th a t the ev idence  c o lle c te d  showed the need fo r  extend ing  
th a t p a r t  o f the K u  K lu x  A c t  w h ich  was te m p o ra ry  (the p ro v is io n  fo r  
suspend ing  the w r i t  o f habeas c o rp u s ), and the D e m o c ra ts  th a t i t  
d e m o n s tra te d  the p o l i t ic a l  n a tu re  o f a l l  the s o u th e rn  tro u b le s .
H eym an  to M a rs h a l H e a ly , O p e lik a , O c t. 20, 1874, in  F le m in g , 
D o c u m e n ta ry  H is to ry  o f R e c o n s tru c t io n , U, 136; see a lso  ib id . , 
135, 137 -38 .
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W h a te ve r the p o l i t ic a l  v a g a rie s  tha t c re a te d  i t ,  the J o in t 
S e lec t C o m m itte e  to In q u ire  in to  the C o nd itio n  o f A f fa ir s  in  the 
L a te  In s u r re c t io n a ry  S ta tes began its  w o rk  in  M a y  and deve loped  
in to  the m o s t e x te n s ive  and e la b o ra te  in v e s tig a tio n  in  the h is to r y  o f 
C ong ress up to tha t t im e . U nde r the c h a irm a n s h ip  o f S ena to r John 
S co tt o f P e n n s y lv a n ia , the tw e n ty -o n e  m an c o m m itte e  (seven sena­
to rs  and fo u rte e n  c o ng re ssm e n , w ith  a th ir te e n  to  e ig h t ba lance  o f 
R e pu b lica ns  to D e m o c ra ts ) , e m b a rke d  upon w h a t is  p ro b a b ly  the 
m o s t d e lig h t fu lly  p a r tis a n  c o n g re s s io n a l in v e s t ig a tio n  o f any ex ten t 
even up to the p re s e n t t im e .
The c o m m itte e  began its  h e a rin g s  in  W a sh ing ton , tak ing  
te s t im o n y  f ro m  a w ide  v a r ie ty  o f w itn e sse s  th e re  f r o in  M ay u n t il 
S ep tem be r. A  s u b c o m m itte e  o f th re e  v is ite d  South C a ro lin a  in  
June and J u ly , and in  the  f a l l  o th e r su b c o m m itte e s  w e re  d ispa tche d  
so u th w a rd  to  the m o re  n o to r io u s  K la n  s ta te s  o f M is s is s ip p i,  
A la b a m a , G e o rg ia , F lo r id a ,  and N o rth  C a ro lin a . As noted  in  an 
e a r l ie r  c h a p te r , the te s t im o n y  taken  by the c o m m itte e  in  W ash ing ton  
and by the v a r io u s  su b c o m m itte e s  c o n s titu te s  the s in g le  m o s t v a lu ­
ab le  s o u rc e  o f lo re  fo r  the h is to r ia n  o f the K la n . I t  is  re m u n e ra ­
t iv e  fo r  the s tud e n t o f g e n e ra l so u th e rn  h is to r y  as w e ll,  fo r  m uch
K u  K lu x  R e p o rt, "R e p o rt  o f the C o m m itte e , "  1, 2.
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o f the in fo rm a t io n  found h e re  on s o c ie ty , p o l i t ic s ,  and the 
e conom y of the se c tio n  is  a v a ila b le  now here  e lse .
A s  an e ffe c t iv e  in v e s t ig a to ry  body, the c o m m itte e  was 
o f dub ious va lue  as fa r  as its  o s te n s ib le  p u rpo se  was conce rned , 
fo r  i t  f e l l  in to  p a r tis a n  w ra n g lin g  f r o m  the o u ts e t, w ith  both  the 
m a jo r i t y  and m in o r it y  m e m b e rs  m a k in g  u n co n sc io n a b ly  c le a r  
e ffo r ts  to p ro ve  th e ir  re s p e c tiv e  p o in ts . The R e pu b lica n  m e m b e rs  
s tre n u o u s ly  sought to  show th a t the K u K lu x  K la n  was a p o li t ic a l 
s o c ie ty  o f D e m o c ra tic  o r ie n ta t io n ,  des igned  e s p e c ia lly  f o r  the 
o p p re s s io n  o f R e pu b lica ns  o f both ra ce s  and p a r t ic u la r ly  fo r  the 
th w a r tin g  o f b la c k  vo tin g  p ow e r. The D e m o c ra ts  ju s t  as d il ig e n t ly  
w o rke d  to p ro ve  tha t the K la n  was not b ro a d ly  based, had no 
p o l i t ic a l  ca s t, and had fu n c tio n e d  g e n e ra l ly  as an agency fo r  the 
p re s e rv a t io n  o f law  and o rd e r  in  a few  a re a s  w h e re  i t  was a m p ly  
ju s t i f ie d  by ra d ic a l u s u rp a tio n s . N e ith e r s ide  seem ed g re a t ly  
in te re s te d  in  w hat the o th e r was do ing o r  d is c o v e r in g  excep t as p a r t  
o f the oneupm anship  gam e of p re s e n tin g  re b u tta l w itn e sse s  to d is ­
c re d it  te s t im o n y  e lic ite d  by the o p p o s itio n . The m a jo r it y  had the 
advantages tha t u s u a lly  a c c ru e  to th a t s id e , m o s t p a te n tly  w ith  the 
v a r io u s  c h a irm e n  changing the ru le s  o f ev idence  and a d m is s ib i l i ty  
o f te s t im o n y  q u ite  c a p r ic io u s ly  f r o m  t im e  to  t im e .
The f in a l re p o r t  to the C ong ress p ro v e d  no th ing  and cou ld  
p ro b a b ly  have been w r it te n  w ith o u t the le n g th y  and a rduous
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in v e s t ig a tio n . No one 's  m in d  had been changed a degree  in  e ith e r  
d ire c t io n .  B oth  the m a jo r i t y  and the m in o r it y  w e re  c e r ta in  o f the 
c o rre c tn e s s  o f th e ir  v ie w  and no a m oun t o f te s t im o n y  was l ik e ly  
to  a lte r  the s itu a t io n . I t  r e a l ly  d id  not m a tte r  anyw ay as the re a m s 
o f te s t im o n y  g a th e red  d us t in  the c o n g re s s io n a l p r in te r 's  o ff ic e  fo r  
m on ths  b e fo re  i t  was p r in te d  fo r  anyone to re a d , and the m a jo r it y  
w e n t ahead and p re s e n te d  its  re p o r t  w ith o u t w a it in g  fo r  th a t 
te c h n ic a l ity .
The whole  th in g , in  the end, was p ro je c te d  m e re ly  as sup ­
p o r t iv e  ev idence  both  f o r  and a g a in s t the  e x te n s ion  o f the K u  K lu x  
A c t.  C o ng re ssm a n  M a y n a rd  o f Tennessee  spoke fo r  the m a jo r it y  
p o s it io n  in  1 872:
S ir ,  we co u ld  n o t a ffo rd  to le t  these vo lum es  o f 
te s t im o n y  d r i f t  down in to  h is to r y  u n le ss  o u r s ta tu te  
book sh ou ld  show th a t we made som e e f fo r t  to 
re d re s s  these m ig h ty  w ron gs  and b r in g  the m  to an 
end. The b é n é fic ie n t e ffe c t o f th is  law  in  the sup ­
p re s s io n  o f v io le n c e  and the p re v e n tio n  o f these 
h o r r ib le  c r im e s  cannot be q ue s tion e d  . . . .
L e t th is  s e s s io n  o f C ong ress a d jo u rn  w ith  the 
la w  unam ended, and i t  w i l l  not be tw e n ty - fo u r  
h o u rs  b e fo re  i t  w i l l  be know n in  e v e ry  K u  K lu x  
den in  the South th a t the p o w e r to  suspend the w r i t  
o f habeas co rp us  is  gone; and in  m y  ju d g e m e n t ^ u  
w i l l  see a t once a r e v iv a l o f the o ld  a tr o c i t ie s .
C o ng re ssm a n  W ood o f New Y o rk  e p ito m iz e d  the D e m o c ra tic  
v ie w  o f the s itu a t io n  in  a s h o r t speech in  M a y , 1872. The whole
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b lam e  fo r  any co n tin u in g  so u th e rn  tu r m o il,  he sa id , la y  w ith  the
R e pu b lica ns . W hy shou ld  th e re  be an e x te n s io n  o f the law  when
they a lre a d y  h e ld  p o w e r?
T hey have had the m a g is tra c y .  T h ey  have had the 
p ro s e c u tin g  a tto rn e y s . They have had th e ir  d e te c ­
tiv e s  . . . p a id  out o f the F e d e ra l T re a s u ry  th e re  
as th e ir  sp ie s . T h ey  have had the U n ited  S tates 
m a rs h a ls  to a r re s t ,  and they have had the ja i ls  
. . . . They have had the F e d e ra l tr ib u n a ls  in  w h ich  
to  t r y  and p un ish . T hey  have had the m i l i t a r y  
p ow e r by w h ic h , u n d e r the suspens ion  o f the 
habeas co rp u s , they  cou ld  in f l ic t  cond ign  p u n is h ­
m e n t w ith o u t the s lo w  p ro c e s s  o f la w . A nd  ye t, 
s i r ,  the y  co m p la in  o f these o u tra g es . W hy,
M r .  S peaker, how in c o n s is te n t,  how a b s u rd , w here  
the y  have abso lu te  p ow e r. I  h o ld , s i r ,  th a t w h ere  
Such p ow e r e x is ts , i f  c r im e  e x is ts , the re s p o n s i­
b i l i t y  is  upon the R e pu b lica n  p a r ty ,  and not the 
s o u th e rn  people.
The D e m o c ra tic  v ie w  p re v a ile d  f in a l ly  and the habeas 
co rp us  suspens ion  se c tio n  o f the K u  K lu x  A c t  was a llo w e d  to 
e x p ire  a t the end o f the y e a r . T h e re  was a changing  c lim a te  o f 
o p in io n  in  W ash ing ton . In  a s e r ie s  o f S uprem e C o u rt d e c is io n s  in  
the 1870's and 80 's  the e s s e n tia l p a r ts  o f the e n fo rc e m e n t law s 
w e re  c o n s t itu t io n a lly  in v a lid a te d , and a lm o s t a f u l l  c e n tu ry  was 
to pass b e fo re  the p o l i t ic a l  and s o c ia l a tm o s p h e re  in  the n a tio n  
w o u ld  be a ga in  conduc ive  to e x te n s ion  o f fe d e ra l a u th o r ity  in to  
s ta te  and lo c a l m a tte rs  fo r  the p ro te c t io n  o f b as ic  c it iz e n 's  
r ig h ts .
“ C o n g re s s io n a l G lobe , 42d Cong. , 2d sess. , 4030-31 .
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N o tw ith s ta n d in g  its  u lt im a te  in u t i l i t y ,  the K u  K lu x  in v e s t i­
g a tio n , as i t  p ro cee de d , had p ro v id e d  the n a tio n  w ith  a fa s c in a tin g  
d iv e rs io n .  I t  was h a ile d  w ith  a p p re c ia tio n  o r d e r is io n  in  the p o la r ­
iz e d  p re ss  o f the day. The New Y o rk  W o r ld  re p o r te d :
I t  is  now u n d e rs to o d  tha t the C o n g re s s io n a l c o m m it­
tee is  to take  the K u K lu x  in  hand. B y  a l l  m eans.
A nd  le t  th is  c o m m is s io n  not re s t  u n t i l  i t  nabbed 
a G ra nd  H ig h  C o c k a lo ru m  o f th is  f r a te r n i ty ,  o r  a t 
le a s t a S u b -e x a lte d  G nom e, and when nabbed, le t  
the ca p tive  be put in  a cage and shown th ro u g h o u t 
the c o u n try . The co lum ns o f the n ew spape rs  hav^^ 
too long  had a m o n op o ly  o f these c u r io u s  b e in g s .
I t  was g e n e ra l ly  re fe r re d  to as the "S m e ll in g  C o m m itte e "  in  the 
S outh, and m o s t s o u th e rn  c o n s e rv a tiv e s  v ie w e d  i t  as "a n o th e r 
m o n s tro u s  h um bu g" sent upon them  by the ra d ic a ls .  I t  was c o m ­
p a re d  w ith  the Spanish In q u is it io n ,  w h ich  one G e o rg ia  e d ito r  re p o rte d  
as n e v e r h av in g  been "m o re  d is g ra c e fu l and dange rous than  is  th is  
ro tte n  co nce rn .
The s u b c o m m itte e  w h ich  v is ite d  A la b a m a  in  O c to b e r and 
N o vem be r o f 1871 was com posed o f S ena to rs  P r a t t  and R ice  and 
R e p re s e n ta tiv e s  B la ir ,  B eck , and B u c k le y . B la ir  and B eck w e re  
the D e m o c ra tic  m e m b e rs  but w e re  n eve r p re s e n t a t the sam e  t im e , 
so the u sua l c o n s tru c t io n  was th re e  R e pu b lica ns  and one D e m o c ra t.
^ ^C o p ied  in  Jackson  /M is s .^ /  W e e k ly  C la r io n , F e b . 2,
1871.
'^^A thens W e e k ly  P o s t, M a rc h  3, 1871; K u  K lu x  R e p o rt, 
"G e o rg ia  T e s t im o n y ,"  891.
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C. W . B u c k le y  was a R a d ic a l R e p re s e n ta tiv e  f ro m  A la ba m a  and was 
s tro n g ly  m oved  to p ro ve  a D e m o c ra tic  c o n s p ira c y  in  h is  adopted 
s ta te . T w e n ty - th re e  A la b a m a  w itn e sse s  had been sum m oned to 
W ash ing ton  in  the s u m m e r and one hundred  and th ir ty -o n e  m o re  
w ou ld  be exam ine d  in  s u b c o m m itte e  se ss ion s  a t H u n ts v il le ,  
M o n tg o m e ry , D e m o p o lis , L iv in g s to n ,  and a t C o lu m b us , M is s is s ip p i,  
w h e re  som e w e s t A la b a m a  w itn e s s e s  w e re  h e a rd . O f these  one 
h u n d red  f i f t y - f o u r  who te s t if ie d ,  s ix ty - fo u r  w e re  sum m oned by the 
m in o r it y  and the o th e r n in e ty  by the R e p u b lica n s . F o r ty - th r e e  of 
the to ta l w e re  b la c k s , o f whom  two w e re  sum m oned  by the  D e m o c ra ts .
The c h a ra c te r  o f the te s t im o n y , f ro m  the  s ta n d p o in t o f 
a r t ic u la t io n  though not n e c e s s a r ily  its  v e ra c ity ,  was g e n e ra l ly  b e t­
te r  on the m in o r it y  s id e , as m o s t o f its  w itn e s s e s  w e re  w e ll edu­
ca ted  m en o f h igh  s o c ia l c la s s e s , w ith  m any o f the m  le g a lly  t ra in e d  
and able  to handle  th e m s e lv e s  w e ll in  the tense  c o u r t - l ik e  a tm o s ­
p h e re  o f the h e a r in g s . Some of A la b a m a 's  le a d in g  c o n s e rv a tiv e  
c it iz e n s  w e re  c a lle d  and, und e r the c le v e r  d ire c t io n  o f B la ir  o r  
B eck , th e ir  te s t im o n y  was a llo w e d  to ra n ge  o v e r  the w ho le  h is to r y  
o f R a d ic a l R e c o n s tru c t io n  w ith  p o in ted  em p ha s is  upon the s o c ia l 
u n re s t caused by the fe d e ra l p o lic y  and the o f f ic ia l  m a lv e rs a tio n  
th a t cam e w ith  i t .
M o s t o f the  c o n s e rv a tiv e s  w e re  le s s  than  cand id  about th e ir  
know ledge  o f the K la n  and bu t few  a d m itte d  any in t im a c y  w ith  the
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s e c re t s o c ie ty . T hey  w e re  g e n e ra l ly  a g ree d  th a t th e re  had p ro b a b ly  
been some such o rg a n iz a tio n  in  p a r ts  o f the s ta te  in  1867 and 1868 
b ut th a t i t  had long  s ince  d isbanded. The K la n  "o u tra g e s ”  o f the 
p as t tw o  y e a rs  had been g ro s s ly  exag ge ra ted , they  ty p ic a l ly  c la im e d , 
and w h ile  a d m itt in g  th a t th e re  m ig h t have been e xcess ive  c r im in a l i ty  
in  the s ta te  a t t im e s  p a s t m o s t o f them  w e re  a t pa ins to show th a t i t  
was a p ro d u c t o f the ra d ic a l p ro g ra m  and was no t p o l i t ic a l ly  o r  con- 
s p i r i t o r ia l ly  d ire c te d . A  la rg e  pe rcen tag e  o f the m  (and m a jo r it y  
w itn e s s e s  as w e ll) ,  w e re  in  a g re e m e n t th a t w h e re  the K u  K lu x  had 
d eve loped  i t  had com e p r im a r i ly  as a response  to  the d is o rd e re d  
co nd itio ns  and as a re a c tio n  to the U n ion  L eague . The la t te r  re a son  
w as, o f c o u rs e , som ew ha t ir o n ic  in  v ie w  o f the a lle g e d  a p o li t ic a l 
n a tu re  o f the K la n . The ra t io n a le  was tha t the U n ion  League was the 
c a ta ly s t p ro d u c in g  m uch o f the  c iv i l  d is o rd e r .  A m ong  these m en th e re  
was a lm o s t u n iv e rs a l a g re e m e n t th a t the K la n  tro u b le s  had ended and 
th a t the fe d e ra l e n fo rc e m e n t p ro g ra m  was u n n e c e s s a ry . T hey  p o in ted  
to the a r re s ts  and t r ia ls  th a t had a lre a d y  o c c u r re d  as p ro o f  o f tha t: 
the defendants in  these cases, i t  was sa id , w e re  not p o l i t ic a l con­
s p ira to rs  but com m on  c r im in a ls .  M any a s s e r te d , som ew hat in c o n ­
s is te n t ly ,  th a t g ra n tin g  a m n es ty  to the re m a in in g  s o u th e rn e rs  und e r 
d is a b il i t ie s  w o u ld  go fa r  in  b r in g in g  an end to the lin g e r in g  u n re s t.
A  la rg e  p a r t  o f the m in o r it y  s tra te g y  was to d e s tro y  the 
c re d ib i l i t y  o f R a d ic a l w itn e s s e s , and B eck  and B la i r  w o rk e d  h a rd
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a t i t .  T h is  was not a lw ays  an easy m a tte r  as the c h a irm a n ,
S en a to r P ra t t ,  f ro m  t im e  to t im e  in tro d u c e d  s u rp r is e  w itn e sse s  
fo r  w hom  the m in o r it y  d id  not have t im e  to p roduce  a re b u tta l and 
on a n um be r o f occas ions  he re fu s e d  to a d m it w r it te n  s ta te m e n ts  
fo r  the m in o r ity .  P ro c e d u ra l p ro b le m s  such  as th is  w e re  a lw a ys  
vo ted  upon and in v a r ia b ly  the D e m o c ra ts  lo s t  th e ir  p o in t th re e  to 
one. O f c o u rs e , B la ir  and B eck a lso  had a p ro b le m  in  tha t m uch  
o f the o p p o s itio n  te s t im o n y  in  re g a rd  to o u tra g es  was tru e  and 
im p o s s ib le  to re fu te .
The R a d ica ls  sum m oned a w ide  v a r ie ty  o f w itn e s s e s , ra n g ­
in g  f r o m  h ig h -p la c e d  ca rpe tbag  o r  sca law ag  o f f ic ia ls  and m i l i t a r y  
a u th o r it ie s  to lo w ly  uneducated fre e d m e n . M o s t o f the b lacks  
in te r ro g a te d  had been co n fro n te d  d ir e c t ly  by the K la n , and the 
s to r ie s  they to ld  w e re  o ften  q u ite  g ru eso m e  (though p rv b a b ly  t ru e  to 
a la rg e  ex te n t). T h is  seem ed to be the R e pu b lica n  s tra te g y ; to 
c o m p ile  as m any g o ry  ta les  o f K la n  v io le n c e  as the y  cou ld  and to 
g ive  them  a p o li t ic a l conn o ta tion . In  th is  the y  succeeded q u ite  w e ll 
a ltho ug h  m any o f th e ir  w itn esse s  (h ig h e r p laced  R e pu b lica ns , 
m o s tly )  b a c k f ire d  on them  and p re s e n te d  te s t im o n y  tha t g e n e ra lly  
o r  to som e degree  su pp o rted  the D e m o c ra tic  co n te n tio n s . The 
R a d ic a ls  d id  no t p ro du ce  a K la n  d e fe c to r  h e re  as in  som e o f the 
o th e r s ta te s  so th e re  is  not in  the A la b a m a  te s t im o n y  a lo t  o f 
d e ta ile d  e x p o s it io n  o f K u  K lu x  s e c re ts . N e v e r th e le s s , a l l  s o rts  o f
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h e a rs a y  re v e la t io n s  w e re  a ccep ted  and a l l  s o r ts  o f K la n  lo re  
im p a rte d .
T h e re  was a ls o  a c o n s id e ra b le  am o un t o f re p e t it io n  in  
the R a d ic a l te s t im o n y  w ith  the sam e in c id e n ts  b e ing  re p o r te d  upon 
(w ith  fa s c in a tin g  v a r ia t io n s ) ,  by s e v e ra l w itn e s s e s . The H u n ts v il le  
" r i o t , "  the E utaw  and L iv in g s to n  " r io t s ,  "  and the  P a tona  a f fa ir  
w e re  g iven  re p ea ted  e x p o s it io n . T h is  is  co n fu s ing  fo r  the re a d e r 
but i t  can a t the sam e t im e  h e lp  to p ro du ce  an a c c u ra te  p ic tu re  i f  
in te rp re te d  p ro p e r ly .
T h e re  is  an in d e x  to these  th re e  vo lu m e s  o f A la b a m a  t e s t i ­
m ony and a ltho ug h  its  c p o s it io n  ev idences  a c le a r  ra d ic a l b ias - 
n ess^^  i t ,  too , is  i l lu s t r a t iv e  o f c o n te m p o ra ry  a tt itu d e s  and h e lp fu l 
to the re a d e r i f  used  p ro p e r ly .  K la n  v io le n c e  is  c a te g o r iz e d  under 
f o u r  head ings : w h ip p in g s , o u tra g e s , s h oo ting s , and k i l l in g s .  In  the
^*^One o f  the w ild e s t  s to r ie s ,  to w h ic h  the su b c o m m itte e  
s o le m n ly  lis te n e d , was the ta le  o f a "K u  K lu x  b ab y" to ld  by A . S. 
L a k in ,  an it in e r a n t  M e th o d is t m in is te r  and one o f the m o re  
n o to r io u s  ra d ic a ls  in  n o r th  A la ba m a . L a k in  re la te d  a p p a re n tly  in  
a l l  s e r io u s n e s s , the s to r y  o f a B lo u n t C ounty m o th e r  who, a fte r  
see ing  a band o f d is g u is e d  K la n s m e n , gave b ir th  to a s t i l lb o rn  ch ild  
th a t was a "p e r fe c t  re p re s e n ta t io n  and fa c s im ile  o f a d is g u is e d  
K u -K lu x ,  "  The dead c h ild  was e x h ib ite d  a t one o f L a k in 's  camp 
m e e tin g s  and su pposed ly  c re a te d  q u ite  a s e nsa tion . K u K lu x  R e p o rt, 
"A la b a m a  T e s t im o n y ,"  118-19. S e v e ra l c o n s e rv a tiv e  w itn esse s  
te s t if ie d  tha t the in fa n t had been dead in  i ts  m o th e r 's  w om b fo r  
som e t im e  b e fo re  d e liv e r y  and was p a r t ia l l y  decom posed.
dec ided  edge in  re g a rd  to space and a rra n g e m e n t.
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in d e x  the sam e in c id e n t f re q u e n t ly  appea rs  in  m o re  than one 
c la s s . T h is  a p p a re n tly  le d  la te r  to som e expa ns ion  o f s ta t is t ic s  
by ra d ic a l p ro po ne n ts . D e sp ite  the g re a t vo lum e  o f te s t im o n y  and 
the unq ue stio ne d  h o r r o r  i t  il lu m in a te s ,  c a re fu l e x a m in a tio n  o f th is  
m a te r ia l re v e a ls  tha t so m e th in g  le ss  than a re ig n  o f t e r r o r  had p re ­
v a ile d  in  the s ta te . O f the s ix ty - fo u r  coun ties  in  the s ta te , o u t­
rages  o f any c la ss  w e re  re p o r te d  in  o n ly  tw e n ty -n in e  o f the m . In  
a l l ,  o n ly  two h un dred  and f i f t y - e ig h t  d is t in c t  in c id e n ts  w e re  te s t i ­
f ie d  to, o f w h ich  som e one hun d red  and th re e  w e re  " k i l l in g s . "  
Th ese , o f co u rse , a re  no s m a ll f ig u re s ,  but when one c o n s id e rs  
th a t these w itn e sse s  w e re  r e fe r r in g  to  o u tra g es  going a l l  the way 
back to 1866, the im p a c t is  som ew hat d im in is h e d . M any o f the 
m u rd e rs  w e re  a lso  shown to  have had p o s it iv e ly  no K la n  co nn ectio n . 
On the o th e r hand i t  is  c e r ta in ly  tru e  tha t e v e ry  K u  K lu x  ou tra g e  
was not re p o r te d  h e re  and coun tless  o th e rs  w e re  a llu d e d  to in  the 
te s t im o n y  but no t c le a r ly  sp e lle d  ou t. M i l i t a r y  and J u s tic e  
D e p a rtm e n t re c o rd s  c o n ta in  in fo rm a t io n  o f o th e r K la n  a c t iv it y  tha t 
d id  no t appea r in  th is  te s t im o n y . Then, too , i t  shou ld  be re m e m ­
b e red  tha t the in v e s tig a tio n  took p lace  in  la te  1871, a good two 
ye a rs  a fte r  the K u  K lu x  m o ve m en t had peaked in  m o s t p a r ts  o f the 
s ta te . A  lo t  had been fo rg o tte n , and the m o re  re c e n t episodes 
w e re  o f a som ew ha t d if fe re n t  type . T h e re  was enough re m e m b e re d  
and re c a lle d  fo r  the s u b c o m m itte e , h o w e ve r, to show th a t the K u
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K lu x  K la n  had been no s im p le  re g u la to ry  agency o r  f r a te rn a l body.
I t  had u nq ue s tio na b ly  been a potent fa c to r  in  the s o c ia l and p o li t ic a l 
a f fa ir s  o f the s ta te  in  the p ast, but th e re  was e v e ry  in d ic a t io n  in  the 
te s tim o n y  f ro m  both s id e s , th a t its  day had passed.
C o n s e rv a tiv e s  in  A la ba m a  w e re  n a tu ra lly  fr ig h te n e d  and 
h o r r i f ie d  by the in v e s tig a tio n , and the "s m e llin g  c o m m itte e "  was 
Scoffed a t and taken  to ta sk  in  the D e m o c ra tic  p re s s ; ye t th e re  
e m e rge d  d u r in g  the p ro c e e d in g  som e th in g  o f a hop e fu l note f ro m  
aro un d  the s ta te  as w e ll.  Some e d ito rs  b e lie v e d  th a t the te s t im o n y  
w ou ld  "open  the eyes o f those h ow ling  about the a w fu l s ta te  o f a f fa ir s  
in  the South, "  and tha t the " c la s s "  o f w itn esse s  c a lle d  by the 
m a jo r it y  was h e lp fu l to the D e m o c ra tic  cause because the h ideous - 
ness and ra s c a li ty  o f som e o f them  was being re v e a le d  th rou g h  
th e ir  own te s tim o n y . The hope was tha t in  the end the in v e s t ig a ­
t io n  w ould  p ro ve  "d a m a g in g  to the R a d ic a l p a r ty . "  C o ng ressm an  
B eck echoed these fe e lin g s  in  s ta te m e n ts  to the p re s s . He was, 
he sa id , " th o ro u g h ly  d is g u s te d " w ith  a l l  the s i l l y  Ku K lu x  
s to r ie s  he had lis te n e d  to in  the s ta te . W h a te ve r had p ro m p te d
The d is c u s s io n  o f the in v e s tig a tio n  was d e r iv e d  f ro m  the 
th re e  vo lum es (2008 pages) o f te s t im o n y  re la t in g  to A labam a and 
f ro m  the c o m m itte e  R e p o rt, w h ich  con ta ins som e ra re  in fo rm a t io n  
on the econ om ic  and p o l i t ic a l  c o n d itio n  o f the s ta te . K u  K lu x  
R e p o rt , "A la b a m a  T e s tim o n y , "  p a s s im ; See a ls o  W a lte r L . F le m in g , 
"T h e  Ku K lu x  T e s tim o n y  R e la tin g  to A la b a m a , "  (p a m p h le t, n. d. ),
1 -6 ; w h ich  is  an e x tra c t  o f an a r t ic le  o f the sam e t i t le  tha t appea red  
in  The G u lf S ta tes H is to r ic a l  M a g a z in e , (N ove m b er, 1903).
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t lie  in v e s t ig a tio n , he was su re  tha t " th e  re s u lt  has been to f u l ly  
v in d ic a te  A la ba m a .
In  C o ng re ss , J . H . S lo ss , one o f the new D e m o c ra tic
re p re s e n ta t iv e s  f ro m  the s ta te , e p ito m iz e d  the fe e lin g s  o f m o s t
c o n s e rv a tiv e  A la b a m ia n s  in  a long  speech a g a in s t the e x te n s io n
o f the K u  K lu x  A c t;
The m a jo r it y  re p o r t  o f the c o m m itte e  on S ou the rn  
O u tra g es  . . .  is  bu t a tis s u e  o f e xa g g e ra tio n s  and 
m is re p re s e n ta tio n s  f ro m  b eg in n ing  to end.
L is te n  to som e of th e ir  s ta te m e n ts  and 
b e lieve  them  i f  you can. T hey  a s s u re  you . . . 
w ith o u t a b lush  th a t the South is  the m o s t 
in fe rn a lly ,  d ia b o lic a l ly  la w le s s  land  on the 
face  o f the e a r th ; th a t th e re  m en a re  hun ted  down 
and k i l le d  fo r  p o l i t ic a l o p in io n s . Y e t, s tra n g e  to 
say, these m en, so re c k le s s  in  u tte ra n c e  o f such 
ra d ic a l o p in io n s  on the s tum p  and f ro m  C ong ress 
a rc  a liv e ,  fre s h  and ro b u s t, and h e re  tkday  to 
d ra w  th e ir  pay and te l l  you these h o r r ib le  s to r ie s .
S loss was m o re  r ig h t  than  he knew . K la n  te r r o r is m ,  in  
h is  s ta te  a t le a s t,  was on the w ane, and in fe re n c e s  d ra w n  f ro m  
R a d ic a l te s t im o n y  about the p as t w e re  d is to r te d  p o r tra y a ls  o f 
c o n d itio n s  as they now e x is te d . B u t on the o th e r  hand, C o n g re s s ­
m an  B eck was q u ite  w ro n g  in  say ing  th a t the te s t im o n y  v in d ic a te d  
A la b a m a . The K u  K lu x  K la n  had liv e d  and th r iv e d  th e re  and the
J a c k s o n v ille  R e p u b lic a n , June 24, J u ly  22, 1871; M o n tg o m e ry  
A d v e r t is e r  and M a il,  June 14, 1871,
^ ^ C o n g re s s io n a l G lo b e , 42d Cong. , 2d sess. , A p p e n d ix ,
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in v e s t ig a tio n  had re v e a le d  the ex te n t o f its  t e r r o r .  J u s t i f ic a t io n  
fo r  its  e a r ly  e x is ten ce  th e re  m a y  have been in  the m ind s  o f its  
p a r t ic ip a n ts  and fe l lo w  t ra v e le rs ,  but e x c u lp a tio n  fo r  the h o r r o r  
i t  becam e th e re  cou ld  be none.
A s fa r  as i t  a ffe c te d  the s e c re t s o c ie ty  i t s e l f ,  a l l  the 
r h e to r ic  was bes ide  the p o in t. The v ig o ro u s  fe d e ra l a c tio n  a g a in s t 
i t  had o n ly  a c c e le ra te d  the d is s o lu t io n  tha t changing co nd itio ns  and 
new s tra te g ie s  had begun. B y 1874 i t  was dead and the D e m o c ra tic  
ascendency  o f th a t y e a r sea led  its  g ra v e ; th e re  was no c a l l  fo r  
even the  K la n  " s p i r i t .  "  The o r ig in a l K u  K lu x  m a y  have r is e n  
"p h o e n ix - lik e  f r o m  the ashes to save A la b a m a " but i t  had h a rd ly  
done so. P e rha ps  i t  had weakened R e pu b lica n  m o ra le  som ew hat 
— c e r ta in ly  in d iv id u a l R e pu b lica ns  had th e ir  m o ra le  a b s o lu te ly  
d e s tro y e d  by i t  — but i t  a lso  s tre ng the n ed  th e ir  hand by p ro v id in g  
the e m o tio n a l a tm o s p h e re  f ro m  w h ich  m uch o f the s u s ta in in g  
R a d ic a l le g is la t io n  was d ra w n . I t  m ig h t be suggested  tha t the K la n , 
o r  the K u K lu x  s y n d ro m e , even leng thened the p e r io d  o f R a d ic a l 
d o m in a tio n  in  the South, though th is  is  h a rd ly  the case in  A la ba m a . 
B u t i t  is  in te re s t in g  to note tha t the c o n s e rv a tiv e s  o r  D e m o c ra ts  
o n ly  a ch ie ve d  th e ir  u lt im a te  and la s t in g  d o m in a tio n  o f the sta te  
a f te r  the s e c re t s o c ie ty  had becom e a m e m o ry . P e rha ps  then the 
K u K lu x  K la n  was re a lly  m o re  e ffe c t iv e  as an idea  o r  a m e m o ry  
than as a fu n c t io n in g  o rg a n iz a tio n ; fo r  the  ra c ia l s t r id e n c y  i t
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helped  to k in d le  in  the s ta te , once i t  c ry s ta l l iz e d ,  w ou ld  s e rve  
the D e m o c ra ts  o f A la b a m a  w e ll fo r  a h un dred  y e a rs . Though 
how w e ll tha t ra c is m  (o f K u  K lu x  m e m o ry ) has se rv e d  the sta te  
i t s e l f  is  c e r ta in ly  d ebatab le .
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a rra n g e m e n t o f th is  b ib l io g ra p h y  is  a r b i t r a r y  as som e o f the 
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